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 Whatever possessed me to launch into a history of the MCC church in the Ft. 

Myers area is still a bit unclear to me.  I must admit, however, that for a long time I 

have wondered about those folks who made the commitment to start a “gay church” in 

an area of the country where it would have a probable  negative impact (ie religious and 

political).  We at St. John the Apostle MCC tend to leave out the work of our forerun-

ners, MCC of the Palms, other than to mention when the church was started and when 

St John the Apostle was born.  A great deal of that is due to the lack of information 

we currently have.  The records we have are scant and/or not available.  Many of the 

former members of MCC of the Palms have passed on or moved away. What I would like 

to attempt is to fill in a few of the gaps in our knowledge of that period, to remind us 

of the obstacles faced by our predecessors, and how we evolved.  St John the Apostle 

MCC has just recently celebrated its 25th Anniversary, about which we are very proud.  

If MCC of the Palms had been successful, we would have celebrated our 39th Anniver-

sary.  MCC of the Palms was organized in 1974 and was in existence for 14 years.  Be-

fore I continue, if any of you reading this article has more knowledge of or can add 

comments to the events surrounding the beginnings of MCC of the Palms, I would be 

most appreciative.  I want to get it right, so please let me know. 

 Judy Boyette was one of the original five people who began meeting and plan-

ning for the establishment of an MCC Church.  The other 4 persons were Pat Lee, Bev 

Mitchell, Tom Oliver and Michael Whitfield.  In the beginning they and others were 

considered a Mission and later a study group.  They remained a study group for some 

time.  What measures they undertook  to become a Mission and how they evolved is un-

clear to me.  Usually a pastor from Fort Lauderdale would come over to do a Sunday 

service and members of the group would take turns hosting the service.  They eventual-

ly moved into a building on Palm Beach Boulevard and Jackson Street.  David Samson 

was attempting to discern more about our establishment some years ago.  In a reply to 

an e-mail from David, H Spencer spoke of beginning to attend the church in 1978 at 

Palm Beach and Jackson St.  The site was just south of First Street where the “Club” 

was located.  The Club was a “bottle club;” you brought your own bottle and paid for the 

set-ups.  That helped to defray the costs associated with church expenses, like rent 

and expenses for a minister.  Unfortunately for their finances, the serving of alcohol 

had to stop when the sheriff found out about it because they had no license.   At that 

point there was no permanent minister and various members took turns hosting the ser-

vices in their homes.  Rev. George Covington and the Rev. Peter Wilson preceded the 

calling of Rev. Tom Bigelow to the pulpit at MCC of the Palms.   (Continued Pg 10)  

MCC OF THE PALMS 
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The fifth book of the New Testament, the 

Acts of the Apostles, records the beginnings of the 

Christian church under the leadership of the people 

Jesus had appointed. Some scholars have suggested 

that this book could also be called the Acts of the 

Holy Spirit, because the Spirit’s power supplied cour-

age for the apostles in the face of every hardship. 

 

Just before Jesus was taken up into heaven, 

He told the ones He had chosen: “You shall receive 

power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and 

you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all 

Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the 

earth” (Acts 1:8). With those words, one chapter in 

the story of God’s work on earth ended, and a new one 

began. We are a part of that ongoing story. 

 

The book of Acts describes the faithful wit-

ness of Peter, John, Barnabas, Paul, Dorcas, Lydia, and 

many others during the early days of the church. 

These ordinary people depended on God to give them 

strength as they spread His Word and demonstrated 

His love. 

 

That story continues through us. As we trust 

God and obey His direction to make Jesus known, He 

writes through us new pages in His story of redemp-

tion. 

Jonathan Hollander 

      Deacon  

Los Hechos de los Apóstoles, el quinto libro del Nue-

vo Testamento, registra el comienzo de la iglesia cristiana 

encabezada por los líderes que había designado el Señor 

Jesús. Algunos eruditos han sugerido que también podría 

llamarse «los Hechos del Espíritu Santo», ya que su poder 

les dio valor a los apóstoles para enfrentar las dificultades. 

 

Justo antes de que Jesús ascendiera al cielo, les 

dijo a quienes había escogido: «recibiréis poder, cuando ha-

ya venido sobre vosotros el Espíritu Santo, y me seréis tes-

tigos en Jerusalén, en toda Judea, en Samaria, y hasta lo 

último de la tierra» (Hechos 1:8). Con esas palabras, terminó 

un capítulo de la historia de la obra divina en la Tierra y em-

pezó uno nuevo. Nosotros somos parte de esa historia en 

curso. 

 

Hechos describe el testimonio fiel de Pedro, Juan, 

Bernabé, Pablo, Dorcas, Lidia y muchos otros durante los 

primeros tiempos de la Iglesia. Estas personas comunes y 

corrientes dependieron del Señor para obtener fortaleza 

mientras difundían su Palabra y demostraba su amor. 

 

Esa historia continúa a través de nosotros. A medida 

que confiamos en Dios y obedecemos sus instrucciones para 

dar a conocer a Jesús, Él escribe nuevas páginas de su his-

toria de la redención. 

 

Jonathan Hollander 

Diacono 

            “FOR THE CRIME OF TASTING GOOD”  COOK BOOK.  

 The long awaited cookbook has arrived! The Office Pub would like to 
thank all our friends and families for sharing about 220 recipes for this    
worthy cause.   

You can purchase your copy of “For The Crime Of Tasting Good” either at the 
church from Richard and Jerry , the church office or at The Office Pub. The 
cost of the cookbook is $20.00 and the proceeds benefit Dean’s Food Pantry.   

COOKBOOK SALE BENEFIT DEAN’S FOOD PANTRY 

Acts 1: 1 – 11 Hechos 1: 1 – 11 
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     Thanks to Lenore and Paul our newest volunteers for 

Dean’s Food Pantry. 

Please continue to support the pantry with your dona-

tions and prayers. 

Ron Johnson 

My name is Paul and I was born and raised in Indiana.  

My partner Warren, who is a regular volunteer at the 

food pantry, and I returned to Ft Myers for the second 

time in 2009.  I have heard many heart wrenching sto-

ries about how our pantry has put many smiles on faces. 

I now know firsthand what our pantry is doing  and I  

am thankful for this hands on experience  

My name is Lenore and I am a retired nurse. Nursing 

means helping others so it feels like I never stopped 

nursing. I was born in Indiana a “few years” ago and 

moved from there to Colorado and now Ft Myers 

My child, known as “Lady”, is the perfect cat, or so she 

thinks.  Having lived in Ft. Myers the past 24 years I 

have watched the city grow and have seen so much 

change. I am glad to be able to help that growth by 

helping here at St. John the Apostle  

 

 

 

                               FOOD PANTRY NEWS 

     Bob Schneider and I are very excited to be going to 
General Conference. 

     One of the things we will be doing is voting to elect 
two clergy and three lay candidates to the Governing 
Board. There are ten candidates, all of whom are very 
qualified based on the information submitted by each of 
them. 

      Looking at the schedule we will be kept quite busy. 
We will be attending several business meetings and 
there are over fifty workshops to choose from, I have 
picked out several and hope I can get to all of them.  

      There is going to be a lot of information to gather 
both from the business meetings and the workshops. I 
pray I can take it all in, process it and report back to 
you effectively. Thank goodness Bob and Pastor will be 
there gathering information also, three heads are bet-

ter than one, especially when one is our Pastor’s. I do 
however remember that Bob did a good job of reporting 
information after last general conference.  

      I am also really looking forward to the worship ser-
vices.  (of course I am) I hear they have been spectacu-
lar in the past and I am sure this year will be no excep-
tion. 

 Thank you for allowing us this experience and oppor-
tunity to serve you. 

  

  Glenda E. 

  Lay Delegate.    

Lay Delegates going to MCC General Conference—Chicago, IL  July 4 
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 We completed our third annual Pledge Campaign on 

Sunday March 17th with mixed results.  Our first year 

pledges totaled 64 individuals, our second year pledges 

totaled 48 individuals and this year we had pledges from 

37 individuals which is a 43% decline in pledges from our 

first year.  From an income standpoint our first year was 

annualized at $90,240, our second year was $85,657 and 

this year is $84,216 which is a 7% decline from our first 

year. 

 The big question for the Stewardship Crew is why 

our members and friends are not pledging to the church?  

Do our church members and friends not believe in tithing 

or pledging?  We don’t think that is the case for our 

church is filled with faithful individuals.  Are we in an 

economy that is so rough that we are afraid to make a 

commitment that we might not be able to keep?  Possibly, 

but the pledge form indicated an opportunity to make a 

change in your commitment at any time should circum-

stances change.   

 We asked some of our members and friends who 

pledged if we should discontinue the annual pledge cam-

paign and received a resounding NO.  So we plan to contin-

ue the annual pledge campaign. 

 Pledging is a spiritual and personal commitment and 

we are a very spiritual church but somehow the Steward-

ship Crew must be missing the mark for our annual cam-

paign.  IF you presently don’t pledge please tell us what it 

would take for you to pledge.  We would love to hear from 

you. 

 The Stewardship Crew 

 Dana Drew, Jim Seifert, Frank Timpa  

 and Jason McRae 

 

 

 

REMINDER OF IMPORTANT MEETING AT THE 

CHURCH ON JUNE 8, 2013, AT 9 A.M.—NOON. 

This is the announcement we have been making in church 

and you may have seen it in our E newsletter. 

Take another look at it and PLEASE TRY TO ATTEND 

THIS IMPORTANT MEETING!!! 

 

Thank you for being a part of the Saint John church fami-

ly and loving our church.  Each of us makes a difference 

but together we form a community of strength and be-

cause we know you care we need your help.  

 We are looking for ways to earn income for the church 

outside the generous gifts of the congregants.  We are 

looking for a venture that annually produces $30,000 to 

$35,000 in income for the church. 

The focus of our goal is to determine the possibility of 

opening a SJAMCC Thrift Store.  This would be a ministry 

that not only produces income for our church but also a 

ministry for those who need cost savings that a Thrift 

Store offers. 

We need to determine the issues that need to be re-

viewed for the viability of this business concept.  On Sat-

urday, June 8 from 9:00 am until noon, we are going to 

explore the details needed to determine if we can open a 

church Thrift Store. 

  If you want to be a part of this exciting time and attend 

the June 8 meeting, please sign up at the label table in the 

parlor. 

Pledging is a Spiritual and                       

Personal Commitment  

THRIFT STORE MEETING  

PLEASE 

 

SUPPORT  

OUR 

ADVERTISERS 
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     Pastor’s Pen  CHURCH DIRECTORY 

SENIOR PASTOR  

Rev. Steve Filizzi             pastor@sjamcc.com 

Congregational Administrator 

Kurt Hood                        admin@sjamcc.com 

      

CHOIR DIRECTOR / ORGANIST 

Don Gouger—Organist    music@sjamcc.com 

Brian Dietrich—Pianist     

BOARD MEMBERS         board@sjamcc.com 

Dana Drew           Bruce Mericle 

Nivia Torres                     Thomas Haskins      

Jason McRae            Maxine Johnson 

OFFICE HOURS 

Monday  through Thursday 

10:00 AM –  2 :00 PM 

DEACONS                     deaconate@sjamcc.com     

Tony Cerullo         Tim Meyers 

Glenda Enterline            Wanda Neubert 

Jonathan Hollander       Mary Jane Soller 

Arla Johnson                                                                       

LAY DELEGATES            delegate@sjamcc.com 

Glenda Enterline        

Bob Schneider                 

TREASURER       treasurer@sjamcc.com                                   

Dale Gnatek                                                                      

CHURCH OFFICE 

Phone: (239) 344-0012   Fax: (239) 344-0445 

 

Visit Our Website 

 www.sjamcc.com 

BE A FAN!  

  Follow Us On FACEBOOK    

www.facebook.com/sjamcc   

      

 In case your French is rusty or non-

existent like mine, the title translates as “the 

more things change the more they stay the same.” 

It is an expression that is repeated in the fast 

pace modern world, particularly in relation to fash-

ion. “Don’t get rid of your bell-bottom jeans, they’ll 

come back in fashion.” But the phrase has been going around in my head 

in a different way lately. 

It seems like every day we are getting good news of new states 

or countries approving marriage equality. We read about polls that show 

the majority of Americans support GLBT rights. We see professional 

sports figure publicly support gay issues. We even have athletes coming 

out before they retire from their sports. It seems things are changing. 

And they are, but some things are still the same.  

I still have men come to see me to share how they are married 

with children and have just begun to realize they are gay. I still have 

young women stop at the church to share how their family has cut off all 

ties with them since they came out as a lesbian. I still hear stories of 

what clergy persons in local churches preach about gays and lesbian. 

I still read of people being attacked on the street, even in New 

York City in a gay friendly part of town. There are even plans for a 

“Take Back the Night” rally in New York City.  News reports are still 

there about young people committing suicide because of being bulled in 

school.   

The more things change the more they stay the same. But I can’t 

despair. In the words of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. “I have not lost 

faith. I'm not in despair, because I know that there is a moral order. I 

haven't lost faith, because the arc of the moral universe is long, but it 

bends toward justice. I can still sing "We Shall Overcome" because Car-

lyle was right: "No lie can live forever." 

 

Pastor Steve Filizzi 

 

“plus ça change, plus c'est la même chose" 

mailto:worshipteam@sjamcc.com
mailto:admin@sjamcc.com
mailto:board@sjamcc.com
mailto:worshipteam@sjamcc.com
mailto:delegate@sjamcc.com
http://www.sjamcc.com/
http://www.sjamcc.com/
http://www.sjamcc.com/
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Kathy and I have just returned from a trip of 

a lifetime.  Some of you may have seen the postcards 

we brought back at the 2nd Sunday brunch.  When 

we get our camera photos developed I would be glad 

to show them to anyone   

 

The trip was to Barcelona, Spain where we 

stayed at the Axel Hotel and Urban Spa.  The Axel 

Hotel is one of a chain of Hotels across Europe. 

It is also what they like to say, "Heterosexual 

friendly". 

 

  Going to Barcelona, or anywhere that would 

require flying is a big deal for us.  We haven’t flown 

anywhere since 1985 because Kathy developed a    

terrible fear of flying.  So when she agreed to go to 

Barcelona I was really surprised.  You see, Kathy and 

I saw a CBS video in March about a basilica in    

Barcelona called La Sagrada Familia and we both were 

awestruck. The enormity (the building is 3 football 

fields Long); the sculptured walls depicting Christ's 

life and multiple spires were amazing in the         

video. The altar, the columns, the stained glass    

windows... every aspect of it was breathtaking.  

                         

   

  

 I felt drawn to this church 

and that I had to see this place 

soon. 

 

  The flights to Atlanta and 

then to Barcelona were smooth. 

 

     We went on a guided tour to see 

the Sagrada and the information 

helped us to further appreciate the 

architect Gaudi's masterpiece. The 

tour bus was so relaxing and fun that 

we took it twice. We really enjoyed 

shopping in the "tourist trap" stores 

and found some wonderful souvenirs. 

 

     Toward the end of the trip, I 

was on the 8th floor terrace of our 

hotel and I overheard the words 

“Fort Myers." I approached the man who had made 

the statement and he introduced me to his traveling 

friends; all of them were from Naples.  It was nice 

to hear that they were familiar with SJAMCC, but 

none had yet to worship with us. 

 

  It was wonderful to meet "neighbors" 4000+ 

miles from home.  We plan to meet all of them in 

Naples when they return from their cruise. 

 

  We are so grateful to our Lord that we were 

able to take such a trip and be able to walk as much 

as we did. 

  

It is indeed a small world. 

 

  

  Deacon Mary Jane 

 

SMALL WORLD 
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~ June 2013 ~ 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1  
Church Office Closed 

6p-7p The Rainbow 
Group of NA 

8p-9p Lambda 
Drummer (AA) 

 

2  
10a-11a Traditional 
Worship 

 

3  
 

4  
9a-12p Food Pantry 

9a-3p Lee County 
Health Department 

8p-9p Lambda 
Drummer (AA) 

 

5  
 

6  
9a-12p Food Pantry 

6:30p-7:30p Serenity by 
the River NA Meeting 

 

7  
Church Office Closed 

6:30p-7:30p Friday 
Family AA Group 

 

8  
Church Office Closed 

8:30a-12p Thrift Store 
Planning Session 

12p-6p Charlotte 
County Pride 

6p-7p The Rainbow 
Group of NA 

8p-9p Lambda 
Drummer (AA) 

 

9  
10a-11a Traditional 
Worship 

 

10  
 

11  
9a-12p Food Pantry 

6:30p-7:30p Prayer 
Team Meets 

8p-9p Lambda 
Drummer (AA) 

 

12  
 

13  
9a-12p Food Pantry 

6:30p-7:30p Serenity by 
the River NA Meeting 

 

14 Flag Day 
Church Office Closed 

6:30p-7:30p Friday 
Family AA Group 

 

15  
Church Office Closed 

10:30a-12p Trans Life 
Group 

6p-7p The Rainbow 
Group of NA 

8p-9p Lambda 
Drummer (AA) 

 

16 Father's Day 
10a-11a Traditional 
Worship 

 

17  
 

18  
9a-12p Food Pantry 

9a-3p Lee County 
Health Department 

8p-9p Lambda 
Drummer (AA) 

 

19  
5p-6p Board of 
Directors Meeting 

 

20  
9a-12p Food Pantry 

6:30p-7:30p Serenity by 
the River NA Meeting 

 

21  
Church Office Closed 

6:30p-7:30p Friday 
Family AA Group 

 

22  
Church Office Closed 

6p-7p The Rainbow 
Group of NA 

8p-9p Lambda 
Drummer (AA) 

 

23  
10a-11a Traditional 
Worship 

 

24  
 

25  
9a-12p Food Pantry 

6:30p-7:30p Prayer 
Team Meets 

8p-9p Lambda 
Drummer (AA) 

 

26  
 

27  
9a-12p Food Pantry 

6:30p-7:30p Serenity by 
the River NA Meeting 

 

28  
Church Office Closed 

6:30p-7:30p Friday 
Family AA Group 

 

29  
Church Office Closed 

6p-7p The Rainbow 
Group of NA 

6:30p-9:30p Lasagna 
And a Little Night Music 

8p-9p Lambda 
Drummer (AA) 

 

30  
10a-11a Traditional 
Worship 

 

Notes: 
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~ July 2013 ~ 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1  
 

2  
9a-12p Food Pantry 

9a-3p Lee County Health 
Department 

8p-9p Lambda Drummer (AA) 

 

3  
 

4 Independence Day 
9a-12p Food Pantry 

6:30p-7:30p Serenity by 
the River NA Meeting 

 

5  
Church Office Closed 

6:30p-7:30p Friday 
Family AA Group 

 

6  
Church Office Closed 

6p-7p The Rainbow 
Group of NA 

8p-9p Lambda Drummer 
(AA) 

 

7  
10a-11a 
Traditional 
Worship 

 

8  
 

9  
9a-12p Food Pantry 

6:30p-7:30p Prayer Team 
Meets 

8p-9p Lambda Drummer (AA) 

 

10  
 

11  
9a-12p Food Pantry 

6:30p-7:30p Serenity by 
the River NA Meeting 

 

12  
Church Office Closed 

6:30p-7:30p Friday 
Family AA Group 

 

13  
Church Office Closed 

6p-7p The Rainbow 
Group of NA 

8p-9p Lambda Drummer 
(AA) 

 

14  
10a-11a 
Traditional 
Worship 

 

15  
 

16  
9a-12p Food Pantry 

9a-3p Lee County Health 
Department 

8p-9p Lambda Drummer (AA) 

 

17  
5p-6p Board of 
Directors Meeting 

 

18  
9a-12p Food Pantry 

6:30p-7:30p Serenity by 
the River NA Meeting 

 

19  
Church Office Closed 

6:30p-7:30p Friday 
Family AA Group 

 

20  
Church Office Closed 

10:30a-12p Trans Life 
Group 

6p-7p The Rainbow 
Group of NA 

8p-9p Lambda Drummer 
(AA) 

 

21  
10a-11a 
Traditional 
Worship 

 

22  
 

23  
9a-12p Food Pantry 

6:30p-7:30p Prayer Team 
Meets 

8p-9p Lambda Drummer (AA) 

 

24  
 

25  
9a-12p Food Pantry 

6:30p-7:30p Serenity by 
the River NA Meeting 

 

26  
Church Office Closed 

6:30p-7:30p Friday 
Family AA Group 

 

27  
Church Office Closed 

6p-7p The Rainbow 
Group of NA 

8p-9p Lambda Drummer 
(AA) 

 

28  
10a-11a 
Traditional 
Worship 

 

29  
 

30  
9a-12p Food Pantry 

8p-9p Lambda Drummer (AA) 

 

31  
 

Notes: 
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 MCC of the Palms moved to a storefront on Mildred Drive, just across from the Edison Mall, probably in 1978.  Judy indicat-

ed that it was a large place, not the cleanest, but members cleaned it up and painted the inside.  Part of that painting job 

was, naturally, a rainbow. The only window in the place was the front window so it was a bit dark and the lighting was not that 

great.  The rainbow was a welcome addition.  Membership was about 20-25 at that point in time.  Marilyn Hare, who has been 

a great help with this article, started attending the church at about that time.  The pastor was Rev. Tom Bigelow, who had 

been called to fill the pulpit.  Just when he was called I was not able to find out, but it must have been sometime in 1978.  

Rev. Tom was still here as late as 1981 or’82.   MCC of the Palms lost its lease on the storefront on Mildred Drive.  Quoting  

Marilyn Hare helps us understand more the situation at the time:   

      In the late 70’s there was a great feeling of Gay oppression.  We were convinced we lost our lease on Mildred 

 Drive because we were Gay—and maybe we did.  It took us a while to gather enough steam to step out and rent 

 another storefront on Dean Street in downtown Fort Myers.  This space had a back room  for storage, carpeted 

 floors, great lighting, and rainbow painted plumbing in the bathroom!  Formerly a rental place for roller skates, it 

 was transformed into a meeting place not  only for worship but also for community events.  We had weekly 

 “Coffee House” where teens  would be welcome.  The very first program on AIDS, then known as HTLV-3, was  p r e -                                         

 sented at our church.    

        The exact time the church moved into the Dean Street location, I am not sure of.  The September, 1985 issue of 

the Support-line indicates that MCC of the Palms “is now beginning its 5th year at that location [1414 Dean Street].”  That 

would mean the church moved to Dean Street in the fall of 1980 and that Rev. Bigelow was the pastor.    

 Rev Bigelow was followed by Rev. Lee Carlton who was also serving as Southwest District Coordinator.  With Rever-

end Carlton as leader, during the 10th Anniversary year (1984), MCC of the Palms, along with MCC of Sarasota co-hosted the 

Southwest District Conference at the Lani Kai Island Resort on Fort Myers Beach.  All 13 Florida MCC’s were represented  

with over 170 people attending.   

 In August of the same year,  MCC of the Palms sponsored the first ever Gay Community Festival and Bazaar.  It was 

to be held on the “back lot of the Jolly Roger.”  Carlton asked for volunteers to help clean up and mow to make it presentable.  

He urged individuals, groups, and businesses to rent space for tables or booths could be built.  Proceeds were to go to the 

building  and general funds.   Unfortunately, the event was rather poorly attended.  The weather was not “terribly coopera-

tive,” though the workers and businesses there were very helpful to each other.  Some folks said they didn’t come because 

the word “Gay” was used; others said they didn’t know about it, although the information was published in the SUPPORT-line, 

in bars, and at MCC.  The comment from the SUPPORT-line was prophetic:  “Sometimes we fail to realize that the closet door 

is locked from the inside.”  The author of the article was undaunted.  “Let’s do it again, Ft Myers, and let’s do it up right!  

How about for Gay Pride Week in June of ‘85? 

The September,1984 issue of the SUPPORT-line had an article entitled “Goodbye, Lee.”  At the congregational meeting held 

on September 4, 1984 Rev. Carlton officially announced his decision to leave MCC of the Palms.  He and his partner were mov-

ing to Perry, Florida, ostensibly so that he could better serve as District Coordinator.  In that same issue was an article that 

helps to explain the “politics” of what was going on and is worthy of quoting excerpts from it.  The question to the editor 

(“Virginia”) was “Is there such a thing as a Gay Christian?”  The answer was yes, of course, and the article goes on to explain 

why in the first paragraph.  The second paragraph then begins to talk about UFMCC and MCC of the Palms.  

      The Universal Fellowship of Metropolitan Community Churches is one of the few Christian denominations  which 

teaches the love of God for all people, regardless of their sexual orientation.  For almost 10 years MCC of the Palms has had 

a church here in Fort Myers.  It has been virtually the only stronghold in this area to show God’s love to the Gay community.   

It has not been without its problems over these past years.  It has suffered persecution at the hands of landlords; it has had 

severe financial problems; poor attendance; divisions because of authority; factions within the congregation; a poor communi-

ty image and just plain out and out misunderstandings of its rightful role and place in the community.  And the biggest accu-

sation was that it was playing  church . 
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    And now it will have to go through the pain of replacing its pastor.  The Rev. Lee J. Carlton and his partner,  Michael Andress, 

have announced their decision to leave this area.  We of  SUPPORT wish them well.  We  also wish the church well.  It will be 

faced with the difficult decision of trying to go on or to close the doors  permanently.  I for one would regret that decision 

to close.  I personally shall be eternally grateful to MCC for bringing me to the Lord.  Yes, Virginia, there are Gay Christians and 

MCC has been a part of bringing people to the Lord.” 

 Interestingly, in that same issue of the SUPPORT-line (Sept. 1984) the grand opening of  an all new café and coffee-

house was announced.  The article was titled Mother’s Place, and Mother, the chef, was cooking a full-course dinner every other 

Friday at 1414 Dean Street.  On the other Friday evenings from 8 pm to midnight, the coffeehouse would be open for folks to 

enjoy the company of friends.  The coffeehouse was called Bar None and menus were published for September and October.  A 

gala Masquerade ball for early November was also announced.  This does not sound like MCC of the Palms was ready to throw in 

the towel. 

 The following month, October, the Annual Congregational Meeting was held.  Serious decisions had to be made.  The 

Sunday service that day was conducted by the Assistant District Clerk, Andrew Christian (who eventually became the next pas-

tor), and the congregational meeting was conducted by Assistant District Treasurer, Jim Lynch (who later became the first pas-

tor at St. John the Apostle MCC).  They elected an interim Board of Directors and a lay worship coordinator.  Meanwhile Bar 

None and Mother, the chef at Bar None were enjoying fantastic success.  Attendance was up and friendships as well.  Good con-

versation, light music, and games (bridge was up and coming) were popular on non-dinner Friday nights. 

 Even without a pastor, worship services continued on a regular basis, Sunday mornings at 11am and evening services at 7 

pm.  The Bar None Coffeehouse, the rap group which met on Wednesdays, as well as The Lambda Drummers and the weekly Bible 

Study group continued to meet.   

 December marked the 10th Anniversary of the Metropolitan Church in Ft. Myers.  It planned a special dinner-theatre 

evening to celebrate the occasion.  It was a buffet dinner to be held at the Spanish Main on Cleveland Avenue and the Royal Palm 

Players were to do a production of Agatha Cristie’s “Ten Little Indians.”   There was also a Christmas Day celebration planned at 

the Jolly Roger.  For 5 years prior to 1984, the church had provided a Christmas dinner for the community.  “Ordinarily, The 

Club (which was now closed) and The Jolly Roger had alternated in providing the venue for the dinner.”  (Dec. 1984 SUPPORT-

line)  The Office Pub also provided a dinner so that people in our community were not alone on Christmas Day. [As an aside, there 

was a newsletter issued by MCC of the Palms called The Palm Leaflet.  None survived unless one of you out there has one or 

more]. 

 Social activities and worship services continued in 1985; in February there was an oriental dinner and a Valentine’s Day 

celebration at Bar None.  The pulpit committee was in place and at the Board of Directors meeting on February 18th, it was an-

nounced that Andrew Christian would be interested in becoming the Worship Coordinator.  He was currently serving as student 

clergy under Rev. Tom Bigelow at MCC of the Palm Beaches.  He was prepared to take on the responsibilities as spiritual and ad-

ministrative leader for the church and to the community of Southwest Florida.  (Support-line, Vol.1 no. 1, March 1985) He was 

approved at the Congregational Meeting in March.  He was not yet licensed as clergy, but planned to apply the following year.  In 

just 2 months after his arrival the May, 1985, article “What’s Happening on Dean Street?” speaks to the excitement felt when 

one walks in the door on Dean Street.  The improvements Christian has made “...show that MCC of the Palms is on the move.”   

             MCC OF THE PALMS — Continued 

 

Authors Note:  I wrote in my article that I did not know how I got started on this track, although I am quite sure 

that curiosity played its part.  This is a starting effort and I would like everyone reading this to know that the arti-

cle is not written as “gospel” and I would invite anyone who has different or additional information to share it.  

Please write, phone, or email your information to channelteam@sjamcc.com  At this point I am thinking there will be 

3 parts to this “tome”.  I hope you like the article as much as I have enjoyed the search. 

    Mary Leigh 
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I had planned to just drive past the for-

lorn building. Something made me pull 

over and stop for a few minutes. I 

stopped, stared, and thought. It might 

have been the sad appearance that made 

me pull over, or perhaps it was only my 

memories. What once had been a lively 

and active place was now in decay, the 

façade sagging, the building abandoned 

and waiting for its ultimate end. I drove 

off; memories of what used to be flying 

through my head. The building had been 

for many years the home of Lodge 2984 

of the Polish National Alliance of Sump-

ter, Michigan. It was now gone, and the 

members, who had built it with their 

hands and their hearts and their pride, 

most gone as well. 

 The meetings of P.N.A. Lodge 2984 

were held on Sunday, once a month. My 

father would drive his beautiful Desotos 

and later his Buicks. My grandmother, 

Anna Blandowski, would sit in the front 

seat, and I would sit in the back. My 

grandfather never went and my mother 

was too busy taking care of babies. 

Grandmother or “Busia”, as we called her 

in Polish, always dressed in her Sunday 

best. She would open her pocketbook 

and take out a small envelope. Carefully 

opening the envelope, she would shake 

out a few pieces of “Sen-Sen”, a spicy, 

strange-tasting breath mint that made 

your mouth burn. When I entered the 

hall, I could smell stale cigarettes, old 

beer, and cleaning solution—to me a 

slightly exotic and intoxicating odor, as 

if something I could know nothing about 

had taken place there. 

 After the meetings, there was usu-

ally a luncheon. It was hard to stay fo-

cused on the meeting when you could 

smell the aromas wafting from the 

kitchen. Maybe that was the plan. No one 

wanted the meeting to go on too long in 

anticipation of the meal that would fol-

low. When the meeting adjourned, every-

one retired to the dining room. Songs 

were sung first: “The Polish National 

Anthem”, which roughly translates to 

“Poland Still Exists While We Still Live” 

and “The Highlander’s Farewell,” a Polish 

folk song that brought tears to many 

eyes as it asked the highlander why he 

was leaving the mountains. The answer, 

for bread! Moreover, it reminded the 

members in the room that they would 

never return to their roots in Poland, 

because they, too, had left in search of 

bread, only this time to the United 

States, in search of a better life for 

themselves and for their families. 

 When I fix Second Sunday Brunch 

at church the memories of luncheons 

past at the old Polish hall in Michigan 

come flooding back, the smell of good 

things baking in the oven, the gentle 

laughter of people enjoying a meal to-

gether. It all becomes new again. I expe-

rience a wonderful feeling of content-

ment. 

 My faith in a power higher than my-

self, who I choose to call God, allows me 

to experience a spiritual renewal on an 

ongoing basis. What a blessing! 

---------- 

 

     The recipe below is for the salad 

served at the April 2013 Second Sunday 

Brunch. When I did a taste test at home 

before serving it at brunch, I added 

some pre-cooked grilled chicken and it 

was fabulous.  

 

 

Spinach and Cantaloupe Salad 

1/2 cup Marie’s Coleslaw dressing 

2 tablespoons frozen orange juice  

concentrate, thawed 

7 cups spinach, washed and dried 

1/2 cantaloupe, cut into 1 inch cubes 

1 1/2 cups seedless red grapes 

1 1/2 cups grape tomatoes 

1/4 red onion, thinly sliced (optional) 

1 1/2 cups grilled chicken (optional) 

3 tablespoons toasted pine nuts 

Combine salad dressing and orange juice 

concentrate and set aside. 

Combine spinach, cantaloupe, grapes, 

tomatoes, onion, and chicken.  

Toss with dressing. Sprinkle pine nuts on 

top.   

Serve immediately.  Serves eight 

---------- 

In love and service, 

Adam 

Food for thought...from the kitchen of Adam Janowski 
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If you have a loved one   

paying for skilled nursing 

home care, depleting their 

savings, ask us for a free 

consultation to evaluate 

whether they could qualify 

for Medicaid, even if they 

exceed the income and or 

asset limits. 

1025 Santa Barbara Blvd 

Suite #9 

Cape Coral, FL 33991 
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Are you enjoying this beautiful Spring here in Lee County Florida?  We’ve had some very pleasant 

sunny, dry days, not too hot, that have allowed for open windows and doors. Our seasonal traffic 

has begun to taper off and life has slowed just a bit in anticipation of a sizzling Southwest Florida 

Summer. 

As our temperatures begin to heat up and the humidity builds, so does our local Real Estate Mar-

ket! Resale home sales are moving quickly and our current available inventory in pocket markets 

is low.  I’ve found the average time on market for single family homes is just 30-60 days.  

The humidity is not the only thing that is beginning to build; new construction housing has become 

available and most importantly, affordable again.  Over the past few months, we have enjoyed a 

solid stabilization in property values and Investors are purchasing lots in anticipation of builder 

and consumer needs. 

Often we’ll hear, “OH, it’s the time to buy! Or, you really need to sell, now…” Our current Real Es-

tate market trends may not necessarily be the way your life is trending. If ever you have a question 

or concern regarding Real Estate in Southwest Florida, please Access Jack. I am your experienced 

resource, in our ever changing marketplace of Condo, Home, and Land values. 

Please Call Jack Lewis at (239)839-5927  

 

Please visit me online anytime at www.accessjack.com  

GRI 
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