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 As we told you last edition, the Capital Campaign Committee had been formed 

to try and come up with a way for the church to pay off the mortgage.  As we said at 

that time, although our property on McGregor Boulevard, the church building and 2 

parking lots, is currently valued at $770,000.00, we still have a remaining mortgage 

balance of approximately $260,000.00.  We have only six years remaining until this 

debt is completely retired.  The approximately $4,400.00 monthly payment is the thing 

that is hurting the church so badly.  

 For a number of months now we have been meeting our mortgage payment by 

using the funds from our investments.  However, we are now at a point where we are 

fast approaching the depletion of those funds.  At this point, if our revenue continues 

with the trend we have seen so far this year, the best estimate indicates that we will 

be in a crisis mode by June 2013, IF we don’t do something, now. 

 The Capital Campaign Committee presented it’s recommendations to the board.  

on October 17, 2012.  The board was receptive to the ideas and recommendations we 

made; even some which required drastic action.  We hope we never have to take those 

steps! 

 Once the board accepted the recommendations, they asked the committee to 

continue with the development process.  We were asked to come up with the plan to 

implement the recommendations outlined in the first part of the several recommenda-

tions.   

 Those first recommendations were to solicit donations from our members, 

friends of the church, and corporate donors.   

 We have been working on that part since the meeting on October 17th, and we 

will be presenting our recommendations to the congregants at the annual Congregants 

meeting on November 18, 2012. 

 We are developing the donation forms, as well as a  way of acknowledging the 

donations of those corporations and individuals who wish to be recognized   We would 

also provide the Corporate donors with some form of an award to thank them for their 

contributions to our church. 

 At this time we ask that all of you continue to pray that our little group of in-

dividuals who serve on this committee can complete their job.  Most importantly, we ask 

you to pray that the Lord will bless our efforts and let us find the ways to keep the 

doors of our church open. 

 Thanks to all of those who have already found it in their hearts and wallets to 

make donations to our efforts in saving our church. 

   Wayne Green 

Capital Campaign Committee 
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Read 2 Timothy 2:14-26 

 Recently I was reading about how easy it is to mishan-

dle the message of the Bible. We may try to make it support 

what we already believe is true instead of allowing it to speak to 

us with God’s intended message. Some people use the Bible to 

defend one side of an issue, while others use the Bible to attack 

that same issue. Both quote Scripture to support their views, 

but both can’t be right.  

 It is important as we use God’s Word that we are com-

mitted to saying no more and no less than the Scriptures actual-

ly say. If we mishandle the Word, we misrepresent it, which 

ultimately misrepresents God’s character. This is why Paul chal-

lenged Timothy, “Be diligent to present yourself approved to 

God, a worker who does not need to be ashamed, rightly dividing 

the Word of truth” (2 Tim. 2:15). A key priority for unashamed, 

approved workers for Christ is to accurately interpret (“rightly 

divide”) God’s Word. As we study, we can depend on the Spirit, 

who inspired it, to give us understanding and wisdom.  

 Through our words and actions, we have opportunity to 

represent God’s Word in ways that genuinely reflect God’s 

heart. That is one of the greatest privileges of the Christian 

life. 

 Jonathan Hollander 

 Deacon St. John the Apostle 

 

Lea: 2 Timoteo 2:14-26 

 Hace poco, leía sobre lo sencillo que es falsear el men-

saje de la Biblia. Quizá tratamos de hacer que respalde lo que ya 

creemos en vez de permitir que nos transmita lo que Dios desea 

decirnos. Algunos la usan para defender un aspecto de un tema, 

mientras que otros hacen lo mismo para oponerse. Ambos citan 

las Escrituras para respaldar sus opiniones, pero los dos no pue-

den tener razón.  

 Cuando utilicemos la Palabra de Dios, debemos compro-

meternos a decir ni más ni menos que lo que expresa. Si la tergi-

versamos, la malinterpretamos; esto, en definitiva, distorsiona el 

carácter de Dios. Por eso, Pablo desafió a Timoteo, diciendo: 

«Procura con diligencia presentarte a Dios aprobado, como obre-

ro que no tiene de qué avergonzarse, que usa bien la palabra de 

verdad» (2 Timoteo 2:15). Es prioritario que los obreros de Cris-

to aprobados y que no se avergüenzan interpreten correctamen-

te («usa bien») la Palabra de Dios. Cuando estudiemos, podemos 

depender del Espíritu, que la inspiró, para que nos dé entendi-

miento y sabiduría.  

 Con palabras y acciones, tenemos oportunidad de repre-

sentar las Escrituras con conductas que reflejen auténticamente 

el corazón de Dios; uno de los mayores privilegios de la vida cris-

tiana. 

 Jonathan Hollander 

  The World Deacon Corner by Jonathan Hollander Deacon 

No More; No Less Ni más ni menos 

Christmas is such a blessed season when we consider the gift of 

the Christ Child and all that His coming means to us. To help us 

celebrate the wonderful gift of His birth we have chosen a 

beautiful musical program for Sunday, December 23rd, the Sun-

day before Christmas. The title is “Worthy of Worship.” It is 

full of beautiful songs including some medleys of your favorite 

Christmas carols that I hope you, the congregation, will join us 

in singing. 

If you enjoy singing please consider coming to rehearsals, learn-

ing the music and singing with us. YOU DON’T HAVE TO READ 

MUSIC!  

IN ADDITION TO REGULAR REHEARSALS, I WILL EVEN 

HAVE CHEATER LISTENING CD’S FOR YOU TO USE AT 

HOME TO SING ALONG WITH AND REINFORCE WHAT WE 

LEARN AT REHEARSALS! We will begin our Wednesday night 

rehearsals on Wednesday, October 31st at 7 p.m. 

 

  Don Gouger 

“Worthy of Worship”  A Christmas Musical 
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 The food pantry continues to be a very busy 

place!!  Over the past several weeks we have been 

swamped with clients in need.   We have actually had 

days when we were left with the shelves bare.   

 Now as we enter the holiday season, with 

Thanksgiving and Christmas just around the corner, we 

need to keep the less fortunate in mind.  Many of them 

will be without food on their table if we do not open our 

hearts and wallets.  

 WE ARE ALWAYS IN NEED OF ALL TYPES OF 

NON-PERISABLE FOOD,   Peanut butter, Jelly,  pasta 

of any type, pasta sauces, canned vegetables, etc., etc. 

 We are also always in need of other products 

such as toilet paper, bath soap, and plastic bags (for use 

in handing out the supplies) 

 Cash donations are also always welcome, as our 

staff goes shopping for the  items we need when we 

don’t get enough donated. 

 PLEASE remember those in need and  help us to 

refill our pantry shelves. 

 As always, “Thank You” very much from all of us 

in Dean’s Pantry for all of your contributions in the 

past.  However, as we enter this holiday season, and get 

ready for a new year,  our needs are greater than they 

have ever been.   

 If you can find it in your heart, and pocket, 

please give us a hand with much needed supplies and/or 

money to purchase them. 

HAPPY HOLIDAYS! 

  Ron Johnson & Staff Members 

 

      

    November 7th marks the fifth year that SJAMCC 

has been a satellite station for the Dr. Ella Piper Center for 

Social Services. We currently have three volunteers, Ron J.; 

Frank T, and Mary Jane S.  

Approximately 16 people are being served by these 

three people. Not all of the seniors are members or friends of 

SJAMCC. The services that we provide are transportation to 

doctors, medical tests, or dentists; taking senior’s grocery 

shopping, or providing respite from their daily living situa-

tions. Respite care is usually the most enjoyable of the activi-

ties because it often means taking the senior out to eat. 

The mission of the Senior Companion Program is two-

fold: 1) to keep a senior in his/her home and to thwart having 

to reside in an assisted living or nursing home and (2) to pro-

vide healthy elderly men and women an opportunity to occupy 

their time and be of help to others. Seniors are not charged 

for our services beyond a transportation fee of $5.00 for a 

round trip. 

Seniors must be 62 years old and in fair to poor 

health to receive services. The volunteers/ Companions must 

be at least 65 and in good health. Some volunteers may qualify 

for a modest stipend for the hours they spend as a companion 

per week as well as $.40 per mile. They must be insured and 

have a good driving record. Drivers must provide medical 

clearance from their physician, and must be fingerprinted by 

the Lee County sheriff's department. 

At SJA, anyone of us could find ourselves in a situa-

tion that overwhelms and threatens our own independence or 

our partner's. Caretakers are often reluctant to ask for help 

feeling that they may lose self respect or their partner may 

lose confidence in their care giving skills. 

If you feel that you would like to volunteer, or that you need 

help, please call Kurt at the church office at 344-1200. He 

will take the information and refer you for an interview with 

intake staff member at Ella Piper Center. 

Volunteer work is very satisfying, but more im-

portantly it allows us an opportunity to practice what Jesus 

asks of us: to be in relationship with each other and to help 

the least of us. This program provides SJA with another way 

to serve our community. 

 

 

Deacon Mary Jane 

                                                                                                  

  

FOOD PANTRY NEWS  SENIOR COMPANIONSHIP PRGM. 
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October 29, 1936 — October 22, 2012 

 

 Pat was one of the few native Floridians I 
have known.  She was born in Fort Myers, edu-
cated here, made her adult life here, and passed 
from life on earth here.  Her friends and her 
partner in life, Susie Robinson,  share the void 
that has come with her absence.  As Susie said, 
“Although I know she is in a better place, I miss 
her terribly.”   May God be with you, Susie, in 
these days of grief and loneliness. 

 Pat was known by the folks around her to 
be a kind, but strong woman.  She was a woman 
of faith.  She was someone who couldn’t just 
“sit” and do nothing.  Susie said that after Pat 
retired, after about a week she would have the 
newspaper’s “help wanted” ads spread out on the 
kitchen table, looking for something to do. 

 She was a worker.  While she was in high 
school, Pat worked in Pine Island shucking scal-
lops.  Later, while still in high school she was  
able to go to Connecticut with a group during the 

summer to work there in tobacco.  On weekends, 
the girls would go to places like New York.  As 
you can imagine, that gave her a very different 
kind of education from her native Florida. 

 In her adult life, Pat worked for 32 years 
with the same company, the Moseley Title and 
Abstract Company.  She worked her way up to 
company assistant before retiring.  But Pat was 
not through with the working world.  She went 
to work for the Lee County Tax Collector’s Of-
fice and remained there for 10 years.   

 Not many of us know this, but Pat was a 
member of the Pioneer Club of Lee County.  To 
be a member, one had to be a resident of Lee 
County for 50 years.  She was an active member, 
helping out with all their activities during most 
of her adult life.   

 Susie was a huge part of Pat’s life.  As life 
partners, they were together for 47 years.  
They were introduced by mutual friends in Pom-
pano Beach.  Pat told her later that the first 
time she saw Susie, she knew she was the one.  
They were friends for many years, friends until 
the end.   

 Can’t you just picture Pat up there in 
heaven, sitting on the bank fishing with her cane 
pole?  Since she loved fishing so much, it is a 
good way to remember her. 

 Susie appreciates the work and the mis-
sion of the Hospice House .   She also asks that 
if you wish, you may send memorial contributions 
to Saint John the Apostle Metropolitan Church, 
3049 McGregor Blvd., Fort Myers, FL33901 

 

Mary Leigh 

 

 

  

IN MEMORY OF 

Patricia “Pat” Ann Nipper 
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OFFICE HOURS 

Monday  through Thursday 

10 am –  2 pm 

 CHURCH DIRECTORY 

SENIOR PASTOR 

Rev. Steve Filizzi        pastor@sjamcc.com 

Congregational Administrator 

Kurt Hood                   admin@sjamcc.com

       

CHOIR DIRECTOR / ORGANIST 

 

      music@sjamcc.com 

BOARD MEMBERS 

Dana Drew             Bruce Mericle 

Nancy Kilmartin                Charles Millard
  

Jack Lewis            Eloise Pennington 

 board@sjamcc.com

                                

DEACONS 

Tony Cerullo           Tim Meyers 

Glenda Enterline              Wanda Neubert 

Jonathan Hollander          Mary Jane Soller

                                                 

  deaconate@sjamcc.com 

LAY DELEGATES     

Glenda Enterline       Bob Schneider  

  delegate@sjamcc.com 

 

TREASURER                                     

Dale Gnatek            treasurer@sjamcc.com 

Bob Schneider, Assistant to the Treasurer  

                                                                                  

CHURCH OFFICE 

(239) 344-0012     

Fax: (239) 344-0445 

 

www.sjamcc.com 

3049 McGregor Blvd., Ft. Myers, FL  33901

  

    Pastor’s Pen 
 

 

 

(I wrote this back in 2006. I think it still applies today.)  

 Thanksgiving is my favorite holiday. 

This is not because of its historical back-

ground and not because of the large 

amount of food consumed. It is not be-

cause Thanksgiving is a uniquely Christian 

holiday. There are several reasons why 

Thanksgiving is a special time for me.  

 First, Thanksgiving has escaped 

commercialization.  It doesn’t get much hype, and we don’t have to 

buy presents or put up a tree.   

 Second, Thanksgiving in its name and meaning isn’t an exclu-

sively Christian holiday. This means that we as Christians don’t 

spend a lot of time trying to reclaim some vague “true meaning of 

Thanksgiving.” We aren’t arguing with others or ourselves really 

about what Thanksgiving really means or doesn’t mean.  Thanksgiv-

ing is a good kind of civic holiday in our diverse country.  While I 

may be giving thanks to God and to our Lord Jesus Christ, my 

neighbor may be giving thanks to Allah, and another neighbor may 

be an atheist and simply trying to have a sense of appreciation for 

good things.  Well, it doesn’t much matter on this day.  Indeed, the 

idea of thankfulness as a virtue is pretty much universally agreed 

upon, if not universally practiced.  

 Third, I really do like turkey.  

 Finally, Thanksgiving reminds me of a way of life that I am 

to live all year long. Thanksgiving gives me a chance to think again 

about what my relationship to God and to others is to look like.  It 

gives me a chance to see if I have made any progress since last 

year. Although Thanksgiving as a holiday isn’t just for Christians, 

thanksgiving as a way of life is necessary for Christians. 

 

 Thank you, God, for Thanksgiving.  

 

    Pastor Steve 

Thanks for Thanksgiving 

mailto:worshipteam@sjamcc.com
mailto:admin@sjamcc.com
mailto:board@sjamcc.com
mailto:worshipteam@sjamcc.com
mailto:delegate@sjamcc.com
http://www.sjamcc.com/
http://www.sjamcc.com/
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 BOARD  

 The meeting of the board of Saint 

John the Apostle, met on October 17th at its 

regularly scheduled time of 5:00 in the af-

ternoon.  It commenced with the approval of 

the Agenda and the consent Agenda except 

for the use of the church on certain days 

for an estate sale and the removal of the 

minutes from the agenda temporarily to check certain 

items.   

 The Pastor’s report reported that the deacons 

have begun the process of developing a manual which will 

describe the job description for a Deacon and the training 

of future Deacons.  In addition Jan Phillips , an author, art-

ist and activist, who is a former nun and an out lesbian 

whose work is helping people grow in their spiritual life. She 

will be giving a concert at the UU church on Friday January 

25.  She will be doing a workshop here at the church on 

Sunday January 27th.  The topic will be “The Great Coming 

Out; Stepping into Our Roles as Prophets and Mystics.”  In 

addition an eight- week study of Christianity Family Tree.  

More information will be forthcoming.  

 The Facilities and Management report by Bruce 

Mericle notes that five fluorescent light ballasts were in-

stalled the newly contracted pest control company treated 

both the interior and exterior of the building,  set out bait 

traps for rodents and completed other routine tasks.  

 Jack Lewis who heads the Facilities Development 

committee, reports that several projects have been placed 

on hold due to budgetary concerns and mentions the availa-

bility of the room opposite the Pastor’s office and the room 

next to the Chapel will remain available for future use until 

funds become available for other options.   Jack would like 

to recognize Lee Moss & Doug Jones for the donation of 

their time and talent in measuring and creating several sets 

of drafts for various building and room modifications that 

will be implemented when the funds become available. 

 The Stewardship Report by Dana Drew writes that 

the crew met on October 8th.  The fall yard sale scheduled 

for November 10th will include a bake sale along with Bar-B-

Q sandwiches and hot dogs; perhaps a dinner around Valen-

tine’s Day and they plan to check with the 25th Anniversary 

Committee to be certain that there will be no conflict with  

HIGHLIGHTS    

their activities.  The committee reviewed the 2013 pledge 

campaign and focused on “Sharing God’s Gifts” with a listing 

of all the ministries that the church offers and the gifts 

God gives us in having this church building in which to meet 

and share in those ministries. 

 The Treasurer’s Report was accepted as submitted. 

 There were four different budgets proposed.  Each 

offered different options for balancing the budget.  They 

ranged from drastic cuts, such as laying off the staff at 

church, to keeping the current budget items as is.  The 

budget the board decided to recommend to the congre-

gants, at the Congregational Meeting on November 18th, is 

the budget that retains current levels of spending.  Howev-

er, the Treasurer will present a full disclosure of the budg-

et’s potential shortfalls during this meeting. 

 In the strategic 3 W’s Responsibilities there was 

an  update on the outcome of Friendship Sunday,  The Capi-

tal Campaign, a review of letters sent to non- attending 

members, board recruitment, Pride participation, the 25th 

anniversary committee meeting, Kurt’s Facebook session and 

the Pastor’s review. 

 There was a lengthy review of the Capital Campaign 

Committee by Wayne Green.  The objective of the commit-

tee was to prepare a recommendation to the board on ways 

to pay off the mortgage. A Listing of ways to implement the 

campaign were (1) Corporate sponsors, (2) Church Support-

ers, (3) Asset Disposal, (4) Special Offerings/Pledge (5) 

Withholding Tithes (6) Reduce expenses for the 25th Anni-

versary celebration (7) Sell the church.  There is no one way 

or quick solution.  There followed a discussion of the many 

ways to solve the elimination of the mortgage. 

 In Old Business the board approved the use of the 

building for an estate sale on January 11 and 12.  The cost 

of church- use will be a Love Offering to the church.   

 The board adjourned at 7:20 with prayer.  The 

board will meet again on December 5, 2012. This will be the 

final meeting of the 2012 board. The new board will meet on 

January 16, 2013  

  Charlie Millard 

 

 e
s

October Board Meeting 
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Food for Thought…From the kitchen of Adam Janowski 

A few weeks 

ago I had the 

great good 

fortune to 

attend the 

wedding of 

my niece up 

in Michigan. I 

hadn’t seen 

her or her 

brother in 

almost fif-

teen years, but that’s another story. I 

was honored to be asked by the bride 

to give the blessing before dinner at 

the reception. I immediately Goggled 

“Wedding Reception Prayer” and nothing 

seemed to fit until I found one that 

would sort of work, but it just didn’t 

seem to be personal enough. That was 

when I thought of Father Steve’s ex-

planation of the word “companionship”. 

He explained at Communion one Sunday 

that companion comes from Latin com- 

"with" + panis "bread". We were com-

panions with God because we shared 

bread together. That was the light bulb 

moment for me. Here is how my prayer 

went: 

Dear God, 

We gather here now to cele-

brate the love and commitment 

of Jennifer and Garan as they 

share their first meal together 

as husband and wife. 

We thank you for giving Your 

Holy blessing today upon their 

marriage, and ask that you con-

tinue to bless them with your 

love and mercy throughout 

their lives together. One of 

the reasons for marriage is to 

find a companion to go through 

life with. Some of you might 

not know that the Latin roots 

of companion are “com” and 

“panis” or “with bread” to 

break bread or to eat togeth-

er. A companion is someone you 

eat with. 

Let this be the first of many 

loving meals eaten together by 

Jennifer and Garan in the com-

pany of their family and 

friends, and blessed by your 

amazing grace. 

And with Jennifer and Garan, 

as we are their family, friends, 

and loved ones gathered here 

in your presence, we ask for 

Your Holy blessing upon this 

meal as we say: 

Bless us, oh Lord, and these 

Thy gifts, which we are about 

to receive from Thy bounty; 

through Christ our Lord, Amen. 

 I like to think that God is my 

companion today, both inside and out-

side of my kitchen.   

 I was asked to share my recipe 

for the Strata (by the way, Strata also 

comes from Latin “to spread”) that was 

served on Friendship Sunday. Here is 

the basic recipe. 

Adam’s Strata Recipe 

16 slices of white bread, cubed 

1 1/2  one pound packages bulk pork 

sausage, cooked and crumbled or 4 cups 

coarsely chopped baked ham 

2 cups of Cheddar/Monterey Jack   

cheese 

6 eggs beaten 

1 tablespoon Dijon mustard 

3 cups half and half 

2 cups cornflakes crushed 

1/4 cup melted butter 

 Spray a lasagna pan with cook-

ing spray (I use a 9x13 extra deep tin-

foil pan). Combine bread, sausage or 

ham, and cheese. Put in casserole pan. 

Whisk together eggs, mustard, and milk. 

Pour over bread mixture. Cover with tin 

foil and refrigerate overnight. 

 Bake covered for 50 minutes at 

325 degrees. Combine crushed corn-

flakes and melted butter. Remove tin-

foil. Sprinkle cornflakes over strata. 

Bake for an additional 10-15 minutes or 

until lightly brown and crispy on top. 

The Strata will keep warm in the oven 

for another half hour.  

 You can jazz this up by adding 

any combination of sautéed onions, red 

peppers, spinach, or sun-dried toma-

toes. You can also substitute mild Ital-

ian sausage for the breakfast pork sau-

sage and serve this for lunch or dinner. 

 Speaking of companions, we 

could use a few in the kitchen to help 

with Second Sunday Brunch. As season 

comes upon us, we will need some extra 

help with the prep work—I’m a food 

hobbyist, not a professional, and my 

refrigerator is standard size, not a walk

-in, so we could use some help with 

prepping both main and side dishes.  Set 

up and clean up volunteers are also al-

ways welcome. In fact, I have always 

wanted my own, personal “kitchen boy” 

so if you think you fit that bill, let me 

know! ;-) 

 Also, if you are interested in 

knowing more of my story and my reci-

pes, check out my blog, “From My Fami-

ly’s Polish Kitchen” at: http://

apolishkitchen.blogspot.com/ 

In love and service, Adam. 

http://apolishkitchen.blogspot.com/
http://apolishkitchen.blogspot.com/
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~ December 2012 ~ 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1  
Church Office Closed 

6p-7p The Rainbow Group 
of NA 

8p-9p Lambda Drummer 
(AA) 

 

2  
10a-11a Traditional Worship 

 

3  
9a-1p Ceramics with Marc 
Call Church for Details 

 

4  
9a-12p Food Pantry 

9a-3p Lee County Health 
Department 

8p-9p Lambda Drummer 
(AA) 

 

5  
9a-1p Ceramics with Marc 
Call Church for Details 

7p-9p Choir Rehearsal 

 

6  
9a-12p Food Pantry 

6:30p-8:15p Serenity by the 
River NA Meeting 

 

7  
Church Office Closed 

9a-1p Ceramics with Marc 
Call Church for Details 

8p-9p Friday Family AA 
Group 

 

8  
Church Office Closed 

5p-8p Tri Ess Gamma 
Kappa Gamma 

6p-7p The Rainbow Group 
of NA 

8p-9p Lambda Drummer 
(AA) 

 

9  
10a-11a Traditional Worship 

 

10  
9a-1p Ceramics with Marc 
Call Church for Details 

 

11  
9a-12p Food Pantry 

8p-9p Lambda Drummer 
(AA) 

 

12  
9a-1p Ceramics with Marc 
Call Church for Details 

7p-9p Choir Rehearsal 

 

13  
9a-12p Food Pantry 

6:30p-8:15p Serenity by the 
River NA Meeting 

 

14  
Church Office Closed 

9a-1p Ceramics with Marc 
Call Church for Details 

8p-9p Friday Family AA 
Group 

 

15  
Church Office Closed 

10:30a-12p Trans Life 
Group 

6p-7p The Rainbow Group 
of NA 

8p-9p Lambda Drummer 
(AA) 

 

16  
10a-11a Traditional Worship 

 

17  
9a-1p Ceramics with Marc 
Call Church for Details 

 

18  
9a-12p Food Pantry 

9a-3p Lee County Health 
Department 

8p-9p Lambda Drummer 
(AA) 

 

19  
9a-1p Ceramics with Marc 
Call Church for Details 

5p-6p Board of Directors 
Meeting 

7p-9p Choir Rehearsal 

 

20  
9a-12p Food Pantry 

6:30p-8:15p Serenity by the 
River NA Meeting 

 

21  
Church Office Closed 

9a-1p Ceramics with Marc 
Call Church for Details 

8p-9p Friday Family AA 
Group 

 

22  
Church Office Closed 

6p-7p The Rainbow Group 
of NA 

8p-9p Lambda Drummer 
(AA) 

 

23  
10a-11a Worthy of Worship 
Service 

 

24  
Church Office Closed 

8p-9:30p Christmas Eve 
Service 

 

25 Christmas 
Church Office Closed 

No Christmas Day Service 

 

26  
9a-1p Ceramics with Marc 
Call Church for Details 

7p-9p Choir Rehearsal 

 

27  
9a-12p Food Pantry 

6:30p-8:15p Serenity by the 
River NA Meeting 

 

28  
Church Office Closed 

9a-1p Ceramics with Marc 
Call Church for Details 

8p-9p Friday Family AA 
Group 

 

29  
Church Office Closed 

6p-7p The Rainbow Group 
of NA 

8p-9p Lambda Drummer 
(AA) 

 

30  
10a-11a Traditional Worship 

 

31  
9a-1p Ceramics with Marc 
Call Church for Details 

 

Notes: 
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~ December 2012 ~ 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1  
Church Office Closed 

6p-7p The Rainbow Group 
of NA 

8p-9p Lambda Drummer 
(AA) 

 

2  
10a-11a Traditional Worship 

 

3  
9a-1p Ceramics with Marc 
Call Church for Details 

 

4  
9a-12p Food Pantry 

9a-3p Lee County Health 
Department 

8p-9p Lambda Drummer 
(AA) 

 

5  
9a-1p Ceramics with Marc 
Call Church for Details 

7p-9p Choir Rehearsal 

 

6  
9a-12p Food Pantry 

6:30p-8:15p Serenity by the 
River NA Meeting 

 

7  
Church Office Closed 

9a-1p Ceramics with Marc 
Call Church for Details 

8p-9p Friday Family AA 
Group 

 

8  
Church Office Closed 

5p-8p Tri Ess Gamma 
Kappa Gamma 

6p-7p The Rainbow Group 
of NA 

8p-9p Lambda Drummer 
(AA) 

 

9  
10a-11a Traditional Worship 

 

10  
9a-1p Ceramics with Marc 
Call Church for Details 

 

11  
9a-12p Food Pantry 

8p-9p Lambda Drummer 
(AA) 

 

12  
9a-1p Ceramics with Marc 
Call Church for Details 

7p-9p Choir Rehearsal 

 

13  
9a-12p Food Pantry 

6:30p-8:15p Serenity by the 
River NA Meeting 

 

14  
Church Office Closed 

9a-1p Ceramics with Marc 
Call Church for Details 

8p-9p Friday Family AA 
Group 

 

15  
Church Office Closed 

10:30a-12p Trans Life 
Group 

6p-7p The Rainbow Group 
of NA 

8p-9p Lambda Drummer 
(AA) 

 

16  
10a-11a Traditional Worship 

 

17  
9a-1p Ceramics with Marc 
Call Church for Details 

 

18  
9a-12p Food Pantry 

9a-3p Lee County Health 
Department 

8p-9p Lambda Drummer 
(AA) 

 

19  
9a-1p Ceramics with Marc 
Call Church for Details 

5p-6p Board of Directors 
Meeting 

7p-9p Choir Rehearsal 

 

20  
9a-12p Food Pantry 

6:30p-8:15p Serenity by the 
River NA Meeting 

 

21  
Church Office Closed 

9a-1p Ceramics with Marc 
Call Church for Details 

8p-9p Friday Family AA 
Group 

 

22  
Church Office Closed 

6p-7p The Rainbow Group 
of NA 

8p-9p Lambda Drummer 
(AA) 

 

23  
10a-11a Worthy of Worship 
Service 

 

24  
Church Office Closed 

8p-9:30p Christmas Eve 
Service 

 

25 Christmas 
Church Office Closed 

No Christmas Day Service 

 

26  
9a-1p Ceramics with Marc 
Call Church for Details 

7p-9p Choir Rehearsal 

 

27  
9a-12p Food Pantry 

6:30p-8:15p Serenity by the 
River NA Meeting 

 

28  
Church Office Closed 

9a-1p Ceramics with Marc 
Call Church for Details 

8p-9p Friday Family AA 
Group 

 

29  
Church Office Closed 

6p-7p The Rainbow Group 
of NA 

8p-9p Lambda Drummer 
(AA) 

 

30  
10a-11a Traditional Worship 

 

31  
9a-1p Ceramics with Marc 
Call Church for Details 

 

Notes: 

 

 
 

 January 2013 ~ 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 New Year's Day 
9a-12p Food Pantry 

9a-3p Lee County Health 
Department 

8p-9p Lambda Drummer (AA) 

 

2  
9a-1p Ceramics with Marc Call 
Church for Details 

7p-9p Choir Rehearsal 

 

3  
9a-12p Food Pantry 

6:30p-8:15p Serenity by the 
River NA Meeting 

 

4  
Church Office Closed 

9a-1p Ceramics with Marc Call 
Church for Details 

8p-9p Friday Family AA Group 

 

5  
Church Office Closed 

6p-7p The Rainbow Group of 
NA 

8p-9p Lambda Drummer (AA) 

 

6  
10a-11a Shawn Thomas In 
Concert 

 

7  
9a-1p Ceramics with Marc Call 
Church for Details 

 

8  
9a-12p Food Pantry 

8p-9p Lambda Drummer (AA) 

 

9  
9a-1p Ceramics with Marc Call 
Church for Details 

7p-9p Choir Rehearsal 

 

10  
9a-12p Food Pantry 

6:30p-8:15p Serenity by the 
River NA Meeting 

 

11  
Church Office Closed 

9a-1p Ceramics with Marc Call 
Church for Details 

8p-9p Friday Family AA Group 

 

12  
Church Office Closed 

5p-8p Tri Ess Gamma Kappa 
Gamma 

6p-7p The Rainbow Group of 
NA 

8p-9p Lambda Drummer (AA) 

 

13  
10a-11a Traditional Worship 

 

14  
9a-1p Ceramics with Marc Call 
Church for Details 

 

15  
9a-12p Food Pantry 

9a-3p Lee County Health 
Department 

8p-9p Lambda Drummer (AA) 

 

16  
9a-1p Ceramics with Marc Call 
Church for Details 

5p-6p Board of Directors 
Meeting 

7p-9p Choir Rehearsal 

 

17  
9a-12p Food Pantry 

6:30p-8:15p Serenity by the 
River NA Meeting 

 

18  
Church Office Closed 

9a-1p Ceramics with Marc Call 
Church for Details 

8p-9p Friday Family AA Group 

 

19  
Church Office Closed 

10:30a-12p Trans Life Group 

6p-7p The Rainbow Group of 
NA 

8p-9p Lambda Drummer (AA) 

 

20 Inauguration Day 
10a-11a Traditional Worship 

 

21 Martin Luther King 
9a-1p Ceramics with Marc Call 
Church for Details 

 

22  
9a-12p Food Pantry 

8p-9p Lambda Drummer (AA) 

 

23  
9a-1p Ceramics with Marc Call 
Church for Details 

7p-9p Choir Rehearsal 

 

24  
9a-12p Food Pantry 

6:30p-8:15p Serenity by the 
River NA Meeting 

 

25  
Church Office Closed 

9a-1p Ceramics with Marc Call 
Church for Details 

8p-9p Friday Family AA Group 

 

26  
Church Office Closed 

6p-7p The Rainbow Group of 
NA 

8p-9p Lambda Drummer (AA) 

 

27  
10a-11a Traditional Worship 

 

28  
9a-1p Ceramics with Marc Call 
Church for Details 

 

29  
9a-12p Food Pantry 

8p-9p Lambda Drummer (AA) 

 

30  
9a-1p Ceramics with Marc Call 
Church for Details 

7p-9p Choir Rehearsal 

 

31  
9a-12p Food Pantry 

6:30p-8:15p Serenity by the 
River NA Meeting 

 

Notes: 



The Channel, St. John the Apostle MCC 

 

Page  10 

The Stewardship Crew Working With You 

 The Stewardship Crew works together with the 

congregation and the Board of Directors to promote 

and encourage everything that is beneficial for the 

church.  If the church is our treasure, then we are its 

bounty--we are committed to helping the church to 

prosper and grow.  As a Crew, we promote and encour-

age fundraising, and do the necessary planning to make 

the events happen.  We are the facilitators. We work 

with others in the church on projects and events and 

participate in those activities ourselves to raise money 

and make our church better for everyone.  When we 

help the church to meet the needs of others and to 

care for them, we give of ourselves and we benefit 

along with the community that we serve. This is the 

theme for our current “Giving Is Receiving” Steward-

ship Pledge Campaign.  It’s about giving and caring for 

others. 

 

 At a recent meeting of the Stewardship Crew, 

we made a list of some of the many different minis-

tries within the church.  We thank all of you for all 

that you give and all that you do for others, and we are 

confident that you benefit yourself as part of a larger 

community.  Because of you, there are ministries that 

benefit the members and friends of the church, minis-

tries that benefit the local community (including Dean’s 

food pantry and the HIV testing to name just two), and 

ministries that benefit people around the world 

through the Universal Fellowship of Metropolitan Com-

munity Churches.  We are a giving congregation. 

   

 Recently, the Stewardship Crew has been dis-

cussing some of the important things going on in the 

church, and we are giving our support to the various 

fundraisers and projects that people are working on.  

We are working with them and actively participating in 

them when we can.  The 25th Anniversary Committee is 

working on a number of fundraisers for the celebra-

tion; the Capital Campaign is working on raising funds 

to pay on the mortgage; the budget committee is work-

ing to fund the budget and the Yard Sale co-chairs and 

volunteers are working on that important fundraiser.  

We are trying to coordinate our efforts on all these 

projects before we begin any more new fundraisers, 

but we will definitely need to have more later. We have 

been helping with the 2nd Sunday brunches where eve-

ryone can enjoy the wonderful food and fellowship and 

make them a success. We have recently written thank 

you acknowledgements for the 3rd quarter giving to the 

Stewardship Pledge Campaign and sent them out by 

email.  This is in place of the quarterly statements 

that we used to send by mail.  And we are beginning 

work on our new 2013 Stewardship Pledge Campaign 

which will begin in just a few months.  This takes a 

good deal of advanced planning, and results in the larg-

est source of income for the church, so it’s a very im-

portant program for funding the budget.  We will have 

much more to share with you before the start of our 

new Campaign in February.   

 

 This article is written to provide information 

on what the Stewardship Crew is doing and to help the 

Congregational Administrator in case there are ques-

tions from members and friends of the church.  You 

can share of your time and talents by joining us and 

making a commitment to help the Stewardship Crew 

with our projects, especially those involving fundrais-

ing. Please contact Kurt Hood, Congregational Adminis-

trator, in the Church office if you would like to help. 

We have been meeting on the first Monday of every 

month at 5:30, but we sometimes meet more often 

when we have extra work and planning to do. 

 

  Jim Sieffert 

     

       What a great day we had on Saturday, November 

10th.  Our semi-annual Yard Sale was a huge success.  

We took in over $4,250.  The credit goes to all of the 

many volunteers who worked tireless over the previous 

two weeks receiving donations, pricing them for sale, 

and moving them out to the sales area.  Then on Satur-

day you staffed the Cashier’s stations, kept the sales 

area organized and then helped to clean up afterwards.  

The bake sale and food service booth were also a suc-

cess.  Thanks to all who contributed the many items to 

be sold and thanks to everyone who baked goods. We 

could not have done it without everyone pitching in.  

Thanks to everyone from the co-chairs,  

            Bruce  & David. 

THANK YOU  THANK YOU  THANK YOU  THANK YOU  
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 How many of you know The Channel is now available 

on-line?  It is now found on our church website:  

www.SJAMCC.COM. 

 One of the things to come out of our Capital Cam-

paign meetings was this idea.  The cost savings is not related 

to the main task, but it is a  savings to the church’s bottom 

line. 

 If you would be willing to discontinue getting a mailed 

copy of The Channel, and get your electronic copy from the 

website, please let us know.  Just send an email to Ad-

min@sjamcc.com and let us know you wish to be removed from 

the mailing list. 

 You can go to the website, and select “NEWS” from 

the heading.  You will find The Channel listed and when you 

open the page, you can view, download, save, or print any issue 

you wish. 

  Wayne Green  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 Please join us on Thanksgiving day, Thursday, Novem-

ber 22, at 11 A.M. for our annual Thanksgiving Service.  It will 

be followed by a Pot Luck dinner.  Pastor Steve will cook the 

turkey, as he always does.  All you need to do is bring the fix-

ings. 

  

 

 

 

 

RAFFLE FOR 1/4 CARAT BLUE GREEN DIAMOND STUD 

 As you are aware, members of the anniversary com-

mittee are selling raffle tickets for a ¼ carat blue-green dia-

mond stud. This was generously donated by one of our newest 

attendees, Michael Martin. Mike recently moved to our area 

from Maine where he had his own jewelry business for thirty 

years. He does jewelry repair and watch batteries and parts 

from his home for the time being. Opening a new shop soon? 

If you need repairs to any of your jewelry or watches, give 

Mike a call at 1.207.629.7776. 

 

 

 

FILL A BUCKET FILL A JAR 

Fill a bucket, fill a jar, 

Show us how unique you are! 

Be creative, here’s your chance, 

To win 2 tix to the Dinner/Dance! 

 The ever-popular, Fill ’er Up Fundraiser is back!  We 

had so much fun with it during our preparation for our 20th 

Anniversary, that the committee wanted to do it again.  A 

creative container filled with your loose change or folding 

money is all that is needed to enter.  The last time, we saw a 

fountain flowing with change, a birds nest with eggs filled 

with changed and a lovely & tasteful cross-stitched box filled 

to the brim with change & folding money, just to name a few! 

 The concept is easy. Fill a “creative container” with 

loose (or rolled) change and/or folding money and enter it in 

the contest.  The winner will be judged on creativity, not on 

the amount of the donated money contained in the vessel.  

Bring your entry to church on Sunday, 12/09/2012, to display 

with all the others.  The lucky, “creative” winner will be an-

nounced on Sunday, 12/16/2012, and will receive 2 tickets to 

our 25th Anniversary Celebration Dinner/Dance to be held 

Saturday, March 02, 2013, at the Holiday Inn Crowne Plaza 

near the Bell Tower Shops. 

 

The Channel Is On-Line 25th ANNIVERSARY COMMITTEE ACTIVITIES 

THANKSGIVING DAY SERVICE & POT LUCK 
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WE ENCOURGE YOU 

 

TO SUPPORT OUR  

 

ADVERTISERS!  

Every Mon., Wed. & Fri. 

Call Marc at: 634-8599 

If you have a loved one   

paying for skilled nursing 

home care, depleting their 

savings, ask us for a free 

consultation to evaluate 

whether they could qualify 

for Medicaid, even if they 

exceed the income and or 

asset limits. 

1025 Santa Barbara Blvd 

Suite #9 

Cape Coral, FL 33991 
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TAN Tamiami Area Nudists 

-a group for gay males  

enjoying naturism in SW Florida 

 

Fort Myers/Naples ~ Phone: (239) 691-6058 

  

Your 

Business card 

Could be 

Here 
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Please Access Jack         

 to  HELP you Buy or Sell  
 

Real Estate in   

December 2012 and January 
2013 

 

I regularly Contribute  

 to SJAMCC! 

Please Call or Email   

Jack Lewis 

@ccess Real Estate 

(239) 839—5927 

When someone chooses to Buy or Sell Real Estate they 

look for a Real Estate Professional that they are able to 

trust with helping them to make the right decision re-

garding the property of their choosing, but also with the 

knowledge that their decisions will be held in confidence. 

Although the purchase or sale of Real Estate is a very 

visible transaction in our age of internet disclosure of 

public records, one’s personal finances are just that, per-

sonal. The purchase or sale of Real Property is often the 

biggest financial decision a person can make in their life-

time. I take that trust very seriously and am blessed to 

be a valued consultant to the hundreds of people that I 

have helped to buy and sell Real Estate in SW Florida 

over these past eight years.  

Before you make a decision regarding Real Estate in your 

life, please call me and let me help you make an informed 

decision. I listen to what my customers say and provide 

them with the help they need to make the purchase or 

sale they would like to make. A decision that best suits 

the Client’s needs, not the decision that will best suit my 

paycheck. The referrals that I have been blessed to re-

ceive over the years from satisfied clients far outweigh 

the jingle of a quick buck and a dissatisfied client. I truly 

appreciate the confidence that the friends and family of 

St John the Apostle have placed in me. I would like to 

wish everyone a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year. 

Jack  
$400.00
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NON PROFIT ORG. 

U.S. POSTAGE PAID 

FORT MYERS, FL 

PERMIT #048 

THE CHANNEL AD RATES 

Prepaid Annual Rates 

Business Cards $125  

1/4 Page  $190 

1/2 Page  $375 

Full Page  $500 

Prepaid Semi Annual (3 issues) Rates 

Business Cards $70 

1/4 Page  $100 

1/2 Page  $200 

Full Page  $280 

Prepaid Per Issue Rates 

Business Cards $25 

1/4 Page  $40 

1/2  Page  $75 

Full Page $100                                                
                                                                 

                                                                                                                                                                                                        

TO PLACE YOUR AD, PLEASE CALL 344-0012 

 

750 COPIES OF THE CHANNEL ARE  

PRINTED AND DISTRIBUTED… 

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS !! 

TO BECOME ONE, CALL 344-0012 

Saint John the Apostle  
Metropolitan Community Church 
3049 McGregor Boulevard 
Ft. Myers, FL 33901 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 


