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The CHANNEL is a newsletter publication 
of Saint John the Apostle MCC. Any      
publication or inclusion of any names, 
organizations or businesses do not reflect 
the religious or sexual orientation or   
lifestyle of such individuals or groups.  Any 
opinions expressed herein are those of 
the writers and do not necessarily       
represent the opinion of Saint John the 
Apostle MCC.  Likewise, inclusion of    
advertising from any sponsor does not 
constitute such endorsement by The      
CHANNEL or Saint John the Apostle MCC.  
Articles printed in The CHANNEL may be 
reprinted by any UFMCC church. 

Traditionally the pastor offers a report for the congregational meeting. That 
sounds more like facts and figures than I think is helpful. So I want to give a re-
flection.  

First, I want to commend the deacons of this church not only for handling 
worship during my sabbatical but for growing in so many ways. The spiritual maturity 
of this group is a blessing for this church. They have committed themselves to being 
better each year and are truly dedicated to this church. 

I want to lift up our Board of Directors. At times they have faced difficult 
choices and situations. They have not let that stop them from continuing to “move 
the ball down the field”. Every year the board spends time discerning “the leading 
edge” for the church and works all year to help it grow. 

The center for all communication and coordination of events in the church 
is handled by the Office staff. Kurt, Gene and the other office volunteers keep this 
Pastor on the ball and people in the loop. The Channel newsletter helps to reach peo-
ple near and far about St. John’s. The E-News gives weekly reminders of events.   

We need to be grateful for our Music Program. Bill has worked tirelessly 
with Bryan and now Jimmy to grow our music program. They coordinate with office 
and Audio/visual to make the worship happen. And thanks to our Audio/visual team. 
Theirs can be a thankless job because every mistake and problem is noticed by the 
congregation. Thank you to the ushers and worship participants. Thank you all for 
putting your talents to the service of God.  

The depth of volunteers in the congregation is amazing. It used to be said 
that 20% of a church did 80% of the work. That is not true for Saint John’s. The 
vast majority of our members volunteer for something. If a started to list all of the 
things this church does, I would forget something. The members of Saint Joh the 
Apostle truly give of their time talent and treasure. I do want to highlight the work 
of the Growth committee. Their insight into new ways to reach people is helping to 
build a strong foundation.  

We should reflect on the finances of the church. Our treasurer Dale gives 
us a steady course for solid finances for the church. With his leadership, the work 
of the Capital Campaign committee and the generosity of many, we are getting close 
to paying off the mortgage but that does not mean we can forget about stewardship 
of what God has entrusted to us. We need to be faithful. And we need to truly cele-
brate our 30th anniversary as a church next year. 

This leads me to things that I worry about. One of my concerns is that lack 
of a Fund Raising Committee. Yes, people step up for individual events to raise mon-
ies but we really need a standing committee to focus on leading us.  

The last thing I worry about is of a spiritual nature. Since returning 
from sabbatical I have sense a tendency to find fault with others. From our 
Covenant of Culture we recall “Christ calls all of us to love one another ac-
knowledging that everyone is highly regarded and valued by our church.” 
That doesn’t happen if we blame others. 

2017 was a fantastic year for the church but 2018 will be even bet-
ter.  

Pastor Steve 

PASTOR’S REFLECTIONS 
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OFFICE HOURS 

Monday  through Thursday 

10:00 AM –  2 :00 PM 

 

During the 2016 Congregational Meeting Jack Lewis and Dale Weddle 
were elected as Lay Delegates, and Sharron Massingale as the Alter-
nate Lay Delegate, each serving a three year term. The number of Lay 
Delegates needed to represent SJAMCC is determined by the current 
145 Members of the SJAMCC congregation. The Lay Delegate’s role is 
to help facilitate the flow of information between the Fellowship and 
the local congregation, in addition to representing the local congrega-
tion at the MCC General Conference every three years. There are 
currently 222 MCC Member Congregations in 37 countries, with 136 
of those based in the United States.  

This year, the MCC Board of Pensions proposed a rate increase to its 
U.S. Chartered Member Churches, as there has not been an increase 
since the Boards inception in 1984. Currently, the availability of this 
pension is the only benefit provided by MCC to a qualified member of 
its clergy. As a congregation, SJAMCC pays $0.75 per member, per 
month to help fund this modest retirement supplement, in today’s dol-
lars, with inflation, this rate should be $1.72 per member, per month. 
A Virtual General Conference was called on May 1, 2017, with the vote 
to be held on June 7, 2017. The motion passed and each MCC affiliat-
ed congregation in the United States will provide investment contribu-
tions to the MCC Pension Plan as noted:                                         

2018 -- $1.00 USD, per member, per month;  

2019 -- $1.25 USD, per member, per month;      

2020 -- $1.50 USD, per member, per month;  

2021 -- $1.75 USD, per member, per month; Thereafter, beginning in  

2025, the rate of investment will be adjusted every 5 years, up or 
down, based on inflation or deflation of the US Dollar. 

MCC General Conference XXVII will be held in Orlando Florida in July 
2019. How blessed we are as a Florida based congregation to have this 
gathering held right in our backyard! Hundreds of people from around 
the world will have thousands of dollars in travel related expenses to 
be a part of this historic event, and we are just a few gallons of gaso-
line away! As additional information becomes available, your Lay Dele-
gate Team will be available to disseminate and plan an SJAMCC pres-
ence at this worldwide gathering of our Brothers and Sisters in Faith. 
The experience of my first General Conference still lives vividly in my 
heart and mind. Multiple daily worship services, workshops, discus-
sions, roundtables, and other events allows the attendee to explore a 
variety of open, accepting, and affirming dialogue in contemporary 
Christianity. 

Be sure to check out our articles in the Channel Newsletter and online 
at SJAMCC.COM. Please approach us with questions or thoughts you 
may have regarding our church and its relationship with the MCC Fel-
lowship. Thank you SJAMCC for your love and support throughout this 
past year, 

         Jack Lewis, Dale Weddle and Sharron Massingale. 

LAY DELEGATES REPORT  

mailto:worshipteam@sjamcc.com
mailto:admin@sjamcc.com
mailto:board@sjamcc.com
mailto:worshipteam@sjamcc.com
mailto:delegate@sjamcc.com
http://www.sjamcc.com/
http://www.sjamcc.com/
http://www.sjamcc.com/
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Faith by itself, if it does not have works, is 
dead – James 2:17 

The administrators of the high school in Bar-
row, Alaska, were tired of seeing students get 
into trouble and drop out at a rate of 50 per-
cent.  To keep students interested, they start-
ed a football team, which offered them a 
chance to develop personal skills, teamwork, and 
learn life lessons.  The problem with football in 
Barrow, which is farther north than Iceland, is 
that it’s hard to plant a grass field.  So they 
completed on a gravel and dirt field.  

Four thousand miles away in Florida, a woman 
named Cathy Parker heard about the football 
team and their dangerous field.  Feeling that 
God was prompting her to help, and impressed 
by the positive changes she saw in the students, 
she went to work.  About a year later, they ded-
icated their new field, complete with a beautiful 
artificial-turf playing surface.  She had raised 
thousands of dollars to help some kids she did-
n’t even know.  

This is not about football – or money.  It is 
about remembering “to do good and to 
share” (Heb. 13:16).  The apostle James reminds 
us that we demonstrate our faith by our actions 
(2:18).  The needs in our world are varied and 
overwhelming but when we love our neighbors as 
ourselves, as Jesus said (Mark 12:31), we reach 
people with God’s love. 

   

Deacon Jonathan 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Así también la fe, si no tiene obras, es muerta 
en sí misma. – Santiago 2:17 

Los directivos de una escuela secundaria en 
Alaska estaban cansados de ver que los alumnos 
se metían en problemas y que el cincuenta por 
ciento abandonaba los estudios.  Para mantener-
los interesados, formaron un equipo de fútbol 
americano, lo cual les daba la oportunidad de 
desarrollar sus habilidades, trabajar en equipo y 
aprender lecciones para la vida.  El problema era 
que la escuela estaba en una zona tan fría que no 
podían tener un campo de juego con hierba.  En-
tonces, competían sobre tierra apisonada 

A más de 6.000 kilómetros de distancia, una mu-
jer oyó hablar del equipo de fútbol y el peligroso 
campo de juego.  Impactada por los cambios po-
sitivos que vio en los alumnos, sintió que Dios la 
impulsaba a ayudar, y se puso a trabajar.  Casi al 
año, inauguraron la nueva cancha, cubierta de 
una hermosa superficie de césped sintético.  
Aquella mujer había reunidos miles de dólares 
para ayudar a jóvenes que ni siquiera conocía.   

Esto no se trata de deportes ni de dinero, sino 
de recordar “hacer bien y de la ayuda mu-
tua” (Hebreos 13:16).  Santiago nos recuerda 
que demostramos nuestra fe con nuestra accio-
nes (2:18).  Las necesidades del mundo son di-
versas y abrumadoras, pero, cuando amamos a 
nuestro prójimo como a nosotros mismos, tal co-
mo dijo Jesús (Marcos 12:31), alcanzamos a los 
demás con el amor a Dios.     

Diácono Jonathan 

          CAN YOU HELP?         ¿PUEDES AYUDAR? 
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In the middle of winter there is 
nothing better that a piping hot 
bowl of homemade soup. 

We grew up eating all kinds of 
homemade soups, from chicken 
noodle to ham and bean to sauer-
kraut to mushroom to Dad's po-
tato soup. When I went to Poland 
in the 1970s, soup was often 
served at lunch time at the Jagi-

ellonian University. The best was a cauliflower soup 
with fresh dill. I still make different types of soup 
and enjoy sampling soups from different cultures 
when I get the chance.  

When I worked at Lorenzo Walker Technical College 
in Naples, Florida, the administrators served their 
favorites at a faculty luncheon. I was particularly 
taken with a garbanzo bean-based soup. The recipe 
was very convoluted and there were lots of handwrit-
ten notes all over the recipe page, which made it very 
confusing. I looked the recipe up on the Internet and 
found many references to a Spanish Garbanzo Bean 
Soup that were similar. It appears that this particu-
lar soup is a national dish, but cooks have a wide lati-
tude for making it their own. Which I did. The result 
was a fantastic soup which is supposed to sit over-
night for the flavors to meld, but I can never do 
that, because it is so good right out of pot as soon as 
it finishes simmering. I hope you enjoy it as much as 
I do. Let me know what you think! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jackie Spencer’s Spanish Chickpea Soup (from 
Denise Dusick at Lorenzo Walker)* 

1 medium onion, minced 

2 cloves garlic, minced 

1/2 medium bell pepper, chopped (optional) 

2 ounces Vigo olive oil 

1 chorizo (Spanish sausage), skin removed and crum-
bled 

1/2 pound smoked ham, diced 

1/4 teaspoon Vigo paprika 

1 29 ounce can garbanzo beans  

2 medium potatoes, 1/2 inch diced 

Vigo flavoring and coloring for yellow rice 

In a large saucepan, fry onion, garlic, and bell pepper 
in olive oil. Fry until onions are tender, but not 
browned. Add chorizo, smoked ham and paprika and 
fry gently. Add entire contents of garbanzo beans 
can including liquid and also one and one-half cans of 
water. Bring to a boil. Reduce heat and simmer for 
about 45 minutes. Add potatoes and Vigo Flavoring 
and coloring, ½ teaspoon at a time to obtain desired 
golden color and taste. Lower heat, and cook 15 
minutes or until potatoes are tender. I recommend 
doing this the day before serving and reheating and 
simmering the soup at a very low heat for 30 to 45 
minutes. 

Chopped bacon or salt pork that has been fried can 
be substituted for the olive oil. 

*modified by Adam Janowski. 

Note: I couldn’t find the spice by itself, so I had to 
strain a packet of Vigo Yellow Rice Mix to get the 
seasonings from the packet. It worked. And I didn’t 
need all the seasoning so I can use the rice mix for 
another dinner. 

    In love and service, 

Adam 

Food for Thought…from the Kitchen of Adam  
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As many of you may have noticed, The Channel 
has shrunk from the number of pages we once 
had.  As of this printing, we are printing 12 pag-
es.  At one time, a year or so ago, we had 16 pag-
es.  You are now probably asking “why”.  The an-
swer is, a lack of articles. 

At one time, when the Capital  Campaign was ac-
tive, there were always articles about the com-
mittee and what events were going on, etc. 
There were other individuals in the church who 
also submitted articles on various topics.  For 
some reason, we have not had the number of ar-
ticles from those individuals.   

On the other hand, we are thankful for the new 
submissions we have been getting from Bonnie.  
Her articles, under the heading of “Dancin’ on 
the Inside” are delightful to read. 

I am sure there are others in our church who 
can write.  I know of a couple of them, but, I 
don’t want to embarrass them by printing their 
names.  You know who you are, so I don’t need to 
mention your names. 

I would love to see The Channel get back to it’s 
former size, and have more Christian oriented 
articles in it.  These articles can be on your va-
cation, or a trip you took.  They can be about 
your fur babies, and the cute things they do. 
There are endless possibilities for a subject, so 
pick one and get to the keyboard.  Let your fin-
gers do the job of getting your thoughts on to 
paper. 

Also, we need more advertisers in our paper. We 
now have too many blank spots, in the advertis-
ing section, where we have “Advertise your busi-
ness”  If you know of someone, some company, 
that you think would be interested in advertising 
in The Channel, please contact the office.  We 
will follow-up. 

Thank you, 

Wayne Green—The Channel Team 

 

We are starting off the Christmas season with the 
expectation of an increase in our clients .  

As always we thank all of the individuals that donate 
food and or money to the Pantry and please know you 
will be blessed. At this time of the year, we will need 
more donations in order to meet the holiday demand. 

If you would like to donate food items, below is a list 
of items we can use and we always accept cash/
checks. 

Pinto Beans 16oz bag 

Mac & Cheese 7.25oz box 

Jiffy Cornbread Mix 8.5oz box 

Pasta Sauce 24oz 

Spaghetti 16oz box 

Veg’s 14.5oz can 

Corn Flakes 18oz box 

Fruit Cups 

Besides food items we are also in need of: 

Toilet Paper 

Bar Soap 

Tooth Paste 

Tooth Brushes 

God Bless 

 

Dean’s Food Pantry Volunteers 

 

THE CHANNEL NEEDS YOU      DEANS FOOD PANTRY 
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Christmas Toy Drive – 2017 
 St. John the Apostle Metropolitan Community Church in partnership with ICAN 

You: pick up a 'gift wish list’ for a child. 

You: use that list to select your gift purchase for that child.  

You: wrap that gift purchase placing the provided 'gift tag' 

identifying the child and their case ID information onto it. 

You: return the wrapped and tagged gift to SJAMCC by Dec. 15th. 

That is how easy and wonderful it can be to keep the Christmas spirit 

 alive among all those concerned about our community at this celebration of the birth of our savior Jesus Christ. 

The children you are helping to have a happy and wonder filled  

Christmas are part of our community that are affected or infected by H.I.V. or A.I.D.S. and the related problems arising 

from it. 

Thanking you in advance for your participation in this endeavor of 

 sharing and caring about the larger community of SJAMCC. 

PEACE – LOVE – FAITH – JOY 

  

For questions or additional info, call the church office: 239.344.0012. 

We are located at: 3049 McGregor Blvd., Fort Myers, Florida. 33901 

  

Bob Schneider – Program Chair 

Annual Christmas Toy Drive—2017  
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It is November 12, I am sore, tired, and it is af-
ter church.  I am thinking was it all worth it.  
YES, it was.  The event is looked forward to by so 
many people.  Those who work, those who donate 
items and those who come to shop always wonder 
when the next yard sale will be.  However, I am 
not sure how many people really understand how 
much work goes into it. I want to try and explain 
how much work there really is.  First of all, your 
thanks for the work we did is greatly appreciated.  
I would hope it would be followed by, “how can I 
help with the next one?” 

The following is a narration of what happens to get 
the job done: 

The date is picked several months in advance so it 
does not interfere with any events at the church.  
We also take into account our seasonal visitors, 
and local events that may compliment or interfere.  
We get a city permit, and put ads in the local 
newspapers. 

Two weekends before the sale, we set up tables in 
the fellowship hall to start accommodating the 
first delivery of items by those donating.  Delivery 
starts two Sundays before the Saturday sale.  
This was done by the two people chairing the 
event.  Then every day until the sale, sorting, 
testing items, cleaning items, folding clothes, and 
pricing takes place.  For this we used two people 
for clothes Susan and Mary, who were there 4 
days a week I think.  (While doing all of this, 
they also were preparing plants for their annual 
plant sale, and sold plants the Sunday after the 
sale as a part of the fundraising.) 

I worked on pricing, sorting, helping unload deliv-
eries and was there every day for 2 weeks.  I ar-
rived between 8 and 9am, staying till 1pm on the 
days I worked at my regular job.  On non- working 
days, I stayed till 4pm.  I must have put in at 
least 60 hours total.  David worked almost every 
day for 5-6 hours.  He also printed flyers, and 
price tags, on his computer at home.  Ken and 
George worked several days helping with pricing in 
particular and we couldn’t have done it without 
them. 

We had two individuals, Susan and Dale, who used 
their pickup trucks to pick up and deliver large and 
heavy items that were donated.   

The day of the sale people started arriving at the 

church at 4:30 AM.  Jack and Dale were the peo-
ple who moved heavy items, including furniture, to 
the parking lot.  David and I were setting up lights 
as it was still dark.  Julie, myself, Dan, Andy, 
Dale and Jack, took the many tables out which 
were piled with items.  The church was full of art 
work, and boxes that needed to go out as well.  In 
the meantime, Annette was serving coffee, juice, 
and breakfast to the workers.  Warren and Paul 
worked the furniture and clothes area.  Ann, Le-
nore, and the other cashiers started showing up as 
the day progressed.  

The first shoppers show up before sunrise.  

Bill served the lunch, Bev sold baked goods.  Six 
or more people showed up to work the crowd, 
helping people, stocking tables, selling the clothes, 
furniture, and plants.  Electronics, which needs 
some extra attention, was handled by Randy.   

If you were counting that was 20 people and we 
could have used many more. 

After the sale ends, we start cleaning up and box-
ing leftovers to be taken to Goodwill.  This year 
we loaded it all ourselves. This was no easy task, 
as we had a 15 foot truck, and although we sold a 
lot, we had a lot to get rid of. This year we 
raised $4500, which is wonderful. But, we needed 
to be getting the church ready for service on Sun-
day morning.  Several people stayed, some who 
had been there since 5 AM.  After delivering the 
items to Goodwill, we didn’t get back to the church 
until 5 PM.  Tired to be sure.  While we were 
gone, those left at the church cleaned up so it 
would look nice for the Sunday morning service.   

I hope you loved the sale, and believe in the ser-
vice it does for the community. As important, is 
how it helps with funding our church and its pro-
grams. Please consider helping us out next year. 
We need the help, and you will find after you rest 
up, recover the use of your arms and legs again, 
that this is what life is all about -  helping oth-
ers, making friends, and sleeping soundly after a 
job well done. 

Richard S. 

        THE DAY AFTER THE ST. JOHN’S YARD SALE 
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Dancin’ With Glitz, or Dancin’ With Peace 

 

Recently I’ve had a number of days that were 
“off the wall”, an old PA Dutch expression mean-
ing what has happened to peace, structure or 
consistency?  It seems like we’re just recovering 
from Irma’s horrific impact and it’s time to deco-
rate, shop and plan for Christmas!  How did that 
happen!?  The “off the wall” days seem to be 
filled with intimidating circumstances and diffi-
culties beyond what my strengths and abilities 
can measure up to.   

 

Isaiah 9:6 

 For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, 

 and the government will be on His shoulders. 

and He will be called Wonderful Counselor, 
Mighty God,  

Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

 

In this time of Advent we are preparing for and 
celebrating the coming One.  It is through Him 
that my days can have a dance of Peace.  I can 
dance (or walk through life)  Dancin’ With Glitz 
or I can be Dancin’ With Peace! My days are not 
always stress free.  I can get so involved in shop-
ping and all the decorating and baking and, well 
you know….. 

 

Jesus came as a tiny baby to help me follow the 
star, just as the wise men did.  I can ponder the 
majestic mystery of the Incarnation.  I can live 
in His presence, the Prince of Peace.  The wise 
men followed the star, fell down in humility and 
worshipped when they found Jesus. So I can fol 

 

low my “star”, the guidance Jesus brings to me 
through the Holy Spirit.  I can allow that “star” 
to bring me out of darkness into God’s marvelous 
light.  The Prince of Peace will fill my days with 
Peace that passes understanding.  It will 
strengthen me and guide my feet in the Dance of 
Peace.  Advent will not only be for a season but 
for all time. 

   

The wonder of it all is that we are given the 
choice and opportunity to be Dancin’ with Glitz or 
Dancin’ with Peace.  May this Holy Season renew 
the wonder of the Prince of Peace in each of our 
lives and lead us on paths of Peace. 

      

 

By Deacon Bonnie Moore  

      

DANCIN’ ON THE INSIDE 
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Many of you may recall this timeless holiday classic, released in 1983, featuring the turmoil regarding Ralphie and 

his antics to get a Red Ryder Carbine Action 200-shot Range Model air rifle for Christmas. Other timeless scenes 

from this film depicting life in the late 1930’s to early 1940’s in fictional Hohman, Indiana, included the hazards of 

electric lighting from that era. 

Now I am partial to this film for a number of reasons. The film was shot in Cleveland, Ohio (my hometown) in order 

to make use of the beautiful Downtown Higbees Department store (my Grandma would take me to eat in the 

Higbees Dining Room after shopping). Also, I have fond memories of my Grandfather constantly replacing fuses 

throughout the year, but especially at Christmas, when there were dozens of extension cords everywhere in the 

house for all of the Christmas Candelabras in the windows. My Grandparents’ West Side Cleveland home had in 

excess of 50 windows, and although my Grandmother tried desperately to light every window for the Holidays, 

there were a few that remained dark. Now my Grandfather, Like Ralphies “Old Man”, bought fuses by the gross as 

well, and when the fuses ran out, he’d use copper pennies, to get him through until he got more fuses...Ah the 

good old days… 

Although we rarely find fuses in a property, today, during a home inspection here in Lee County, FL, they’re still out 

there. Additionally, home inspections will reveal faulty GFI outlets, non-grounded electrical systems, malfunctioning 

outlets, switches, and breakers. One of the most detrimental electrical concerns that are found during a home in-

spection today is the presence of a Federal Pacific breaker panel – homeowners insurance carriers do not want to 

insure a property with this brand of panel. If you have electrical concerns in your home, please don’t hesitate to 

give me a call. Now, I’m not an electrician, but, I do work with a number of reputable electricians I am glad to refer. 

Don’t let a faulty electrical concern dull your dreams of a bright and twinkly Christmas Story this year.                                  

                                                                                                       

          Please       ccessJack at: 239.839.5927         

A Christmas Story 

@ 
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THE CHANNEL AD RATES 

Prepaid Annual Rates 

Business Cards $125  

1/4 Page  $190 

1/2 Page  $375 

Full Page  $500 

Prepaid Semi Annual (3 issues) Rates 

Business Cards $70 

1/4 Page  $100 

1/2 Page  $200 

Full Page  $280 

Prepaid Per Issue Rates 

Business Cards $25 

1/4 Page  $40 

1/2  Page  $75 

Full Page $100                                                
                                                                 

                                                                                                                                                                                                        

TO PLACE YOUR AD, PLEASE CALL 344-0012 

 

414 COPIES OF THE CHANNEL ARE  

PRINTED AND DISTRIBUTED… 

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS !! 

TO BECOME ONE, CALL 344-0012 

Saint John the Apostle  
Metropolitan Community Church 
3049 McGregor Boulevard 
Fort Myers, FL 33901 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

NON PROFIT ORG. 
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