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The CHANNEL is a newsletter publication 
of Saint John the Apostle MCC. Any      
publication or inclusion of any names, 
organizations or businesses do not reflect 
the religious or sexual orientation or   
lifestyle of such individuals or groups.  Any 
opinions expressed herein are those of 
the writers and do not necessarily       
represent the opinion of Saint John the 
Apostle MCC.  Likewise, inclusion of ad-
vertising from any sponsor does not con-
stitute such endorsement by The      
CHANNEL or Saint John the Apostle MCC.  
Articles printed in The CHANNEL may be 

reprinted by any UFMCC church. 

‘All questions will follow the same format: 

Question #1 will be found in the “Old Testament” 

Question #2 will be found in the “New Testament” 

Question #3 will be about the “Life of Christ” 

Question #4 will be about “People”  

Question #5 will be a “Quote” 

Question #6 will be a “Place” 

Question #7 will be a “General” question 

 

#1  How did Rahab mark her house so she would be protected when 

Jericho was captured?  

#2  What three things were in the Holy Place? 

#3  In the parable of the sower, to what did Jesus liken the seed? 

#4  At whose preaching did the men of Nineveh repent? 

#5  Who said “Lord, that I might receive my sight”? 

#6  Where did Abraham dwell while sojourning in the land of promise? 

#7  Which book tells about a queen of Persia? 

 

Answers to the Bible Challenge Questions can be found somewhere in 

the current issue of the Channel.    

Have Fun! 

 

BIBLE CHALLENGE  



The Channel, St. John the Apostle MCC 

 

Page  2 

  Pastor’s Pen  CHURCH DIRECTORY 

SENIOR PASTOR  

Rev. Steve Filizzi             pastor@sjamcc.com 

Congregational Administrator 

Kurt Hood                        admin@sjamcc.com 

      

CHOIR DIRECTOR / ORGANIST 

Don Gouger—Organist    music@sjamcc.com 

Brian Dietrich—Pianist     

BOARD MEMBERS         board@sjamcc.com 

Rudy Bliss           Carol Greschow 

Nivia Torres                     Julie Hover      

Jason McRae            Maxine Johnson 

OFFICE HOURS 

Monday  through Thursday 

10:00 AM –  2 :00 PM 

DEACONS                     deaconate@sjamcc.com     

Tony Cerullo         Tim Meyers 

Glenda Enterline            Wanda Neubert 

Jonathan Hollander       Mary Jane Soller 

Arla Johnson                                                                       

LAY DELEGATES            delegate@sjamcc.com 

Jack Lewis       Bruce Mericie 

Glenda Enterline/Alternate Delegate                 

TREASURER       treasurer@sjamcc.com                                   

Dale Gnatek                                                                      

CHURCH OFFICE 

Phone: (239) 344-0012   Fax: (239) 344-0445 

 

Visit Our Website 

 www.sjamcc.com 

BE A FAN!  

  Follow Us On FACEBOOK    
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Rev. Alfred McBride shares this reflec-

tion:  

"Each year, God asks us to shed one more 
coat of awareness, one more dream state 
and come alive to the vision of God’s plan 
for each of us and the world-at-large. 

"The older we get, the harder this is to do. As children we 
had a sense of wonder. Our eyes were wide open and drink-
ing in the fascinating gifts we beheld…Our thirsty souls 
could not have enough of the wonders of creation. 

"Then, somehow, we grew too old to dream. We tired of the 
abundance of the world, or at least grew weary of keeping 
up with the feast of life, and stepped away from the ban-
quet of life. 

"The natural gift of wonder God gave us as children was 
meant to be kept alive.…Instead we let wonder go to sleep. 
We entered the typical dream state of most humans. 

"Why else does Jesus tell us today, ‘Stay awake!’…Advent 
says, ‘Wake up and realize the gifts of love you have re-
ceived.’ 

"…Psychology says, ‘Let go.’ Spirituality says, ‘Wake up.’ In 
both cases there is a withdrawal from the business of daily 
life (our dream state) and a waking up to the subconscious 
and spiritual depths of ourselves." 

 

As we come to the time of Advent, Christmas and New 

Year’s. I pray that we all have a sense of Wonder. The world 

has made this time almost like a chore, like a task to be got-

ten through. Let us reclaim the power, the grace and the 

beauty.  

 

Pastor Steve Filizzi 

GIFT OF WONDER 

mailto:worshipteam@sjamcc.com
mailto:admin@sjamcc.com
mailto:board@sjamcc.com
mailto:worshipteam@sjamcc.com
mailto:delegate@sjamcc.com
http://www.sjamcc.com/
http://www.sjamcc.com/
http://www.sjamcc.com/
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“Thank you” to Rascals for their time and talent 

show, Friday, Nov. 21st.  The show was tremendous 

and they presented Deans Food Pantry with a much 

needed check for our pantry.  They also accepted 

canned goods from their customers for the pantry. 

Pantry hours: 

Tuesday & Thursday 

9 AM to Noon 

Thanks again to Jack, Billy & All the wonderful 

performers.  Thanks to all our parishioners who 

continue to support the pantry. 

 

Ron Johnson 

   

    

It has been a year! When I look back on the past 12 

months, it is difficult to believe that time has gone that 

quickly: the SJAMCC congregation elected Bruce Mer-

icle and me as the Lay Delegates and Glenda Enterline 

as Alternate Lay Delegate for a 3 year term that will 

end in December 2016.  

    As Lay Delegate Freshman, Bruce and I have contrib-

uted articles to the Channel Newsletter for each of its 

bi monthly publications. This is an effective way to be 

sure that the congregation is informed of the events 

that impact the MCC denomination and how they relate 

to our West Florida Network and SJAMCC. This year 

our articles included highlights of the responsibilities 

of your MCC Lay delegates; a historical perspective on 

the MCC denomination; the All Florida Gathering that 

Pastor Steve Filizzi and Bruce Mericle attended in Sar-

asota; A synopsis of the gathering and included ses-

sions; and Bruce’s 2 part (2 Channel edition articles) 

study of the “Building Blocks of Relationships” the 7 

hour, 3 part series by Reverend Elder Ken Martin on 

Committed Relationships and Human Sexuality. The All 

Florida’s Gathering emphasis on relationships included: 

One Boy’s Journey To Fabulous And Back by David 

“Scarbie” Mitchell. This ultimately manifested itself 

into a relationship that the SJAMCC community now 

shares with Scarbie and his husband, Richard. What a 

small world in which we live… 

     2014 also introduced to the Denomination the crea-

tion of the MNC, Moderator Nominating Committee, as 

Dr. Rev. Nancy Wilson is slated to complete her tenure 

as the Denomination’s Moderator In July 2016, as MCC 

lay and clergy delegates from around the world will 

elect our next Moderator at MCC General Conference 

XXVI in Victoria, British Columbia, Canada. Dr. Wilson 

has distinctively led the MCC Denomination since Octo-

ber 1, 2005. The MNC consists of 3 appointed persons 

and 2 alternates. The responsibility of these individuals 

is to bring 5 qualified nominees to General Conference 

for the election process. The MNC oversaw the creation 

of the MNC Global MCC Survey that was completed by 

nearly 800 persons during its availability from 6/23/14 

– 8/8/14. The results of this comprehensive survey, 

“2014 Online Survey: Your Voice, Our Future” are now 

available online at: http://mccchurch.org/mnc-your-

voice/ and will be highlighted in upcoming Channel Arti-

cles as the 2016 General Conference draws nearer. 

     As your Lay Delegates, we humbly serve you as the 

conduit between the SJAMCC congregation in Ft Myers 

Florida and the MCC Global Denomination. We appreci-

ate your support, your questions, your concerns, and the 

joy we share as the children of God in our journey with 

Jesus. 

Sincerely,  

Jack Lewis and Bruce Mericle, Lay Delegates 

 

 

DEAN’S FOOD PANTRY           2014 LAYDELEGATE REPORT cont. 

2014 LAY DELEGATE REPORT 
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Day 205 of the rest of my life prayer challenge. 

Psalm 6:6 

     I am weary with my groaning; all night I make my 

bed swim; I drench my couch with my tears. 

     On a November day in 1963, the Beach Boys’ Bri-

an Wilson and Mike Love wrote a song quite unlike 

the band’s typically upbeat tunes. It was a mournful 

song about love that’s been lost. Mike said later, 

“As hard as that kind of loss is, the one good that 

comes from it is having had the experience of being 

in love in the first place.” They titled it “The 

Warmth of the Sun.” 

     Sorrow serving as a catalyst for songwriting is 

nothing new. Some of David’s most moving psalms 

were penned in times of deep personal loss, includ-

ing Psalm 6. Though we aren’t told the events that 

prompted its writing, the lyrics are filled with 

grief, “I am weary with my groaning; all night I 

make my bed swim, I drench my couch with my 

tears. My eye wastes away because of grief” (vv.6-

7). 

     But that’s not where the song ends. David knew 

pain and loss, but he also knew God’s comfort. And 

so he wrote, “The LORD has heard my supplication; 

the LORD will receive my prayer” (v.9). 

     In his grief, David not only found a song, he also 

found reason to trust God, whose faithfulness 

bridges all of life’s hard seasons. In the warmth of 

His presence, our sorrows gain a hopeful perspec-

tive.  Amen    

 

Deacon Jonathan Hollander 

 

 

 

Día 205 del resto de mi desafío de la oración de la vida. 

Salmo 6:6 

     Me he consumido a fuerza de gemir; todas las noches 

inundo de llanto mi lecho, riego mi cama con mis lágrimas. 

     Un día de noviembre de 1963, dos integrantes de los 

Beach Boys  escribieron una canción bastante diferente a 

la música que solían interpretar. Era una triste pieza so-

bre el amor perdido. Uno de ellos declaró: «A pesar de lo 

difícil de una pérdida así, lo bueno que eso deja es haber 

estado enamorado alguna vez». La titularon The Warmth 

of the Sun [La calidez del sol].  

     Que la tristeza sea un catalizador para escribir can-

ciones no es nada nuevo. Algunos de los salmos más con-

movedores de David se escribieron en momentos de pro-

funda pérdida personal, incluso el Salmo 6. Aunque no se 

nos dice qué impulsó su escritura, la letra está llena de 

angustia: «Me he consumido a fuerza de gemir; todas las 

noches inundo de llanto mi lecho, riego mi cama con mis 

lágrimas. Mis ojos están gastados de sufrir…» (vv. 6-7).  

     Pero la canción no termina allí. David conoció el dolor y 

la pérdida, pero también experimentó el consuelo de 

Dios: «El Señor ha oído mi ruego; ha recibido el Señor mi 

oración» (v. 9).  

     En su angustia, no solo encontró una canción, sino tam-

bién una razón para confiar en el Señor, cuya fidelidad se 

manifiesta en todas las épocas difíciles de la vida. En la 

calidez de su presencia, nuestras tristezas adquieren una 

perspectiva esperanzadora.  

     Padre celestial, ayúdanos a buscarte en las buenas y 

en la malas, y a recordar que eres nuestra esperanza en 

un mundo aparentemente indiferente. Amén. 

 

 

Díácono—St. John El Apóstol 

    

                          DEACONS CORNER 
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              October 15, 2014 
 

The meeting began and ended in prayer. 

 

DONATIONS were received to cover expenses 

for trimming shrubs and congregant donations 

are ongoing for the soda machine. 

 

REPAIR OF THE SPEAKERS in the sanctuary 

was authorized, with $1000 approved at the    

Pastor's discretion to get the problems solved.   

 

CONCERN ABOUT THE NUMBER OF OFFER-

INGS was brought to the board by a congregant.  

The need for collecting three offerings during 

one Sunday service was discussed.  It was con-

cluded that the congregants were expecting and 

prepared to donate to the usual general and 

building fund offerings on the first Sunday.  The 

third offering, which had been well announced, 

was not an offering for the church, but rather a 

love offering for Rev. Delores Berry. 

 

 $$$$$ Loss of focus on the importance of the 

building fund was of concern with the congre-

gants engaged in fundraisers for income needed 

for the general fund.  At this time, little of the 

mortgage payment goes to interest, whereas 

most is toward principle.  Income from the build-

ing fund is not even high enough to meet the 

mortgage payment.  Attendance continues in a 

slight upward trend for the month, for the quar-

ter, and for the year to date. 

 

THE STRATEGIC PLAN was covered in written  

team reports.  The second “love-on-ya” lunch was 

held.  The Bingo event, conceived as a social 

event, was conducted as a fundraiser and 

brought in $532.70 net.  Upcoming Fundraisers 

include the garage sale, the LipSchtick event, 

and the Christmas Wreath Auction, to be held 

Dec. 6.  All teams have worked toward the Lip-

Schtick event, advertising in gay bars, and other 

businesses, selling tickets, and conducting indoor 

and outdoor cleaning projects.  Completed volun-

teer sheets, have been stored on the computer 

for use by all teams. 

 

      November 19, 2014 

 

The final scheduled meeting of the board for 

2014 began and ended in prayer.  Both newly 

elected members attended the meeting. 

 

$$$$$ The financial report was essentially the 

same as that presented at the congregational 

meeting the previous Sunday.   

 

DONATIONS of a new couch and love seat for 

the parlor to replace the old furniture were ac-

cepted. 

 

UPDATE REPAIR OF THE SPEAKERS Beyond 

Audio Visual came out and tested the speakers 

and found the speakers work fine in the Sanctu-

ary. The cost was $65.00 for the service call.    

 

THE CAPITAL CAMPAIGN was on the agenda 

and the board voted in favor of reestablishing 

the campaign to raise money for the building 

fund.  Wayne Green has agreed to serve as chair-

person of the Capital Campaign Committee.   The 

board will be informed of the progress of the 

committee by Julie Hover, who agreed to serve 

as liaison. 

Julie Hover 

BOARD HIGHLIGHTS 
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REFLECTIONS AND PRAYERS 

 

Two articles have been submitted.  Both articles 

(in English) begins with Day -------- for the rest of 

my life prayer challenge.  What is that all about?  

Ever since I have done the 40-day prayer chal-

lenge, I have decided not to stop.  As of the writ-

ing of this article, I am at day 206.  I do a reflec-

tion in Spanish and a reflection in English.  Then I 

finish with a prayer.  The Spanish reflection from 

Day 205 is not normally done in English but to help 

the reader, I have translated it into English.  And 

typically the English reflection (like Day 206), only 

is translated in English.  The purpose of these re-

flections and prayers are to keep me focus on my 

prayer life.  Just as I have learned from the Disci-

pleship class, praying and reflecting are what is 

needed to be grounded and connected to God.  I 

hope you liked these two examples and if you do, 

feel free to follow me on Facebook where I write 

these reflections and these prayers.   

 

Jonathan Hollander – Deacon St. John the Apostle, 

MCC.   

 

 

Gracious God, you have called us to be the Church 

of Jesus Christ. 

 Keep us one in faith and service; breaking bread 

together  and telling the good news to the world;  

that all may believe you are love,  turn to your 

ways, and live to your glory; through Jesus Christ 

our Lord. Amen 

 

Day 206 of the rest of my life prayer challenge. 

Psalm 136 

Thank God! God deserves your thanks. 

 

 God's love never quits. 

 Thank the God of all gods, 

 God's love never quits. 

 Thank the Lord of all lords. 

 God's love never quits. 

Thank the miracle-working God, 

 God's love never quits. 

 The God whose skill formed the cosmos, 

 God's love never quits. 

 The God who laid out earth on ocean foundations, 

 God's love never quits. 

 The God who filled the skies with light, 

 God's love never quits. 

 The sun to watch over the day, 

 God's love never quits. 

 Moon and stars as guardians of the night, 

 God's love never quits. 

 The God who struck down the Egyptian firstborn, 

 God's love never quits. 

 And rescued Israel from Egypt’s oppression, 

 God's love never quits. 

 Took Israel in hand with God's powerful hand, 

 God's love never quits. 

 Split the Red Sea right in half, 

 God's love never quits. 

 Led Israel right through the middle, 

 God's love never quits. 

 Dumped Pharaoh and his army in the sea, 

 God's love never quits. 
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REFLECTIONS AND PRAYERS  Cont. 

 

The God who marched God's people through the desert, 

God's love never quits. 

Smashed huge kingdoms right and left, 

God's love never quits. 

 Struck down the famous kings, 

 God's love never quits. 

 Struck Sihon the Amorite king, 

 God's love never quits. 

 Struck Og the Bashanite king, 

 God's love never quits. 

 Then distributed their land as booty, 

 God's love never quits. 

 Handed the land over to Israel. 

 God's love never quits. 

God remembered us when we were down, 

 God's love never quits. 

 Rescued us from the trampling boot, 

 God's love never quits. 

 Takes care of everyone in time of need. 

 God's love never quits. 

 Thank God, who did it all! 

 God's love never quits! 

 

 

 

Reflection 

Shut your eyes and hear this psalm. Hear the 

psalm as a song. One side of the choir sings a spe-

cific reason to praise God. The other side of the  

 

choir answers, "God's love never quits." 

Remember the spelling list and the times tables 

you used to memorize in elementary school? You 

went over and over the words until you memorized 

how the words were spelled and what 8 x 8 

equaled. Repeating things over and over again is 

one way of learning. That is why the psalmist re-

peats the line "God's love never quits", over and 

over again. 

The children of Israel were used to periods of 

captivity and slavery. The collective pain of those 

periods remained in the collective memory of 

God's people. That is why the words "God's love 

never quits" needed to be repeated and repeated. 

God's GLBT tribe has experienced periods of per-

secution. Those periods of persecution and dis-

crimination have wounded many gay and bisexual 

hearts. For that reason, you are encouraged to lis-

ten to the most important part of this psalm over 

and over again. "God's love never quits." God's 

mercy is eternal and it includes you. Amen. 

 

Jonathan Hollander – Deacon St. John the Apostle 

 

.   



The Channel, St. John the Apostle MCC 

 

Page  8 

 

~ December 2014 ~ 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 
  

2 
9a-12p Food Pantry 
9a-2p Lee County Health 
Department 
6:30p-7:30p Prayer 
Team Meets 
8p-9p Lambda Drummer 
(AA) 
  

3 
9:30a-12p Game Day 
6:30p-7:30p Bible Shar-
ing (Study) Group 
  

4 
9a-12p Food Pantry 
6:30p-7:30p Following 
Jesus Discipleship Study 
6:30p-7:30p Serenity by 
the River NA Meeting 
  

5 
Church Office Closed 
6:30p-7:30p Friday 
Family AA Group 
  

6 
Church Office Closed 
Wreath Auction @ 
Tubbys City Hangout 
Benefit for SJAMCC 
9a-10:30a Let's Get 
Healthy Walk 
6p-7p The Rainbow 
Group of NA 
8p-9p Lambda Drummer 
(AA) 
  

7 
10a-11a Traditional 
Worship 
  

8 
  

9 
9a-12p Food Pantry 
6:30p-7:30p Prayer 
Team Meets 
8p-9p Lambda Drummer 
(AA) 
  

10 
9:30a-12p Game Day 
6:30p-7:30p Bible Shar-
ing (Study) Group 
  

11 
9a-12p Food Pantry 
6:30p-7:30p Serenity by 
the River NA Meeting 
  

12 
Church Office Closed 
6:30p-7:30p Friday 
Family AA Group 
  

13 
Church Office Closed 
9a-10:30a Let's Get 
Healthy Walk 
6p-7p The Rainbow 
Group of NA 
8p-9p Lambda Drummer 
(AA) 
  

14 
10a-11a Traditional 
Worship 
  

15 
  

16 
9a-12p Food Pantry 
9a-2p Lee County Health 
Department 
6:30p-7:30p Prayer 
Team Meets 
8p-9p Lambda Drummer 
(AA) 
  

17 
9:30a-12p Game Day 
5p-6p Board of Directors 
Meeting 
NO Bible Sharing 
(Study) Group 
  

18 
9a-12p Food Pantry 
6:30p-7:30p Serenity by 
the River NA Meeting 
  

19 
Church Office Closed 
6:30p-7:30p Friday 
Family AA Group 
  

20 
Church Office Closed 
9a-10:30a Let's Get 
Healthy Walk 
10:30a-12p Trans Life 
Group 
6p-7p The Rainbow 
Group of NA 
8p-9p Lambda Drummer 
(AA) 
  

21 
10a-11a Traditional 
Worship 
  

22 
  

23 
9a-12p Food Pantry 
6:30p-7:30p Prayer 
Team Meets 
8p-9p Lambda Drummer 
(AA) 
  

24 
9:30a-12p Game Day 
NO Bible Sharing 
(Study) Group 
7p-8p Christmas Eve 
Service 
  

25 Christmas 
9a-12p Food Pantry 
CLOSED 
6:30p-7:30p Serenity by 
the River NA Meeting 
  

26 
Church Office Closed 
6:30p-7:30p Friday 
Family AA Group 
  

27 
Church Office Closed 
9a-10:30a Let's Get 
Healthy Walk 
6p-7p The Rainbow 
Group of NA 
8p-9p Lambda Drummer 
(AA) 
  

28 
10a-11a Traditional 
Worship 
  

29 
  

30 
9a-12p Food Pantry 
6:30p-7:30p Prayer 
Team Meets 
8p-9p Lambda Drummer 
(AA) 
  

31 
9:30a-12p Game Day 
NO Bible Sharing 
(Study) Group 
  

Highlights: 12/06 Wreath Auction at Tubby’s 

City Hangout. Auction benefits Saint John the 
Apostle. 
  
12/24 Christmas Eve Service 7:00 pm. 
  
There will not be a Christmas Day service. 
  
Bible Group will not be meeting December 17, 
24, and the 31

st
. 
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 ~ January 2015 ~ 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

        1 New Year's Day 
9a-12p Food Pantry 
Closed 
6:30p-7:30p Serenity by 
the River NA Meeting 
  

2 
Church Office Closed 
6:30p-7:30p Friday 
Family AA Group 
  

3 
Church Office Closed 
9a-10:30a Let's Get 
Healthy Walk 
6p-7p The Rainbow 
Group of NA 
8p-9p Lambda Drummer 
(AA) 
  

4 
10a-11a Traditional 
Worship 
  

5 
  

6 Epiphany 
9a-12p Food Pantry 
9a-2p Lee County Health 
Department 
6:30p-7:30p Prayer 
Team Meets 
8p-9p Lambda Drummer 
(AA) 
  

7 
9:30a-12p Game Day 
6:30p-7:30p Bible Shar-
ing (Study) Group 
  

8 
9a-12p Food Pantry 
6:30p-7:30p Serenity by 
the River NA Meeting 
  

9 
Church Office Closed 
6:30p-7:30p Friday 
Family AA Group 
  

10 
Church Office Closed 
9a-10:30a Let's Get 
Healthy Walk 
6p-7p The Rainbow 
Group of NA 
8p-9p Lambda Drummer 
(AA) 
  

11 
10a-11a Traditional 
Worship 
  

12 
  

13 
9a-12p Food Pantry 
6:30p-7:30p Prayer 
Team Meets 
8p-9p Lambda Drummer 
(AA) 
  

14 
9:30a-12p Game Day 
6:30p-7:30p Bible Shar-
ing (Study) Group 
  

15 
9a-12p Food Pantry 
6:30p-7:30p Serenity by 
the River NA Meeting 
  

16 
Church Office Closed 
6:30p-7:30p Friday 
Family AA Group 
  

17 
Church Office Closed 
9a-10:30a Let's Get 
Healthy Walk 
10:30a-12p Trans Life 
Group 
6p-7p The Rainbow 
Group of NA 
8p-9p Lambda Drummer 
(AA) 
  

18 
10a-11a Traditional 
Worship 
  

19 Martin Luther King 
  

20 
9a-12p Food Pantry 
9a-2p Lee County Health 
Department 
6:30p-7:30p Prayer 
Team Meets 
8p-9p Lambda Drummer 
(AA) 
  

21 
9:30a-12p Game Day 
5p-6p Board of Directors 
Meeting 
6:30p-7:30p Bible Shar-
ing (Study) Group 
  

22 
9a-12p Food Pantry 
6:30p-7:30p Serenity by 
the River NA Meeting 
  

23 
Church Office Closed 
6:30p-7:30p Friday 
Family AA Group 
  

24 
Church Office Closed 
9a-10:30a Let's Get 
Healthy Walk 
6p-7p The Rainbow 
Group of NA 
8p-9p Lambda Drummer 
(AA) 
  

25 
10a-11a Traditional 
Worship 
  

26 
  

27 
9a-12p Food Pantry 
6:30p-7:30p Prayer 
Team Meets 
8p-9p Lambda Drummer 
(AA) 
  

28 
9:30a-12p Game Day 
6:30p-7:30p Bible Shar-
ing (Study) Group 
  

29 
9a-12p Food Pantry 
6:30p-7:30p Serenity by 
the River NA Meeting 
  

30 
Church Office Closed 
6:30p-7:30p Friday 
Family AA Group 
  

31 
Church Office Closed 
9a-10:30a Let's Get 
Healthy Walk 
6p-7p The Rainbow 
Group of NA 
8p-9p Lambda Drummer 
(AA) 
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My dad and I did not have a good relationship. He 

wasn’t very good with kids and I didn’t appreciate the 

sacrifices he made to ensure that his large family was 

well taken care of. We never lacked for material things, 

but what I wanted from him, money couldn’t buy. 

It was the Christmas of 1962. We would be moving 

from the farm to a town outside of Detroit the follow-

ing summer. My dad had the attic renovated to include 

two bedrooms and a half bath. I had the big bedroom. 

It was so lonely up there. I asked if I could have a 

Christmas tree in my room. “No way. Too expensive,” he 

said. Just before Christmas, my dad came home with a 

small scraggly tree. He said he was following a truck of 

Christmas trees and as it went over the railroad tracks 

in town a tree came loose and fell off and he stopped 

and picked it up. Here was the tree for my room! I am 

sure it was a tall tale, but I had my Christmas tree! I 

couldn't believe he had such heart. I then demanded a 

radio. It was too scary and quiet alone by myself in the 

upstairs room cut off from the family. “No way, too ex-

pensive,” my dad said. 

We made our annual trek to my grandmother’s house 

on Florida Street in Detroit that Christmas Eve. I was 

depressed. I was twelve and there weren't toys for me 

anymore, only shirts and socks and other useful things. 

I watched with sadness and resentment as my sisters 

tore into their toys and games. 

When I awoke on Christmas morning, there on the 

desk in my bedroom was a clock radio! I think it was an 

RCA. It was white, and big, and had fancy gold trim. It 

picked up the CKLW radio station broadcasting from 

Windsor, Ontario, clear as a bell! I could listen to Mo-

town songs whenever I wanted to. It was the greatest 

Christmas gift ever! How did it get there? Dad must 

have put it in my bedroom while we were waiting in the 

car, ready for the trip to Detroit on Christmas Eve. I 

never noticed it when I got home, because it was so late 

and I had gone straight to bed. 

Maybe I didn't appreciate my dad enough. 

The Christmas tree. 

The radio. 

It wasn’t until I was well into adulthood that I had 

second thoughts about how much my dad loved me. By 

then it was too late. He had already passed on. If this 

story resonates with you, and you still have a chance, 

maybe today is a good day to tell your dad that you love 

him. 
 

I found this easy recipe on the Picky Apple blog, 

http://goo.gl/Njf0dj. It almost tastes like a pumpkin 

pie with a pecan pie topping—a good recipe for holiday 

open houses. If you were at Sunday Brunch at St. Johns 

in October, you might remember it. It was one of the 

dessert choices. 

 

Pumpkin Crunch Cake 

 

Ingredients: 

 

1 can (15 oz) pumpkin puree 

1 can (12 oz) evaporated milk 

3 large eggs 

1 1/2 cups sugar 

1 teaspoon cinnamon 

1/2 teaspoon salt 

1 box yellow cake mix 

1 1/2 cups chopped pecans (the original recipe called for 

1/2 cup) 

1 cup butter, melted 

 

Heat oven to 350 degrees F.  Grease bottom of 9 x 13″ 

pan.   

 

Mix pumpkin, milk, eggs, sugar, cinnamon, and salt.  Pour 

mixture into greased pan.  Sprinkle dry cake mix over 

pumpkin mixture and top with pecans. Drizzle melted 

butter over pecans.  Bake 50-55 minutes. 

 

When cool cut into squares. Serve with whipped topping 

or vanilla ice cream. 
 

 

Food for Thought…from the Kitchen of Adam Janowski 

http://goo.gl/Njf0dj
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I would guess 

that many of 

your doctors 

have sug-

gested to 

you to be-

come more 

active and 

get some 

exercise 

each day. There are many ways to become more active. 

“WALKING has the lowest drop-out rate.”  

Did you know that walking just 30 minutes a day can help 

save your life. It can help to prevent heart disease; low-

er blood pressure; control body weight; improve mental 

well-being; prevent osteoporosis; reduce breast and colon 

cancer; and reduce the risk of type 2 diabetes. Its not 

hard to get in a 30 minute walk. How about parking as 

far away from your destination that time allows. Don’t 

always drive around until you find the closest spot. Walk 

every aisle of what ever store you are in.  At the mall, 

park at one end and walk to the other end and back 

again. You would be surprised how you can wrack up 

10,000 steps. Ten thousand steps?? Walking 10,000 

steps each day would probably amount to close to five 

miles per day. What a boost to your well-being!! 

Each Saturday at 9am a group meets at the church for a 

short walk. Usually we walk down McGregor to the Edison 

home, rest a bit and walk back. That’s about two miles. 

(One day we even walked to First Watch, had breakfast, 

and walked back for about a three mile walk.) Everyone 

is welcome to join us . Some of us like to go somewhere 

for lunch afterwards. Now that it is cooling off we hope 

more of you will join us.   

Your heart will love  you for it. 

What  a night!!  

What a glorious night. Granted, our committee 

worked many hours over the past few months to 

bring this delightful evening into  fruition.  

     

  

As a fund raiser 

we could not ask 

for a more gen-

erous group. 

From the din-

ner, thru the 

fabulous show 

presented by David “Scarbie” Mitchel, to the de-

lightful coffee and cake following the show, it 

was a series of smiles, laughter, thank yous, and 

hugs. Thank you Lip-Schtick Team, Thank you 

chefs, Thank you  waiters, and Thank you clean up 

crew, Will we do this again?? You bet your sweet 

bippy we will.  

     A major contributor to our efforts was Kurt, 

our fabulous, talented, church office administra-

tor.  We could not have done it without him, and 

his talents.  The team has been applauded for 

that wonderful, colorful, bejeweled program. We 

owe most of that to Kurt. That was only one area 

of his expertise in the planning.  His many con-

tacts, phone calls, and ticket sales, were only his 

part time job during this extravaganza. He still 

had his regular duties. Thank you Kurt. 

     So now, when shall we do it again? While we 

had an outstanding team this time, more folks are 

needed.  We need your ideas for dinner, your 

sales efforts, your advertising skills, and your 

presence when we start meeting again. Bring your 

ideas to the board of directors, or anyone else 

who served on this committee. We are ready to 

go again!! 

 

  Bev Mac Neill 

 

 

Let’s Walk                   Lip-Schtick in Review 

Lip-Schtick in Review 
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BIBLE CHALLENGE               

ANSWERS: 

Answer #1 By placing a scarlet 

thread in the window (Joshua 1:18-

21) 

Answer #2 Candlestick, table, and 

shrew bread (Hebrews9:2) 

Answer #3 The Word of God (Mark 

4:14) 

Answer #4 Jonah (Luke 11:20) 

Answer #5 Bartimeaus (Mark 10: 

46, 51) 

Answer #6 In tabernacles or tents 

(Hebrews 11:9) 

Answer #7  Esther  
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Homestead Exemption: 

Are you Eligible to take Advantage of this Florida  

Resident Benefit? 

If You Owned Florida Real Property in 2014,  

Or Closed A Florida Real Estate Transaction By December 31, 2014,  

You May Be Eligible To Claim Your Homestead Exemption.  

The Deadline To Claim Your Homestead Exemption Is March 1, 2015! 

Please AccessJack at (239)839-5927  

If You Have Questions Regarding This Important Benefit. 

Please visit me online anytime at www.accessjack.com 

Merry Christmas And A Healthy New Year 

From My Family To Yours, Jack 

          
 

GRI 

http://www.accessjack.com/
http://www.accessjack.com
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THE CHANNEL AD RATES 

Prepaid Annual Rates 

Business Cards $125  

1/4 Page  $190 

1/2 Page  $375 

Full Page  $500 

Prepaid Semi Annual (3 issues) Rates 

Business Cards $70 

1/4 Page  $100 

1/2 Page  $200 

Full Page  $280 

Prepaid Per Issue Rates 

Business Cards $25 

1/4 Page  $40 

1/2  Page  $75 

Full Page $100                                                
                                                                 

                                                                                                                                                                                                        

TO PLACE YOUR AD, PLEASE CALL 344-0012 

 

414 COPIES OF THE CHANNEL ARE  

PRINTED AND DISTRIBUTED… 

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS !! 

TO BECOME ONE, CALL 344-0012 

Saint John the Apostle  
Metropolitan Community Church 
3049 McGregor Boulevard 
Fort Myers, FL 33901 
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NON PROFIT ORG. 
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