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Some Things to Consider  

Greetings Saints!   

As we wrap up 2022 – and all that has happened in our 
faith community – I wanted to invite us into a space of 
prayerful contemplation and reflection. Often at the end of 
the year, we think about New Year’s Resolutions, which is a 
focus on the future. Here, I am inviting us to consider the 
present moment, using all of 2022 as a springboard for this 
reflection. 
 

As you reflect on 2022 – consider: 

┼ What has God called you into during 2022 and what has been the impact of saying YES to that 
invitation? 

┼ How many friend/s did you invite to church in 2022?  How many will you invite in 2023? 

┼ What were your own growing edges you decided not to explore? 

┼ What joyful things happened at St John the Apostle you were a part of? 

┼ How have you grown in your spiritual life this year? 

┼ What new practices or ways of being or praying did you try during 2022 and what has been the 
impact of those practices? 

┼ If you were to write a journal – what one line would you write to God to sum up 2022? What would 
you ask of God to be different in 2023? What would you ask God for more of in 2023? 

┼ How did your spiritual life inspire you or others in 2022?  

┼ What were some of the most impactful moments in your spiritual journey in 2022? 
 

Contemplation and reflection are often ways we can launch into ex-
citing adventures as we trek through our spiritual journey.  My pray-
er for you is that 2023 will be a time and space where the fullness 
of Christ revealed enriches your whole life as your journey with your 
family of faith at St John the Apostle. 

May you have a blessed holiday season and a joyful new year! 

Love, 

Reverend Craig 

As we celebrate the Advent season, we will meet for a 
communal meal (soup and bread), share in some wor-
ship and hear about the central tenets of Advent Meal 
at 6pm, worship at 6:30pm, program at 7pm.  

Advent Series – Hope, Peace, Joy and Love 

Thursday evenings              Dec 1, 8, 15, 22 6:30pm - Carols 

7:00pm - Worship Service 

 
 

             10:00am - Worship Service 

 

 

 

10:00am - Worship Service 
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ONGOING BIBLE STUDY 
 

Every 2nd and 4th Wednesday, starting on 

January 4th 2023 at 6pm. 
 

An ongoing exploration of the biblical text, 

designed to expand your understanding of 

the bible to add meaning and depth to 

your own faith. 

Deacon Jonathan Hollander 

Think Before You Speak 

Cheung was upset with his wife for failing to check the directions to 
the famous restaurant where they hoped to dine.  The family had 
planned to round out their holiday in Japan with a scrumptious 
meal before catching the flight home.  Now they were running late 
and would have to miss that meal.  Frustrated, Cheung criticized 
his wife for her poor planning. 

Later Cheung regretted his words.  He had been too harsh, and he 
realized that he could have check the directions himself and he had 
failed to thank his wife for the other seven days of great planning. 

Many of us may identify with Cheung.  We are tempted to blow up when angry and to let words fly with-
out control.  Oh, how we need to pray as the psalmist did:  “Set a guard over my mouth God; keep watch 
over the door of my lips” (Psalms 141:3). 

However, how can we do that?  Here is a helpful tip: Think before you speak.  Are your words good and 
helpful, gracious and kind? (See Ephesians 4:29-32). 

Setting a guard over our mouth requires that we keep our mouth shut when we are irritated and that we 
seek God’s help to say the right words with the right tone or, perhaps, not speak at all.  When it comes to 
controlling our speech, it is a lifelong work.  Thankfully, God is working in us, giving us “the desire and 
the power to do what pleases God’ (Philippians 2:13).  

Diácono Jonathan Hollander 

Piensa antes de hablar 

Cheung estaba enojado con su esposa por no haber verificado 
cómo llegar al restaurante donde querían cenar.  La familia 
había planeado culminar sus vacaciones en Japón con una 
comida deliciosa antes de subir al avión.  Ahora, ya era tarde y 
se perderían la cena.  Frustrado, Cheung criticó a su esposa 
por su falta de planificación.  

Más tarde, lamentó sus palabras.  Había sido demasiado duro, y se dio cuenta de que no le había dado 
gracias a su esposa por los otros siete días tan bien organizados.   

Muchos podemos identificarnos con Cheung.  Nos vemos tentados a explotar cuando nos enojamos.  
Tenemos que orar como hizo el salmista: “Pon guarda a mi boca, oh Señor, guarda la puerta de mis la-
bios” (Salmo 141:3). 

Pero, ¿cómo podemos hacerlo?  Aquí tienes una ayuda: piensa antes de hablar.  ¿Tus palabras son 
buenas y útiles, cordiales y agradables?  (Ver Efesios 4:29’32). 

Para poner guarda a nuestra boca, es necesario que la mantengamos cerrada cuando estamos irritados 
y que busquemos la ayuda del Señor para decir las palabras correctas con el tono adecuado o, quizá, 

“Set a guard 
over my mouth, God; 

keep watch over 
the door of my lips.” 

Psalm 141:3 

“Pon guarda a mi boca, 
oh Señor; guarda la 
puerta de mis labios” 

Salmo 141: 3 
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Julie Hover 

Now What??? 
 

INSTALLATION of Reverend Craig as our new 
preacher, teacher, and leader marked the end 
of the Pastoral Search Committee (PSC). I was 
more than ready for that, thinking that there 
would now be a period of rest, relaxation, and 
recovery for us.  Well, I should have known bet-
ter.  Will I never learn from experience?   

There were lots of clues of what would be in 
store for we congregants of Saint John the 
Apostle MCC.  Reading Reverend Craig’s writ-
ten application was   invigorating—like inhaling 

a breath of fresh air.  But were all the activities he was engaged in possible for one person?  A second 
check of his references showed that he was, indeed, a very busy man.  Not a hint of sloth, nor even a 
space in his schedule where he could take a break to catch his breath. 

Then came the day of his “grilling”. He was only one person interviewed by all eight of us!!  We were con-
fident that we would uncover any issues or problems that weren’t apparent in his writing!!  Our questions 
were carefully formulated and we all took a shot at improvising follow-up questions  as well.  He an-
swered in detail about his many, many past and current activities and plans for our church.  After hours, 
when the eight of us were drooping, Rev. Craig was still speaking energetically...and his face and entire 
being still appeared eager, joyous, and ready to go. 

There was little time—only a few weeks—between his acceptance of the senior pastor position and his 
start date. One would think that he would barely be able to finish up his current responsibilities, pack, lo-
cate a house, move, unpack, furnish his office, and be ready to begin on the appointed day. 

BUT NO!!!  He showed up more than two weeks early, He ordered trucks of supplies to be given out right 
after Hurricane Ian passed through.  He organized congregants to assist in unloading trucks and passing 
out supplies. He raised funds to be used in helping those needing emergency money.   

Later, it became clear that Rev. Craig began his job early not only to lead the church in providing assis-
tance to Hurricane Ian victims, but also to create a platform from which he would spring into action even 
before he was installed as our Senior Pastor.  I should have seen this coming when I arrived at sunrise to 
work in the gardens and discovered he was already working in his office 

A partial list of Rev. Craig’s accomplishments to date include (1) planning his installation service; (2) 
making and distributing a list of seven evening programs to be implemented during the next nine months; 
(3) forming a group to give him feedback about congregant respons-
es to Sunday services; (4) forming a group to plan an anniversary 
event; (5) scheduling Bible Study classes to meet twice a month; (6) 
serving as moderator to several Board meetings and the Congrega-
tional meeting; (7) providing the message at Sunday services along 
with greeting congregants individually prior to and following the ser-
vice; (8) initiating monthly meetings with the treasurer; (9) being 
generally available in his office and by telephone during the week; 
and   (10) planning major outreach activities to  begin in January.  

So....now what?  The PSC was aware of what was needed and 
wanted at this church.  We were fully aware of what we were getting 
and we all agreed with a “yes”.  We got what we asked for.  Even 
so, the actual experience of the leadership of Rev. Craig  is as 
breathtaking as a ride into outer space.  Are we prepared for this?  
Look back at our Vision statement.  You will see that we have been 
proceeding as we declared in our Vision.  It seems that God’s call-
ing works in both directions.  We have been preparing for Rev. 
Craig just as he has been preparing for us.  Now what? 

“Thank you Carole!” 

The POWER… 

 

 

 

 

of PRAYER 
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Deacon Bonnie Moore 

THE STORMS OF LIFE 
As I write this article we’re still in the midst of the destruction and massive life changes from Hurricane 
Ian while Advent is upon us this week!  Little did we know when evacuating from our home on ravaged 
Sanibel Island that returning to it may not even be on our horizon.  While cleanup has begun, we’re still 
without power and having daily frustrations regarding insurance issues, unavailable help to clean up and 
restore home and environment.  Meanwhile Advent is still arriving.  Hmmmm... 

As decades of Santas, Angels, manger scenes, Christmas lights and shelves of numerous other 
mementoes of Christmas are lost in the nasty flooding, not to mention trees from 7/12 feet to 9 feet, we 
are pondering how do we celebrate this incredible holiday and then welcome a new year into our lives?  
Christmas has always been a celebration of new life, the renewal of Hope, Peace, Joy and Love.  There 
were decades of tradition and expression of these celebrations  from our past lost in the storm.  All life as 
we’ve known it has changed, including our present living space.   

But as I pray and listen for the voice of God leading me to “celebrate” Christmas and welcome a new 
year when so much seems lost or destroyed I’ve come upon a scripture that is my first step. 

“God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in our distress. Therefore, we will fear noth-
ing, even if the earth gives way and the mountains fall into the heart of the sea, even if the waters 
roar and foam and the mountains tumble with their surging. God is our refuge and strength.” 

Psalm 46:1-3 

Maybe it wasn’t mountains, but beaches tumbling when the heart of the sea surged across our land 
when the waters roared and foamed, but these words are true for all times.  God is our refuge and 
strength regardless of life situations.  Mourning is a part of life, even in the midst of new birth.  Jesus 
came into the world to bring the Word and Spirit of God to all humankind for all time.  All the expressions 
of our celebrations of Christmas seemed lost in the flood until God spoke to my heart and said, “I have 
come that you might have Hope, Peace, Joy and Love.” We as humans tend to find human ways to ex-
press our feelings and share our celebrations.  But what is Christmas really?  It was God loving us 
enough to become human; to bring us Hope that springs eternal, outliving any of life’s storms.  Peace 
that passes our understanding even in storm’s raging.  Joy in the midst of frustrations and mourning, a 
source of God’s strength carrying us on.  And above all:  Love that never, ever fails.  So, while life does 
have storms with strength and power we could never imagine, the most devastating storm to attack our 
lives,  Christmas is and always will be, the coming of our refuge and the strength God promises.   

I became aware that although the physical expressions of our Christ-
mas celebrations may have been swept away by a hurricane of de-
structive force, our living space was unharmed by the flood waters.  
In that home are numerous versions of the Bible, including 2 beauti-
ful antique bibles my spouse Carole gifted me with on a special 
birthday.  They were used during Covid as a backdrop for filming 
scripture readings for our Virtual Church Services during two years 
of the church closure.  It occured to me that Jesus also came during 
tumultuous times in the world.  But the Hope, Peace, Joy and Love 
shared during His lifetime have never been washed away.  They live 
on in God’s Word, expressed by the Holy Spirit Christ sent us and in 
the lives of Jesus followers.  Yes, it’s a good thing to express our 
celebration with decorated trees, Angels, Santas and nativity sets.  
But the real celebration is in our hearts and expressed when we 
share the real gifts of Christmas with others.  So this year remember 
to celebrate with all who need Hope; gift them with encouragement.  
Celebrate with all who seek Peace sharing that which goes beyond 
storms fears.  Celebrate with those in sadness or grief by gifting 
them with Joy and never forget to be Love for all because we all 
need to be Loved~ 

That’s how we can ride the waves of life’s “hurricanes” by Dancin’ 
On The Inside. Merry Christmas and a Happy and Blessed New Year. 

— LET THEM — 

PRAISE 

GOD’S NAME 

——WITH —— 
 

Dancing 

PSALM 149:3 
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 Kristie Treanor 

Your Mercy 

My God thank you with my whole heart for everything You have given 
me in this world.  

You have answered prayers and performed miracles in my life. 

You have protected me from unaware evil.  

You have given me the freedom to choose You or not to choose You. 

You have given me Your statutes and command-
ments which guide me to eternal life.   

Although You made the path clear for me, I often 
stray, stumble and commit sins against You.  

You should be angry and give up on me, but no, 
You wait patiently for me to repent.   

And when I do, You show your loving mercy, for-
give and rejoice in Heaven that I, a sinner, have 
returned to You. 

You are my glorious God. 

Thank you.  

Amen 

“MERCY, 

PEACE 

and LOVE 

be yours 

in abundance.” 

Jude 1:2, NIV 

“Because of the tender 

mercy of our God, 

    by which the rising 

sun will come to us 

from heaven.” 

             Luke 1:77, NIV 

“Therefore, 

since through 

God’s mercy we 

have this minis-

try, we do not 

lose heart. ” 

2 Corinthians 4:1 

NIV 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
 

Email a Prayer Request to 

prayerteam@sjamcc.com 

 

Submit a Prayer Request at 

www.sjamcc.com 
 

Write a Prayer Request 

in our Prayer Book 

 

Make a Prayer Request 

during our Worship Service 

Fill out a Prayer 

Request card 

in our chapel. 

 

mailto:prayerteam@sjamcc.com
http://www.sjamcc.com
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Donna Lusk 

From Donna and Grandma Margarite’s Kitchen  
Hi Everyone, 

I have a little recipe from my Grandma’s recipe box and my own version. 

Something easy for holiday parties or events… Deviled Eggs 

My grandma lived in New York and made a style of deviled eggs using sweet pickle relish. I make a more 
southern style version. 

Grandma Margarite’s Deviled Eggs 

(portioned for her Tupperware container) 

- eggs    8 (yielding 16 
halves)  

- mayonnaise   ¼  cup  

- sweet pickle relish  1½  Tbsp 

- yellow mustard  1 tsp 

- olives, finely chopped 1 Tbsp  

Boil eggs for 12 minutes and remove shells. 

Slice eggs into halves and remove the yolks. 

Setup the egg white halves for serving. 

Mix the yolks and remaining ingredients with a fork 
until smooth. 

Spoon the yolk mixture into the egg white halves. 

Garnish with sliced olives and paprika. 

 

Donna’s Southern Style Deviled Eggs 

- eggs    8 (yielding 16 halves)   - olives, finely chopped 1 Tbsp 

- mayonnaise   ¼  cup   - horseradish   1 tsp 

- dill pickle relish  1½  Tbsp   - garlic, minced  1 tsp 

- brown mustard  1 tsp    - Everglades 
Seasoning 1 tsp 

Boil eggs for 12 minutes and remove shells. 

(I usually boil 2 extra eggs and use the best halves to serve) 

Slice eggs into halves. 

Remove the yolks and place into a mixing bowl. 

Setup the egg white halves for serving. 

Mash the egg yolks with a fork. 

Add the mayonnaise to the yolks and stir until smooth. 

The yolk mixture should be creamy but stiff. Add more mayonnaise if 
needed. 

Mix the yolk mixture and remaining ingredients with a fork until smooth. 

Spoon an even amount of yolk mixture into each egg white half. 

Garnish with sliced olives and paprika. 

If you boil 2 extra eggs, you can serve the best looking egg halves and have 4 people taste test your 
deviled eggs before service. 

Have Fun!!! 



The Channel                                               - 8 -                                           Dec-Jan 2022/23 

 
Patricia Treanor 

A New Beginning 

 
Some of the characteristics of God are our Creator’s slow to anger, 
faithfulness and mercy. Mercy is the characteristic whereby God is 
always there to forgive, pardon and absolve our wrongdoings. God 
has given all of us freewill. We are enabled to make decisions about 
what is good and what is evil. Nevertheless, we live in a world which 
is full of misinformation, deception and confusion. 

Sometimes it is very easy to make a wrong decision about what is 
right and what is wrong. We can easily make wrong choices which 
leads into offending God. God can get our attention by making us 
feel guilty. Many times, we handle our guilt by finding distractions, 
rationalizing our behavior, and blaming others. We do not like to ad-
mit that we are wrong and that we have broken God’s, and our Crea-
tor’s principles. Consequently, we have offended God. This leads us 
into hiding from God and avoiding our guilt. 

Even though God is offended by this, our Creator is continually 
there and looks out for us. God will never let anything stand in the 
way between God and us. If we come to God and sincerely admit 
our wrongdoings, our Creator is there to forgive us. God is a mer-
ciful God. Our Creator does not condone wrongs or offenses. 
However, when we ask God for forgiveness, our Creator takes us 
back. 

God offers us a new beginning.  In God’s mercy, our Creator 
helps us to take a closer look at ourselves. As a result, this aids 
and assists us to improve in both a worldly and spiritual way. 

Begin the 
    NEW YEAR 
       with 
       GOD 

“Dear friend, 
do not imitate 
what is evil, 

but what is good.” 
             3 John 11, ISV 

In Loving Memory 
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THE CHANNEL AD RATES 

 

Prepaid Annual Rates 

Business Card   $75 

1/4 Page   $125 

1/2 Page   $250 
 

To place your ad, please call us at 344-0012. 

Dec 2022 Calendar of Church Services  

Sunday December 4 

Worship Service   10:00AM 

Fellowship & Refreshments 11:00AM 

Sunday December 11 

Worship Service   10:00AM 

Fellowship & Refreshments 11:00AM    

Sunday December 18 

Worship Service   10:00AM 

Fellowship & Refreshments 11:00AM 

Saturday December 25 (Christmas Eve) 

Carols     6:30PM 

Worship Service   7:00PM 

Sunday December 25 (Christmas Day) 

Worship Service   10:00AM 

Fellowship & Refreshments 11:00AM 

Tuesday December 27 (Feast of St. John) 

Worship Service   10:00AM 

Jan 2023 Calendar of Church Services  

Sunday January 1 (New Year’s Day) 

Worship Service   10:00AM 

Fellowship & Refreshments 11:00AM 

Sunday January 8 (Epiphany) 

Worship Service   10:00AM 

Fellowship & Refreshments 11:00AM    

Sunday January 15 

Worship Service   10:00AM 

Fellowship & Refreshments 11:00AM 

Sunday January 22 

Worship Service   10:00AM 

Fellowship & Refreshments 11:00AM 

Sunday January 29 

Worship Service   10:00AM 

Fellowship & Refreshments 11:00AM 
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Your Ad 

Here! 

Please 
 

Support 

Our 
 

Advertisers 
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Merry Christmas, and a Prosperous New Year! 
During this busy time of year, compounded further by Hurricane Ian clean up and rebuilding not only our 

homes and yards but, in many cases, our lives - please be sure to remember some of your routine annual 

housekeeping tasks. If you didn’t change your smoke detector batteries when you set your clocks back for 

daylight savings time, a few weeks ago, please be sure to do that now. Have you evaluated the expiration 

date on your household fire extinguisher? Did you know that the 4% discounted rate for payment of your 

Lee County property taxes has been extended to December 31, 2022, allowing you some extra time to 

make that payment? Please be sure to check your Homestead Exemption status on your primary residence 

to be sure it is still valid. Are you eligible for any other property tax exemptions, because of a life changing 

event during this past year? Have you kept the receipts for any improvements you’ve made to your prop-

erty in 2021 that your tax professional may be able to use to prepare your upcoming income tax return? 

Have you reviewed you homeowners/liability/flood insurances to be sure they are sufficient for your fu-

ture needs? 

Too often in our hectic everyday lives, these simple but important tasks are overlooked. And, if you’re hol-

idays are as busy as mine, you want to be sure that your home is the safe haven it is meant to be, at the 

end of those fun filled days and nights. Please Access Jack if you need some help with any of the above-

mentioned tasks! I may not have a ladder tall enough to change the smoke detector battery at the top of 

the stairs or be able to evaluate your current flood insurance policy, but I know people that can help. 

Please allow me to be your Real Estate resource for all your home’s needs. 

       Please @ccessJack at: 239.839.5927     
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