
 

The Channel, St. John the Apostle MCC Page   

 

  

 

THE   

CHANNEL 
Volume 24: 5 –Oct—November 2012  

3049 McGregor Boulevard,                                   

Fort Myers, Florida 33901                                    

Tel: (239) 344-0012                                  

Fax: (239) 344-0445                            

 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE 

Capital Campaign       1  

Deacon’s Corner     2              

“The Joyful Noise Makers   2 

Food Pantry News    3 

Note from Sue Seitz………                 4 

Church Directory  5 

Pastors Pen  5 

Board Highlights  6 

Capital Campaign Cont.  7 

The Channel is On-Line  7 

Transgender workshop                   10 

Trans Life Group                            10 

Friendship Sunday                          12 

SJAMCC 25th Ann...                       12 

Calendars                              enclosed

  

The CHANNEL is a newsletter publi-
cation of Saint John the Apostle 
MCC. Any publication or inclusion of 
any names, organizations or business-
es do not reflect the religious or sex-
ual orientation or lifestyle of such 
individuals or groups.  Any opinions 
expressed herein are those of the 
writers and do not necessarily repre-
sent the opinion of Saint John the 
Apostle MCC.  Likewise, inclusion of 
advertising from any sponsor does not 
constitute such endorsement by The 
CHANNEL or Saint John the Apostle 
MCC.  Articles printed in The CHAN-
NEL may be reprinted by any UFMCC 
church. 

 Let’s take a moment to review some of the information that was shared with all 

of us who attended the August 5th Church Planning Forum, specifically, the Capital Cam-

paign presentation made by our Treasurer. 

 Although our property on McGregor Boulevard, the church building and 2 park-

ing lots, is currently valued at $770,000.00, we still have a remaining mortgage balance 

of approximately $260,000.00.  We have only six years remaining until this debt is com-

pletely retired.  At that point, the funds being used to meet the current monthly obli-

gation of approximately $4,400.00 will be available for additional programs and other 

important uses, such as building maintenance, which unfortunately has never been ad-

dressed on a continuing basis. 

 The issue we face is the next six years of monthly payments.   

 We have now reached a point where, due to a number of factors, including the 

weak economy and the decline in attendance for various reasons, such as members mov-

ing, deaths, individuals attending other churches, etc., our cash flow has suffered a 

tremendous blow. 

 To assist in retiring the building debt, which is the single largest monthly ex-

pense we have, a Capital Campaign Committee has been formed, to develop ways to fund 

the mortgage obligation in order to relieve the resulting shortfalls. I am the chairper-

son of that committee, and working with the other members (Bob Bodycomb, Bob 

Hunter, Don Gouger) we have been searching for ways to find the funding to pay off 

the mortgage.  

 A number of you now live in other parts of the country, having moved for vari-

ous reasons over the years.  Others may have attended our church and left for other 

reasons. However, we hope you still have that same love and warm feeling in your heart 

for St John the Apostle, as you had when you were here. 

 For a number of months now we have been meeting our mortgage payment by 

using the funds from our investments.  However, we are now at a point where we are 

fast approaching the depletion of those funds.  At this point, if our revenue continues 

with the trend we have seen so far this year, the best estimate indicates that we will 

be in a crisis mode by June 2013, IF we don’t do something, now. 

 The first thing that comes to mind is the thought of refinancing the mortgage.  

However, it is much like our government today with Social Security, when it keeps 

“kicking the can down the road.”   We would still owe the money, probably more due to 

closing costs, etc. and by extending the time frame, we will pay more interest. 

 

 (Continued Pg. 7) 
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 When Mitch Miller died in July 2010, most 
people remembered him as the man who invited eve-
ryone to sing along. On his popular 1960s TV program 
Sing Along With Mitch, an all-male chorus sang well-
loved songs while the words appeared on the screen 
so viewers could join in. A Los Angeles Times obitu-
ary cited Miller’s belief that one reason for the pro-
gram’s success was the appeal of his chorus: “I al-
ways made a point of hiring singers who were tall, 
short, bald, round, fat, whatever—everyday-looking 
guys.” From that unified diversity came beautiful 
music in which everyone was invited to participate. 

In Romans 15, Paul called for unity among the 
followers of Christ—“that you may with one mind 
and one mouth glorify the God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ” (v.6). From several Old Testa-
ment passages, he spoke of Gentiles and Jews to-
gether singing praise to God (vv.9-12). A unity that 
had been considered impossible became reality as 
people who had been deeply divided began thanking 
God together for His mercy shown in Christ. Like 
them, we are filled with joy, peace, and hope “by the 
power of the Holy Spirit” (v.13). 

What a unique “choir” we belong to, and what 
a privilege it is to sing along! 

Jonathan Hollander 

 

 

 

Cuando Mitch Miller murió en julio de 2010, la 
mayoría lo recordó como alguien que invitaba a todos 
a cantar juntos.  En su popular programa televisivo 
de la década de 1960, “Sing Along with Mitch” (Canta 
con Mitch), un coro de hombres interpretaba entra-
ñables canciones mientras la letra aparecía en la pan-
talla para que los televidentes se unieran a ellos en el 
canto.  Un obituario de Los Ángeles Times citaba la 
creencia de Miller de que una de las razones del éxi-
to del programa era el “atractivo” de sus cantantes: 
“Siempre exigí que se contrataran cantantes altos, 
bajos, calvos, regordetes, obesos, lo que fuera; tipos 
como todos”.  De esa diversidad unificada, surgía una 
música hermosa de la que todos eran invitados a par-
ticipar. 

En Romanos 15, Pablo llamó a la unidad entre 
los seguidores de Cristo, “para que unánimes, a una 
voz, glorifiquéis al Dios y Padre de nuestro Señor 
Jesucristo” (v.6).  Al citar varios pasajes del Antiguo 
Testamento, habló de la unidad entre gentiles y ju-
díos para cantar alabanzas a Dios (vv. 9’12).  Una uni-
dad considerada imposible se hizo realidad cuando 
personas que habían estado profundamente divididas 
empezaron a agradecerle en forma conjunta a Dios 
por haber demostrado en Cristo su misericordia.  Al 
igual que ellos, nosotros estamos llenos de gozo, paz 
y esperanza “por el poder del Espíritu Santo” (v. 13).  

Pertenecemos a un “coro” sin igual, ¡y qué pri-
vilegio es cantar juntos!   

Jonathan Hollander 

  The World Deacon Corner by Jonathan Hollander Deacon 

A Unique Choir Un coro sin igual 

COME JOIN “THE JOYFUL NOISE MAKERS!” 

Scripture admonishes us to “make a joyful noise unto the 
Lord.” It also says, “Come into God’s presence with 
thanksgiving and enter God’s courts with praise. Be thank-
ful unto the Lord and bless the name of the Lord.” 

We offer our best to the Lord. My best may not be the 
same as someone else. We all have varying talents; some 
have honed those talents to a higher level than others. 

Whatever the level of competence we are not off the 
hook. Whatever our ability, God’s admonition to each of us 
is the same:  (You) make a joyful noise to the Lord!” 

So come join us in the music room at 9:15am Sunday 
mornings; add your voice to our sounds of joyful praise. 

  Don Gouger 
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     The food pantry has been wiped out!!  Over the past 

couple of weeks we have been swamped with clients in 

need.  As of the close of the day on a recent Thursday, 

the shelves were litterly bare. 

 WE ARE IN DESPARATE  NEED OF ALL TYPES 

OF NON-PERISABLE FOOD,   Peanut butter, Jelly,  

pasta of any type, pasta sauces, etc., etc. 

 We are also always in need of other products 

such as toilet paper, bath soap, cat food, dog food, plas-

tic bags (for use in handing out the supplies) 

 Cash donations are also always welcome, as our 

staff goes shopping for the  items we need when we 

don’t get enough donated. 

 PLEASE remember those in need and  help us to 

refill our pantry shelves. 

 Thank you very much from all of us in Dean’s 

Pantry for all of your contributions in the past.  Howev-

er, now, our needs are greater than they have ever 

been.  If you can find it in your heart, and pocket, 

please give us a hand with much needed supplies and/or 

money to purchase them. 

  Ron Johnson & Staff Members 

. We have a very dedicated staff of volunteers 

who work the pantry on Tuesdays & Thursdays.  We are 

including some of their comments about why they volun-

teer and how they feel about it: 

 “Working in Dean's Food Pantry brings smiles and you 

receive more than you give.  

 Recently after receiving a bag of groceries, a woman 

was to receive one more item of her choice---I held up a tube 

of toothpaste---"Yes!" she said.  Her face lit up as if she had 

just won the lottery.  It is so easy to bring a smile to 

someone's face with a simple item.    

 Another elderly lady stopped by---the large, well-

worn bag she carried for her wallet, etc. was about to tear 

open completely.  After giving her the groceries, I remem-

bered a rather sturdy tote type bag that had been on the 

back shelf for a long time.  I called to get her attention be-

fore she left.  "Let's just slip that large bag into this one so 

you won't lose anything."  

 She smiled, thanked me and was on her way.  

 The JOY we see on people's faces makes it all worth-

while---we truly do receive more than we give.  It is a great 

place to volunteer.  

  Warren Phelps 

 

 “Every Thursday as I leave my home to serve in the 

Food Pantry at St. John the Apostle I ask God that we would 

be a Blessing to those that come in for much needed food. It 

brings much Joy to me as I see these wonderful people come 

in. First we give a big smile then some small talk with each 

person. Then we give a much needed bag of food   . At the End 

of the Day when we leave the pantry our Hearts are filled 

with Joy because we know God was honored. “ 

   Bob Hunter 

 

 

 “I feel gratified that God has given me the chance to 

work the food pantry.  I enjoy being able to serve the commu-

nity in this way.  It also gives me the opportunity to work with 

a crew that is so dedicated to this mission.” 

Richard Webb 

 

 “I have been working the food pantry now for almost 

a year and a half.  I feel very blessed to be able to give my 

time and effort to help the community.  My heart and soul 

feels deeply rewarded by taking on this endeavor.  Working 

with the other team members is such a pleasure.” 

  Jerry Walker 

 

 

                                                                                                        

  

FOOD PANTRY NEWS 

Volunteer Comments 
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 As I said in the last article, if it were not for the 
Feast for the Dead, Julie and I might still be in Oaxaca.   
This festival  is like a combination of our Halloween and 
Thanksgiving all rolled into one. There  is feasting, dancing in 
the streets, exchanging gifts, and the dear departed are in-
cluded with representative skeletons dangling from windows. 

 I enjoyed Oaxaca more than Mexico City, although 
the beggars seemed to be much  the same: small children 
with accordions, tambourines and begging bowls and  old wom-
en sitting in little heaps of rags, lifting a withered hand in 
hopes of a peso. 

 As Julie gradually recovered from  her mysterious 
illness  we began to explore the city.   One morning on our 
way to the Zocala (town square) we passed a tiny old woman 
begging. She was sitting on a corner on a heap of rags, hold-
ing her wooden begging  bowl.  I slipped  her some  coins, 
heard Julie sigh her disapproval.  “That woman,” I explained, 
has had a hard life.  Her family was poor and sent her out to 
prostitute as a child.  She developed a disease, was crippled, 
then no one wanted her and she has had to beg all her life. In 
other circumstances, that could be me.” 

 Julie  looked exasperated.  “Nonsense, the true story 
is this: that woman was married, had a family, many children.  
But she cuckold her husband and beat  her children.  Now the 
children are grown and they are having their revenge.  They 
go to market or to work and leave her to beg.”  (However, I 
saw my companion also slipping coins into the begging bowls of 
small boys and old women.) 

 As Julie continued to regain her strength w extended 
our outings, going out early in the morning, taking siesta  in 
the unbearable heat of the afternoon, then out again in the 
evenings.   At night we ate at the lovely little restaurant in 
the Best Western, where  we had elegant deserts: flan, pear 
baked in wine sauce with vanilla ice cream! 

 One morning we woke quite early and went to the 
farmer’s market, and to my chagrin, what did we see on the  
way? At that very corner where the old woman usually sat to 
beg, a large black sedan pulled up. A  man got out of the front 
seat, opened the back door and assisted that same little old 
woman with her rags and bowl to take her customary place on 
the corner. “You see,” said Julie. 

 By the time we got to the market it was already hot.  
The rain stopped and the steam was rising.  I did  not care 
for the market because it is an open air market, not in a 
building, and the flies were swarming. Before we set out for 
the market, Pedro, a waiter at Best Western warned us to be 
careful. “Leave your visas here.  Take very little money. Walk 
close together. Eat nothing, drink nothing.”  Actually, the sign 
over the Best Western’s restaurant, “The Asuncion” flanked 
by two angels, might give one pause if taken literally. 

  

  

 We went on excursions to the little villages around 
Oaxaca and saw  the workshops where people were carving 
the little animals  for which Oaxaca is known.   We stopped at 
a small house where women and children were busily weaving 
rugs. Rosita, 4 years old, already had her own loom.  (In Tur-
key, the law now forbids children under 16 to weave because 
of the harm to their eyes.) 

 We bought several of the wooden animals.  The wood, 
from which these figures were carved, comes from trees 
which grew only in this region.  Most of these trees are gone 
now, due to the carvers.  One of the problems with the carv-
ings is that the wood is frequently infested with minute in-
sects or larvae.  Take a carving home, leave it on a shelf for a 
week or two and you will begin to see the signs of destruc-
tion:  fuzz is growing out of it or little holes are appearing.  
To prevent this, these carvings must be stored in a freezer 
for about six weeks.  

 Most memorable was the outdoor gallery housing 
sculpture by Francisco Zuniga.   This artist had a real affinity 
for women, earthy women, and workaday women.  His sculp-
tures are larger than life and show women in ordinary poses, 
women with wrinkles, women with small children clinging to 
them. (In the permanent  collection of Mexican art in the 
museum in Naples there is a small replica of one of Zuniga’s 
statues.) 

 We also visited a museum filled with pieces from a 
personal donation from the Central American Gulf Coast.  
Some figures depicted people from a past century.   One set 
was rather alarming.  The foreheads were sloped, we would 
say deformed. Then was seen the explanation for this.   
Women were depicted in labor, chained to the labor table, 
flat on their backs, their legs placed over a large obstacle 
which was pressed against the birth canal.  The mother had 
to deliver the baby by  pushing against  this obstacle, result-
ing in the child’s head being deformed.  Flat, sometimes con-
cave foreheads were greatly prized in this culture and many 
statues with such foreheads were on display. 

 We were in Oaxaca for three weeks and I had begun 
to feel quite at home, although there were undercurrents of 
homesickness. 

 When it was time to leave the entire kitchen and wait 
staff came out to say goodbye.   I got a warm hug from Pedro 
and felt my heart ache when he asked me so plaintively, “Will 
I ever see you again?” I said I hoped so.  I still find myself 
hoping so from time to time. 

   

  Sue Seitz 

About Oaxaca 
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    Pastor’s Pen 
 

 

 

I like to cook, a lot. I always have left over's in the refrigerator. 

Sometimes these become the basis of a se-

cond meal. Other times they might be taken 

to someone to share. And more than a few 

times they wind up being given to Lee County 

Waste Management to take care. What to do 

with the left over's is an ongoing question in 

my life. At least every two weeks, I have to 

go through the task of cleaning out the re-

frigerator. The last time I did it, I wound up 

somewhere different. I was lead on a spiritual inventory.  

In my reflections on left over's, I was convicted in my heart with 

other questions: “What about God? Do you give God just the left over's?”  

What is the position of God in our lives, first, second, third or maybe 

what is left over?  

The place of God in our life is measured in many ways. One of my 

favorite scripture passages is Matthew 8:33 “But seek first God’s king-

dom and God’s righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as 

well.” Is seeking God’s reign in life something placed as a first priority or 

is it a left over activity? 

The Gospel of Luke chapter 10 reminds us that Jesus said the 

greatest commandment is to love the Lord our God with our complete 

heart, soul, strength and mind.  Do we get concerned about other things 

and only give God the attention we have left over? 

What about time? Is God’s time what is left over in the day? 

Praying before going to sleep is a good and holy practice. Just make sure 

you haven’t been putting off prayer until then so that you can get other 

things done.  

How about money? Everyone has bills. Everyone spends money for 

personal pleasure such as dinning out or movies or a treat at Starbucks. 

Is the tithe/offering I give from what is left over or is the first thing 

that I use the money for? Is giving/tithing a spiritual necessity or an ex-

tra?  

Ancient Israel knew how easy it was to offer God left over's. 

That is why they developed the practice of “First Fruits”. The first of 

every harvest was consecrated and offered to the Lord. God gets what is 

first not what is left. Because that is what God deserves.  

 

  Pastor Steve 

 

Cleaning out the Refrigerator 

mailto:worshipteam@sjamcc.com
mailto:admin@sjamcc.com
mailto:board@sjamcc.com
mailto:worshipteam@sjamcc.com
mailto:delegate@sjamcc.com
http://www.sjamcc.com/
http://www.sjamcc.com/
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 BOARD HIGHLIGHTS 

 

 The Board of St. John the Apostle 
met on August 15, 2012 at five in the after-
noon, commencing with an opening prayer 
offered by Pastor Steve.  Adjustments to 
the agenda were the elimination of the re-

moval of the use of the North parking lot and added a re-
view of the Alcohol policy. 

 In the Financial report a transfer of money from 
the reserves to the operating account was approved.  Dale 
Gnatek, treasurer, explained the dire financial situation and 
that immediate action is warranted on the status of the 
church’s financial situation.  Thus the board will meet on 
September 8th, a Saturday, to discuss in an all day forum 
the present problems confronting us and try to reach a so-
lution. 

There followed a review of the 3W’s led by Dana 
Drew.  It was decided that each member of the board ap-
pear before the service on Sunday to explain some of the 
qualifications that one would expect in a future board mem-
ber in anticipation of the election to same this November 
18th. 

In the pastor’s report he praised the deacons for 
their fantastic job in preaching while he was away. He was 
able to participate in an all-day retreat for the board of 
the Mother of God House of Prayer.  He asked that Brenner 
and Beckstead Ministries arrange with the pride event team 
for their appearance this year. He also discussed with Don 
Gouger the continuing use of volunteer musicians. 

Facilities Management reports no further incidents 
with excessive water use.  The estimate to clean the social 
hall floor would be $710.00 , and discussed the reported 
leak in the roof with an eye on the maintenance contract, 
which will expire on 05/30/15. 

The Stewardship report headed by Dana Drew de-
notes the progress of the committee contacting members, 
confirmation of the fall yard sale on November 10th, and the 
need to coordinate the fundraising activities with the 25th 
Anniversary Committee. 

In new business the board approved the use of the 
sanctuary for a Transgender workshop on October 20, 
2012.  It also noted that Pride Festival will be held on Octo-
ber 13th.  Friendship Sunday on October 14th will coincide 
with Second Sunday Brunch.  Nancy Kilmartin will have 
cards produced to handout at the Pride event at the Alli-
ance for the Arts.  Also, Jay Marino, Shawn French, and 
Maxine Johnson were named as auditors of church funds.  
The board was provided a list of 143 members and high-
lighted those whose memberships were up for review 
(Those highlighted have not attended lately, nor have con-
tributed financially or physically).  Charlie Millard, Bruce 
Mericle and Gene Mitchell will call designated members to 
update the list for submission to the entire board at the 
September meeting.   

 

Don Gouger was given permission to place   “From 
your friends at SJAMCC” on magazines given to local hospi-
tals.  The board will address any requests for alcohol as 
they are submitted. 

The meeting closed at 6:45 P.M. with a prayer and 
will meet next on September 19th.  All are welcome to at-
tend. 

 Charlie Millard 

  On September 19th the Board of St. John, the 
Apostle met at its regular time of five in the afternoon.  
With a few minor exceptions the agenda and the consent 
agenda were approved. The Pastor’s report included infor-
mation concerning carols used during that season with Don 
Gouger and that once in a while computer videos will be used 
during the offertory. He also stated that a new pastor, 
Stephanie Burns, would be assuming that position at MCC 
Naples.  

 There followed the financial report, which will be 
discussed, completely to all of us on Saturday, September 
29th at 9:00 A.M.    There will be two types of budget of-
ferings presented.  An austerity and a regular budget will 
be discussed with various ramifications.  

 A discussion of the 3W’s which included an update 
on Friendship Sunday, October 14, an update on the Capital 
Campaign, board recruitment, Pride participation, an update 
on the 25th anniversary celebration, the face book training 
class and a review of the Pastor Planning Process.  

 In New Business- a wreath auction to support a 
charity will be held at Tubby’s for the benefit of our church 
this year.  It is planned for November 30th and it received 
the pastor’s blessing, which is all they asked. The process 
Was explained. The wreaths are gathered, given a number 
and on the appointed night, there will be a silent auction.  

 We will not participate in Fellowship Sunday due to 
financial concerns.  

 A contract with a pest control company was ap-
proved.  

 A discussion of the use of the former Gay and Les-
bian Chorus room ensued and Marty expressed the appreci-
ation of the group for the use of the church over the 
years.  

 In Old Business the Membership finalization was 
noted and those members with whom there has been no con-
tact for a number of years will be transferred to inactive 
status.  The board adjourned at 6:15 with a prayer and will 
meet again on October 17th. 

 

  Charlie Millard 

 

September Board Meeting 

August Board Meeting 



 

The Channel, St. John the Apostle MCC Page 7 

 

 

(Continued from Pg. 1)  

 

The biggest factor in not seeking to refinance is the cash 

flow problem itself.  We can’t show that we have enough cash 

flow to meet the payments.  If, we were to be able to re-

finance, we might well pay a higher interest rate, due to the 

risk involved. 

 That is the reason for the formation of this commit-

tee and coming to you for help. 

The committee is attempting to come up with ways 

to come up with the money to pay off the mortgage.  We 

have considered several approaches thus far: 

*Outside professional Marketing/Fundraising organi-

    zations 

* Member Pleas 

* Special Offerings 

* Corporate sponsors 

*Asset disposal (parking lot/organ) 

* Others are in the research stage 

Presently, the balance on the mortgage is approxi-

mately $260,000, at an interest rate of 6.50%.  We have 

approximately 6 years left on the mortgage. 

If we can come up with a way to pay off the mort-

gage today, we will save approximately $57,000.00 in inter-

est cost versus paying over the next six years! 

Right now we could do that if: 

 100 people donate $2,600.00 

  75 people donate $3,470.00 

  50 people donate $5,200.00  

   OR 

In one year if 100 people donate $55 each, per 

week, above their normal contribution 

In 6 years of 100 people donate $11 each, per week, 

above their normal contribution. 

 However, in the latter two scenarios, we would NOT 

save the $57,000 interest cost. 

 

 As a footnote to all of this, during the past year or 

so, we have deferred needed maintenance on the church and  

 

 

not spent any money on capital improvements.  At some point 

this is going to become an issue in itself.  If we get rid of 

this huge monthly mortgage expense, it would allow us to use 

the money we do get in contributions, for the normal opera-

tion of the church, and for much needed maintenance. 

We are committed to finding a way to make this 

happen! 

Our churches, and our members, have always 

stepped up to the plate in the past and there is no reason 

why we can’t do it today! 

If you have any suggestions, please send them to us.   

If you can find it in your heart to make a donation to 

our Capital Campaign, please make your check payable to 

SJAMCC and note that it is for the Capital Campaign.   

Thank you very much and please pray for us that we 

may find the ways and means of achieving our goal.  We want 

to continue the forward vision this church has always had.  

We want to have it be stable and available for the next gen-

eration of members. 

  Wayne Green 

Capital Campaign Committee  

 How many of you know The Channel is now available 

on-line?  It is now found on our church website:  

www.SJAMCC.COM. 

 One of the things to come out of our Capital Cam-

paign meetings was this idea.  The cost savings is not related 

to the main task, but it is a  savings to the church’s bottom 

line. 

 If you would be willing to discontinue getting a 

mailed copy of The Channel, and get your electronic copy 

from the website, please let us know.  Just send an email to 

Admin@sjamcc.com and let us know you wish to be removed 

from the mailing list. 

 You can go to the website, and select “NEWS” from 

the heading.  You will find The Channel listed and when you 

open the page, you can view, download, save, or print any 

issue you wish. 

The Channel Is On-Line 



The Channel, St. John the Apostle MCC 

 

Page  8 



 

The Channel, St. John the Apostle MCC Page 9 

 



The Channel, St. John the Apostle MCC 

 

Page  10 

Transgender Workshop 

The mission of the Transgender Workshop is to create awareness and understanding of the 

Transgender Community through sensitivity training and standards of care provisions. The goal of which, 

is to build direction in the inclusion of transgender individuals by empowering the medical professionals, 

law enforcement and educational institutions with the information needed to extend support to this popu-

lation in the respected Communities. 

This workshop will be held at St. John the Apostle Metropolitan Church located at 3049 McGreg-

or Blvd., Fort Myers, FL 33901. The workshop is scheduled for Saturday, October 20, 2012 and will meet 

from 9am to 5pm, breaking for an hour at lunchtime, for a total of seven Continuing Educational Units. 

During this time there will be several key note speakers, a transgender panel, and documentation given out 

to all participants of referral resources in the area. 

At the end of this presentation, participants will be able to: 

Define the term transgender and describe the how a person may identify as transgender.  

Describe the transition process and challenges faced by transitioning people. 

List local resources for assisting the transgender community. 

A copy of the application form can be found in this edition , and in a pdf download at 

http://www.iboscounseling.com/ under the “Events” tab. You may also contact Katherine Lowry at (239) 

443-6385 or via email at ibos_lowry@yahoo.com for more information.  

TRANS LIFE GROUP 

 The Group has no special requirements except that you or a loved one is exploring a significant 

gender issue in your life. We are a group that is open to people who identify as cross-dresser, transsexu-

al, transgender, drag artist, androgyny, bi-gendered, female-to-male, male-to-female, and those who em-

brace no specific gender label. Our members represent all sexual orientations, races, spiritualities, and 

socio-economic categories. The open discussion relates to all issues and problems   surrounding 

transgender life. From the beginning, when you realize who you are all the way to learning how to live full 

time in your respected gender. Living a life as a transgender person can be so complex, frustrating and 

hard especially when you have to go through all by yourself. So it is fantastic to find a safe place where 

you can feel comfortable and free in discussing what is happening in your life. The members of the group 

understand what you are talking about and going through. Each person is ready to share their own prior 

life experience, hoping that it will make your transition easier.   

 

 The Trans Life Group is dedicated to your peace of mind and happiness within each of our lives, to 

live them to the fullest and to enjoy life as the person we are meant to be. The meetings are held on the 

third Saturday of each month at 10:30 AM till 12:00 PM. If you would like to attend a meeting please call 

person and number below. 

 

 Thank You 

 

   Allyson 

   941-626-2497 

http://www.iboscounseling.com/
mailto:ibos_lowry@yahoo.com
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 The 25th Anniversary Committee met on Sep-
tember 9th and will meet again on October 7, 2012, to 
continue with planning for the upcoming celebration.  
The celebration will be on the weekend of March 2-3, 
2013. 

  The members are busy coming up with ways 
to raise money for this celebration, as well as plan-
ning for a fun filled event. 

 Thus far they have developed several fund-
raisers, some of which are currently active and oth-
ers will be coming soon.  Currently the fundraising 
consists of “Bake Sales”, the “Flag Sale”, “Dinner Par-
ties”, and the “Fill’’er Up Jug”.  (There is an ad re-
garding the “Flag Sale” elsewhere in this edition)   

 The “Dinner Parties” are being sponsored by 
various members of the church, who are offering to 
provide a full course meal, at their home, for up to 
six (6) individuals.  The people who wish to go to one 
of the dinner parties can sign up at the welcome ta-
ble in the church lobby.  There are currently two (2) 
dinner parties available.  Both have a very tasty look-
ing menu, which includes a wine, and a several course 
meal, all for a price of $30, per person.  The person 
providing the dinner party is donating the meal cost 
and the proceeds from the dinner ALL go to the 25th 
Anniversary Celebration.  The last time I looked 
there was only one seat left and Bob & Jimmies, and 
I think only 2 at Bob & Pete’s, so you need to act 
fast!!! 

The “Fill’er Up” fundraiser is where there is a 
rather large “jug” in the church for attendees to 
drop their donations into.  The goal is to “fill up” the 
container with money, (coins/bills) before the anni-
versary!  We have a good way to go to reach the top, 
so those of you who come by and see this clear glass 
jug, remember the purpose for it.  (For those of you 
who can’t make it to a service, you are welcome to 
send your donation to the church and we will convert 
your check or money order in to cash and put it in the 
jar.) 

Watch for other news on some other exciting 
events this group has planned.  We think you will be 
pleased with the efforts of this group and look for-
ward to YOUR participation in making this a success. 

 Wayne Green 

25th Anniversary Celebration 
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WE ENCOURGE YOU 

 

TO SUPPORT OUR  

 

ADVERTISERS!  

Every Mon., Wed. & Fri. 

Call Marc at: 634-8599 

If you have a loved one   

paying for skilled nursing 

home care, depleting 

their savings, ask us for a 

free consultation to evalu-

ate whether they could 

qualify for Medicaid, even 

if they exceed the income 

and or asset limits. 

1025 Santa Barbara Blvd 

Suite #9 

Cape Coral, FL 33991 
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TAN Tamiami Area Nudists 

-a group for gay males  

enjoying naturism in SW Florida 

 

Fort Myers/Naples ~ Phone: (239) 691-6058 

 This space is available for your ad. 

 

 SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

  CELEBRATIONS 
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Please Access Jack         

 to  HELP you Buy or Sell  
 

Real Estate in   

October and November 2012 
 

I regularly Contribute  

 to SJAMCC! 

Please Call or Email   

Jack Lewis 

@ccess Real Estate 

(239) 839—5927 

accessjack@msn.com 

 

When someone chooses to Buy or Sell Real Estate they 

look for a Real Estate Professional that they are able to 

trust with helping them to make the right decision re-

garding the property of their choosing, but also with the 

knowledge that their decisions will be held in confidence. 

Although the purchase or sale of Real Estate is a very 

visible transaction in our age of internet disclosure of 

public records, one’s personal finances are just that, per-

sonal. The purchase or sale of Real Property is often the 

biggest financial decision a person can make in their life-

time. I take that trust very seriously and am blessed to 

be a valued consultant to the hundreds of people that I 

have helped to buy and sell Real Estate in SW Florida 

over these past eight years.  

Before you make a decision regarding Real Estate in your 

life, please call me and let me help you make an informed 

decision. I listen to what my customers say and provide 

them with the help they need to make the purchase or 

sale they would like to make. A decision that best suits 

the Client’s needs, not the decision that will best suit my 

paycheck. The referrals that I have been blessed to re-

ceive over the years from satisfied clients far outweigh 

the jingle of a quick buck and a dissatisfied client. I truly 

appreciate the confidence that the friends and family of 

St John the Apostle have placed in me. Thank you, Jack 

$400.00
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NON PROFIT ORG. 

U.S. POSTAGE PAID 

FORT MYERS, FL 

PERMIT #048 

THE CHANNEL AD RATES 

Prepaid Annual Rates 

Business Cards $125  

1/4 Page  $190 

1/2 Page  $375 

Full Page  $500 

Prepaid Semi Annual (3 issues) Rates 

Business Cards $70 

1/4 Page  $100 

1/2 Page  $200 

Full Page  $280 

Prepaid Per Issue Rates 

Business Cards $25 

1/4 Page  $40 

1/2  Page  $75 

Full Page $100                                                
                                                                 

                                                                                                                                                                                                        

TO PLACE YOUR AD, PLEASE CALL 344-0012 

 

750 COPIES OF THE CHANNEL ARE  

PRINTED AND DISTRIBUTED… 

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS !! 

TO BECOME ONE, CALL 344-0012 

Saint John the Apostle  
Metropolitan Community Church 
3049 McGregor Boulevard 
Ft. Myers, FL 33901 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 


