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The CHANNEL is a newsletter publication 
of Saint John the Apostle MCC. Any      
publication or inclusion of any names, 
organizations or businesses do not reflect 
the religious or sexual orientation or   
lifestyle of such individuals or groups.  Any 
opinions expressed herein are those of 
the writers and do not necessarily       
represent the opinion of Saint John the 
Apostle MCC.  Likewise, inclusion of ad-
vertising from any sponsor does not con-
stitute such endorsement by The      
CHANNEL or Saint John the Apostle MCC.  
Articles printed in The CHANNEL may be 

reprinted by any UFMCC church. 

 Part II of MCC of the Palms, which appeared in The Channel (August-
September 2013), ended with the disbanding of MCC of the Palms in December 
of 1987.  Rev. Karen Ducham was appointed by the Southeast District of the 
Metropolitan Community Church “to evaluate and revitalize” the church.  She 
was to be assigned for 60 days and was to begin December 17, 1987.  The 
Board of Servants (like a board of directors) was dissolved as well as all   
memberships, the purpose of which was to allow for a “New Beginning in Fort 
Myers.”  The new status of the church was as a “special work of the Southeast 
District”  (Minutes of EmJay ) 

 Rev Ducham set to work right away.   An advisory board was set up  
consisting of everyone who wanted to be part of this new beginning.  It met 
once a week on Wednesday nights through January 1988 and part of February.  
It was led by Rev. Ducham who set up guidelines to help evaluate the advisory 
board’s ideas.  For example,  would their ideas be a great thing for solving 
problems, would they be good for the community, or for God, and is there   an-
yone else in the community doing the job.   Ducham also laid out practical 
things that would enhance the services themselves, like flowers for the    
sanctuary, greeters and ushers, and attention to the altar.  Other concerns 
that needed to be addressed included finances, music, bulletins, etc.  For 
some, inclusive language was a concern that needed to be addressed.  Old rec-
ords needed to be boxed up.  One of the folks appointed to do that was Mari-
lyn Hare and she has told me that it was done. (I would love to know where 
they ended up.) 

The January, 1988 issue of the SUPPORT-line includes an article that speaks 
to Ducham’s expertise in church growth.  Her first service was Dec. 20th.  In 
January she started conducting a series of workshops on relationship develop-
ment, referred to as a “Unity Forum.”  Meanwhile, the Lambda Drummers met 
twice weekly at the Dean St. location and the Coffee House was still open on 
Friday nights.  Efforts to help PWA’s continued with a “Bear Affair” which  
collected 69 bears for those folks.  (And we thought prayer bears were a new 
idea?) 

 In February’s SUPPORT-line (!988)  a page was devoted to “Mountain 
Movers,” referred to as Newsletter: Vol. 1.   The page invited all interested in 
the growth of MCC to attend and participate in meetings of the advisory 
board..  It also asked for proposed new names for the church.  Finally, it    
mentioned that Rev. Ducham and her partner would travel to Tampa to see if it 
were God’s will to become their new pastor.  The Reverend Jim Lynch would fill 
the pulpit on the 7th  of February to decide whether he was called to pastor 
the church in Fort Myers.      (Cont’d Pg. 2) 
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Though there was some mix-up with regard to Rev. 
Lynch’s  acceptance to become pastor of the Ft. Myers 
church, he   returned to lead services on Feb. 14th and 
afterwards announced he had decided to accept the pas-
torate.  He noted that he had vacillated, but was now 
committed to becoming pastor.  He told the group he 
would not be able to come to Fort Myers before the end 
of March or the beginning of April.  The temporary 
board was to carry on until a permanent one was elected 
by the new membership. 

 Going back to the mix-up between the communi-
cations of Rev. Ducham, Rev. Lynch, and the Advisory 
Board, on the 22nd of February, a full week after Rev. 
Lynch had agreed to accept the appointment as pastor,  
Rev. Ducham told the  

Advisory board that Lynch had declined the call to Ft.  
Myers.  At the Board meeting on the 22nd the group 
adopted a “Statement of Consensus As To Our Status.” 

   “MCC in Ft. Myers is a special work of the    
    SED of UFMCC. 

              We will probably become a parish extension    
   of MCC Tampa.  However, this has not yet     
   happened.   

          We have no membership, no governing board,  
   no officers. 

             Those meeting this evening are acting as an 
   advisory board as set up by Rev. Ducham. All   
   persons at attending have a full voice and vote 
   in all deliberations and decisions. This will be 
   our modus operandi until a formal board is     
   elected. 

         In the meantime Dillard, Em Jay, Ashley, and 
   Denny agree to continue functioning as          
   treasurer, clerk, sexton, and public relations 
   coordinator respectively until such time as we 
   are dismissed or replaced.” 

 Though it was not recorded, I definitely got the 
feeling that the Board were annoyed with the communi-
cations glitch between Rev. Ducham and Rev. Lynch.  

 On the issue of needed space, on February 20, a 
letter arrived from the Unitarian Universalist Church,  in 
which they said they would be willing to negotiate with 
our pastor concerning using their facilities for worship 
services.   (Note: they had declined such a request earli-
er).  At the next executive board meeting (2/22/88) 
Rev. Ducham agreed to be the negotiator with the UU 
Church.  The board also thought that choosing a name 
for the church should be a time when Rev. Ducham could 
be there. They also planned for a commemorative prayer 

wall to call attention to AIDS Awareness month 
(February) and to remember those who had died or who 
were living with AIDS.  A vigil lamp had also been pur-
chased to be lit and kept on the altar. 

 March 6, 1988 was chosen as the day of 
“reopening” and one Sunday in March would be 
“Membership Sunday” during which people could        
commit/recommit themselves to MCC in Fort Myers by 
affirmation/reaffirmation of faith.  (Minutes of Board 
of Advisors) “Those so doing will be the first members 
on the new membership list.”   

 At the Organizational Meeting on March 6, Rev. 
Lynch was present and introduced himself to the people 
assembled.  One of the biggest events of the day was 
choosing a new name for the new church.   After a num-
ber of hand votes, three names stood out and were voted 
on:    

            St. John the Apostle MCC 

 St. Francis 

 Friends of Peace. 

 The final vote was between St. John the Apostle 
and Friends of Peace with St. John the Apostle winning 
in a very close vote.   

 Membership Sunday was to be March 27, Palm 
Sunday during the service (7 PM).  The last service on 
Dean Street was to be on Good Friday, April 1, l988.  The 
first service at the new location,  the Unitarian Univer-
salist Church at 2335 Clifford Street, was to be on 
Easter Sunday, April 3, at 7 PM. (Minutes 3/6/88).  April 
17 was chosen for the installation of the new pastor, Rev. 
Jim Lynch, and the dedication of the new worship site at 
the Unitarian Universalist Church. 

 And so, with  22 dedicated founding members  a 
bank account of $12.96, a weekly rental fee of  $60.00 
for Sunday services at the new location, and  a   commit-
ment to help out the new Lambda Community Center 
(located at the old address, 1414 Dean Street), Saint 
John the Apostle MCC in Fort Myers became the home 
for so many looking for spiritual nourishment and      
guidance.  Was this a storybook ending?  No, the story 
goes on, new problems and questions arose all the time, 
but the establishment of a permanent home here in 
Southwest Florida is quite a lesson in determination and 
belief in a cause and its effort and eventual success 
should be remembered. 

 

 Mary Leigh 
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 On Sunday November 17, 2013 at our Annual Congre-

gational Meeting, the SJAMCC Congregation elected Jack 

Lewis and Bruce Mericle as Lay Delegates and Glenda Enter-

line as an Alternate should Jack or Bruce be unable to fulfill 

their duties. The term for this ministry is 3 years and will 

begin on January 1, 2014, ending on December 31, 2016. A 

heartfelt THANK YOU to Glenda Enterline and Bob Schneider 

for their faithful service to this important ministry during 

the last three year term. The generous gifts of their time, 

talents, and treasures are greatly appreciated. 

 There are a number of responsibilities that a Lay 

Delegate facilitates throughout the term. First and foremost 

is an open dissemination of information from the MCC denomi-

nation to the SJAMCC church family. Another task is to be 

sure that SJAMCC has an open dialogue within their 

“network”. St John The Apostle MCC belongs to the West 

Florida Network, partnered with: Celebration MCC, Church of 

the Trinity MCC, Gentle Shepherd MCC, King of Peace MCC, 

MCC Tampa, Spirit of Life MCC, SunCoast MCC, Trinity MCC, 

and Holy Cross MCC. 

 In addition to these communications, the Lay Dele-

gate is responsible, with their church family’s support, to   

attend conferences held by the MCC denomination. The Lay 

Delegate will forum discussions of pertinent topics prior to 

attending a scheduled conference in order to get a feel for 

their congregations thoughts on subjects to be discussed at 

the conference; The Lay Delegate will attend the conference 

and actively participate in Workshops, Meetings, and sessions 

in which a vote is required; Upon the completion of the Net-

work Meeting or Conference, The Lay Delegate will bring the 

information back to their church family for publication or 

further discussion. 

 In the coming weeks and months look for additional 

information regarding the exciting church that the St John 

The Apostle family considers home, and the integral part it 

plays in the West Florida Network, the State of Florida, The 

United States of America, and the World to spread the love 

of Christ Jesus, one human being at a time. 

 Notes from your Lay Delegates 

  Jack Lewis 

 Thank you for the vote of confidence you have placed 

in me, as Lay Delegate Elect.   

 

             LOCAL COLORS FESTIVAL   

 Plans continue to move forward for the   Local 

Colors Festival scheduled for March of 2015 celebrat-

ing the ethnic diversity of Southwest Florida. 

 We received approval from the Board of Direc-

tors to establish an account to help fund “THE EVENT” 

so as not to create expenses for the church general 

fund.  We are planning an     International Valentines 

Dinner and Auction for Saturday, February 8 at 6:00PM 

in the social hall.  Our international menu will include 

dishes from around the world. The dinner will be limited 

to 64 guests with a cost per ticket of $20.00. 

 For our auction we are looking to find items that 

you can re-gift from Christmas.  Often we receive won-

derful items at Christmas that we cannot use. Such as 

that gorgeous necktie or sweet bottle of perfume or 

wacky looking planter which is certainly not right for us.  

Now we will have an opportunity after Christmas to 

bring them in as auction items.  We have a crew that 

will create gift baskets out of your re-gifted items for 

the auction right after the International Valentines 

Dinner.  We hope that you will share in your re-gifting 

items and join us for the dinner. 

 “THE EVENT” Committee will hold its next 

meeting following church service on Sunday,      Novem-

ber 24th.  We have a great time and are working for our 

church to the glory of God.  We would love to have you 

join us so just show up in the parlor right after service. 

 

 “THE EVENT” Committee       

      LAY DELEGATES             THE EVENT 

A fundraiser for St John the Apostle MCC will be 

held on Saturday, December 7, 2013. 

Design a wreath!  Donate a wreath!  Buy a wreath! 

Tubby’s City Hangout 4810 Vincennes St. Cape Coral 

NO COVER!  FABULOUS ENTERTAINEMENT! 

www.tubbysbar.com (phone) 239.541.3540  

2013 WREATH AUCTION @TUBBY’S CITY HANOUT 
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 Change is something that many of us dislike but no mat-

ter what, change happens. 

 Our annual pledge campaign began three years ago as a 

result of the Size Summit in Atlanta which was attended by a 

number of individuals from our church.  As a suggestion from the 

Size Summit a Stewardship Program began with the establish-

ment of a Stewardship Committee.  Our first Pledge Sunday was 

held on Easter, April 4, 2010.   

 Since that time our church established a Capital Cam-

paign to raise funds to pay off our mortgage which continues 

with a second offering for the Capital Campaign on the first 

Sunday of each month.  As a result of the growing success of the 

Capital Campaign we are going to transform the formal Pledge 

Sunday process into a less formal program.   

 The revised Pledge Campaign Form will allow you to rec-

ord your pledge to SJAMCC and your pledge to the Capital Cam-

paign.  This pledge is between you and God as we will no longer 

include space for your name and address (see sample form which 

you may also use).   

  Pledge forms will be in the church bulletin on Sunday, 

January 5 and Sunday, January 12.  You will have the opportunity 

to place your pledge in the offering plate on Pledge Sunday, Jan-

uary 12.  Pledge Sunday will allow each of us to make a commit-

ment of financial support to our church and building fund and will 

be between ourselves and God. 

********************************************************* 

(Cut along dotted lines) 

2014 Pledge Form 

This Pledge is between me and God and is my estimate of my 

giving this year. 

I will support the Ministries of SJAMCC and pledge to give 

$__________ per week/month (please circle one) for the 

General Operating Fund. 

 

I wish to additionally pledge $__________ per week/month 

(please circle one) to the Capital Campaign to pay off the 

Church building mortgage. 

 

*************************************************** 

 Every year at this time, we reflect on the 

struggles of God’s people who had been promised a 

Messiah, a deliverer from oppression.  In our worship 

during Advent, the weeks leading up to Christmas, we 

consider the hope to which the Jewish people so 

steadfastly held. We will adjust our worship liturgy 

to allow us to more carefully consider the themes of 

Advent: Hope, Peace, Joy and Love. I plan to dis-

pense with the usual introit performed by the choir 

and each Sunday of Advent and have individuals sing 

of the prophesied Messiah, lending the flavor of a 

cantor to the liturgy. 

 During this Christmas season we will consider 

the gift that came to us in Bethlehem over two thou-

sand years ago. Through the years composers have 

been very creative in their repeated attempts to 

give us a new perspective on this miraculous birth.  

This year, after a lot of prayerful consideration I 

selected “Gather at the Manger” for the choir to 

perform on Sunday, December 22nd, the Sunday pre-

ceding Christmas.  Through this musical work we will 

attempt look at the appearance of this marvelous 

gift from yet another perspective – our own points 

of view, from our own hearts’ eyes. 

 MY PRAYER: Holy God anoint us as we wor-

ship, and as we go about our daily lives, to share this 

message of your unconditional love in our community 

at every opportunity! From something they observe 

in each of our lives provoke some of our friends and 

acquaintances. to turn aside from their busy lives to 

“take another look” at the Christ of the manger and 

the peace and hope and love and joy He brings. 

 P.S.  We have a very informal arrangement 

regarding our choir during this interim period and 

invite you to set aside a few weeks to join the choir 

on Wednesday evening at 7pm and learn this music. I 

believe you will be truly blessed! 

 Dong Gouger 

 

STEWARDSHIP                        THE CHOIR 
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     Pastor’s Pen  CHURCH DIRECTORY 

SENIOR PASTOR  

Rev. Steve Filizzi             pastor@sjamcc.com 

Congregational Administrator 

Kurt Hood                        admin@sjamcc.com 

      

CHOIR DIRECTOR / ORGANIST 

Don Gouger—Organist    music@sjamcc.com 

Brian Dietrich—Pianist     

BOARD MEMBERS         board@sjamcc.com 

Dana Drew           Bruce Mericle 

Nivia Torres                     Thomas Haskins      

Jason McRae            Maxine Johnson 

OFFICE HOURS 

Monday  through Thursday 

10:00 AM –  2 :00 PM 

DEACONS                     deaconate@sjamcc.com     

Tony Cerullo         Tim Meyers 

Glenda Enterline            Wanda Neubert 

Jonathan Hollander       Mary Jane Soller 

Arla Johnson                                                                       

LAY DELEGATES            delegate@sjamcc.com 

Glenda Enterline        

Bob Schneider                 

TREASURER       treasurer@sjamcc.com                                   

Dale Gnatek                                                                      

CHURCH OFFICE 

Phone: (239) 344-0012   Fax: (239) 344-0445 

 

Visit Our Website 

 www.sjamcc.com 

BE A FAN!  

  Follow Us On FACEBOOK    

www.facebook.com/sjamcc   

 I have a question for you: Are you ready for 

Christmas? When we are asked this question we normally 

think of a number of things. Do we have our tree out and 

decorated? Are all the decorations and lights hung? Is 

our shopping completed? Did we send out our Christmas 

cards? Do we have everything wrapped? We have a to-do 

list for Christmas. However, this is not what I mean 

when I ask the question, “Are you ready for Christmas?” 

I am asking are you looking for Christ to be born in you. 

Are you ready? Are your prepared? 

 In all the gospels, we have the great preparer John the Baptist. He is 

the one who is sent to prepare the way. In the Gospel of Matthew we have this 

picture.  

 While Jesus was living in the Galilean hills, John, called “the Baptizer,” 
was preaching in the desert country of Judea. His message was simple and aus-
tere, like his desert surroundings: “Change your life. God’s kingdom is here.” 

 John and his message were authorized by Isaiah’s prophecy: 

 Thunder in the desert! 

 Prepare for God’s arrival! 

 Make the road smooth and straight! 

 John dressed in a camel-hair habit tied at the waist by a leather strap. 
He lived on a diet of locusts and wild field honey. People poured out of Jerusa-
lem, Judea, and the Jordanian countryside to hear and see him in action. There 
at the Jordan River those who came to confess their sins were baptized into a 
changed life. 

 

 When we look at the one word “prepare” closely we learn a lot. In the 

Hebrew, we find that it refers to a clearing out. We are to clear out a way for 

the Lord in the wilderness and make smooth in the desert a highway for our God. 

This is about the  ancient Near Eastern custom of sending representatives 

ahead to prepare the way for the visit of a monarch. Sometimes, they would 

even do work on the road to make it as professional as possible. They wanted to 

make a road that was worthy of their King, and sometimes, that involved remov-

ing fallen trees or filling in holes to make the path as good as possible.  

 What are the trees in our path that need to be clear? Where are the 

potholes that need filling or the hills that need to be leveled? Each of us has 

different answers. When I asked are you ready for Christmas, I am not asking 

about tinsel or cookies. I  am  asking if you have prepared your heart.  

 

 

 Pastor Steve Filizzi 

 

THE QUESTION 

mailto:worshipteam@sjamcc.com
mailto:admin@sjamcc.com
mailto:board@sjamcc.com
mailto:worshipteam@sjamcc.com
mailto:delegate@sjamcc.com
http://www.sjamcc.com/
http://www.sjamcc.com/
http://www.sjamcc.com/
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 With the Supreme Court’s decision to allow same sex 

marriages the same Federal privileges as heterosexuals, 

there seems to be a rush to get married by many couples at 

SJAMCC. 

 I know of 5 couples, including Kathy and I, who are 

planning on exchanging vows before Christmas. 

 It’s important to get all the information you need 

for the place you’ve chosen before you make those plane res-

ervations. Using the internet to look at state’s requirements 

will be a main source of help.  

 Maryland, for example, requires only a 48 hour wait 

and it does require that you get married in the same county 

that you obtained the license. 

 Also, it’s important to check to see if the county 

you’re obtaining your license and perhaps also getting married 

in has not made any recent changes in their requirements to 

obtain a marriage license.  In some states, Maryland for one, 

each county has its own rules. 

 Some couples are considering using MCC clergy to 

perform the ceremony and some are using court clerks, etc. 

 You will need to know your marriage state’s paper-

work requirements to bring to get the license; for example, 

if you’re divorced, you must bring your divorce decree.  Learn 

what type of ID they want and how many days you have to 

“be in residence” before using the license. 

 There’s quite a lot of research to do, but a little 

“hoop hopping” shouldn’t dampen your spirits. 

 There are also geographical considerations when 

you’ve never been to the city where you’re going.  Distance 

from the airport to the county office to your hotel is im-

portant, too, if you’re not renting a car. 

 Kathy and I are going to Baltimore. We wanted to 

use the city’s county clerk system downtown and stay in the 

downtown Harbor area for the 48 hours. It took phoning 

these civic offices in advance to get the information we 

needed. We will be taking cabs to the civic buildings from our 

hotel. 

 We’ve chosen our flight to Baltimore to get us into 

the city by early afternoon. That way we’ll get the marriage 

license first and then check into the hotel since they don’t 

allow check in before 3 PM.  Our luggage has wheels so it’s no 

big deal to have it with us.  

 We never thought we would be able to do this in our 

lifetime and we are so pleased. 

 Kathy and I wish you all happy wedding day. 

 It is now November 10th and Kathy and I have been 

married since October 2nd.  There have been two other cou-

ples who have done the same. 

 One of the things that I have been asked is “Does it 

feel different from before?”            

 This is my observation thus far:    In many ways it is 

not different and feels the same; however, one change I 

sense is that I feel that I really belong to the class of folks 

who are married.  The court ceremony “legitimized” our rela-

tionship in a brand new way and in that regard I feel empow-

ered. 

 We were lucky that another couple was waiting to 

get married after us.  They were kind enough to offer to 

take pictures with our camera.  I’ll try to send one along with 

this addendum and hope it can be included 

 Mary Jane  

THE RUSH TO THE ALTAR 
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 Don’t forget to mark your calendar to 

attend the Christmas Eve service, December 

24, 2013. 

 The Christmas Eve service will begin at 

8:00 PM. 

 Immediately following the service there 

will be a time of fellow-ship in the Social Hall.  

We will provide the coffee and ask that you 

bring a few Christmas goodies to share with 

the others attending the service. 

Please, join with us in this very important ser-

vice to celebrate the birth of our Lord and 

Savior, Jesus Christ. 

 We hope to see you there!!!!! 

 

 

 The food pantry staff wants to give a very 

special “Thank You” to the Office Pub (OP) for put-

ting on the drag show on November 16 as a fund 

raiser for Dean’s Pantry. 

 Also, we want to give a “Thank You” to     

Rascals for their on going efforts supporting Dean’s 

Pantry, by having a food donation station in their 

place of business. 

 We owe BOTH of these business for their 

great work in supporting our food pantry. Please 

mention this when you visit their business. You may 

bring non-perishables any time to the church and 

deposit them in the food box in the hallway. 

 Due to this increased demand we are in real 

need of more items for our pantry.  As of today, 

these are the things we most urgently need: 

Canned Vegetables, Rice, Beans, Peanut Butter, 

Jelly and Cereal 

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE                THE FOOD PANTRY 

 

CHRISTMAS EVE ALTAR DEDICATIONS (POINSETTIAS) 
 

The Christmas Eve sanctuary dedications can be in honor of or in memory of someone special 
to you.  The cost (donation) is $15 each.  The Poinsettias will be  yours to take home after 
the service.  The deadline for dedications is December 22nd.  Please fill in the information 
below and either drop it in the offering plate with cash or a check marked “Christmas Dedi-
cation” or you may mail it to St. John the Apostle, 3049 McGregor    Boulevard, Fort Myers, 
Florida 33901. 

Name(s)_________________________________ 

Phone Number____________________________ 

In Honor of/In memory of (circle one) 

_______________________________________ 
 

_______________________________________ 
 

_______________________________________ 
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~ December 2013 ~ 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 Advent begins 
10a-11a Traditional 
Worship 

7p-8p World AIDS Day 

 

2  
 

3  
9a-12p Food Pantry 

9a-3p Lee County 
Health Department 

8p-9p Lambda 
Drummer (AA) 

 

4  
 

5  
9a-12p Food Pantry 

6:30p-7:30p Serenity 
by the River NA 
Meeting 

 

6  
Church Office Closed 

6:30p-7:30p Friday 
Family AA Group 

 

7  
Church Office Closed 

2p-11:30p Benefit 
Wreath Aution at 
Tubby's City Hangout 

6p-7p The Rainbow 
Group of NA 

8p-9p Lambda 
Drummer (AA) 

 

8  
10a-11a Traditional 
Worship 

 

9  
 

10  
9a-12p Food Pantry 

8p-9p Lambda 
Drummer (AA) 

6:30p-7:30p Prayer 
Team Meets 

 

11  
 

12  
9a-12p Food Pantry 

6:30p-7:30p Serenity 
by the River NA 
Meeting 

 

13  
Church Office Closed 

6:30p-7:30p Friday 
Family AA Group 

 

14  
Church Office Closed 

6p-7p The Rainbow 
Group of NA 

8p-9p Lambda 
Drummer (AA) 

 

15  
10a-11a Traditional 
Worship 

 

16  
 

17  
9a-12p Food Pantry 

9a-3p Lee County 
Health Department 

8p-9p Lambda 
Drummer (AA) 

 

18  
No Board of Directors 
Meeting 

 

19  
9a-12p Food Pantry 

6:30p-7:30p Serenity 
by the River NA 
Meeting 

 

20  
Church Office Closed 

6:30p-7:30p Friday 
Family AA Group 

 

21  
Church Office Closed 

10:30a-12p Trans Life 
Group 

6p-7p The Rainbow 
Group of NA 

8p-9p Lambda 
Drummer (AA) 

 

22  
10a-11a Traditional 
Worship 

 

23  
 

24  
9a-12p Food Pantry 

8p-9p Christmas Eve 
Service 

8p-9p Lambda 
Drummer (AA) 

 

25 Christmas 
 

26  
9a-12p Food Pantry 

6:30p-7:30p Serenity 
by the River NA 
Meeting 

 

27  
Church Office Closed 

6:30p-7:30p Friday 
Family AA Group 

 

28  
Church Office Closed 

6p-7p The Rainbow 
Group of NA 

8p-9p Lambda 
Drummer (AA) 

 

29  
10a-11a Traditional 
Worship 

 

30  
 

31  
9a-12p Food Pantry 

8p-9p Lambda 
Drummer (AA) 

 

Notes: 12/1 World AIDS Day at Congregational United Church of 

Christ 8210 College Parkway , Fort Myers – Remembering those 
we have lost to AIDS. 
12/7 Benefit Wreath Auction for Saint John the Apostle at Tubby’s 
City Hangout 4810 Vincennes Street, Cape Coral – Silent Auction 
starting at 2:00 pm, Live Auction at 9:00 pm. 
12/24 Christmas Eve Service at 8:00 pm 
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~ January 2014 ~ 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 New Year's Day 
 

2  
9a-12p Food Pantry 

6:30p-7:30p Serenity 
by the River NA 
Meeting 

 

3  
Church Office Closed 

6:30p-7:30p Friday 
Family AA Group 

 

4  
Church Office Closed 

6p-7p The Rainbow 
Group of NA 

8p-9p Lambda 
Drummer (AA) 

 

5  
10a-11a Traditional 
Worship 

 

6 Epiphany 
 

7  
9a-12p Food Pantry 

9a-3p Lee County 
Health Department 

8p-9p Lambda 
Drummer (AA) 

6:30p-7:30p Prayer 
Team Meets 

8  
 

9  
9a-12p Food Pantry 

6:30p-7:30p Serenity 
by the River NA 
Meeting 

 

10  
Church Office Closed 

6:30p-7:30p Friday 
Family AA Group 

 

11  
Church Office Closed 

6p-7p The Rainbow 
Group of NA 

8p-9p Lambda 
Drummer (AA) 

 

12  
10a-11a Traditional 
Worship 

 

13  
 

14  
9a-12p Food Pantry 

8p-9p Lambda 
Drummer (AA) 

 

15  
5p-6p Board of 
Directors Meeting 

 

16  
9a-12p Food Pantry 

6:30p-7:30p Serenity 
by the River NA 
Meeting 

 

17  
Church Office Closed 

6:30p-7:30p Friday 
Family AA Group 

 

18  
Church Office Closed 

10:30a-12p Trans Life 
Group 

6p-7p The Rainbow 
Group of NA 

8p-9p Lambda 
Drummer (AA) 

 

19  
10a-11a Traditional 
Worship 

 

20 Martin Luther King 
 

21  
9a-12p Food Pantry 

9a-3p Lee County 
Health Department 

8p-9p Lambda 
Drummer (AA) 

6:30p-7:30p Prayer 
Team Meets 

22  
 

23  
9a-12p Food Pantry 

6:30p-7:30p Serenity 
by the River NA 
Meeting 

 

24  
Church Office Closed 

6:30p-7:30p Friday 
Family AA Group 

 

25  
Church Office Closed 

6p-7p The Rainbow 
Group of NA 

8p-9p Lambda 
Drummer (AA) 

 

26  
10a-11a Traditional 
Worship 

 

27  
 

28  
9a-12p Food Pantry 

8p-9p Lambda 
Drummer (AA) 

 

29  
 

30  
9a-12p Food Pantry 

6:30p-7:30p Serenity 
by the River NA 
Meeting 

 

31  
Church Office Closed 

6:30p-7:30p Friday 
Family AA Group 

 

Notes: 
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  Traveling to my 

grandmother's house on 

Florida Street in Detroit 

on Christmas Eve was an 

annual tradition when I 

was growing up. My broth-

er and three sisters and I 

would all be bundled up in 

heavy coats with scarves 

and mittens. There always 

seemed to be snow. One of the babies was always sick—

that, too, seemed to be part of the tradition.  

As we walked in, my first memory was of seeing the 

Christmas tree lit with big, brightly-colored, lights. 

There were unusual ornaments—angels with feathers, 

birds with brilliant tails, and lights filled with colored 

fluid that would bubble as they got warm. Underneath 

the tree was a beautiful crèche with dozens of intricate 

figurines. 

 The heat inside the house was intense—like 

opening an oven door, but, ah, the wonderful aromas—

the fragrant Christmas tree mixed with pungent sauer-

kraut, pierogi (Polish dumplings) frying in butter, and 

stewing dried fruit. Babci (our grandmother), Aunt So-

phie, and other aunts were in the tiny kitchen cooking. 

Mother would join them as the older kids hung by hoping 

for samples. Uncle Ed would let us go down into the 

basement—you had to duck your head going down, to get 

a Faygo soda. Cream soda or red pop were the best. 

 It seemed like aunts and uncles and cousins 

would arrive in waves, each with their own bundle of 

gifts, shaking off snow, and taking off coats and hats 

and gloves. Presents were whisked away. It would be 

hours before we saw them. 

 At the dinner table there was always an empty 

place setting in case an unexpected guest should arrive, 

recalling Joseph and Mary, who found no room at the 

inn. In the center of the table was an oplatek, a rectan-

gular wafer imprinted with a religious scene. Everyone 

at the table shared the wafer wishing each other 

health, wealth, and happiness and often a special wish. 

 Wishes of Wesołych Świąt i Szczęśliwego 

nowego roku (Merry Christmas and Happy New Year in 

Polish) were also exchanged. 

 

  

 My best Christmas memory was when my cousin 

John suddenly appeared during dinner. He was in Vi-

etnam during the war and not expected home. Of 

course, there was a place for him at the table! All of 

the aunts and even some of the uncles cried. 

 After dinner we would sing carols. My father 

sang Polish Christmas carols beautifully. While we were 

singing, a couple of the uncles would disappear and rus-

tling sounds could be heard above us. Suddenly, a ringing 

bell could be faintly heard outside. The little kids all 

knew what that meant—Santa Claus was here! Those 

rustling sounds must have been his reindeer on the roof! 

 Santa always had bags and bags of presents. 

There were toys galore. I think each aunt and uncle 

would try to outdo each other giving gifts. After the 

gifts were opened it was time for treats. We ate a rich 

poppy seed and nut filled coffeecake, a Polish tradition 

I still follow today. Aunt Hattie would make fried pas-

tries dusted with powdered sugar called Chrusciki. 

There were as light as a feather.  We called them angel 

wings. 

 My memories of Christmas on Florida Street 

were of a simpler time, when, if only for a few hours, 

grievances were forgotten, and wishes were exchanged-

-for a prosperous new year, good health, a better life. 

It was an acknowledgment that, after all, we were fami-

ly--and family was important! 

 You can find more of my stories and recipes on 

my blog “From My Family’s Polish Kitchen at: http://

apolishkitchen.blogspot.com 

 

 In love and service, Adam. 

 

 

 (Continued following page) 

 

 

 

    CHRISTMAS ON FLORIDA STREET FROM THE KITCHEN OF ADAM JANOWSKI 

http://apolishkitchen.blogspot.com
http://apolishkitchen.blogspot.com


 

The Channel, St. John the Apostle MCC Page 11 

 

  

 Christmas Eggnog Pie 

 

This is a delightful pie to serve at Christmas. You cer-

tainly don’t have to decorate it as extravagantly as I 

did—I was taking this pie to a Christmas Day Dinner so I 

made it look extra-special. You could simple spread Cool 

Whip on top and sprinkle it with some toasted chopped 

pecans and it would still be a great pie!! 

 

 
 

Crust 

1 9” Pillsbury pastry pie crust, baked 

 

Filling 

1/2 cup Nestle La Lechera Dulce de Leche Caramel 

1 tablespoon whipping cream 

1/2 cup + 1 tablespoon coarsely chopped and toasted pe-

cans divided 

1 large (4.6 ounce) package Jell-O Cook and Serve vanilla 

pudding mix 

3 cups eggnog 

1 teaspoon rum flavoring (optional) 

1/2 teaspoon ground nutmeg, divided 

2 egg whites 

1 teaspoon unflavored gelatin 

1 teaspoon water 

3 tablespoons milk 

1 cup heavy whipping cream 

1 tablespoon powdered sugar 

 

Topping 

1 cup heavy whipping cream 

2 tablespoons powdered sugar 

1 tablespoon red and green candied fruit 

1 tablespoon toasted pecans 

 

 

Directions 

Prepare pie crust as directed and allow to cool.  

 

Heat caramel in microwave for one minute. Whisk until 

smooth. Add cream and continue to whisk until cream is 

incorporated with caramel. Spread caramel on bottom of 

pie crust. Top with 1/2 cup toasted pecans. Refrigerate 

until caramel is cool. 

 

 

Combine pudding mix with eggnog and 1/4 teaspoon nut-

meg. Cook over medium heat until pudding thickens and 

comes to a boil. About 10 minutes. Stir in optional rum 

flavoring. Remove from heat. Allow to come to room tem-

perature and then refrigerate until cool. 

 

Whip egg whites until stiff. Set aside. 

 

Combine unflavored gelatin with water. Heat 3 table-

spoons of milk until boiling. Remove from heat and whisk 

in gelatin until completely dissolved. Set aside and allow 

to come to room temperature. 

Whip cream until soft peaks develop. Add powdered sug-

ar and beat until incorporated. Carefully pour in gelatin 

and milk mixture while still beating cream. Whip until 

cream is stiff. 

 

In a large bowl, pour in pudding and whisk until lumps are 

gone. Fold in egg whites until completely incorporated 

with pudding. Fold in whipping cream in two batches into 

pudding/egg white mixture. Fold until completely incor-

porated. 

 

Spoon into pie shell. Allow to cool overnight. 

 

Whip 1 cup cream until soft peaks develop. Add 1 table-

spoon powdered sugar. Continue beating until stiff peaks 

form.  

 

Pipe whipping cream around edge of pie or spread over 

top. Garnish with candied fruit (optionally you can use 

red and green Maraschino cherries) and toasted pecans. 

 

CHRISTMAS ON FLORIDA STREET CONT’D. 
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 Right in the middle of town, I have a little 

oasis that I like to call Bougainvillea Cottage. I 

bought it from my dear friends, Brother Sam and 

Sister Lessie, back in ’97. When I walked in the 

door with my realtor friend Jo Ann I felt a wel-

coming presence that I attribute to the lives of 

sacred witness lived there by the previous occu-

pants, Sam, Lessie, Tim and Lisa. Now, Bougainvil-

lea Cottage was built in 1923; and so it has a lot of 

mature trees surrounding it: pine, oak, Poinciana, 

avocado, and palms. When we moved in, my Jim 

took the good bones of the basic garden Lessie 

and Sam had created and built on it. I kid you not, 

with Jim’s hard work this yard came to look like a 

botanical garden! 

 Now, one thing all those trees have in com-

mon is the amount of deadwood that is generated 

by them. A few weeks ago during rainy season I 

thought I did a very good job of picking up most of 

the fallen debris that had accumulated during my 

recent, protracted period of laziness. Wow! Now, 

after a little serious removal of a truckload of de-

bris, the place looked quite presentable! My 

thought was, “Jim, I wish you could see it now. You 

would be so proud! It almost looks like you were 

here!” After my hurried cleanup I conveniently 

forgot all the hours he put in that yard, day after 

day, keeping it such a beautiful oasis. And he just 

didn’t clean up debris and add pretty specimen 

plants, he pruned, too! 

 Well, silly me! We had a pretty good wind-

storm that weekend; and once again the lawn was 

littered with all kind of fallen dead limbs. They 

were up there among all the healthy stuff all along; 

I just didn’t see them. Now, I could choose to get 

off my lazy “seat of do nothing” and do the neces-

sary work of cleaning out the debris and deadwood 

like Jim used to constantly do; or, I could sit back  

 

and just let the debris and deadwood pile up and 

rot and obscure the view of the beauty there is 

there in the landscape. But, then, if I’m not willing 

to commit myself to the work, I won’t want to sit 

on the patio, or entertain my friends there, be-

cause I’ll be reminded of all the work I need to do. 

So, I’ve got to put on the grubbies, grab a rake and 

pruning shears and break a sweat as much as I 

hate it. 

 As I was sitting on Brother Sam’s patio a 

few mornings later the Holy Spirit reminded me of 

how much my life is mirrored in this place. I can be 

feeling pretty smug about my life; and then, in a 

quiet moment when I least expect it, just like 

those summertime Florida windstorms, the Holy 

Spirit blows a revealing breathe in my life, and all 

kind of deadwood is brought out in the open for me 

to deal with. And, like in my yard at Bougainvillea 

Cottage, if I’m unwilling to do the debris cleanup 

and the pruning in my personal life, then I’m not 

going to be willing or able to credibly share the 

love of Christ, the view of which is cluttered and 

obscured by the deadwood and the unproductive 

overgrowth cluttering my life.  

 MY PRAYER: Holy Spirit, Breath of God, 

this is a hard prayer for me. I know it’s going to 

cost me some hard work! But would you please 

breathe your revealing breath in me; let the wind 

of your refreshing Spirit reveal the deadwood and 

the unproductive overgrowth in my life. Quicken in 

me the heart of a gardener.  As You expose the 

debris, and as You open my eyes to the overgrowth 

of those unproductive things of this world that 

have crept into my life, give me the wisdom, the 

grace and the grit to deal with it. 

  Don Gouger 

THOUGHTS FROM BOUGAINVILLEA COTTAGE 
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Merry Christmas, and a Prosperous New Year! 

During this busy time of year, please take a moment to evaluate a couple of quick house-

keeping items. Did you remember to change your smoke detector batteries when you set 

your clocks back for daylight savings time, a few weeks ago? Do you have a good fire      

extinguisher available in the event a holiday meal goes wrong? Did you pay your 2013 

property taxes, to take advantage of the discount rate? Is your 2013 Homestead Exemp-

tion still valid? Are you eligible for any other tax exemptions? Have you reviewed you home-

owners/liability/flood insurances to be sure they are sufficient for your current needs? 

Too often in our hectic everyday lives, these simple but important tasks are overlooked. 

And, if you’re holidays are as busy as mine, you want to be sure that your home is the safe 

haven it is meant to be, at the end of those fun filled days and nights. Please Access Jack, 

if you need some help with any of the abovementioned tasks! I may not have a ladder tall 

enough to change the smoke detector battery at the top of the stairs, or be able to     eval-

uate your current flood insurance policy, but I know people that can help. Please allow me 

to be your Real Estate resource for all of your Real Estate needs. 

Holiday Blessings from my family to yours, Jack 

Please Call Jack Lewis at (239)839-5927  

Please visit me online anytime at www.accessjack.com  

          
 

GRI 
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