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The CHANNEL is a newsletter publication 
of Saint John the Apostle MCC. Any      
publication or inclusion of any names, 
organizations or businesses do not reflect 
the religious or sexual orientation or   
lifestyle of such individuals or groups.  Any 
opinions expressed herein are those of 
the writers and do not necessarily       
represent the opinion of Saint John the 
Apostle MCC.  Likewise, inclusion of ad-
vertising from any sponsor does not con-
stitute such endorsement by The      
CHANNEL or Saint John the Apostle MCC.  
Articles printed in The CHANNEL may be 

reprinted by any UFMCC church. 

 In Part I of this recounting of the development of MCC in Fort 
Myers, I mentioned the real difficulties associated with its beginning.  
As would be expected, financial difficulties and social norms of that 
period (1974) were such that people were fearful of being associated 
with any gay or lesbian group.  Being “outed”  could mean losing a job, 
friends, or being condemned by one’s own family. 

 The strong of heart at MCC of the Palms kept going.  Even in the 
face of apparent discrimination leading to the termination of their 
lease on Mildred Drive, followed by months and months of church ser-
vices conducted in individual homes, they kept their vision for the fu-
ture.   

The saying was “Come to church every Sunday to find out where we’ll be 
next week.”  The move to Dean Street was a real improvement.   To 
bring us up to where this part of the story begins, the church felt the 
loss of Revs. Tom Bigelow and Lee Carlton.  Andrew Christian came on 
the scene as Worship Coordinator (WC) (he was not yet licensed as an 
MCC pastor) to replace Rev.  Lee Carlton in the spring of 1985.   

 Christian’s arrival was met with a great deal of hope for the fu-
ture, but even without a spiritual leader, Sunday services and social 
events continued.  In February, there was an oriental dinner, a Valen-
tine’s celebration at the Bar None Coffeehouse, and a special service of 
healing.  Related groups like the AA Group, the Lambda Drummers, 
Word of Life Rap Group (met in Naples), and regular Bible Study, as 
well as 2 Sunday Services.  Christian (WC) brought a strong voice of 
advocacy in the midst of the health crisis of AIDS.  He was trained as 
an AIDS counselor and was often interviewed by the media and wrote 
articles to educate folks about the virus. 

 To round out the 1985 year, there was an 11th year anniversary 
celebration, a Christmas tree trimming party where everyone brought 
an ornament to put on the tree, the Candlelight Service, and the free 
Christmas Evening Buffet for the Gay community.   

The financial shortfall really began to show in 1986, however.  In 

January a bake sale at the Bar None and later in the month a Rent Par-

ty were held to pay February’s rent.   (Cont. Pg 10) 

MCC OF THE PALMS-Part 2 
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 Revelation 21:7 – The one who overcomes shall in-

herit all things, and I will be that one’s God and that one 

shall be My child.   

 I confess that I sometimes read the end of a book 

before I read the beginning.  Doing so allows me to know 

which characters live and which characters don’t.  When I 

know how it will turn out, I’m able to relax and thoroughly 

appreciate and enjoy the story and the characters.   

 In a similar way, reading the final book of the Bible, 

the book of Revelation, can be an encouragement and com-

fort for the followers of Jesus.  Time and again, Christians 

are called to be overcomers (1 John 4:4; 5:4; Rev. 2:7, 11, 

17, 26; 3:5, 12, 21).  We can be overcomers now and will be 

for all eternity.   

 As the apostle John talks about the revealing of 

the new heaven and the new earth in Revelation (21:1), he 

describes what the final victory will look like for those who 

have received Jesus as Savior.  At that time, we will see the 

end of death, tears, sorrow, and pain (v.4).  The Lord de-

clares: “The one who overcomes shall inherit all things, and I 

will be that’s one God and that one shall be My Child” (v.7).  

The Lord will dwell with us (v.3), and the Lord will “make all 

things new” (V.5).   

 When the trials of today seem more daunting than 

your strengths, let the Lord show you the end of the story 

when you will be in the Lord’s presence forever!   

  Jonathan Hollander          

   Deacon 

 

 Apocalipsis 21:7 – El que venciere heredará todas las co-

sas, y yo seré su Dios, y él será mi hijo.   

 Confieso que, a veces, leo el final de un libro antes que el 

principio.  Esto me permite saber qué personajes viven y cuáles no.  

Cuando sé cómo va a terminar, puedo relajarme, y apreciar y dis-

frutar plenamente de la historia y sus participantes.  

 Del mismo modo, leer el último libro de la Biblia, Apocalip-

sis, puede ser alentador y reconfortante para los seguidores de 

Cristo.  Una y otra vez, se insta a los creyentes a ser vencedores (1 

Juan 4:4; 5:4, Apocalipsis 2:7, 11, 17, 26; 3:5, 12, 21).  Podemos ser 

vencedores ahora y lo seremos por la eternidad.   

 Cuando el apóstol Juan habla sobre la manifestación de un 

cielo y una tierra nuevos (Apocalipsis 21:1), describe cómo será la 

victoria final para aquellos que han recibido a Jesucristo como Sal-

vador.  En ese momento, se terminarán la muerte, las lágrimas, la 

tristeza y el dolor (v.4).  El Señor declara: “El que venciere here-

dará todas las cosas, y yo seré su Dios, y él será mi hijo” (v.7).  Él 

morará con nosotros (v.3) y hará “nuevas todas las cosas” (v.5).   

 Cuando parezca que las pruebas presentes van a desani-

marte más allá de lo que puedas soportar, ¡deja que el Señor te 

muestre el final de la historia, cuando estarás en su presencia para 

siempre!  

 

Jonathan Hollander 

Diacono 

            “FOR THE CRIME OF TASTING GOOD”  COOK BOOK.  

 The long awaited cookbook has arrived! The Office Pub would like to 
thank all our friends and families for sharing about 220 recipes for this    
worthy cause.   

You can purchase your copy of “For The Crime Of Tasting Good” either at the 
church from Richard and Jerry , the church office or at The Office Pub. The 
cost of the cookbook is $20.00 and the proceeds benefit Dean’s Food Pantry.   

COOKBOOK SALE BENEFIT DEAN’S FOOD PANTRY 

Revelation 21:1 – 7 Apocalipsis 21: 1-7 
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Our food pantry 

continues to see a 

huge increase in 

the number of 

families we are serving.  In the past six to 8 

weeks, we have almost doubled the number of fam-

ilies we normally serve. 

 Due to this increased demand we are in real 

need of more items for our pantry.  As of today, 

these are the things we most urgently need: 

Canned Vegetables Rice Beans Peanut Butter 

Jelly Cereal 

 You may not realize it but for those fami-

lies who get government assistance, they can not 

purchase items such as Toilet  Paper and Bar Soap.  

Therefore, the pantry is always in need of those 

items too. 

 If you find you just can’t get out and shop 

for those items that are so much in need, the food 

pantry volunteers will gladly do the shopping for 

you.  All you need to do is drop off a check, or 

money order, to the office, or drop it in the offer-

ing plate and mark it for FOOD PANTRY.  The 

monies collected through these donations will be 

used to purchase the items they are most in need 

of. 

 For our readers out there, who are not able 

to come to the church, you can mail a check or 

money order to the church, to the address on the 

front page.  Just be sure to mark the check/

money order as being for the food pantry. 

  Ron Johnson & the Food Panty Staff 

 The Stewardship Crew met on July 8 for 

our monthly meeting. 

 We have a couple of projects that we are 

working on.  One is to help educate our congre-

gants on a scriptural understanding of tithing and 

the other is to plan for Friendship Sunday along 

with Tom Haskins as the coordinator of the event. 

   Many of us believe that if we pledge or 

work toward tithing (10% of our income) that we 

are giving money to the Pastor, as head of the local 

church, to run the church.  Although the money 

collected in the offering is for the operation of 

the church we are told a tithe is directly to Christ.  

Now beyond all contradiction the lesser is blessed 

by the better. Hebrews chapter 7 verse 7.   The 

lesson is that we are tithing or giving a portion of a 

tithe to Christ as a spiritual gift because of our 

love of Jesus. 

 We are planning to have an insert in a July 

bulletin that covers a piece of scripture concern-

ing tithing as a part of the educational process.  

At our August meeting which is scheduled for 

Monday, August 5 at 6:00 pm we will review com-

ments that may be expressed about the insert and 

decide if we wish to continue with a monthly edu-

cational tithing insert. 

 We would like to invite anyone interested in 

the Stewardship Crew to join us for our meeting 

on August 5. 

  Dana Drew 

 

           FOOD PANTRY NEWS          TITHING IS A SPIRITUAL GIFT 
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PAT CUTTER 

Jan. 15, 1941—July 16, 2013 

SHE DID IT HER WAY!  

Reflections of a happier time Rev. Shawver, Mary Leigh, 

Sue Markham and Pat Cutter 

 

 I can not write an article celebrating the life of 
Pat Cutter without making it a personal story about the 
Pat Cutter, my friend, that I knew.  So, I will start with 
the time I first met her.  In July of 1994, I came to St. 
John the Apostle after having lost my partner to cancer.   
During the service an announcement was made about paint-
ing the church the following Sunday after church.  I came 
to church the next Sunday with some old clothes and a 
paint brush.  As I began to paint, there was someone next 
to me who said “Hello.  My name is Pat.”  The next thing 
you know,  we were making plans to meet Sue Markham, 
her partner, and talking about our histories.  She told me 
her partner had COPD, as did she, although hers was a 
milder case.  That was 19 years ago and we have remained 
friends, though in recent years Pat’s health kept us from 
interacting as much as we would have.  Pat always said she 
couldn’t cook, so I helped her plan and serve a Christmas 
party with Christmas Carols and gifts when Sue was quite 
ill.  Pat was afraid Sue wouldn’t be here the following year.  
Susan and I were with Pat when Sue passed, we were on 
the boat with her when Sue’s ashes were scattered.  We 
helped Ginny move from her apartment when she moved in 
with Pat.  These kinds of things constitute memories that 
can’t and shouldn’t be erased. 

 Pat was a person of incredible integrity.  She had 

strong opinions and if she didn’t agree with you, she would 
let you know it.  But that didn’t interfere with how she 
interacted with you as a person and had no impact on 
friendships.  When she was asked to be a deacon, she 
asked me what I thought.  She was humbled and wasn’t 
sure if she were good enough in God’s eyes to undertake 
such a commitment.  Her faith grew over time and her be-
lief in the power of prayer was boundless.   More re-
cently, when she was able to speak on the telephone, she 
didn’t talk about her illness, but asked how we were doing.  
She was such a force for good; she has truly missed being 
a part of the church and interacting with people more 
than you can imagine.  She was always interested in what 
was going on at the church and the future of our minis-
tries. 

 Pat was successful and energetic in all her endeav-
ors.  She was physically active as a child.  She learned to 
swim, almost as a toddler by either Gertrude Ederle or 
Florence Chadwick (I can’t remember which; both were 
famous for swimming the English Channel) .  She was an 
avid swimmer,  a Water Safety Instructor for over 20 
years.  Her first career was in teaching.  She became a 
physical education teacher in the Tulsa, Oklahoma school 
system, her hometown.  She was a born leader and became 
chair of her department; she received the coveted 
“Teacher of the Year” award from the Tulsa school sys-
tem,  and helped develop a Curriculum guide for the  en-
tire school system at the secondary level.  

 When she and Sue left teaching, they moved to 
Table Rock lake in Kinberling City, MO where they opened 
a clothing store.  It was something neither of them had 
ever done before.  Pat was a buyer for the store, became 
involved with the Business and Professional Women’s 
group, the Merchant’s Association, and the local Chamber 
of Commerce.  At the same time, they were enjoying their 
home, working with landscaping and natural environments, 
gardening, and the like. 

 How they decided to retire to Ft. Myers, after a  
successful business run of 16 years rather than some-
where else, I don’t know.  As soon as they were here, how-
ever, they became involved with the life of the church.    

 God has truly blessed us with Pat’s presence.  She 
didn’t fear death; she was ready to go when God called.   
Rest in Peace, Pat, and thank you for being a part of our 
lives. 

     Mary Leigh 

  

PAT CUTTER  Jan. 15, 1941—July 16, 2013      
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     Pastor’s Pen  CHURCH DIRECTORY 

SENIOR PASTOR  

Rev. Steve Filizzi             pastor@sjamcc.com 

Congregational Administrator 

Kurt Hood                        admin@sjamcc.com 

      

CHOIR DIRECTOR / ORGANIST 

Don Gouger—Organist    music@sjamcc.com 

Brian Dietrich—Pianist     

BOARD MEMBERS         board@sjamcc.com 

Dana Drew           Bruce Mericle 

Nivia Torres                     Thomas Haskins      

Jason McRae            Maxine Johnson 

OFFICE HOURS 

Monday  through Thursday 

10:00 AM –  2 :00 PM 

DEACONS                     deaconate@sjamcc.com     

Tony Cerullo         Tim Meyers 

Glenda Enterline            Wanda Neubert 

Jonathan Hollander       Mary Jane Soller 

Arla Johnson                                                                       

LAY DELEGATES            delegate@sjamcc.com 

Glenda Enterline        

Bob Schneider                 

TREASURER       treasurer@sjamcc.com                                   

Dale Gnatek                                                                      

CHURCH OFFICE 

Phone: (239) 344-0012   Fax: (239) 344-0445 

 

Visit Our Website 

 www.sjamcc.com 

BE A FAN!  

  Follow Us On FACEBOOK    

www.facebook.com/sjamcc   

     “Where is God in all of this?” is a question 
that is asked in time of personal and communal 
tragedy. It is asked in hospital rooms, around 
kitchen tables, in the homeless streets and in 
the pews of churches. And it is silently asked 
in our hearts. Most recently I came across this 
question in an article about Trayvon Martin and 
George Zimmerman. 

The article told the story of Rev. Sarah Lund, the regional 
minister of the United Church of Christ in Central Florida. The 
Sunday after the trial verdict, Sarah was spirit-led to be with 
Trayvon’s church. On Sunday morning, she got up early and drove 
down to Allen Chapel. Allen Chapel is a church in the African 
Methodist Episcopal denomination.  Sarah was easy to spot in the 
congregation, being the only white person there. She introduced 
herself to the Pastor, Rev. Valerie Houston. Rev. Houston has 
been working for months helping to heal the fear and brokenness 
of her congregation. She continually called for discernment and 
hope. Valerie told Sarah that it was providential that she was 
there today and asked Sarah to speak during the service. Sarah 
agreed even though she had not prepared any remarks.  

After a rousing sermon by Rev. Valerie, Sarah was intro-
duced to the congregation. "You may wonder why a white girl like 
me is up here," she said, to a stirring of laughter. "But as Dr. King 
said in his letter from the Birmingham jail, 'injustice anywhere is 
a threat to justice everywhere.'" She went on to explain that the 
pain that burdened them was her pain too, and that she felt com-
pelled by God to face it with them. The congregation rose to their 
feet in applause, enfolding Sarah with the warmth of a family 
whose differences hold no sway when compared with their love 
for one another. 

It was the answer to the question ‘Where is God in all of 
this?” God is present to us when we are truly present to each oth-
er. The Christian story of salvation is of God becoming flesh and 
living among us. It is the story of Christ who not only heals our 
brokenness but shares our brokenness completely on the cross. 
When we share each other’s pain, God becomes flesh again in us.  

But we must do more than just share the pain. We must 
work to end the suffering of injustice. We must transform our-
selves as we transform the world.  

 Pastor Steve Filizzi 

 

Where is God in all of this? 

mailto:worshipteam@sjamcc.com
mailto:admin@sjamcc.com
mailto:board@sjamcc.com
mailto:worshipteam@sjamcc.com
mailto:delegate@sjamcc.com
http://www.sjamcc.com/
http://www.sjamcc.com/
http://www.sjamcc.com/
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The Prayer Team began to gather in December of 

2008.  

 In January of 2009 the Prayer Team wrote a 

Mission Statement: 

 “The Prayer Ministry of St. John the Apostle 

believes in the awesome power of prayer.  Prayer is the 

breath of life, an intimate bond with our Creator, Christ 

and the Holy Spirit.  

Therefore, our mission is to pray with individuals 

and groups in the nurturing of our spirits to discover an 

ever-deepening relationship with God and ourselves. We 

recognize the need to reach out to each other in our 

congregation and community to support one another 

through prayer, teaching, and action.” 

Our prayer path is and continues to be awesome. 

We are convicted and inspired by the Holy Spirit to pray 

with and for one another, to pray for specific individuals, 

situations and circumstances.  We pray for and through 

everything, anytime and anywhere!  Our prayers are to 

honor and glorify God! 

Prayer requests are received from our contact 

form on the internet website for Saint John the Apos-

tle, we have a prayer book located in the back of the 

sanctuary, we have prayer cards to fill out and place in 

the offering during service or give to someone in the 

church office, and we talk with each other, our families 

and friends who share their testimonies of healing, pray-

er and praise. We have a prayer bear ministry whose lit-

tle Bears have traveled around the world to inspire and 

lift those who may need a boost of energy or a sweet 

touch of spirit to know they are loved. 

 Prayer can be a word or a book of words, it can 

be a whisper or a shout, and it can be a cry for help or a 

“thank you, Lord!”  It can be a song, a smile or a gesture.  

Prayer is the Intimate sharing of ourselves with the Al-

mighty, the Creator of all there is…….. God wants to hear 

from us – everything – no matter how small or insignifi-

cant it may seem – God wants to hear from us!  Each 

praise and thanksgiving, each thought, fear, hope, dream, 

conviction, hurt or thanks.  God is the One who is our 

teacher, our healer, our guide, our friend.   

We have learned the importance and power of 

prayer as individuals, prayer partners, a group, a congre-

gation, a community, a nation and as the world.   

 We have learned prayer comes in all shapes and 

sizes, it comes at all hours of the day and night, it keeps 

us awake, it fills our day with dreams, it is wherever two 

or more are gathered, it’s alone in our secret place, pray-

er is anywhere and anytime! It is where we meet God, 

how awesome is that?  Prayer is how we define ourselves, 

it is our faith and perseverance, and it is love and all the 

imaginings!  Prayer is our every breath.  Each prayer op-

portunity is every second of every day! Prayer is our 

voice and our healing.  Since 2008 we have had thousands 

of prayer requests.  We have had thousands of answers 

to prayer. We’ve had hallelujah’s and joy, some answers 

of - not yet, we’ve had healing of body, mind and spirit.  

We have prayed in the sanctuary, in our cars, walking 

down the street, in the shower, at the grocery, on the 

beach, at work, in the rain, before our meals, after a 

rough day, first thought of the day, sleepless night, at 

bedsides, in the hospital, on buses, in planes, riding bikes, 

racing cars, moving about this world in every form of 

travel, at the beauty parlor, in the baseball stands and 

basketball courts, football fields, in our educational in-

stitutions, in our most private thoughts, in the voting 

booth, on the telephone….....Anytime, anywhere!  Won’t 

you join us? 

At this time, the prayer team would like to re-

member Pat Cutter, a true prayer warrior. She could not 

regularly attend the meetings but wanted to be involved 

as much as possible.  We corresponded by mail, yes, snail 

mail and the telephone.  We spoke throughout the week 

and the prayer list was mailed to her every week.  She 

was instrumental in helping form the Prayer Bear Minis-

try.  Until she could no longer do so, she penned the tags 

that were attached to the prayer bears for shipment.  

Her prayers will be coming on a different wave length in 

the future and as put by another prayer team member, 

“Heaven is rejoicing!” 

 

  Deacon Wanda 

 

 

Prayer and the Prayer Team 
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Bob Schneider and I your Lay 

Delegates  along with Pastor 

Steve traveled to Chicago for 

the 25th General Conference of 

Metropol itan Community 

Church. Don Gouger from our 

music ministry also attended. 

  The conference was very exciting with a 

very busy schedule. The first order of business was 

the election of five governing board members, 

three from Laity and two from Clergy. The election 

was surprisingly accomplished in one voting session.  

 The members elected from Laity are Kareem 

Murphy who currently serves on MCC public policy 

team, Sarah-Jane Ramage who served on the inter-

national task force and is also the first heterosexu-

al to be elected to office in MCC. Gail Rissler who 

facilitated the new vision mission and action plan 

for MCC. 

  The members elected from Clergy are Rev. 

Dr. Robert Griffin who is a current member of the 

board that ran for re-election and Rev. Dr. Carol 

Trissell. Pastor Steve posted all of their bios on the 

e-weekly news the week of July 7th. 

 After casting votes for the governing board 

came the business of by-law changes. Most of the 

proposals were for verbiage changes and were 

passed without too much discussion, although one 

proposal was tabled until next conference and one 

was voted out completely. 

 The meetings, workshops and worship ser-

vices the message was the same, 

 “ BELIEVE” . Believe in Love, Believe in Jus-

tice, Believe in who we are, Believe in Transfor-

mation. Every message centered on transformation. 

We must be transformed, we must be willing to 

change to be transformed from the denominational 

level to the local churches and on a personal level. 

We must be willing to embrace change to allow our-

selves to be transformed, like a butterfly emerging 

from the cocoon, yes it is uncomfortable maybe 

even a little painful but if the butterfly does not 

emerge it will die. The same is true of us personally, 

locally and the denomination. 

  At the 2016 conference we will be electing 

a new moderator and chances are that person will 

not be a first generation MCCer. We are changing 

and transforming as a denomination. We are emerg-

ing as the Human Rights Church and we must contin-

ue to be transformed to fulfill our destiny. We may 

not know what our destiny is or where we are going 

but that’s ok, like Abraham we must be willing to go. 

I am sure Troy Perry did not  know where he was 

going but he allowed God to lead him and transform 

him which lead to the emerging of MCC. And like 

Abram who was transformed into Abraham, I am 

sure if we allow God, God will transform us on all 

three levels. 

  The worship services were so anointed, the 

band and choir just took you to another level. Those 

young adults were so filled with passion and the 

Spirit. Each speaker preached with such conviction 

and passion. Notice the titles of the messages:  

 Rev. Elder Nancy Wilson- Then the World 

 might Believe  

           Rev. Elder Darlene Garner- Believe in Trans

 formation 

           Rev. Elder Dr. Forbes-Believe that Destiny 

 stands in need of us 

           Rev. Presley Sutherland- Believe in Possibili

 ties 

           Rev. Elder Mona West- Believe in Wholeness                                            

           Natasha Holmes & Angel Collie- Believe in 

 our sacred creativity 

           Rev. Wes Mullins- From “I am” to “We Are” 

           Rev. Elder Hector Gutierrez- Believe in 

 Grace now  

           Rev. Jeff Miner- Believe that God sent us 

  (Continued Pg.8)                                                        

MCC General Conference 2013 
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  Every service was so powerful. I wish I 
could have a recorded copy of each one. I would 
love to hear it all again and would love to be able to 
share it with you. 

  Rev. Phyllis Hunt out did herself with the 
liturgical arts, the back drops, the banners and the 
Altar were just amazing & beautiful. They were 
different for every service, all nine of them. She 
also created a prayer wall where you could write a 
prayer request on cards made to hang on the wall, 
it was really something. There were so many pray-
ers hanging there and at the end of service we 
were encouraged to take someone’s prayer with us 
so we could be praying for each other from all 
around the world. 

  Rev. Elder Lilly Brock read her letter of 
resignation at one of the services. She is not leav-
ing MCC but she is resigning from her duties as 
Elder. She is taking some time for physical, per-
sonal, emotional and spiritual healing. She has been 
very ill this past year and unable to participate in 
her duties which includes a lot of travel. I would 
ask that we keep her in prayer. 

  Rev. Elder Ken Martin retired this year and 
there was a nice reception  honoring him after the 
closing worship service on Friday. 

  This was my first general conference and it 
was an awesome experience. I was unable to attend 
all of the workshops or pop-up topics that I would 
have liked due to scheduling. The ones I did attend 
were very interesting, informative and thought 
provoking. Each one calling us to be transformed. 

  I pray I have been able to give you at least 
some of the details, and a glimpse of what we ex-
perienced. I know I have not touched on every-
thing, there was so much. I guess that’s why we 
send more than one person so we can get each per-
sons perspective and hopefully get at least the 
most important details. 

  This whole experience has helped me see 
through a new lens, a new heart and a renewed 
spirit. So let us Be Love, Be Justice, Be Trans-
formed as we transform the world, let us Be MCC. 

 

              Glenda Enterline  

                           Lay Delegate  

 We wanted to take a moment to highlight some 

of the things that have been going on with our church. 

 First of all we want to give a big THANK YOU 

to the two wonderful “Fairies” for all of the great 

things they have been doing around the church recently.  

 In case you have not noticed, all of the great 

landscape work that has been going on, has been thanks 

to our two “Fairies”.  One, in particular has been tire-

lessly working to do something to improve the looks of 

the landscape around the church.  He is out there trim-

ming shrubs, weeding, and generally cleaning up the  

landscape around the church. Another one has been 

trimming trees, in addition to the things he does inside 

the church. 

 Also, if you ever go into the kitchen area, and 

open the refrigerator, the nice clean look you see, is all 

thanks to one of them. 

 Anyone who has the time, and is able, can come 

by the church, at your convenience, stop by the office 

to find out what needs to be done. Once you know what 

needs you can fulfill,  come at your convenience and do 

the work to help with the beautification of our land-

scaping. 

 Capital Campaign—The results of the Capital 

Campaign we started last October continue to produce 

results.  As of June 30, 2013, we have received 

$50,015.00 in donations toward the mortgage. 

 Please continue to remember this effort is still 

on going!  We still have 5 years left on the mortgage 

(see Treasurer report pg. 11)  Donations are always wel-

come. 

 Aluminum can recycling program—This program 

has been discontinued by the church.  We found we 

were not getting enough income from the program to 

justify the work involved.  Another big factor was, the 

fact the number of problems related to it  got to be too 

much . 

 Event Planning Strategic Planning Session— On 

Saturday, August 24, 2013, at 9 AM—Noon, this group 

will be meeting in the church social hall to discuss the 

details on how to accomplish holding a festival.  Every-

one is invited to attend this meeting.  
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 BE MCC 

Be MCC 

BELIEVE 

That as the church alive 

we must prepare for a transformation; 

of yourselves and our Church if we are to stay the church alive. 

Be justice, 

the human rights of the flock must be served, 

if we are to continue to make a move forward in the world today. 

We must be as accepting of the world 

just as we have asked it to accept who we are. 

This was the message we received and heard at Conference 2013. 

In order to stay alive as the body of Christ; 

now is not the time to sit back and say we have won. 

We must continue to show that we have gotten the message 

and understand it. 

It is telling us that as we grow in strength in the community 

we must grow up 

and do the work we have been blessed to do, 

'Serve the Lord, walk humbly and do justice.' 

' Behold, I will make all things NEW. ' 

How can we not accept the challenge 

and continue to make the world a better place to live 

for me and you. 

If we are to survive we must be ready for yet another change, 

one that is more far reaching than we could have imagined. 

It is the time to stand up 

and make those promises come true for all of us 

throughout the world as the body of Christ 

in the 'Love' of human kind. 

Be MCC 

BELIEVE 

Be Justice 

Imagine 

what we can do together as one. 

 

Bob Schneider 

Lay Delegate 
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       The next month there was a wine and 
cheese party, a 50’s sock hop and a movie night.  
They also had a booth at the Edison Pageant of 
Light which sold baked goods on the sidewalk in 
front of them.   
 Their commitment to the gay community 
was as strong as ever.  Project HOPE (Having Our 
Peace Extended) got under way, open to PWA’s, 
ARC, and HIV positive people.  The group met 
weekly in private homes, with occasional speakers 
and looked at who in the medical establishment 
were willing to treat virus positive.  They also 
looked at current research and drug treatment, 
and insurance programs available.  MCC of the 
Palms was also an alternate site for testing for 
HIV.  The cost was $20 and anyone who couldn’t 
pay were asked to contact the church. 
 The March, 1986 issue of the Support-Line 
cites the beginning of a Lesbian Blood Drive.  The 
church took on the project to help the gay popula-
tion in the area, should they need blood replace-
ment.  Since the lesbian population was the least 
likely to contract the virus, the project was tout-
ed as a way to help “our gay brothers.”  This same 
issue mentions the financial difficulties as fewer 
people were attending services.  “Fear of AIDS 
and money problems seem to be the greatest caus-
es.  YOU CANNOT CATCH AIDS BY COMING TO 
CHURCH.” 
 MCC was also involved with helping out The 
Courage House.  The Courage House was a shared 

living facility where HIV positive people who were 

being discriminated against in housing and had no-

where else to go.  The church sponsored a fund-

raiser  ($2,500 raised) to save the house from 

foreclosure. (Support-Line, April, 1986) 
 In July of 1986  Andrew Christian was ap-
proved for full licensure.  His contract was final-
ized and he officially became “Pastor” of MCC of 
the Palms.  Just as an aside, in an article in the 
Support-Line, the question came up as to whether 
or not our denomination could marry people.  Rev. 
Christian answered the question by pointing to 
three kinds of commitment: a Rite of Blessing, a 
Commitment Ceremony, and a  Holy Union.  Each 
couple, he said, would be counseled as to which  
ceremony would be the most appropriate.  (August, 

86) Rev. Christian  made some changes in the or-
ganization of the church.  In October the Board 
of Directors were renamed Board of Servants.   
 The need for more space than Dean St. 
could provide came up as early as December of ‘85.  
In December of’86, the Board of Servants’ 
minutes spoke of a building owned by Franklin Dun-
lap at Katherine St. and Central Ave.  Although a 
lease agreement was in the works, that didn’t hap-
pen.  To complicate matters, Rev. Christian an-
nounced he would be leaving to pursue finishing his 
Master’s Degree and a PhD in Theology.  As you 
will see, he was still here in May of 1987.  What is 
confusing is that the Board of Servants’ minutes 
indicates that a contract was offered to Rev. 
Christian and they had signed a contract of em-
ployment.   In January of 1987 a pastoral search 
was begun.  Did I say this was confusing? 

 In the Support-Line (May, 1987, Vol.4:no. 1) 
the headline for an article read MCC Applies for 
New Status.   MCC of the Palms had applied for 
status as a commissioned church in UFMCC.  The 
church’s vice-moderator, Dillard Larson, said “This 
is a new category in our denomination’s history and 
we are taking advantage of it…This status is the 
last step before reaching Chartered Church sta-
tus, which is reserved for churches with historical 
patterns of growth.”  The District Committee for 
the state of Florida was to review and vote on the 
status application during a meeting on May 12 in 
Ft. Lauderdale.  In the same issue, the article 
What’s Happening on Dean Street tells of the re-
painting of the facility and a Memorial Day picnic 
to be hosted in the back yard of Rev. Andrew 
Christian.  It also speaks to the 4 women brought 
into membership in March and 3 men in April.  The 
point is, the church had not ceased its efforts to 
be a viable and lasting part of the community, 
though real growth financially and in membership 
were truly evasive. 

 There were no minutes of meetings or his-
torical records that I could find for the remain-
der of 1987.  The Support-Line, from which I 
gathered much of my information, ceased publica-
tion after July of 87 and did not resume publica-
tion until January of 1988.  The reason this is sig-
nificant is that we don’t know what (Cont. Pg11) 

            MCC OF THE PALMS– Part 2 —Continued 
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the communication was between MCC of the Palms 
and the Southeast District between May and No-
vember when EmJay Williams was given a letter 
from the District committee announcing their deci-
sion “to assign a clergy person to Ft. Myers to eval-
uate the situation here and to assist us in reorgan-
izing and revitalizing the church.”  In about a week 
word was received that Rev. Karen Ducham was to 
be assigned for 60 days. 
 Ducham arrived on Dec. 17, 1987 and began 
to assess the situation immediately.  In December 
MCC of the Palms surrendered its commission and 
became a “special work” of the Southeast District 
of UFMCC.  The Board of Servants was dissolved 
and all “official” officers became non-existent.  By 
the same token, there was to be no longer any mem-
bership.  All members of the Board of Servants 
concurred with the recommendations, thus allowing 
a New Beginning for Ft. Myers.  (Minutes: Board of 
Advisors, MCC Ft. Myers.  Summary of Actions and 
Events, written by EmJay Williams)  Rev. Christian 
left on Jan. 30, 1988 to become the assistant pas-
tor at MCC of Los Angeles.  He wrote to thank the 
congregation, Support, Inc., the folks at the Health 
Department, and the Southwest Florida AIDS Task 
Force for their encouragement and expressions of 
gratitude for the work he was doing. (Support, Inc., 
March 1988) 
    To be continued   
 
Part III  THE NEW BEGINNING 
 
 
  Mary Leigh 
 
Authors Note:  I wrote in my article that I did not know 

how I got started on this track, although I am quite sure 

that curiosity played its part.  This is a starting effort 

and I would like everyone reading this to know that the 

article is not written as “gospel” and I would invite any-

one who has different or additional information to share 

it.  Please write, phone, or email your information to 

channelteam@sjamcc.com  At this point I am thinking 

there will be 3 parts to this “tome”.  I hope you like the 

article as much as I have enjoyed the search. 

    Mary Leigh 

 This brief narrative is intended to keep everyone 

informed about our church’s financial position and is a 

follow-up to the discussion held during our annual Con-

gregational Meeting 2012 in preparation for 2013. 

  

 At that meeting, our current year’s budget was 

approved with a caveat. That being, severe cuts in ser-

vices would be made if our actual operating income did 

not meet or exceed our actual operating expenses, less 

the mortgage payment. 

  

 As of June 30, 2013, we have met that goal, with 

modest but nonetheless important, $172 excess operat-

ing revenue over expenditures! Clearly, no cuts had to be 

made. This is telling us that you, the congregation, want 

to stay in our current location.  

  

 At roughly this same time last year (June/July 

2012), the Board of Directors was advised of the poten-

tial situation which could unfold if action was not taken 

in regard to the mortgage expense incurred on our build-

ing & property on McGregor Blvd. At that point, we had 

approximately 12 months reserve to compensate our 

monthly operating deficit. The Board, pro-actively, took 

immediate action and formed the Capital Campaign. As a 

result of this action to relieve some of the stress on the 

budget as a result of the mortgage, currently (June 

2013) we have approximately 17 months reserve! By the 

grace of God and the commitment of our congregation, 

we will remain in our home on McGregor. 

  

 This excellent news does not mean we are out of 

the woods. We still have 5 years remaining on the mort-

gage. It is essential that we remain diligent in all of our 

efforts to keep our church financially sound. Clearly, our 

congregation has spoken - WE ARE HERE TO STAY! 

  

  Dale A. Gnatek 

  Church Treasurer 

   MCC OF THE PALMS — Continued        Mid-Year Financial Update 
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Food for Thought…from the kitchen of Adam Janowski 

You may have seen a variation of the following story on the 

Internet. I like it because it applies to me. Sometimes I have 

a difficult time of just letting go and letting God! 

A psychologist walked 

around a room while teaching stress management to an audi-

ence. As she raised a glass of water, everyone expected 

they’d be asked the “half empty or half full” question. In-

stead, with a smile on her face, she inquired: “How heavy is 

this glass of water?” 

Answers called out ranged from 8 oz. to 20 oz. 

She replied, “The absolute weight doesn’t matter. It depends 

on how long I hold it. If I hold it for a minute, it’s not a prob-

lem. If I hold it for an hour, I’ll have an ache in my arm. If I 

hold it for a day, my arm will feel numb and paralyzed. In each 

case, the weight of the glass doesn’t change, but the longer I 

hold it, the heavier it becomes.” She continued, “The stresses 

and worries in life are like that glass of water. Think about 

them for a while and nothing happens. Think about them a bit 

longer and they begin to hurt. And if you think about them all 

day long, you will feel paralyzed – incapable of doing anything.” 

It’s important to remember to let go of your stresses. As ear-

ly in the evening as you can, put all your burdens down. Don’t 

carry them through the evening and into the night. Remember 

to put the glass down! 

 

*  *  *  * 

I just returned from a wonderful vacation in Savannah, Geor-

gia and Asheville, North Carolina. In Savannah I had a delight-

ful peach cobbler. At Ellis Farms in Lake Park, Georgia I had a 

scrumptious fried peach hand pie. I ended up buying some 

beautiful peaches and when I got home I made my own peach 

cobbler that I served to friends with a scoop of peach ice 

cream.  

 
 

Fresh Peach Cobbler 

 

1 cup sugar 

3/4 teaspoon ground cinnamon, divided 

1/8 teaspoon nutmeg 

6 peaches, peeled, cut into 1/2-inch slices (6 cups) 

2 tablespoons water  

2 teaspoons lemon juice 

1 1/2 cup Original Bisquick mix 

3 tablespoons sugar, divided 

1/2 cups half and half 

2 tablespoons butter or margarine, melted 

 

 Heat oven to 400F.  

 

In 4-quart saucepan, mix 1 cup sugar, the cornstarch and 1/2 

teaspoon cinnamon and nutmeg, stir in peaches, water and lem-

on juice. Heat to boiling, stirring constantly; boil and stir 

about 2 minutes until mixture starts to thicken. Pour into un-

greased 9-inch square (2-quart) baking dish. 

 

 In medium bowl, stir Bisquick mix, 2 tablespoons of the sugar, 

the half and half, and butter until soft dough forms. 

 

Drop dough by 9 tablespoonfuls onto hot peach mixture. 

Sprinkle remaining 1 tablespoon sugar over dough. 

 

Bake 25 minutes or until golden brown.  

 

Eat warm or at room temperature. Serve with a scoop of vanil-

la or peach ice cream. 

 

 In love and service, 

 

  Adam 

 

Food for thought...from the kitchen of Adam Janowski 
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If you have a loved one   

paying for skilled nursing 

home care, depleting their 

savings, ask us for a free 

consultation to evaluate 

whether they could qualify 

for Medicaid, even if they 

exceed the income and or 

asset limits. 

1025 Santa Barbara Blvd 

Suite #9 

Cape Coral, FL 33991 
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Have we had enough rain yet? It seems as though I begin to get used to the SW FL Summer after-

noon rain pattern and Mother Nature changes things up! I’ve been forced to mow the lawn several 

times in the rain in order to keep up with its aggressive growth these past few weeks. I’ve been 

mowing the lawn about every 4 days; a rock garden is beginning to look quite appealing… 

Our Steamy Summer rain, sunshine, and warmth provides for an excellent AND forgiving time to 

experiment with some landscaping. According to Money Magazine, the correct residential land-

scaping can provide in excess of a 100% return on investment. A great way to provide curb appeal, 

energy savings, and water conservation, Do-It-Yourself Landscaping can be fun and rewarding. 

Home Improvement Stores and Local Garden Centers are a great place to start. Often, during our 

off season time of year, these local establishments are changing up their display gardens and de-

sign areas. Apply some sunscreen, grab a couple bottles of water and set out on an adventure. 

Find a hard working garden center employee, offer that extra bottle of water and talk with them 

about your yard. You’ll be amazed at some of the simple design tips that will give your home or 

garden a fun and efficient facelift in preparation for autumn. 

Please @ccessJack for more great tips in making your house or condo feel more like home. 

Please Call Jack Lewis at (239)839-5927  

 

Please visit me online anytime at www.accessjack.com  

          
 

GRI 
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THE CHANNEL AD RATES 

Prepaid Annual Rates 

Business Cards $125  

1/4 Page  $190 

1/2 Page  $375 

Full Page  $500 

Prepaid Semi Annual (3 issues) Rates 

Business Cards $70 

1/4 Page  $100 

1/2 Page  $200 

Full Page  $280 

Prepaid Per Issue Rates 

Business Cards $25 

1/4 Page  $40 

1/2  Page  $75 

Full Page $100                                                
                                                                 

                                                                                                                                                                                                        

TO PLACE YOUR AD, PLEASE CALL 344-0012 

 

500 COPIES OF THE CHANNEL ARE  

PRINTED AND DISTRIBUTED… 

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS !! 

TO BECOME ONE, CALL 344-0012 

Saint John the Apostle  
Metropolitan Community Church 
3049 McGregor Boulevard 
Ft. Myers, FL 33901 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 


