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Pastor’s Reflections 

On the calendar there is a day after Thanksgiving. It is usually referred 

to as “Black Friday”. Just as Thanksgiving has become a day of eating 

excess, “Black Friday” has become a day of shopping excess. It is even 

extended to the following week with “Cyber Monday” for the online 

shopping world. 

I must protest. There is no such thing as the day after Thanksgiving. 

Every day should start and end with thanksgiving. Psalm 107 begins this way: 

We give you thanks, O God, for you are good; * 

your mercy endures forever. 

Let all those whom you have redeemed proclaim * 

that you redeemed them from the hand of the foe. 

You gathered them out of the lands; * 

from the east and from the west, 

from the north and from the south. 

Some wandered in desert wastes; * 

they found no way to a city where they might dwell. 

They were hungry and thirsty; * 

their spirits languished within them. 

Then they cried to you in their trouble, * 

and you delivered them from their distress. 

You put their feet on a straight path * 

to go to a city where they might dwell. 

Let them give thanks to you for your mercy * 

and the wonders you do for your children. 

For you satisfy the thirsty * 

and fill the hungry with good things. 

We know that God is good, all the time. May we be thankful all the time. 

 

The CHANNEL is a newsletter 

publication of Saint John the 

Apostle MCC. Any publication or 

inclusion of any names, organiza-

tions or businesses do not reflect 

the religious or sexual orientation 

or lifestyle of such individuals or 

groups. Any opinions expressed 

herein are those of the writers 

and do not necessarily represent 

the opinion of Saint John the 

Apostle MCC. Likewise, inclusion 

of advertising from any sponsor 

does not constitute such endorse-

ment by The CHANNEL or Saint 

John the Apostle MCC. Articles 

printed in The CHANNEL may be 

reprinted by any UFMCC church. 

http://sjamcc.com
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The Good Earth 

Genesis 1:9-10 

God said, “Let the water under the sky be gathered to one 

place and let dry ground appear.”  And it was so…. And God 

saw that it was good. 

While orbiting the moon in 1968, Apollo 8 astronaut Bill 

Anders described the crew’s close-up view of the moon-

scape.  He called it “a foreboding horizon . . . a stark and 

unappetizing-looking place.”  Then the crew took turns read-

ing to a watching world from Genesis 1:1-10.  After Com-

mander Frank Borman finished verse 10, “And God saw it 

was good,” he signed off with, “God bless all of you, all of 

you on the good Earth.” 

The opening chapter of the Bible insists on two facts: Crea-

tion is God’s work.  The phrase “and God said . . .” beats in 

cadence all the way through the chapter.  The entire magnif-

icent world we live in is the product of God’s creative work.  

All that follows in the Bible reinforces the message of Gene-

sis 1: Behind all of history, there is God. 

Creation is good.  Another sentence tolls softly, like a bell, 

throughout this chapter.  “And God saw that it was good.”  

Much has changed since that first moment of creation.  

Genesis 1 describes the world as God wanted it, before any 

spoiling.  Whatever beauty we sense in nature today is a 

faint echo of the pristine state God created. 

The Apollo 8 astronauts saw Earth as a brightly colored ball 

hanging alone in space.  It looked at once awesomely  beau-

tiful and fragile.  It looked like the view from Genesis 1.  

Amen.   

Deacon Jonathan Hollander 

 

La Buena Tierra 

Génesis 1:9-10 

Dijo también Dios: Júntense las aguas que están debajo de 

los cielos en un lugar, y descúbrase lo seco.  Y fue así.  Y 

llamó  Dios a lo seco Tierra, y a la reunión de las aguas 

llamó Mares.  Y vio Dios que era bueno. 

Mientras giraba alrededor de la luna en 1968, un astronau-

ta (Bill Anders) del Apollo 8 describió el paisaje lunar como 

“un horizonte inquietante […], un lugar sombrío y de-

sagradable”.  Después, la tripulación se turnó para leerle 

Génesis 1:1-10 al mundo que miraba.  Cuando el coman-

dante Borman terminó el versículo 10, “Y vio Dios que era 

bueno”, concluyó: “Que Dios los bendiga a todos en la 

buena Tierra”. 

El primer capítulo de la Biblia insiste en dos cosas: La 

creación es obra de Dios.  La frase “y dijo Dios…” le da un 

ritmo especial a todo el capítulo.  Todo lo que sigue en la 

Biblia     refuerza el mensaje de Génesis 1: Detrás de la his-

toria, está Dios.  

La creación es buena.  Otra frase que repica suavemente a 

lo largo del capítulo: “Y Dios vio que era bueno”.  Mucho ha 

cambiado desde aquel primer momento de la creación.  

Génesis 1 describe el mundo como Dios lo quería, antes de 

cualquier deterioro.  Toda la belleza que percibimos hoy en 

la naturaleza es apenas un eco del estado prístino que Dios 

creó.   

Los astronautas del Apollo 8 vieron la Tierra como una bola 

de brillantes colores que colgaba sola del espacio.  Parecía 

maravillosamente hermosa y frágil a la vez.  Se parecía a 

verla desde Génesis 1.  Amén.   

Diácono Jonathan Hollander 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Follow Jonathan’s blog at  

http://www.godandjonathan.com 

http://www.godandjonathan.com
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This is the time of the year packed with holidays: 

Thanksgiving, Christmas and New Years, so of course 

we’re busy, we’re experiencing various events and emo-

tions, and of course we’re busy!  Outside of these calen-

dar events there are many things happening in our 

world: western fires and hurricanes, the recent on-

slaught of politics and the changes it will bring, the 

nearly weekly occurrences of gun violence, red tide and 

green algae with the resulting effects to the environ-

ment as well as the economy, etc., etc., etc. Did we ever 

imagine how these things would affect us personally?  I 

could never have thought to be afraid to send my chil-

dren to school, to go to a shopping mall or place of wor-

ship; to see the changes in the color of our beautiful 

Gulf of Mexico or the resulting affects to the economy, 

to see human rights rescinded, experience months of 

record or near-record temperatures and humidity, and 

months of angry commercials urging us to vote a certain 

way. None of these existed as nearly overwhelming dis-

tractions in my life: they are the “new norm”. And to 

this exhaustive list there are our personal losses, health 

issues and life changes.  Whew!!! 

 

How do these affect our “Dancin’ on the Inside?” Do 

they change my traditions of the “holiday season”?  Do 

they change us from the inside or are they external is-

sues to be acknowledged and addressed?  As many of 

you know, I’m “dancin’” while making Thanksgiving 

pumpkin pies, while decorating every space with Christ-

mas, especially “dancin’ while decorating a Christmas 

tree of some sort in every room in the house (and front 

porch), greeting friends who’ve come to share this spe-

cial time of the year and celebrating the possibilities of 

the New Year.  This year there seems to be an avalanche 

of the above mentioned that have weighed upon our 

hearts and spirits.   

 

Going to our daily prayer of “This is the day the Lord has 

made, I will rejoice and be glad in it (Psalm 118:24) we 

are reminded that God’s presence is there for us in 

whatever our circumstances. This takes us out of our 

worries and allows us to trust in God, free from fear and 

allowing God to quiet our hearts. What we do with each 

day depends upon us remembering and believing that 

“nothing is too difficult for God” (Jer. 32:47).  Each day 

can be Thanksgiving Day because we have a promise 

that we are to “give thanks in ALL circumstances, for 

this is the Will of God for you in Christ Jesus.”  I guess 

this means that although circumstances may not be to 

my liking, I am to be thankful for the presence of God in 

all of them. (Psalm 188:24) No matter what our circum-

stances, we can find Joy in the presence of the Living 

God.  Some days are bright like sun-light while others 

are overcast and gloomy, yet Joy is there like a hidden 

treasure reminding us to be “Dancin’ on the Inside” re-

gardless of whether there are intimidating mountains to 

climb, or paths of beauty before us.  Since the Joy of the 

Lord is our strength (Jeremiah 8:10) and the God of 

Hope fills us with Joy and Peace as we believe (Romans 

15:13) how then can we not be more than Dancin’ on 

The Inside! 

By Deacon Bonnie Moore 

Dancin’ on the Inside—Old and New Traditions 
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When I first started attending St. 

John the Apostle about six or sev-

en years ago, a lesbian couple 

used to prep Sunday Brunch and 

some of the bigger functions in-

volving food. I am a decent cook, 

but had no experience cooking for 

large groups. I volunteered my 

services in the kitchen which 

meant I pretty much washed dish-

es and cleaned up the trash. 

A year or so later, the couple left our church and I anxiously 

took over the Brunch prep. Through trial and error, I man-

aged to make do and I don’t think anyone ever left hungry! I 

enjoyed the   brunches I catered, but after awhile it got to be 

too big of a  commitment. 

I now do an occasional big dinner as a fund-raiser for the 

church. I enjoy the process, maybe even the bit of adrena-

line rush that  accompanies getting out a four-course meal 

in a timely matter from a bare-bones kitchen. I know that 

last month’s Italian Night Dinner went smoothly, but behind 

the scenes I was nervously watching the thermometer to be 

sure that the main dish was at a safe temperature for serv-

ing and still be ready to eat before the diners got restless! 

The Parlor was turned into a beautiful Italian Bistro! 

In the end everything worked out fine and I even sensed a       

moment of euphoria when the last plate of Italian Chocolate 

Love Cake was delivered to the dining room. 

The cake, a combination of cheesecake and tiramisu, was a 

big hit. What most of the guests didn’t know was the way the 

cake was magically created. A layer of chocolate cake batter 

was covered by another layer of ricotta cheesecake batter. 

During baking the layers exchange places and the cheese-

cake ends up on the bottom and the chocolate cake comes 

to the top! The entire cake is then frosted with a combina-

tion of chocolate  pudding and Cool Whip! Enjoy! 

Chocolate Italian Love Cake 

Ingredients 

1 package chocolate cake mix (I recommend using Duncan 

Hines brand), and the ingredients needed to make the cake 

according to the package 

2 lbs. ricotta cheese 

4 eggs 

¾ cup sugar 

1 tsp. pure vanilla extract 

1 (5.1 oz.) package instant chocolate pudding mix (I use 

Hershey’s Instant Pudding mix) 

1 cup cold milk 

8 oz. Cool Whip 

1-pint whipping cream (optional for decoration) 

2-3 tablespoons powdered sugar 

Chocolate sprinkles (optional for decoration) 

Directions 

Preheat oven to 350*F. Line an EZ Foil Extra Deep Lasagna 

Pan 13 1/4x9 5/8 with foil, overlapping the long sides of the 

pan with plenty of extra foil as you will use it as handles lat-

er. Spray with nonstick baking spray.  

In a large bowl, mix together your cake mix according to the     

directions on the box. Pour the cake batter into the baking 

pan. 

In another bowl, using a hand mixer, beat together the ricot-

ta cheese, eggs, sugar, and vanilla until smooth. 

Carefully pour the cheese mixture evenly over the top of the 

cake batter. Spread to cover the cake batter as best as you 

can. 

Bake the cake at 350* for 1 hour. Remove from the oven 

and allow to cool completely before frosting. 

Once the cake is cool, stir the pudding mix and milk together 

with a whisk until combined. 

Carefully fold the Cool Whip into the pudding until combined. 

Spread the pudding mixture over the top of the cooled cake.      

Cover the cake and refrigerate at least 6 hours or overnight     

before serving. You can cut it into pieces in the pan or use 

the tinfoil handles to remove the cake to a cutting board 

where it can be cut into serving pieces.  

If desired, whip cream with powdered sugar to taste and 

serve cake with a dollop of whipped cream and chocolate 

sprinkles. 

Food for Thought…from the Kitchen of  Adam Janowski 



 

The Channel, St. John the Apostle MCC 5 

 Dean’s Food Pantry 

We continue to serve many families in our area with your 

generosity of food donations and the help of your monetary 

contributions to support Dean’s Food Pantry, Thank you all! 

As always, know you will be blessed by your donations of 

food, money and time to the Pantry. Below is a list of items 

we can use. We always accept other items as well as 

cash/checks. 

 Pinto Beans/Rice 

 Mac & Cheese 

 Pasta Sauce 

 Spaghetti 

 Canned Vegetables 

 Box Cereal 

 Fruit Cups 

 Jiffy Cornbread Mix 

 Any toiletry items, paper towels, or toilet tissue 

Dean's Food Pantry Volunteers 

 

Food Pantry Hours:  

Tuesday  

10:00 a.m. to Noon 
 

 

 

Lay Delegate Report 

MCC Year End Review 2018 

General Conference XXVII is planned for July 1-5, 2019 and  

will take place at the Orlando Hilton. A new Moderator will   

hopefully be elected along with four new members to the 

MCC Governing Board to fill the current vacancies.  Our In-

terim Moderator has stated she will not run for this position.  

General Conference registration is now open. Also the            

celebration of MCC's 50th anniversary will continue at the     

Conference with a Gala/Ball Sunday, June 30 at 3pm. 

On October 6th Rev. Troy Perry celebrated MCC 50th               

Anniversary of his founding MCC telling his guests that   

MCC was built on a 3-pronged gospel: Christian salvation, 

community, and social action. 

Marriage Equality WINS in Australia. 

A New Memorial Wall was created on MCC's website. Click 

on a photo to visit the page and or add your prayer or 

memory.  

MCC's Governing Board announced the appointment of four 

new members, Rev Ohetta Brooks, Bob Neihaus, Christy 

Temples, and Marsha Warren, to fill the current vacancies 

through the end of General Conference. All four may stand 

for election at General Conference. 

A Survey for the next Moderator of MCC was sent out by 

MCC's Nominating Committee who will recruit, qualify, and 

nominate a slate of candidates for the role of Moderator. 

The Committee is comprised of the following people: Velma 

Garcia, Rev Gavin Ward, Rev Brendan Boone, Kellie Taylor-

White, and Stan Kimer.  

MCC has had a steady decline in revenue this year and the    

Governing Board approved a reduction in the current budget 

of $400,000 by eliminating five staff positions and a reduc-

tion of payroll by 27%. Also a vote on each church's assess-

ment rate will take place November 7th. A 10% assessment 

with deduction will remain if the motion carries and will be 

adopted 1-1-2019. If not carried the assessment rate and 

schedule will continue at 11.5% for the remainder of 2018 

and then reduced to 11% on 1-1-2019. 

Thank you for putting your trust in us to do the business of 

MCC for our church and feel free to let us know your ideas 

and questions because we ARE your voice. 

Your Lay Delegates Dale Weddle, Jack Lewis and Sharron 

Massingale 
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~ December 2018 ~ 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1  
Church Office Closed 

2:30p-4:30p GET 
Network Meeting 

6p-7p The Rainbow 
Group of NA 

8p-9p Lambda 
Drummer (AA) 

 

2 Advent begins 
10a-11a Worship 
Service 

 

3  
 

4  
10a-12p Food Pantry 

6:30p-7:30p Prayer 
Team Meets 

8p-9p Lambda 
Drummer (AA) 

 

5  
10a-12:30p Game 
Day 

6:45p-8:15p Choir 
Rehearsal 

 

6  
9a-1:30p Lee County 
Health Department 

 

7  
Church Office Closed 

 

8  
Church Office Closed 

6p-7p The Rainbow 
Group of NA 

8p-9p Lambda 
Drummer (AA) 

 

9  
10a-11a Worship 
Service 

 

10  
 

11  
10a-12p Food Pantry 

6:30p-7:30p Prayer 
Team Meets 

8p-9p Lambda 
Drummer (AA) 

 

12  
10a-12:30p Game 
Day 

6:45p-8:15p Choir 
Rehearsal 

 

13  
 

14  
Church Office Closed 

 

15  
Church Office Closed 

10:30a-12p Trans Life 
Group 

6p-7p The Rainbow 
Group of NA 

8p-9p Lambda 
Drummer (AA) 

 

16  
10a-11a Worship 
Service 

12p-1p Board of 
Directors Meeting 

 

17  
 

18  
10a-12p Food Pantry 

6:30p-7:30p Prayer 
Team Meets 

8p-9p Lambda 
Drummer (AA) 

 

19  
10a-12:30p Game 
Day 

6:45p-8:15p Choir 
Rehearsal 

 

20  
9a-1:30p Lee County 
Health Department 

 

21  
Church Office Closed 

 

22  
Church Office Closed 

6p-7p The Rainbow 
Group of NA 

8p-9p Lambda 
Drummer (AA) 

 

23  
10a-11a Worship 
Service 

 

24  
Christmas Eve 

Service 
6:30 PM Carols 

7:00 Service 

25 Christmas Day 

No Christmas Service 
Church Closed 

8p-9p Lambda 
Drummer (AA) 

 

26  
Church Closed 

27  
Church Closed 

28  
Church Closed 

 

29  
Church Office Closed 

6p-7p The Rainbow 
Group of NA 

8p-9p Lambda 
Drummer (AA) 

 

30  
10a-11a Worship 
Service 

 

31  
Church Closed 

Notes: Saint John the Apostle MCC will be closed Christmas Day 
through New Year’s Day. 
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~ January 2019 ~ 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 New Year's Day 
Church Closed  

8p-9p Lambda 
Drummer (AA) 

 

2  
10a-12:30p Game Day 

6:45p-8:15p Choir 
Rehearsal 

 

3  
9a-1:30p Lee County 
Health Department 

 

4  
Church Office Closed 

 

5  
Church Office Closed 

2:30p-4:30p GET 
Network Meeting 

6p-7p The Rainbow 
Group of NA 

8p-9p Lambda 
Drummer (AA) 

 

6 Epiphany 
10a-11a Worship 
Service 

 

7  
 

8  
10a-12p Food Pantry 

6:30p-7:30p Prayer 
Team Meets 

8p-9p Lambda 
Drummer (AA) 

 

9  
10a-12:30p Game Day 

 

10  
 

11  
Church Office Closed 

 

12  
Church Office Closed 

6p-7p The Rainbow 
Group of NA 

8p-9p Lambda 
Drummer (AA) 

 

13  
10a-11a Worship 
Service 

 

14  
 

15  
10a-12p Food Pantry 

6:30p-7:30p Prayer 
Team Meets 

8p-9p Lambda 
Drummer (AA) 

 

16  
10a-12:30p Game Day 

6:45p-8:15p Choir 
Rehearsal 

 

17  
9a-1:30p Lee County 
Health Department 

 

18  
Church Office Closed 

 

19  
Church Office Closed 

10a-12p Spiritual Gifts 
Profile Congregation 

10:30a-12p Trans Life 
Group 

6p-7p The Rainbow 
Group of NA 

8p-9p Lambda 
Drummer (AA) 

 

20  
10a-11a Worship 
Service 

 

21 Martin Luther 

King 
 

22  
10a-12p Food Pantry 

6:30p-7:30p Prayer 
Team Meets 

8p-9p Lambda 
Drummer (AA) 

 

23  
10a-12:30p Game Day 

6:45p-8:15p Choir 
Rehearsal 

 

24  
 

25  
Church Office Closed 

 

26  
Church Office Closed 

1p-3p Deacon Work 
Day 

6p-7p The Rainbow 
Group of NA 

8p-9p Lambda 
Drummer (AA) 

 

27  
10a-11a Worship 
Service 

Board of Directors 
meeting 11:30 pm 

 

28  
 

29  
10a-12p Food Pantry 

6:30p-7:30p Prayer 
Team Meets 

8p-9p Lambda 
Drummer (AA) 

 

30  
10a-12:30p Game Day 

6:45p-8:15p Choir 
Rehearsal 

 

31  
 

Notes: 
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Veterans Organization Honored by SJMAC 

The Military Museum and Library of Cape Coral was award-

ed $240 by SJAMCC. The Museum includes a  display hon-

oring local heroes, a lending library, and exhibits of wars 

ranging from the Revolutionary War through Afghanistan. In 

keeping with its mission to educate and enhance cultural 

awareness of the public, admission is free and materials 

may be borrowed from the library.   

The award was funded through proceeds of the Veterans 

Day Music and Dinner Event. To bring attention to the 

award and the event, posters incorporating logos of both 

the Museum and Church were designed by Kurt Hood and 

hung in VFW and American Legion Posts throughout Lee 

County. The event was planned by Adam Janowski of the 

Hospitality Ministry and Donna Lusk, Julie Hover, and Bob 

Schneider of the Fund Raising Ministry.          

The parlor was transformed for the event, with warm light-

ing from candles and strings of patio lights, comfortable  

chairs, and round tables set with red cloths with white 

plates and napkins. The décor included centerpieces featur-

ing a candle, a red rose, and an American flag. As the doors   

opened, pianist Bryan Dietrich played the grand piano, the 

bar was open, and appetizers were ready for nibbling.   

After the appetizer of Italian Sausage Caprese with Balsam-

ic Glaze, servers brought out Salads with Italian Dressing, 

Rolls with Sun-dried tomato dipping sauce, Adam's Classic 

Baked Ziti, and Chocolate Italian Love Cake.  Bryan played 

Patriotic music and old favorites throughout the evening.  

Income of nearly $2000 from the event came from the sale 

of dinner tickets, bar sales, a 50/50 raffle, tips to Bryan 

and sales of Bryan's CD's.    

Volunteers who made this event possible included food 

prep and kitchen assistants John Rush, Jennifer Grattan, 

Jack Lewis, Chuck Mistler,  and Andy Buck. Parlor and table 

set up was done by Chip Dietrich, Blanche Hood, Julie Hov-

er, Bill Mount, and Wayne Stachurski. Susan Adkins, Shelly 

Stephens and Frank Timpa were the servers, Bob Schneider 

and Jim Sieffert tended bar, and Donna Lusk was in charge 

of security. Thanks also goes to the congregants and guests 

who bought tickets, to anonymous donors of cash and to 

those donating supplies for the event.   

Christmas Holiday Services 
Sunday, December 23rd, 

we will have regular service at 10:00 am. 

Monday, December 24th, Christmas Eve, we start at 6:30 

pm with Carol Sing. Service starts at 7:00 pm. 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Toy Drive 2018 

St. John the Apostle MCC is partnering with AHF/ICAN to 

help children affected or infected with HIV or AIDS to have a 

happy and wonder-filled Christmas. 

 Pick up a 'gift wish list’ for a child in the church parlor. 

 Use that list to select your gift purchase for that child. It 

could be all the items on the list or not, depending on 

their cost and your budget. 

 Wrap that gift purchase placing the provided 'gift tag' 

identifying the child and their case ID information onto 

it. 

 Return the wrapped and tagged gift to SJAMCC by Dec. 

16th. 

That is how easy and wonderful it can be to keep the Christ-

mas spirit alive among all those concerned about our com-

munity at this celebration of the birth of our savior Jesus 

Christ. 

Thank you in advance for your participation in this endeavor 

of sharing and caring about the larger community of 

SJAMCC. 

For questions or additional info, call the church office: 

239.344.0012. 

Bob Schneider - Program Committee 
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SENIOR PASTOR  

Rev. Steve Filizzi            pastor@sjamcc.com 

CONGREGATIONAL ADMINSTRATOR 

Kurt Hood                       admin@sjamcc.com      

BOARD MEMBERS         board@sjamcc.com 

Andy Buck          Dana Drew    

Jack Lewis                      Sharron Massingale   

Jason McRae         Sonny Pillow         

DEACONS                     deaconate@sjamcc.com     

Glenda Enterline            Wanda Neubert 

Jonathan Hollander       Richard Shourds  

Bonnie Moore                 

LAY DELEGATES            delegate@sjamcc.com 

Jack Lewis       Dale Weddle 

Sharron Massingale/Alternate Delegate                 

TREASURER       treasurer@sjamcc.com                                   

Dale Gnatek    

MUSIC DIRECTOR / ORGANIST 

Don Gouger - Musician 

Bryan Dietrich - Pianist 

Ron Lemke - Musician                                                                    

CHURCH OFFICE 

Phone: (239) 344-0012    

Visit Our Website 

 www.sjamcc.com 

BE A FAN!  

  Follow Us On FACEBOOK    

www.facebook.com/sjamcc  

 

 

 

 

 

OFFICE HOURS 

Monday  through Thursday 

10:00 AM –  2 :00 PM 

 CHURCH DIRECTORY 

DJ Driscoll and Perry Daniels presented a check to Pastor Steve from   

the Estate of Joe Davis, representing a bequest from a truly generous 

gentleman, to assist with meeting our Church’s ongoing needs. 

Generous Bequest to St. John the Apostle MCC 

mailto:worshipteam@sjamcc.com
mailto:admin@sjamcc.com
mailto:board@sjamcc.com
mailto:worshipteam@sjamcc.com
mailto:delegate@sjamcc.com
http://www.sjamcc.com/
http://www.sjamcc.com/
http://www.sjamcc.com/
https://www.facebook.com/sjamcc
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Each year at this time we all begin to create lists: Gift Lists, To Do Lists, Christmas Card Lists, Guest Lists… 

Now, there are those of us that are naturally list people, my Daughter Haley and my friend Steve are both 

in that category. I envy them and their ability to create a list and work from that list to accomplish the 

tasks at hand. There are times when I create a list, and then continually add to the list throughout the day 

rather than creating a new list for the next day, I then try to accomplish the entire growing task list within 

the given day. This often frustrates me more than the days I do not create a list at all. There is an art to 

being a list person and I am a starving artist in that respect. As my day ends, I review ALL of the lines that 

I’ve drawn, as I’ve accomplished each and every task and feel a sense of accomplishment yet lack a 

sense of fulfillment. My busyness kept me from being in the moment, finding joy in the little things, a     

moment to talk with a neighbor out front, a quick note to a long distance friend, taking the dog for a walk 

around the block. We’ve just a few short weeks until Christmas – won’t you join me this Christmas Season 

and take some time from the lists to be present in the moment? Hold open a door for a stranger, ask a 

cashier how they are doing, and listen to what they have to say, Thank a Salvation Army Bell Ringer for 

their time as you put some money into their red kettle. 

May God Bless you and your family this Christmas Season. Allow yourself to be caught up in the Christmas 

Presence. 

  

Christmas Presence 

       Please       ccessJack at: 239.839.5927     @ 
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THE CHANNEL AD RATES 

Prepaid Annual Rates 

Business Cards $125  

1/4 Page  $190 

1/2 Page  $375 

Full Page  $500 

Prepaid Semi Annual (3 issues) Rates 

Business Cards $70 

1/4 Page  $100 

1/2 Page  $200 

Full Page  $280 

Prepaid Per Issue Rates 

Business Cards $25 

1/4 Page  $40 

1/2  Page  $75 

Full Page $100                                                
                                                                 

                                                                                                                                                                                                        

TO PLACE YOUR AD, PLEASE CALL 344-0012 

414 COPIES OF THE CHANNEL ARE  

PRINTED AND DISTRIBUTED… 

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS !! 

TO BECOME ONE, CALL 344-0012 

Saint John the Apostle  
Metropolitan Community Church 
3049 McGregor Boulevard 
Fort Myers, FL 33901 
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