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Have Fun! 

 

All questions will follow the same format: 

Question #1 will be found in the “Old Testament” 

Question #2 will be found in the “New Testament” 

Question #3 will be about the “Life of Christ” 

Question #4 will be about “People” 

Question #5 will be a “Quote” 

Question #6 will be a “Place” 

Question #7 will be a “General” question 

 

#1   From Jerusalem, how long did David reign over Israel and Judah? 

#2   Why did the Jewish council in Jerusalem contend with Peter? 

#3   To whom did Jesus say “Today thou shalt be with me in paradise”? 

#4   Who was the beggar who was laid at a rich main’s gate? 

#5   Who said “Give me now wisdom and knowledge that I may go out and come 

in before this people”? 

#6   After the resurrection of Jesus, where did an angel tell the disciples 

they should go to see him? 

#7   What did Noah build after coming out of the ark  

 

Answers to the Bible Challenge Questions can be found somewhere in the cur-

rent issue of the Channel. 

BIBLE CHALLENGE  

http://www.sjamcc.com
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I have heard of You . . . but now my eye sees You. —

Job 42:5 

    In 1927 the silent film Wings, a World War I 

film about two American aviators, won the first 

Academy Award for Best Picture. When it was be-

ing filmed, production stopped for several days. 

Frustrated producers asked the director why. He 

responded: “All we have is blue sky. The conflict in 

the air will not be as visible without clouds. Clouds 

bring perspective.” He was right. Only by seeing 

aerial combat with clouds as a backdrop could the 

viewer see what was really going on. 

     We often wish for blue skies instead of storm 

clouds. But cloudy skies may reveal God’s faithful-

ness. We gain perspective on how God has been 

faithful in our trials as we look back on the clouds. 

     At the beginning of his terrible suffering, Job 

lamented: “May the day perish on which I was born . 

. . . May a cloud settle on it” (Job 3:3-5). His expe-

rience of despair continued for a long time until 

God spoke. Then Job exclaimed, “I have heard of 

You . . . but now my eye sees You” (42:5). Job had 

encountered the sovereign Creator, and that 

changed his perspective on God’s purposes. 

     Do clouds of trouble fill your skies today? Soon-

er than you think, God may use these clouds to help 

you gain perspective on His faithfulness. 

 

 

 

Jonathan Hollander – Deacon 
 

 

 

 

 

 

De oídas te había oído; mas ahora mis ojos te ven. —

Job 42:5 

     En 1929, la película muda Alas, rodada en 1927, 

sobre dos aviadores durante la Segunda Guerra 

Mundial, fue galardonada como la mejor película en 

la primera edición de los Premios de la Academia 

(Oscars). Mientras la filmaban, la producción se de-

tuvo durante varios días, por lo que los productores, 

frustrados, le preguntaron al director a qué se de-

bía. Él respondió: «Lo único que tenemos es cielo 

azul. El conflicto aéreo no se verá bien a menos que 

haya nubes, ya que estas generan la perspectiva». Y 

tenía razón. Los espectadores podrían ver lo que 

realmente sucedía solo si el combate aéreo tenía 

nubes de fondo. 

     A menudo, preferimos cielos azules en lugar de 

nubes tormentosas, pero un cielo encapotado suele 

revelar la fidelidad de Dios. Al mirar atrás y ver 

esas nubes, obtenemos una perspectiva de cómo se 

manifestó la fidelidad del Señor en nuestras prue-

bas. 

     Al inicio de su terrible sufrimiento, Job se la-

mentó: «Perezca el día en que yo nací, […] pósese 

sobre él una nube» (Job 3:3-5 lbla). Su desesperada 

situación continuó durante mucho tiempo, hasta que 

Dios habló. Entonces, el patriarca exclamó: «De oí-

das te había oído; mas ahora mis ojos te 

ven» (42:5). Job se había encontrado con el Creador 

soberano, y eso había cambiado su perspectiva so-

bre los propósitos divinos. 

     ¿Está hoy tu cielo cargado de nubes de dificulta-

des? Antes de lo que piensas, Dios tal vez utilice 

esas nubes para ayudarte a obtener una perspectiva 

de su fidelidad.  

 

Jonathan Hollander – Diacono 

 

 

PERSPECTIVE FROM THE CLOUDS      NUBES PARA PERSPECTIVA 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Job+42%3A5


 

The Channel, St. John the Apostle MCC Page 3 

 

 

     Our newest board member, Carol Greschow 

has graciously consented to volunteer in Dean’s 

Food Pantry; Carol will be a volunteer ‘at large’, 

filling in for other volunteers when needed. 

     Please remember the food pantry when 

shopping; especially when the stores have buy 

one, get one free items. 

     Our immediate need is canned tuna, canned 

chicken and canned vegetables. Because of 

you, Dean’s Food Pantry was able to serve 116 

clients in January and 107 in February. Thank 

you and God Bless. 

 

Ron Johnson 

    Due to an oversight, our December – January 

issue failed to acknowledge all of the fine people 

who worked so hard to raise money for “Dean’s 

Food Pantry”.  During the holiday season, a number 

of fund raising events were held to raise money 

for SJAMCC’s food pantry.  All together they gave 

$819 in cash, plus over $600 worth of food, to the 

food pantry.  A total of over $1,400!!! 

    Some of the wonderful people involved donated 

various items to raise money and some of them 

participated in shows, and supported the show in 

various ways. These are a few of them, along with 

some of the areas they participated in:  

     Tim & John donated a handmade quilt, and 

Freddie donated one of his paintings.  These items 

were raffled off.  Valarie & Tim, as well as J.D, 

and Clayton, donated gift baskets to be auctioned 

off.  Each basket contained different items, such 

as movies, with wine and wine glasses, and one had 

liquor in it. 

     Vanessa, from The Bottom Line, collected food.  

Rascals also had a food collection going on and do-

nated three (3) bins. The Office Pub also collected 

food for the pantry. 

     Rickey from the OP, served as MC for the drag 

show.  Al & Steve, along with Marla and Dave sold 

tickets for the show.  Billie Mann helped with the 

set up. 

     The following individuals participated in the 

show:  Ron & Freddie, Tim & Valarie, Forrest Chap-

lin, Christian, Vanessa, Consuela Fitzgerald, Chris 

(from the O.P.), Tim & John, and we can’t forget 

the two who worked really hard, in a lot of areas, 

and that is Bob & Pete from SJAMCC. A BIG 

THANK YOU to ALL of these wonderful people for 

all of their hard work. 

   FOOD PANTRY                      A BELATED THANK YOU 

 IN MEMORIAM 

 

 

 

In Memory of  

  

James A. Hueholt  

March 10, 1996 

 

Dr. F. Norman Bowles 

April 26, 2009 

 

Love, 

Glenn and Lois 
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    Pastor’s Pen  CHURCH DIRECTORY 

SENIOR PASTOR  

Rev. Steve Filizzi             pastor@sjamcc.com 

Congregational Administrator 

Kurt Hood                        admin@sjamcc.com 

      

CHOIR DIRECTOR / ORGANIST 

Don Gouger—Organist    music@sjamcc.com 

Brian Dietrich—Pianist     

BOARD MEMBERS         board@sjamcc.com 

Rudy Bliss           Carol Greshaw 

Nivia Torres                     Julie Hover      

Jason McRae            Maxine Johnson 

OFFICE HOURS 

Monday  through Thursday 

10:00 AM –  2 :00 PM 

DEACONS                     deaconate@sjamcc.com     

Tony Cerullo         Tim Meyers 

Glenda Enterline            Wanda Neubert 

Jonathan Hollander       Mary Jane Soller 

Arla Johnson                                                                       

LAY DELEGATES            delegate@sjamcc.com 

Jack Lewis       Bruce Mericie 

Glenda Enterline/Alternate Delegate                 

TREASURER       treasurer@sjamcc.com                                   

Dale Gnatek                                                                      

CHURCH OFFICE 

Phone: (239) 344-0012   Fax: (239) 344-0445 

 

Visit Our Website 

 www.sjamcc.com 

BE A FAN!  

  Follow Us On FACEBOOK    

www.facebook.com/sjamcc   

     We have all heard the saying, “You are only as 

old as you feel.” That is true in so many ways par-

ticularly in our spiritual life.  Hopefully we all know 

that to be truly happy in the depths of your soul, 

inner happiness must be cultivated and it is never 

too late to learn how. 

1. Don't conform to age stereotypes. If you enjoy 

something, get out and do it. If health problems 

interfere, find ways to work around them and still 

get into the things that matter to you. Get together with people, not all 

in your age group.  

2. Live a healthy life. Eat healthy. Stay active. Practice positive thinking. 

Take up meditation to settle your mind.  

3. Be active every day for at least half an hour or one hour. Go walking, 

jogging, swimming, or cycling. 

4. Cultivate happiness. Inner happiness must be cultivated. Make the 

choice to stay involved with your continued growth rather than giving in 

to decline. 

5. Make a deal with yourself to start every day with a positive vision. 

6. Spend time with friends. Find the people who fill you with joy and hap-

piness and spend more time with them 

7. Love an animal. If you like pets, be sure to have one.. Animals don't 

judge us the way people too, and animals don't care what our age is. 

8. Do positive things for others. This can be a time of life where you're 

more than happy to give back to others 

9. Learn to stop being afraid. Spiritual exercises are a very important 

means for helping you to break through the fears and worries that you 

may hold onto and learn to let go.  

10. Motivate yourself every day. It can become easy to think negatively 

as we become set in our way and change becomes difficult. Yet, giving up 

is worse than dying; never wanting to learn another thing, never wanting 

to change another thing allows decay to set in and your old age will lack 

harmony and purpose.  

     As Yoko Ono said “Some people are old at 18 and some are young at 

90…time is a concept humans created.”  And we read in Revelations 21:5 

“He who was seated on the throne said, “I am making everything new!” 

Then he said, “Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and 

true.”  

Pastor Steve 

 

 

 

How to Have a Happy, Healthy …….Old Age 

mailto:pastor@sjamcc.com
mailto:admin@sjamcc.com
mailto:music@sjamcc.com
mailto:board@sjamcc.com
mailto:deaconate@sjamcc.com
mailto:delegate@sjamcc.com
mailto:treasurer@sjamcc.com
http://www.sjamcc.com/
http://www.sjamcc.com/
http://www.sjamcc.com/
http://www.facebook.com/sjamcc
http://www.facebook.com/sjamcc
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           MOTHER OF GOD HOUSE OF PRAYER (MOGHOP) 

 

 

Have you ever wished there was a place 

you could go to get away from all the distractions 

of life, the phone, the TV, computer, cell phone, 

people? A place where you can rest, pray and be 

still and know that God is present. A place where 

you can seek God in quite undisturbed peace and 

invite God to renew your spirit? 

We have such a place right here in our 

own back yard. Mother of God House of Prayer 

or MOGHOP. MOGHOP is a quiet serene place 

located off of state road 78 or N. River Road in 

Alva. Nested on over 10 acres of land MOGHOP 

is an interfaith  retreat and spiritual growth cen-

ter offering day retreats, private retreats, small 

group retreats, and guided retreats with Sister 

Carol the spiritual director. They also offer dif-

ferent types of programs and special events all 

for developing spiritual growth. 

         The grounds are naturally beautiful with a 

creek that winds around the back of the proper-

ty. There are two decks overlooking the water, a 

large one at the back of the property mostly 

shaded by the pines and a smaller one which is 

completely open and one of my favorite spots. I 

have spent several hours there I am sure, over 

the past several years with the sun filtering 

through the trees onto my face or depending on 

the time of day shining fully on my face as the 

breeze rustles through the trees ever so gently. 

I have met God in this spot on more than one oc-

casion. 

There is a large labyrinth on the grounds 

and a path through a wooded area marking the 

Stations of the Cross, there is a peace garden as 

well as other small garden areas in which to walk 

and meditate. 

The retreat house has five bedrooms, two 

baths, a large full kitchen, a lending library, sit-

ting area, solar heated pool, a small chapel and a 

screened back porch.  

 

 

I love to sit in the porch swing in the 

evening as the birds and the squirrels are set-

tling for the night and watch and listen for the 

owls. I can usually spot one of them, I love to lis-

ten to them hoot back and forth. 

If you are yearning for God to renew your 

spirit, whether you are looking for something for 

the day, or you need more time, more time to 

rest, pray, be quiet and still before God. MOG-

HOP is the perfect place. 

I have been on many private retreats at 

MOGHOP over the past several years. I usually 

spend two to three days sometimes meeting with 

Sister Carol. I cannot put into words how special 

these times have been. God never fails to meet 

me and God always knows just what my spirit 

needs. Each time I go the experience is differ-

ent but each time I am blessed beyond measure. 

Each time I receive just what I need. Each time 

my spirit is touched at such depth and in such a 

personal way. God is so awesome and desires for 

us to seek intimate personal time with Him and in 

my opinion there is no better place than MOG-

HOP. 

If you are in need of a renewal of your 

spirit, if you are seeking a personal encounter 

with God please consider MOGHOP. I can prom-

ise you if you go truly seeking God with all your 

heart you will not be disappointed. This place is 

special, this place is sacred and if you visit once 

you will want to return again and again. 

You can contact MOGHOP by phone @ 

(239) 728-3614 or at web page, MOGHOP.com. 

  

Love and Blessings 

Deacon Glenda 
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BOARD HIGHLIGHTS 

Highlights of meetings of the Board of 

Directors will be published in each 

upcoming issue of the Channel. Im-

portant discussions and decisions will 

be summarized in these articles. Per-

sons interested in further information are encouraged to 

speak with Board members or attend meetings of the Board.  

BOARD HIGHLIGHTS FROM NOVEMBER 20, 2013 

This final meeting of 2013 included new members, as well as 

continuing and retiring member of the board. The meeting 

started and ended in prayer. 

Members. Continuing members Maxine Johnson, Jason McRae 

and Nivia Torres, and retiring board members Dana Drew, Tom 

Haskins and Bruce Mericle, welcomed newly elected members 

Rudy Bliss and Julie Hover. Carol Greschow accepted appoint-

ment as a new member for a one year term. 

Electrical Damage to Facility. An odor of smoke was detected 

by members of the choir attending a rehearsal on Nov. 13th. It 

was discovered that wind and tree branches had loosened an 

electric line behind the church causing fluctuations in electric 

power and damage to a number of items. The repair or re-

placement of these items, along with preventive measures was 

discussed. 

Rodent Problems. The squatters heard moving above the ceil-

ing of the church were rodents. The rodents entered through 

holes in the roof, possibly assisted by foliage behind the 

church being in contact with the building. Funds were ap-

proved for patching of holes and removal of rodents by Pest 

Masters. Funding was also approved for assistance in removing 

foliage in contact with the upper walls and roof of the build-

ing. Sparkle Plenty Days, on which volunteers will assist with 

removing foliage from behind the church, have been scheduled 

for December.  

$$$$$. Treasurer Dale Gnatek was authorized to apply for 

funding from the BP Trust Funds if the financial records meet 

the criteria for filing a claim. 

 

BOARD HIGHLIGHTS FROM JANUARY 15, 2014 

The Board of Directors Meeting began and closed in prayer. 

Planning and Orientation for 2014. After reviewing the plan 

used in 2013, the board agreed to develop a new strategic plan 

for 20014. This plan will be completed during a workshop to be 

led by Dana Drew in March. New members were partially ori-

ented to their role through examining the responsibilities of 

board member as specified in the 2013 plan. New members 

also agreed to become oriented individually through a Webinar 

produced by UFMCC for this purpose. 

Positions of Board Members. Pastor Steve is Moderator of 

the Board.  

The Board elected Maxine Johnson as Vice Moderator, Julie 

Hover as Clerk, and Dale Gnatek as Treasurer. Congregational 

Administrator Kurt Hood continues to serve the board by tak-

ing minutes, organizing items for the agenda, providing written 

materials to members, and serving as an irreplaceable assis-

tant to all.  

The volunteer work and financial contributions of church 

members and friends was evident throughout the Facilities 

Management Report presented by Bruce Mericle. The volun-

teer work included foliage trimming and cleaning during three 

Sparkle Plenty Days and a volunteer to paint the church social 

hall. Funds have been contributed toward hiring a tree trim-

mer and purchasing paint. Some items damaged by the electri-

cal problem were replaced by donated items. 

$$$$$. Treasurer Dale Gnatek provided extensive infor-

mation about the financial reports for November and Decem-

ber, and the year 2013. During November and December, over 

$18,000 was received by the building fund, including a 

$10,000 anonymous donation. During the same 2 months, 

spending was over budget due to the expenses related to the 

rodent problem. The attendance and offering for the Christ-

mas Eve Service has continued sharply downward for three 

consecutive years. For the year, the average Sunday service 

attendance, which has been in decline since 2010 increased 

slightly. 

BOARD HIGHLIGHTS FROM FEBRUARY 19, 2014 

Contact for The Center. The Center of SWFL – LGBTQA, LLC 

has invited us to purchase a listing in their upcoming Business 

Directory. The board needed more information to be provided 

at the next meeting, prior to making a decision. If interested 

in learning about The Center, call up their colorful website at: 

thecenterswfl. 

ACMA Rental Offer. The Americana Community Music Associ-

ation is interested in renting space in our chapel and sanctuary 

during weekend hours. The ACMA gives a voice to persons in 

recovery or need through there “Hope by song-tell us your 

story” program and supports original Americana/roots music 

and independent musicians.  

(Continued pg. 7) 
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BOARD HIGHLIGHTS  (cont’d from pg. 6)       STRATEGIC PLANNING SESSION 

The Board will question representatives of ACMA at the next 

Board meeting and decide whether or not to rent space to this 

non-profit. If interested in learning more about ACMA. Call up 

the website at: www.americanacma.org. 

$$$$$. Dale Gnatek, treasurer, submitted and discussed four 

Financial Statements, including comparisons of January with 

December and with January of last year. Concerns were dis-

cussed regarding a decrease in offerings and receipt of only 

one half of the January mortgage commitment. Despite these 

decreased in both operational and building fund income, ex-

penses continue with several yearly payments for insurance, 

taxes and anti-virus programs due, as well as an above average 

tithe due from December. On the positive side, all financial 

obligations were met and the attendance at Sunday services 

continues to rise. 

On March 8th, the Board will attend a day long workshop to 

develop a Strategic Plan for 2014. 

As usual the board meeting began and ended in prayer. 

STRATEGIC PLANNING SESSION 

The board of Directors held a planning workshop on March 8th, 

2014. Dana Drew, a former Board member experienced in 

strategic planning, led the workshop. Participants were Pastor 

Steve Felizzi, Rudy Bliss, Carol Greschow, Julie Hover, Maxine 

Johnson, Jason McRae and Nivia Torres. Kurt Hood was re-

sponsible for recording notes and providing a written copy to 

Board members. The session began with an opening prayer. 

Responsibilities of Board Members were discussed first. 

These included representing congregants, submitting issues 

and needed follow-up items for the agenda, preparing for 

meeting (including and understanding the agenda, related writ-

ten materials, and financial reports), following through and 

executing the strategic plan, and reporting progress on the 

strategic plan at each meeting of the Board. Responsibilities 

during the workshop were to follow the ground rules estab-

lished for the group. 

Prior Planning Sessions from the last three years were re-

viewed, providing an idea of what was planned in the past, 

what ideas seemed to recur over time, and how the plan and 

responsibilities were structured. The evaluation of the work-

shop held at the end of the day showed this review to be ex-

tremely helpful to the Board members. 

Developing the Strategic Plan began with a discussion of de-

sired outcomes. Then concerns were elicited through SWOT 

analysis, which involved discussion of the strengths and weak-

ness of the church, opportunities available to the church and 

potential threats to the church. Ideas for what needed to be 

done were identified for these concerns and organized into 

four categories: Communication, Financial, Growth, and Facili-

ties Management. Teams were formed for each of these four 

areas, with Board members volunteering to lead and/or be a 

member of at least one team. Maxine Johnson volunteered to 

serve as Monitor of the Plan, serving to oversee and monitor 

progress of the teams. 

The Communication Team to be led by Nivia Torres, includes 

Carol Greschow, Jason McRae and Pastor Steve. Items to be 

dealt with by this team are to establish “love on ya” lunches, 

revamp the newcomers package, review and seek improvement 

of existing communications, ask specifically for volunteers, 

consider methods of recognition for volunteers, establish pos-

itive feedback for volunteers, and establish Christmas recog-

nition of pastor and paid staff. The team will also identify 

groups for potential attendees and fund raising opportunities 

and establish and maintain communication with Bar Ministries, 

Pride and The Center. 

The Financial Team to be led by Rudy Bliss, will include Carol 

Greschow and Julie Hover. This team is responsible for a real-

istic budget, developing bequest opportunities, and reviewing 

methods of giving offerings or weekly/monthly donations. 

They will also determine whether to establish a fund raising 

committee 

The Growth Team to be led by Carol Greschow, will include 

Julie Hover, Nivia Torres, and Pastor Steve. This team will 

identify and demographic and targets for growth, consider 

how we can increase female attendance, the return of new-

comers and the number of volunteers. They will also review 

the music program and take responsibility for Friendship Sun-

day and other special Sunday events. 

The Facility Management Team to be led by Maxine Johnson 

will include Rudy Bliss and Jason McRae. This team will set up 

the risk management program and responsible parties. They 

will also identify immediate needs of the facility, including 

electrical needs, and cost for these. They will be responsible 

for maintaining the building and grounds and for formalizing 

volunteer building clean up and grounds committee(s). 

Evaluation of the Workshop revealed that Dana Drew was 

highly regarded as an effective leader and particularly appre-

ciated for his flexibility. The 3 W system he used provided 

structure for eliciting ideas and completing the plan. Members 

particularly liked keeping the discussion focused on the 

church, posting ongoing notes on the wall for reference later 

in the meeting, and reviewing notes from previous planning 

sessions. Applause and highest praise went to Nivia and 

Chachi, who prepared a tasty and filling lunch. 

The Workshop Ended with the completion of the Strategic 

Plan for 2014 and closed in prayer. The work of carrying out 

the plan began immediately. 

Julie Hover 

http://www.americanacma.org
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               LOCAL COLORS                        2014 ALL FLORIDA GATHERING UPDATE 

NICE PARTY 

 

     “Nice Party” was one of the comments made 

during the Local Colors Valentines International 

Heritage Dinner and Auction held at Saint 

Johns on Saturday, February 8.  And what a 

dinner and auction it was.  Over 60 people 

joined in to make the evening a true success 

with nearly $1,400.00 raised after expenses in 

support of the Local Colors Festival moving for-

ward with its plans.    

     Our next step is the mailing of a letter with 

a response card to all the churches in Char-

lotte, Collier and Lee counties requesting the 

name and contact person from any cultural or 

ethnic group that they know.  It is our hope 

that through the churches we will identify the 

groups to invite to the Local Colors Festival. 

     The goal of the festival is to educate indi-

viduals about the multi-cultural diversities from 

origins, races and ethnic backgrounds and pro-

mote cultural understanding.  During the festi-

val we will have exhibits of arts and crafts 

from different cultures as well as the sale of 

ethnic food.  

     If you would like to become part of the 

growing Local Colors Festival Committee please 

contact the church office to find out when our 

next meeting will be held.  We would love to see 

you. 

Local Colors Festival Committee 

Dana Drew 

 

 

 

     Trinity MCC is hosting the 2014 All Florida Gathering 

in Sarasota on Friday, 3/28 and Saturday. Pastor Steve 

and Lay Delegate, Bruce Mericle will be attending this 

week-end filled with Worship, Fellowship, and Learning, 

with other MCC’ers from all over the state of Florida. 

The Key Note Speaker will be The Reverend Elder, Ken 

Martin, presenting during the Saturday Morning session. 

     The event actually begins with a welcome concert on 

Thursday, 3/27 with Registration at 6:30 followed by a 

concert featuring Susie Brenner & Marsha Stevens. Fri-

day’s day of events is split into two sessions, Morning and 

Afternoon. These two sessions and the 3rd on Saturday 

morning with the Reverend Elder Ken Martin will feature 

a total of 7 hours on the “Building Blocks of Successful 

Relationships”. This dynamic topic, so very important to 

the growth and stability of MCC, will bring forth a wealth 

of knowledge that Pastor Steve and Bruce will bring back 

to Ft Myers. Together, with the SJAMCC family, these 

practices will better position our congregation to wor-

ship, work, and grow within the church and our communi-

ty. 

     Additionally, there will be breakout sessions with top-

ics including: “How Relationships Impact Social Justice”; 

“Legal Trends in Same-Gender Relationships and Parent-

age”; “Relationship Of Network To The Local Church”; 

And, “Relationship Of Our Local Church To The World”. 

Finally, the enjoyment of seeing old friends and making 

new friends will be highlighted through worship services, 

an appearance and show by David Scarbie Mitchell, and 

the premier screening of the film, “God Loves Uganda”. 

     The 2014 All Florida Gathering is poised to be a bene-

ficial and well organized endeavor to help attendees bring 

back to their home congregations a renewed strength and 

comfort in positive relationship building and growth. 

 

 Jack Lewis, Lay Delegate 
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The Christian life can sometimes feel like a roller 

coaster ride when strong hope and faith collide with an 

unexpected reality.  When our prayers aren’t answered as 

we desired and our dreams become shattered, disappoint-

ment is the natural result.  Jack Zavada examines “The 

Christian Response to Disappointment’ and offers practi-

cal advice for turning disappointment in a positive direc-

tion, moving you and me (us) closer to God.   

As Christians, we are well-acquainted with disap-

pointment.  Whether new Christians or lifelong believers, 

we all battle feelings of disappointment when life goes 

wrong.  Deep down, we think that following Christ should 

give us special immunity against trouble.  We’re like Peter, 

who tried to remind Jesus, “We have left everything to 

follow you.”  (Mark 10:28).   

Maybe we haven’t left everything, but we have 

made some painful sacrifices.  Doesn’t that count for 

something?  Shouldn’t that give us a free pass when it 

comes to disappointment?  

I already know the answer to that.  As we’re each 

struggling with our own private setbacks, people who do 

not believe seem to be thriving.  We wonder why they’re 

doing so well and we’re not.  We fight our way through loss 

and disappointment and wonder what’s going on.  

After many years of hurts and frustration, I fi-

nally realized that the question I should ask God isn’t 

“Why Lord?” but rather, “What now, Lord?” 

Asking “What now, Lord?” instead of “Why, Lord?” 

is a hard lesson to learn.  It’s hard to ask the right ques-

tion when you’re feeling disappointed.  It’s hard to ask 

when your heart is breaking.  It’s hard to ask “What now?” 

when your dreams have been shattered.  

But your life will begin to change when you start 

asking God, “What would you have me do now, Lord?”  Oh 

sure, you’ll still feel angry or disheartened by disappoint-

ments, but you’ll also discover that God is eager to show 

you what God wants you to do next.  Not only that, but 

God will equip you with everything you need to do it.  

In the face of trouble, our natural tendency is not 

to ask the right question.  Our natural tendency is to com-

plain.  Unfortunately, griping to other people rarely helps  

                                                                        

solve our problems.  Instead, it tends to drive people 

away.  Nobody wants to hang around a person who has a 

self-pitying, pessimistic outlook on life.  

But we can’t just let it go.  We need to pour our 

heart out to someone.  Disappointment is too heavy a bur-

den to bear.  If we let disappointment pile up, they lead to 

discouragement.  Too much discouragement leads to des-

pair.  God doesn’t want that for us.  In God’s grace, God 

asks us to take our heartaches to God.   

If another Christian tells you that it’s wrong to 

gripe to God, just send that person to the Psalms.  Many 

of them, like Psalms 31, 102, and 109, are poetic accounts 

of hurts and grievances.  God listens.  God would rather 

have us empty our heart to God than keep that bitterness 

inside.  God is not offended by our discontent.   

Complaining to God is wise because God is capable 

of doing something about it, while our friends and rela-

tions may not be.  God has the power to change us, our 

situation, or both.  God knows all the facts and God knows 

the future.  God knows exactly what needs to be done.  

When we pour our hurt to God and find the cour-

age to ask God, “What do you want me to do now, Lord?” 

we can expect God to answer.  God will communicate 

through another person, our circumstances, instructions 

from God (very rarely), or through God’s word, the Bible.  

Seeking God’s answer to “What now?” helps us 

grow in faith.  Through experience, we learn that God is 

trustworthy.  God can take our disappointments and work 

them for our good.  When that happens, we come to the 

staggering conclusion that the all-powerful God of the uni-

verse is on our side.  

 No matter how painful your and my disappoint-

ment may be, God’s answer to our question of “What now, 

Lord?” always begins with this simple command:  “Trust 

me.  Trust me.”   

 

 

Jonathan Hollander 
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THOUGHTS FROM BOUGAINVILLEA COTTAGE 

     As I think back over my lifetime, I realize it’s not 

always the big things that touched my life that made 

truly lasting memories or made me feel loved.  Often it 

was that little, special, personal thing done in love that 

stuck with me and had a lasting impact on my life. 

 

I was feeling a little melancholy one recent Sunday af-

ternoon sitting in the quiet, reminiscing. I recalled the 

wonderful years that Jim and I had together. It is quite 

evident that I love to eat. That fact, along with the 

knowledge that I appreciate simple food, stimulated 

Jim to improve and expand his cooking abilities. One of 

those special things I recalled was Jim’s Corn Pudding 

and how much he loved making it for me. Almost as much 

as I enjoyed eating it! 

 

     Now, you know me, the Old Southerner, who always 

has a story for everything! So, here ‘tis! 

 

     Several years ago, a lady at our church would bring 

this wonderful corn pudding to our covered dish dinners.  

I absolutely loved it, and Jim liked it, too. She must 

have considered it a special family secret because she 

was very evasive when anyone would ask for the recipe. 

Now anyone who knew Jim would know that he was al-

ways up for a challenge, tenacious as all get out, refus-

ing to fail at anything once he set his mind to it; so, you 

guessed it! One of those evenings after a wonderful 

covered dish dinner, as I plopped into the car feeling all 

full and contented from all the marvelous food we had 

shared, Jim slipped in the passenger’s seat, held up a 

little recipe card, and uttered with a hint of triumph, 

“Got it!” 

 

     After that, when he wanted to make a dinner that 

was special to us, he would whip up either his Mom’s po-

tato salad or this corn pudding recipe along with his 

Mom’s salmon croquettes. We would sit at the dinner 

table holding hands for a blessing; and after the bless-

ing, he would say, “Now, you know, this recipe is sup-

posed to be enough for four to six people.”  I would re-

spond with all sincerity, “Oh yeah, Jim, I know.” 

 

      Thirty minute later we would push away from the 

table with the corn pudding bowl sitting there pitifully 

empty. I cannot remember one time when there was any 

leftover!  I can still now see that triumphant smile of 

love on Jim’s face, so pleased to see that I had enjoyed 

it so immensely.  

 

     If you haven’t already guessed what I had for dinner 

that Sunday night, you should have!  Why, corn pudding 

of course; Jim’s Corn Pudding!  First time I’d had it 

since before his passing four years ago. Such memories! 

And it was ……. almost as good as Jim’s. 

 

     How did I do it, you asked?  I went digging through 

Miss Ouida’s (Jim’s mom) Bell’s Best cookbook that her 

sister Shirley gave her way back in 1981. How do I know 

this? It’s inscribed “1981 – To Ouida with Love, Shirley.”  

In so many ways that cookbook reminds me of our old 

family Bible from home with a pressed carnation or 

rosebud here, a scribbled poem there, a couple report 

cards and maybe a 4-H Club fair ribbon tucked in the 

pages. But instead of pressed carnations, rosebuds and 

ribbons, that cookbook has Jim’s recipes and helpful 

hints on file cards, envelope flaps, and even a couple 

napkins tucked inside! I treasure each of them. 

 

     I can’t remember the name of the person from whom 

he acquired this recipe; so, I’ve renamed it Jim’s Corn 

Pudding. Once you make it you’ll think, “How simple! Why 

so secretive?”  It is simple. I think the secret ingredi-

ent is the love. Hope you enjoy making it for your family 

and friends as much Jim seemed to enjoy making it for 

me. And, when you make it, I hope Jim’s Corn Pudding 

made by your loving hands makes your family and 

friends feel just as loved. 

 

 

 

 

JIM’S CORN PUDDING 

 

INGREDIENTS: 

1 can of cream style corn (white) 

1 can of whole kernel corn (white), drain dry 

2 large eggs 

2 tablespoons flour 

2 tablespoons butter 

2 tablespoons sugar 

½ cup of milk 

 

(Continued Pg. 11) 
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  THOUGHTS ….(Cont. from Pg 10)       IN THE KITCHEN WITH ADAM 

PREPARATION: 

Preheat oven to 350 degrees 

 

Mix eggs well, add flour, milk, sugar and melted butter 

together 

Add corn and mix well 

Pour into a buttered baking dish. 

Bake at 350 degrees for approximately one hour 

(adjust cooking time until it starts to brown on top) 

Let it set for 15 to 30 minutes until firm (It can even 

be prepared ahead, refrigerated and served cold) 

 

SERVE: 

Makes a wonderful side dish served warm or cold 

Garnish with paprika or minced parsley if desired (Jim 

always served it without any garnish) 

 

MY PRAYER: 

Lord, help me remember that it’s not always the grand 

gesture that’s required. Make me aware of the small 

opportunities for positively affecting lives of those 

people I interact with directly on a daily basis as well 

as that stranger who I may never even have the oppor-

tunity to speak to directly. Let my actions, my tone of 

voice, a touch, a look, or some act of kindness, whether 

big or small, express Your love, Jesus, as You live out 

Your through me.  

 

Holy Spirit, make my heart sensitive to know and to act 

at the impulse of Your love. Like the child who has to 

be reminded frequently to say, “please” and “thank 

you,” but for whom “please” and “thank you”  eventually 

becomes their automatic response, let loving  kindness 

become second nature to me. 

  

This I pray in the name of Jesus who lovingly and gra-

ciously healed and delivered lost and hurting souls by 

the sound of His voice and the touch of His hand. Je-

sus, use me as Your hands and Your voice today.  

 

AMEN 

 

Don  Gougar 
 

 

 

 

Growing up Catholic in a Polish-American com-

munity in the 1950s, there were many traditions 

associated with Easter that were almost more 

significant than Christmas.  

On Palm Sunday, we received palm leaves at 

Mass. Afterwards they were woven into intricate 

braided shapes and hung inside homes, usually on a 

crucifix or religious picture. After Palm Sunday, 

purple shrouds covered the statues in the church 

signifying that the followers of Christ had fled. 

On Holy Thursday, we went to church to com-

memorate the Last Supper of Jesus and his disci-

ples and for the blessing of the feet ceremony 

where the priest washed the feet of the poor. On 

Good Friday, we spent the hours from 12 noon to 

3p.m. in church or in silence at home. It was tor-

ture as mom used that time to cook all the meat 

for the Easter Sunday meal. No meat would be 

eaten Good Friday, so the smell of ham baking and 

kielbasa cooking was excruciating! 

 
 On Saturday afternoon, we took an Easter 

basket lined in linen and lace to the church to be 

blessed. It contained samples of food--ham, sau-

sage, salt pork, rye bread, farmer's cheese, dyed 

hard-boiled eggs, horseradish, and salt and pep-

per, which would be served on Easter Sunday. It 

also included a butter carving shaped like a lamb. 

The blessing of the basket ensured that we would 

have food in abundance throughout the coming 

year.  
 

(Continued Pg. 12) 
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Easter Sunday service was a glorious celebra-

tion! Everyone was dressed in new clothes and the 

church smelled of Easter lilies and incense. As you can 

see from the picture below, I (the little boy in his Easter 

suit, complete with fedora) was always a snappy dress-

er! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
After church, we sat down to a festive and filling 

breakfast. We ate a white, slightly sour, soup or borscht, 

with cubes of smoked meats, bread, cheese and eggs in 

the soup. Horseradish mixed with chopped beets added 

spice to the soup while turning it a bright pink color. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
After breakfast, we would visit my grandmother on 

my mother's side in Detroit. The dinner was another 

serving of the same type of soup followed by a special 

cake for Easter. Aunt Hattie usually made the cake in 

the shape of a lamb covered in white icing and coconut. 

Sometimes we ate a cake purchased from Sander’s 

Bakery in Detroit. It would be a yellow cake with Butter 

Cream icing garnished with finely crushed hazelnuts. 

The icing was very light and smooth. A "nest" of green-

colored coconut with a couple of chocolate malted milk 

Easter eggs would complete the cake. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Sander’s Easter Cake with Butter Cream Icing 

 

1 package Dunkin Hines butter yellow cake mix 

1 teaspoon grated orange rind  

2 cups hazelnuts 

Toast hazelnuts and remove skins. Chop finely in a food 

processor. 

Bake cake as directed on the package adding the grated 

orange peel to the batter. When cool, frost with Sander’s 

Butter Cream Icing. 

Gently pat hazelnuts on the side of the cake.  

If desired, decorate with a “nest” of coconut dyed green 

and candy Easter eggs or jelly beans. 

Refrigerate for at least 4 hours or overnight. 

Sander’s Butter Cream Icing 

1 stick margarine 

1/2 cup Crisco shortening 

1 cup sugar 

2/3 cup milk, lukewarm 

1/2 teaspoon vanilla  

Cream together the margarine and Crisco shortening. 

Gradually add sugar, and then gradually add milk.  

Add vanilla.  

Beat at high speed for 15 minutes (Must be at least 15 

minutes).  

----- 

In love and service, 

Adam 

IN THE KITCHEN WITH ADAM..EASTER MEMORIES   (Cont. from Pg 11) 
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Answer #1   33 years (2 Samuel 5:5) 

Answer #2   Because he had gone in and eaten with Gen-

tiles (Acts 11:1-3) 

Answer #3   The thief on the cross  (Luke 23:43 

Answer #4   Lazarus (Luke 16:20) 

Answer #5   Solomon (2Chronicles1:10) 

Answer #6   Galilee (Matthew 28:10) 

Answer #7   An Altar (Genesis 8:20) 
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Do You Have Flood Insurance? 
On Friday, March 21, 2014, President Obama signed into law the Homeowner Flood Insurance Affordability Act of 

2014. This law changes the 2012 legislation imposed by Congress known as the Biggert - Waters Flood Insurance 

Reform Act. The purpose of this bipartisan act of congress was to help reduce the more than $24 billion debt; our  

National Flood Insurance Program currently faces, by more closely aligning insurance rates with the true cost of risk. 

As a resourceful Realtor, I help my clients make informed decisions about their Lee County Real Estate Purchases. As 

recent as last week, I facilitated Flood Insurance quotes on two different properties: 

 In preparing an offer for 1st time Cape Coral home buyers, we discussed the potential impact a Flood Insur-

ance Premium could make on their ability to purchase. The quote we received, for their proposed $131,000 

purchase, was a $9,000 annual Flood Insurance premium. This quote prevented their ability to afford the 

purchase and we pursued another home. 

 Additionally, I was working with an investor on Ft Myers Beach. This investor knew that they would need Flood 

Insurance, but wanted to be sure the cost was in line with their investment. The Flood Insurance premium 

quote they received on their $300,000 investment was a $14,000 annual premium. This quote was accepta-

ble to them and they proceeded with their offer. 

Please check with your Insurance Professional about your risk for flooding and the potential costs you may face in 

purchasing Flood Insurance. Additionally, here are some resources for you to be better informed about Flood          

Insurance and how it may affect you and your Real Estate: 

www.floodsmart.gov                                                                                                                                                                

www.fema.gov/national-flood-program                                                                                                                               

www.fema.gov/floodplain-management/flood-insurance-rate-map-firm                                                                               

www.fema.gov/national-flood-insurance-program/flood-insurance-reform-act-2012. 

Please Access Jack for your Lee County Real Estate needs. (239) 839-5927  

Please visit me online anytime at www.accessjack.com  

          
 

GRI 

http://www.accessjack.com/
http://www.floodsmart.gov
http://www.fema.gov/national-flood-program
http://www.fema.gov/floodplain-management/flood-insurance-rate-map-firm
http://www.fema.gov/national-flood-insurance-program/flood-insurance-reform-act-2012
http://www.accessjack.com
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THE CHANNEL AD RATES 

Prepaid Annual Rates 

Business Cards $125  

1/4 Page  $190 

1/2 Page  $375 

Full Page  $500 

Prepaid Semi Annual (3 issues) Rates 

Business Cards $70 

1/4 Page  $100 

1/2 Page  $200 

Full Page  $280 

Prepaid Per Issue Rates 

Business Cards $25 

1/4 Page  $40 

1/2  Page  $75 

Full Page $100                                                
                                                                 

                                                                                                                                                                                                        

TO PLACE YOUR AD, PLEASE CALL 344-0012 

 

395 COPIES OF THE CHANNEL ARE  

PRINTED AND DISTRIBUTED… 

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS !! 

TO BECOME ONE, CALL 344-0012 

Saint John the Apostle  
Metropolitan Community Church 
3049 McGregor Boulevard 
Ft. Myers, FL 33901 


