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     Would you like to have dinner, for two, at the Oasis restaurant in Ft 

Myers?  At no cost to you?  Then read on and see how you can do it. 

     The Capital Campaign Committee’s ongoing program “Change for the Fu-

ture” started in March 2015.  The “Change for the Future” program will have 

its sixth collection, on September 27, 2015, having had our first one on April 

26, 2015. 

     If you remember, we said in the beginning of this program that we would 

have a contest at the end of six months of collections.  The contest will be to 

see who can come the closest to guessing the TOTAL AMOUNT collected in 

the previous six months.  The winner of this contest will be provided with a 

gift certificate from The Oasis restaurant in Ft Myers, for dinner for two. 

      Those persons in attendance on Sunday, October 25, 2015, will be able to 

participate in this contest.  Each person will be provided with a ballot form.  

On this form you will include your name and telephone number, along with your 

estimate of the TOTAL AMOUNT collected in the previous six collections for 

the “Change for the Future” program.  This is ONLY the amount of money col-

lected from the collection of monies through this program and does not include 

monies taken in by the Capital Campaign Committee through other programs. 

     We will collect the entry forms for processing during the service.   The 

committee members will review all of those entries received on Sunday, Octo-

ber 25, 2015 and will announce the one entry that comes the closest to guess-

ing the total amount collected, on Sunday, November 1, 2015. 

     You will not have to be present on Sunday, November 1st to win.  If you are 

not present, you will be notified by telephone. 

 

Wayne Green 

                                                                                        

Change for the Future  
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     This being the October/November issue of the 

Channel, I decided to write something inspirational 

concerning change of seasons. In other parts of the 

country, this is an easy task. You just start talking 

about changes leaves and frost on pumpkins. There is a 

change of seasons in Florida, if you look deeper than 

just the leaves.  

Fall colors? Nope. 

Fall weather? Not so much. 

Fall tradition? Nothing to write home about. 

Here in Southwest Florida Fall follows summer without a big To-do.  So here are 

some signs of fall. 

No. 10: People try to turn off their air conditioning. “Try” is the important word 

here. Often it takes several “Try’s”. 

No. 9: People start being on the lookout for snowbirds. It is like spotting the 

first Robin of Spring up North. Year-round Floridians like to keep an eye out. It’s 

a sport, more or less. 

No. 8: People stop checking the weather for hurricanes. Hurricane season 

doesn’t end until Nov. 30, officially, but we think the worst is over. 

No. 7: People start caring about what is really important – Football. Whether 

High School, College or Pro, the weekend becomes centered on cheering your fa-

vorite team.  

No. 6: People start going to farmers markets. Saturday mornings it is off to the 

local framers market. Even though this time of year most of the vegetables 

aren’t local, it just feels right.  

No. 5: People dry up. You know it is fall because you can walk to get your mail and 

not break into a sweat. 

No. 4: Pumpkin Spice is the flavor for everything. And cinnamon becomes a popu-

lar scent. Door wreaths of Pine Cones and Dried Corn can be seen on doors.  

No. 3: People slow mowing, start growing. The lawns aren’t growing as fast but it 

is time to start your tomatoes and cucumbers 

No. 2: People work on their seasonal humor. An old joke says you can tell it’s fall 

in Florida when the colors start to change on the license plates. “You know about 

the four seasons of Florida, don’t you?” “Hot, hotter, summer and Christmas.” 

No. 1: People wait a month for Florida to really cool off. September is just a 

taste. October and November, now those are the glorious months of autumn 

weather in Florida. 

 

Pastor Steve Filizzi 

   Fall in Florida 

mailto:worshipteam@sjamcc.com
mailto:admin@sjamcc.com
mailto:board@sjamcc.com
mailto:worshipteam@sjamcc.com
mailto:delegate@sjamcc.com
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The heavens declare the glory of God; and 

the firmament shows His handiwork. Psalm 

19:1  

     The 12th-century Chinese artist Li Tang 

painted landscapes animated with people, 

birds, and water buffalo. Because of his genius 

with fine line sketches on silk, Li Tang is con-

sidered a master of Chinese landscape art. For 

centuries, artists from around the world have 

depicted what they see in God’s art gallery of 

creation: “The heavens declare the glory of 

God; and the firmament shows His handi-

work” (Ps. 19:1). The Bible tells us that our 

creativity as human beings comes from being 

made in the image of the Master Creator (Gen. 

1:27). 

     God chose artists who worked with wood, 

gold, silver, bronze, and gems to create the 

furnishings, utensils, altars, and garments that 

were to be used when the ancient Israelites 

worshiped Him in the tabernacle  (Ex. 31:1-11). 

These artistic renderings of spiritual realities 

prompted and guided the priests and the peo-

ple in their worship of the Lord who had called 

them to be His people. 

     Through many types of artistic expression, 

we reflect the beauty of creation and honor 

the Creator and Redeemer of this marvelous 

world. 

 

Jonathan Hollander 

 Deacon St. John the Apostle 

 

 

Los cielos cuentan la gloria de Dios, y el 

firmamento anuncia la obra de sus manos 

(Salmo 19:1). 

El artista chino del siglo xii, Li Tang, pintaba 

paisajes animados con personas, pájaros y bú-

falos de agua. Su talento para realizar dibujos 

de línea fina sobre seda lo convirtieron en un 

maestro del arte paisajista chino. Durante si-

glos, artistas de todo el mundo han plasmado 

en sus obras lo que ven en la galería de arte de 

la creación divina: «Los cielos cuentan la gloria 

de Dios, y el firmamento anuncia la obra de sus 

manos» (Salmo 19:1). La Biblia afirma que nues-

tra creatividad como seres humanos surge de 

estar hechos a la imagen del Creador Maestro 

(Génesis 1:27). 

Dios escogió artistas que trabajaban en made-

ra, oro, plata, bronce y piedras preciosas para 

que fabricaran los muebles, los utensilios, los 

altares y la ropa que se usarían cuando los is-

raelitas lo adoraran en el tabernáculo (Éxodo 

31:1-11). Estas expresiones artísticas de ver-

dades espirituales impulsaban y guiaban a los 

sacerdotes y a las demás personas a adorar al 

Señor que los había llamado a ser pueblo suyo. 

A través de numerosas clases de expresiones 

artísticas, reflejamos la belleza de la creación 

y honramos al Creador y Redentor de este ma-

ravilloso mundo. 

 

Jonathan Hollander  

Diacono de St. John the Apostle 

 

THE DEACON’S CORNER 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+19%3A1
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+19%3A1
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       The Capital Campaign Committee held its first meeting 

on August 28, 2012.  Its purpose was the same as it is today 

– to find a way to pay off the mortgage on the church.    At 

the time the committee was formed, we owed close to 

$260,000 on the mortgage, with a monthly payment of over 

$4,000.00.  The church was in a real financial squeeze, as 

the income from regular donations was not enough to pay 

the mortgage and keep up with the everyday operating ex-

penses. 

     The committee came up with a number of things in order 

to raise money.  By the middle of 2013, we had raised just 

over $50,000.  By the end of 2013, we were just over 

$80,000.  Around that time the committee went on hiatus. 

     In late 2014, the committee was once again activated.  

It was to the point where we needed to resurrect the com-

mittee in order to start gaining on the slowly declining in-

come for the mortgage payments. 

     The committee came up with three major projects for 

2015.  The first was the “Change for the Future” program.  

The committee members purchased cans, about the size of 

a soft drink can, only a bit taller.  Each one had a slot in the 

top, and a lid on the bottom.  Each person was provided with 

one of these cans and asked to put it in the cup holder in 

their cars.  That was to be there for putting their lose 

change in the can every time they went out.  We started 

this program in March, with the first collection on April 

26th.  This program is an ongoing one, where each month, on 

the fourth Sunday, we collect the contents of the cans. 

     The second program was the “Plant Sale”, which was re-

ally more than just a “plant sale”.  We had baked goods, var-

ious vendors came in, renting tables or giving a portion of 

their proceeds to the church.  It was a great success and 

we raised over $1,457. 

     The third program is one we just introduced.  It is the 

“Buy a Brick” program.  We have a portion of one church 

wall, in the sanctuary, where we put up small tiles, on which 

we have plaques to be attached to the bricks.  The bricks 

are for such things as “In Memory of”, “In Honor of”, and 

various other memorial type things.  The price of the memo-

rial/honor brick is $50.  

      NOTE:  As with all of the projects, the cost of the ma-

terials to get all of these programs started, has been paid 

for by the committee members.  The labor for putting the 

bricks on the wall was donated by Nita, not a committee 

member, but a wonderful dedicated member of SJAMCC. 

     As of April 24, 2015, the Capital Campaign had raised 

almost $133,000.  Most of the money has come from small 

donations and from the efforts of the committee.  Howev-

er, we have also been blessed by the anonymous donations 

of $10,000 on a couple of occasions.   

     Since April, we have had the plant sale, and now six col-

lections under the “Change for the Future” program.  

Thanks to those and the ongoing programs, as of September 

23rd, we have collected a total of $149,862, toward the 

payoff of the mortgage. 

We would like to give the members of the Capital Campaign 

Committee a big THANK YOU. The members are: 

 Perry Daniels, DJ Driscoll, Ray Grabowski, Wayne Green 

(chair), Carol Greschow, and Julie Hover. 

Wayne Green 

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN COMMITTEE        

PIANO CD’S AVAILABLE 
     Once again this year, Brian & Chip Dietrich are going 

to be selling Piano CD’s to benefit the building fund.  Last 

year they sold CD’s and raised over $400 for the building 

fund. 

     The CD’s will be available after services on October 

18th, November 22nd, November 29th and December 20th 

     There are a total of seven different CD’s” 

 Concordia Music 

 Sinatra 

 Enlightenment 

 Love Songs 

 Broadway Hits #1 and Broadway Hits #2 

 Christmas CD 

     The CD’s will be $10.00 each or 3 for $25.00 

     If you have not heard these CD’s you are missing out 

on some great music.  Thanks to both of them for all they 

do for SJAMCC 
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This article combines the highlights of the June, August, 

and September meetings.  (The board meets 10 times per 

year and elected to skip the month of July.)  Complete 

minutes of each meeting are available at the church for 

those interested in more de-

tail. 

 

A PRAYER was offered by 

Pastor Steve at the beginning 

and end of each meeting.  The 

opening prayer helps members 

transition from their individu-

al thoughts and activities to being members of the SJAMCC 

Board of Directors, accountable for making decisions based 

upon the needs of the church and the material resources 

provided by the congregants. 

 

$$$$$   Financial data is prepared by treasurer Dale 

Gnatek and distributed to board members for review prior 

to each meeting.  At the June meeting, figures for the first 

six months of 2015 were distributed along with the usual 

data. The data showed that offerings declined and spending 

increased due to unbudgeted expenses. This pattern held 

for the month of June as well as for the first six months of 

the year. The only bright spot was that we did better finan-

cially than we did in 2014.  Specifically, the net income 

(income minus expenses) was shown as a loss of $18,005.64 

for the first six months of 2015 compared to a loss of 

$23,067.21 for the first six months of 2014, a 21.9% im-

provement. The remaining months of summer followed the 

same financial pattern.  It was necessary to remove money 

from savings to meet expenses. 

 

UNBUDGETED EXPENSES are the most common items 

brought to the board for decisions.  During the summer, the 

board made decisions regarding four needs that were not in 

the budget.  (1) The need for a mini recorder for the organ 

was met by accepting the donation of a recorder from a 

congregant.  (2) The need for participation of the church in 

the September Pride event was met by approving funding 

for registration, sponsorship, and/or giveaway items contin-

gent upon congregant donations.  (3) The funding for repair 

of the sanctuary air conditioner was approved retroactively.  

(4) The funding for several leaking roof repairs was ap-

proved. 

     For years, the income from offerings and fund raisers 

has not been sufficient to meet our minimal budgeted ex-

penses. There are no funds budgeted for emergencies or 

special opportunities.  We are blessed in having a generous 

congregation, willing to contribute extra money or donate 

gifts in kind for many expenses that are unbudgeted, such 

as the organ recorder and funding for Pride.  When the 

board determines that an item is absolutely necessary, such 

as repairing a roof leak or air conditioner, the board is com-

pelled to authorize funding for items that are not in the 

budget, even though they understand the serious conse-

quences of overspending the budget.    

 

CONGREGANT VOLUNTEERS have provided the person 

power needed to minimize expenses.  As indicated in reports 

of the three board committees and during board discus-

sions, during the summer much was accomplished by board, 

congregant, and staff volunteers.  Staff and congregant 

volunteers have personally gone up on the roof to under-

stand the leak problems and to clear clogged drains.  Volun-

teers have worked to keep the landscape pruned and free of 

rampant summer season weed growth.  Extra income was 

produced through volunteers conducting fund raisers such 

as the Nature's Gallery Plant and Art Sale, Change for the 

Future, and Buy a Brick program.  In efforts to increase the 

number of contributing long term congregants, volunteers 

worked to improve Sunday services through changing and 

improving the audio system, the music program, and the co-

ordination of the newcomer and label tables. 

 

DATES FOR FALL  ACTIVITIES  established by the 

board are as follows: 

 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 26.  The board will attend a budg-

et workshop beginning at 9 AM.   

 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 11.  Fellowship Sunday.  An extra of-

fering will be collected on this day to provide funding for 

the fellowship of MCC. 

 

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 7.  The fall Yard Sale will be held 

on November 7.  Items may be brought to the church for 

sale two weeks prior to November 7th. 

 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 15.  The Annual Congregational Meet-

ing will be held following Sunday Service.  Key agenda items 

will include the 2016 budget and election of 3 new board 

members to replace those going off the board. 

 

Julie Hover 

 

BOARD HIGHLIGHTS 
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HOTTER THAN HELL 
     “Hotter than Hell” is an expression we sometimes use to 

describe a particularly uncomfortable day, especially here in 

southern Florida. In reality we are increasingly experiencing 

more of such days. 

     Early concerns about global warming surfaced in earnest 

during the 1950’s.  For the most part those concerns were 

minimally acknowledged or ignored altogether. 

      Awareness concerning climate change (global warming) 

increased significantly when Vice President Al Gore attempted 

to bring into focus the dangers our globe was facing.  The 

documentary (2006) An Inconvenient Truth launched world-

wide discussions of the issues raised.  Some said the docu-

mentary was flawed.  Regardless, it has become increasingly 

evident our world climate is changing.  It is not going to go 

away. 

      As recently as 17 September 2015 America on Line (AOL) 

published a news brief indicating that the National Oceanic 

and Atmospheric Administration announced “the summer of 

2014 and the 1st eight month of 2015 smashed all global rec-

ords for heat.”   Further, “using records dating from 1880, 

this year is a near certainty to eclipse 2014 as the hottest 

year on record in 135 years.” 

     If by now you are asking “what does this have to do with 

the Metropolitan Community Fellowship and with our Saint 

John the Apostle you have asked a logical question.  Read on! 

  Recently, under the direction of the Reverend Sally Bingham, 

MCC established the imitative “Interfaith Power & Light 

(IPL): A Religious Response to Global Warming.”  According to 

Rev. Bingham the purpose of this initiative is to respond to 

climate change by promoting clean energy solutions thus aiding 

in reduction of global warming.  It is an attempt to also view 

containment of global warming as a moral responsibility. 

       IPL now encompasses 40 state affiliates, 18,000 congre-

gations and hundreds of thousands of individuals.  At the local 

level IPL encourages individual congregations to review its 

policies concerning energy conservation.  For example, one 

possibility for Saint John the Apostle might be to look for 

ways to use renewable energy within our church building.   

     Yes, our building is old and yes our resources are limited 

but this can be an opportunity to work with the Fellowship in 

looking at how to be more responsive to the world we share 

with others. 

     As a first step I, as your lay delegate, have joined the ini-

tiative. By doing so, I receive information concerning this is-

sue.  In turn our church is now listed as one of the congrega-

tions involved in this activity.  Any MCC’er can join and it is 

free of charge. 

     Personally, I think what our Fellowship is doing is pretty 

c o o l .                                                                                                 

 Bruce P. Mericle Lay Delegate 
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Food Pantry                             “Buy a Brick” Cont’d. 

When Jesus said when you give to my Brothers and Sisters 

you give to me. So the food pantry crew would like to take 

this time to thank all of you for all donations given. With 

the absence of Ron, we also would like to ask for prayers 

for his speedy recovery. 

 

We continue to see growth in families using Dean’s Food 

Pantry.  As a reminder if you have non-perishable food  

donations you may drop them by the church Sunday before 

service or during the weekday, Monday through Thursday 

10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.  

 

Thank you and God Bless, 

The Food Pantry Team  

 

 

 

     Would you like to buy a brick - To remember someone 

special?  To honor someone? To help your church? 

     You can do all of those by taking part in the Capital Cam-

paign Committee’s final program for 2015.  It was kicked off 

on Sunday, September 13th, and had a follow-up on the 20th.  

But, if you missed either of those dates, we will be having an-

other follow-up in the next couple of weeks.  But, you don’t 

have to wait to find out what it is all about.  Just continue to 

read this article. 

     If you have been to SJAMCC in the past 3 or 4 weeks, you 

might have noticed a section of the wall facing McGregor 

Boulevard looks a little different.  For a couple of weeks, 

there was this blue tape on the wall.  Then a couple of weeks 

ago the tape was gone and replaced by something new.  Now it 

has some small brick tiles that have been put on the wall, in an 

area about 8 foot by 4 foot.  What was that all about? 

     As it turns out, it was the preparations for the beginning 

of the “Buy a Brick” program.  This program has two primary 

functions.  One, it will allow you to buy one of those bricks, 

and have a real nice plaque applied to it, to remember someone 

special, or to honor someone special, or maybe your favorite 

“baby”, who possibly had four legs.  You get the idea.  The 

second part is to help your church to continue to make the 

monthly mortgage payments, and pay off the building.  The 

building’s mortgage is the single largest expense we have.  

While we have made a great deal of progress, now owing about 

50% of what we did in 2012, we still have to work on it.   

(Read the article on the “Capital Campaign Committee”, else-

where in this issue.) 

     These “bricks”, with the very nice plaque on it will only 

cost you $50.  We think this is a very reasonable price for 

something which will allow you to have someone or some spe-

cial “baby” of yours remembered in our sanctuary.  This will 

allow everyone who attends the church to see, for as long as 

St John the Apostle MCC exists. 

     We have order forms available at the “label table” area in 

the parlor.  We will have someone there, before and after 

services, for the next few weeks.  After that, you may pick an 

order form up at the office during office hours, or at the 

label table on Sundays.  The order form is very simple to com-

plete.  It requires your name, address, and telephone number 

(just in case we need to contact you about the plaque, now or 

in the future)  It also has an ordering section, which consists 

of three (3) lines of sixteen (16) squares, in which you write 

the information you want on your plaque.  Below that is an ar-

ea for you to sign, indicating you approved the form and the 

information you want on the brick/plaque.  A member of the 

committee or church staff will sign below that, indicating 

they received your check or cash, as indicated on the form. 

    Of course, if you have questions, one of the committee 

members, or Kurt Hood, in the office, can help you with the 

completion of the order form.  Note: If the information you 

wish to have on the plaque is longer than the sixteen charac-

ters allowed, please contact a committee member or Kurt to 

find out how to complete the form.  It is possible, to have 

some adjustments made to be able to handle a limited number 

of additional characters. 

     It may sometimes take up to two weeks for the plaque to 

arrive and be applied to the brick.  

     We hope we can count on your support for all of our pro-

grams 

 

Wayne Green 

Chairperson CCC 

“Buy a Brick” 
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~ October 2015 ~ 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1  
10a-12p Food Pantry 

6:30p-7:30p Serenity 
by the River NA 
Meeting 

 

2  
Church Office Closed 

 

3  
Church Office Closed 

6p-7p The Rainbow 
Group of NA 

8p-9p Lambda 
Drummer (AA) 

 

4  
10a-11a Traditional 
Worship 

 

5  
6p-7:30p N.A.M.I. 
Support Group For 
LGBT 

 

6  
9a-1:30p Lee County 
Health Department 

10a-12p Food Pantry 

6:30p-7:30p Prayer 
Team Meets 

8p-9p Lambda 
Drummer (AA) 

 

7  
10a-12:30p Game Day 

6:30p-7:30p Bible 
Sharing (Study) Group 

6:45p-8p Choir 
Practice 

 

8  
10a-12p Food Pantry 

6:30p-7:30p Serenity 
by the River NA 
Meeting 

 

9  
Church Office Closed 

 

10  
Church Office Closed 

6p-7p The Rainbow 
Group of NA 

8p-9p Lambda 
Drummer (AA) 

PRIDE at Alliance For 
The Arts 12 – 5 pm 

11  
10a-11a Traditional 
Worship 

2nd Sunday Brunch 
and  
Pink Sunday  

12 Columbus Day 
6p-7:30p N.A.M.I. 
Support Group For 
LGBT 

 

13  
10a-12p Food Pantry 

6:30p-7:30p Prayer 
Team Meets 

8p-9p Lambda 
Drummer (AA) 

 

14  
10a-12:30p Game Day 

6:30p-7:30p Bible 
Sharing (Study) Group 

6:45p-8p Choir 
Practice 

 

15  
10a-12p Food Pantry 

6:30p-7:30p Serenity 
by the River NA 
Meeting 

 

16  
Church Office Closed 

 

17  
Church Office Closed 

10:30a-12p Trans Life 
Group 

6p-7p The Rainbow 
Group of NA 

8p-9p Lambda 
Drummer (AA) 

 

18  
10a-11a Traditional 
Worship 

 

19  
6p-7:30p N.A.M.I. 
Support Group For 
LGBT 

 

20  
9a-2p Lee County 
Health Department 

10a-12p Food Pantry 

6:30p-7:30p Prayer 
Team Meets 

8p-9p Lambda 
Drummer (AA) 

 

21  
10a-12:30p Game Day 

5p-6p Board of 
Directors Meeting 

6:30p-7:30p Bible 
Sharing (Study) Group 

6:45p-8p Choir 
Practice 

 

22  
10a-12p Food Pantry 

6:30p-7:30p Serenity 
by the River NA 
Meeting 

 

23  
Church Office Closed 

 

24  
Church Office Closed 

6p-7p The Rainbow 
Group of NA 

8p-9p Lambda 
Drummer (AA) 

 

25  
10a-11a Traditional 
Worship 

 

26  
6p-7:30p N.A.M.I. 
Support Group For 
LGBT 

 

27  
10a-12p Food Pantry 

6:30p-7:30p Prayer 
Team Meets 

8p-9p Lambda 
Drummer (AA) 

 

28  
10a-12:30p Game Day 

6:30p-7:30p Bible 
Sharing (Study) Group 

6:45p-8p Choir 
Practice 

 

29  
10a-12p Food Pantry 

6:30p-7:30p Serenity 
by the River NA 
Meeting 

 

30  
Church Office Closed 

 

31 Halloween 
Church Office Closed 

6p-7p The Rainbow 
Group of NA 

8p-9p Lambda 
Drummer (AA) 
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~ November 2015 ~ 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 All Saints Day 
10a-11a Traditional 
Worship 

 

2  
6p-7:30p N.A.M.I. 
Support Group For 
LGBT 

 

3 Election Day 
9a-1:30p Lee County 
Health Department 

10a-12p Food Pantry 

6:30p-7:30p Prayer 
Team Meets 

8p-9p Lambda 
Drummer (AA) 

 

4  
10a-12:30p Game 
Day 

6:30p-7:30p Bible 
Sharing (Study) 
Group 

6:45p-8p Choir 
Practice 

 

5  
10a-12p Food Pantry 

6:30p-7:30p Serenity 
by the River NA 
Meeting 

 

6  
Church Office Closed 

 

7  
Church Office Closed 

6p-7p The Rainbow 
Group of NA 

8p-9p Lambda 
Drummer (AA) 

FALL YARD SALE  
7:30 – 2:00 PM 

8  
10a-11a Traditional 
Worship 

 

9  
6p-7:30p N.A.M.I. 
Support Group For 
LGBT 

 

10  
10a-12p Food Pantry 

6:30p-7:30p Prayer 
Team Meets 

8p-9p Lambda 
Drummer (AA) 

 

11 Veterans' Day 
10a-12:30p Game 
Day 

6:30p-7:30p Bible 
Sharing (Study) 
Group 

6:45p-8p Choir 
Practice 

 

12  
10a-12p Food Pantry 

6:30p-7:30p Serenity 
by the River NA 
Meeting 

 

13  
Church Office Closed 

 

14  
Church Office Closed 

6p-7p The Rainbow 
Group of NA 

8p-9p Lambda 
Drummer (AA) 

 

15  
10a-11a Traditional 
Worship 

Annual 
Congregational 
Meeting after Worship 

16  
6p-7:30p N.A.M.I. 
Support Group For 
LGBT 

 

17  
9a-2p Lee County 
Health Department 

10a-12p Food Pantry 

6:30p-7:30p Prayer 
Team Meets 

8p-9p Lambda 
Drummer (AA) 

 

18  
10a-12:30p Game 
Day 

5p-6p Board of 
Directors Meeting 

6:30p-7:30p Bible 
Sharing (Study) 
Group 

6:45p-8p Choir 
Practice 

 

19  
10a-12p Food Pantry 

6:30p-7:30p Serenity 
by the River NA 
Meeting 

 

20  
Church Office Closed 

 

21  
Church Office Closed 

10:30a-12p Trans Life 
Group 

6p-7p The Rainbow 
Group of NA 

8p-9p Lambda 
Drummer (AA) 

 

22  
10a-11a Traditional 
Worship 

 

23  
6p-7:30p N.A.M.I. 
Support Group For 
LGBT 

 

24  
10a-12p Food Pantry 

6:30p-7:30p Prayer 
Team Meets 

8p-9p Lambda 
Drummer (AA) 

 

25  
10a-12:30p Game 
Day 

6:30p-7:30p Bible 
Sharing (Study) 
Group 

6:45p-8p Choir 
Practice 

 

26 Thanksgiving 
10a-12p Food Pantry 

6:30p-7:30p Serenity 
by the River NA 
Meeting 

 

27  
Church Office Closed 

 

28  
Church Office Closed 

6p-7p The Rainbow 
Group of NA 

8p-9p Lambda 
Drummer (AA) 

Wreath Auction @ 
Tubby’s City Hangout 

29 Advent begins 
10a-11a Traditional 
Worship 

 

30  
6p-7:30p N.A.M.I. 
Support Group For 
LGBT 

 

Notes: 
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When I get too agitated that 

things are not going the way I 

want them to go, I have learned 

that I need to take a step back 

and be grateful for all that I 

have been given through the 

grace of God.  

On the third Sunday In Septem-

ber, I had the great good for-

tune to hear our new choir. That 

was a wonderful blessing. It was 

also a blessing for me to share my talents in the kitchen, 

prepping Sunday brunch. The best blessing was knowing that 

the choir had volunteered to do the cleanup after brunch. I 

love to cook, but I sure do hate doing the dishes! 

When I first started doing the brunches at church, I 

would panic, because I’ve never had any training as a cater-

er. I am a home cook, not a chef. I agonized over everything

---the menu, the purchasing of supplies, the decorations, 

the cooking and the serving preparations. 

Today, I handle things better. I have a better under-

standing of what needs to be done, what I need to buy, and 

how to get it all together so that it all can be served in a 

matter of minutes on Sunday morning. 

Today, I take the time to sit down and eat as well, so 

that I can take a few minutes to savor the meal that was 

created with love and care—with gratitude for the grace I 

have been so freely given to use my talents to bring joy to 

others through breaking bread together. 

At brunch in September, I served my variation on a rec-

ipe by Ree Drummond, also known as The Pioneer Woman. 

She titled her dish “Sleepin’ in  Omelette ”. Her recipe did 

not include spinach or sausage, and I lowered the amount of 

butter specified in the recipe. If you would like to see her 

original recipe, you can find it on her website, 

www.PioneerWomanCooks.com. I really like her recipes; they 

are easy to follow and her photographs are terrific. 

“Sleepin’ in  Omelette “ 

Ingredients: 

 

I package pork sausage links (10 oz. package, about 14 links),  

 

sautéed, cooled, and cut into 1/2 inch pieces 

1 cup of cooked spinach, chopped, at room temperature 

6 whole onion rolls (I used onion roll hamburger buns from 

Publix) 

1 cup grated sharp cheddar cheese, divided 

6 ounces whipped cream cheese 

1 stick butter 

10 whole eggs 

2 cups milk 

1 teaspoon chopped chives 

1/2 teaspoon dry mustard 

1/2 teaspoon salt 

1/2 teaspoon McCormick Grill Mates Chicken Seasoning 

(optional) 

 

1 dash cayenne pepper 

 

Preparation: 

Generously butter a 9x13 baking dish.  

Tear onion rolls into chunks and place them in the bottom of 

the baking dish. Sprinkle with chopped sausage links, spin-

ach, and 1/2 cup cheddar cheese, then spoon teaspoonful 

dollops of cream cheese over the top.  Sprinkle with remain-

ing cheddar cheese and chives. Cut 1 stick of butter into 16 

pieces and place over the top. 

Blend or whisk together eggs, milk and spices and pour over 

the top of the dish. Cover and refrigerate overnight. 

The next morning, bake at 325 degrees, covered, for 45 

minutes. Then remove foil and continue baking at 350 de-

grees for 10-15 minutes. 

The salad was a simple combination of Butter Lettuce salad 

mix, chopped apples, halved grapes, candied walnuts and 

dried cranberries. I made the Apple Cider Ranch Dressing 

by combining about 1 cup of ranch dressing with about 1/3 

cup apple cider and 1/4 cup honey. If you feel it needs to be 

a little more tart you can add a teaspoon or two of apple 

cider vinegar. Adjust the recipe to suit your taste. 

 

--in love and service, 

Adam  

Food for Thought…from the Kitchen of Adam Janowski 

http://www.PioneerWomanCooks.com
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     Randy and I (Richard that 

is), will be heading up the fall 

yard sale along with the capa-

ble David Samson.  We are 

pleased to be able to work 

with our church family to have 

some fun, meet some new   

people, and at the same time 

raise money to help with 

church expenses. 

 

     The yard sale can be a 

great time or a pretty misera-

ble time.  It will be a great 

time with the help of everyone 

who is able to offer a few hours, or a lot more.  This is 

the kind of project where there is something for every-

one to do.  I will try and list them from smaller and a bit 

simpler all the way up to the bigger commitments. 

 

1. go through your closets, garage, basement, cupboards, 

dresser drawers and do some fall cleaning.  This helps you 

and when you find those things you do not use anymore, if 

they are still useful, you donate them to the yard sale. 

 

2. So you are the neatest housekeeper ever.  OK  you 

have some time free? This can be an hour or two anytime 

the two weeks prior to the yard sale.  You can help sort, 

price, clean up, fix, or organize all of the things that 

come in.  We start accepting items Saturday October 24.  

We are open for sorting regular church hours and when-

ever the three amigos ( David, Randy, Richard)  can be 

there to help sort etc. 

 

3.  We will accept clothes – it helps if they are clean, and 

folded, and in good condition.  Electronics are fine but 

they must work.  Only flat screen TV’s please.  Furniture 

and larger items are fine but it really helps if you can get 

them to us.  Also if people who have pick- up trucks will 

help us bring larger items to the church for those less 

able it will be easier for those who always give in to our 

requests. 

 

4.  It you bake, we have a bake sale and lunch that day.  

Please bring items on Friday before the sale or that 

morning early. If you can help serve breakfast to those 

setting up that helps too.  We start setting up at 5:00 

am.  If you can make a lunch and help sell those items to 

the shoppers let us know. 

 

5.  We need cashiers and 

sales people.  You can 

work one shift or all day.  

We start at 6:30 am until 

about 3:00 pm.   

 

6. We start carrying out 

tables and organizing the 

items at 5:00 am.   

Whether you can only lift 

one item at a time, or 

throw a refrigerator over 

your shoulder, we need 

you -  especially the    lat-

ter if you like art, dishes, 

clothes, tools, Christmas decorations or some other    

category that is a perfect area for you to volunteer to 

help out with.   

 

7.  We need help cleaning up of course.  This includes 

boxing up leftovers for Goodwill to pick up at 3:00 pm.  

We need to set up the sanctuary for service Sunday 

morning.  The church needs to look like it does every  

Sunday, but remember it will be a big mess all day      

Saturday.   

 

As you can see, it is a big project.  If you leave it all to 

David, Richard, Randy and a couple more people, it will be 

impossible.  AND they are all getting really old.  Let’s  all 

get old together, and help each other.  Let’s all have fun 

together, be a family together, set an example for others 

together, be tired together and worship together on  

Sunday.  I would say we should all get in the Jacuzzi   

together but I don’t know of one big enough.  BUT we will 

feel good together for this event builds community.   We 

meet a need in the community and we are helping out 

“our” church, as well as  the people we are selling to and 

much  more. 

 

Please, please help us.  Help you. Help others, Help the 

mortgage payment. 

 

All our love and thanks,  

 

Richard,  Randy  and the best advisor ever, David 

 

“That is what we are called to do.  What could possibly be 

more important than helping someone else? “ 

          Rev. Steve Filizzi 

 

        ST JOHN THE APOSTLE MCC FALL CHURCH YARD SALE 

Saturday, November 7, 2015         
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Cleaning Up and Cleaning out! 

Recently working with several clients who needed to downsize from their current 

home to a smaller more manageable property and another moving into assisted   

living, I began to think about my own need to “downsize”. Home is where the heart 

is; and the exercise equipment, the kitchen gadgets, a service for 12 place setting 

of Christmas china, tax returns from the 90’s, VHS tapes, National Geographic   

magazines from 1979-1986 (missing January and February 1983 because Grandpa 

spilled something on them and Grandma was very upset, because “they would have 

been worth something someday!”) 

I work with professional organizers for hire that will come into a property, should 

your family need assistance in cleaning out unused and unwanted items. The 2015 

Fall SJAMCC Church Yard sale is just around the corner on November 7, 2015, now 

would be an excellent time to evaluate unused “STUFF” for its current use and any 

value and make a donation to the church yard sale. After you’ve cleaned out, I have 

cleaning companies that will come into your property and tailor a plan to clean up 

the premises. Please accessjack to learn more about the value of decluttering your 

home. 

 

          
 GRI 

Please @ccessJack at (239) 839-5927                                                              

Or visit me online anytime at www.accessjack.com 

http://www.accessjack.com/
http://www.accessjack.com
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