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For Your Consideration
As we move to the season of Lent and Easter, it would be a good thing
to reflect on faith particularly in the context of MCC. So I share with you
again the Statement of Faith approved by general conference in 2016.
For me the most powerful statement is “We don’t all believe exactly the
same things.” We are held together not by belief but by God’s love.
MCC Statement of Faith
Preamble
Metropolitan Community Churches is one chapter in the story of the
Church, the Body of Christ. We are people on a journey, learning to
live into our spirituality, while affirming our bodies, our genders, our
sexualities. We don't all believe exactly the same things. And yet in the
midst of our diversity, we build community, grounded in God's radically
inclusive love for all people. We are part of an ongoing conversation on
matters of belief and faith, shaped by scripture and the historic creeds,
building on those who have come before us. Our chapter begins when
God says to us: "Come, taste, and see."
Our Faith
“Come, taste, and see." Jesus Christ, You invite all people to Your open
table. You make us Your people, a beloved community. You restore the
joy of our relationship with God, even in the midst of loneliness, despair,
and degradation. We are each unique and we all belong, a priesthood of
all believers. Baptized and filled with Your Holy Spirit, You empower us
to be Your healing presence in a hurting world.

.

The CHANNEL is a newsletter
publication of Saint John the
Apostle MCC. Any publication
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orientation or lifestyle of such
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expressed herein are those of the
writers and do not necessarily
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the Apostle MCC.
Likewise,
inclusion of advertising from any
sponsor does not constitute such
endorsement by The CHANNEL or
Saint John the Apostle MCC.
Articles printed in The CHANNEL
may be reprinted by any UFMCC
church.

We expect to see Your reign on earth as it is in heaven as we work
toward a world where everyone has enough, wars cease, and all
creation lives in harmony. We affirm Your charge to all of humanity to
care for the land, sea, and air. Therefore, we will actively resist systems
and structures which are destroying Your creation.
With all of creation we worship You—every tribe, every language, every
people, every nation. We know You by many names, Triune God,
beyond comprehension, revealed to us in Jesus Christ, who invites us to
the feast.
Amen.
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THE 30TH ANNIVERSARY, REALLY 30 YEARS,
CAN YOU BELIEVE 30 YEARS OF
SAINT JOHN THE APOSTLE METROPOLITAN COMMUNITY CHURCH
We will be celebrating from Sunday, March 11th through the big 30 th Anniversary celebration on
Sunday, March 18th.
Please mark your calendar for all the events which begins on Sunday, March 11 at noon in the
sanctuary. As a praying church it is only right that we begin our 30 th Anniversary Celebration with a
Prayer Service. Our Prayer Service will celebrate our past, be grateful for our present and share
our Faith in Saint John the Apostle’s future.
On Wednesday, March 14 beginning at 11:00 AM we will have a do-it-yourself picnic with each
individual or family bringing their own food and drink at Caloosahatche Creek Preserve at 10130
Bayshore Road. (across from Echo) We can share the joy of nature with our picnic which is
accessible to everyone. The park also offers nature walking trails. There is no cost for attending the
picnic.
On Thursday, March 15 beginning at 5:30 PM at the Palm Dinner Theater is the play Mamma Mia.
The tickets are $60 each and we are limited to 30 tickets which well be sold on a first come, first
serve basis. Tickets for the show only can be purchased for $45 each.
On Friday, March 16 at 6:00 PM we will break bread together at Bianca’s Ristorante at 16251 N
Cleveland Ave. North Fort Myers 33903. Bianca’s is known for uncompromising Italian food and
service at a reasonable price. A price fix menu will be coming soon and is limited to the first 50 paid
tickets.
On Saturday, March 17 we are planning “Pork in the Parking Lot” serving a Smoked Pork Plate
with two sides for our congregation and the surrounding community. The price for the Smoked Pork
Plate with Baked Beans and Coleslaw is only $10.00.
On Sunday, March 18 we will have The Rev. Elder Rachelle Brown, the interim Moderator of
Metropolitan Church as our guest speaker followed by a Pot Luck. Please plan now on what you
plan to bring as your item to the Pot Luck. We have so many talented cooks in our congregation.
Just think of the special family item you can prepare and bring to share with everyone. Even if you
don’t cook you can help by bringing drinks, rolls, ice or a dessert. The joy comes in sharing.
We hope you will block your calendar for our week long 30th Anniversary Celebration!
The Church Anniversary Planning Committee
Richard Schaffer – Chair
Dale Weddle, Jack Lewis, Lauren Boyle, Lee Smith,
Bob Schneider and Dana Drew

30th
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DANCIN’ ON THE INSIDE
FAITH IN ACTION

reactions we do: “You must be kidding!” “God, are
It seems impossible that the Lenten Season is You really speaking to me?”
nearly here! I’m still putting Christmas decorations Jesus was the greatest one who lived “by faith.”
away! As I shift my thoughts from angels singing, Jesus knew He was here for a purpose, but He was
shepherds watching, the star shining, and a manger also here in human form; that means wouldn’t Jesus
scene to the Garden of Gethsemane to the trip on also struggle with God’s plan? Each of these
the Via Della Rosa to a cross on a hilltop, it’s an great people of faith were facing hard decisions and
amazing contrast of Jesus’ life. As I ponder how sacrifices as well as incredible opportunities to
Jesus in His short life accomplished God’s calling change the world as they knew it; to be part of
for Him, there is only one way for us as humans to God’s Will in the world.
begin to understand: by faith.
So as we approach this Lenten Season, is it
Hebrews chapter 11 is a history of God’s possible that we can through these various and
people learning and living out God’s calling and diverse examples, also be able to live “by faith”?
purpose for them. It gives us clues how to live our These are people of various experiences, income,
lives as a people called by God, for God. (Romans social status, ethnic background and any other
1:7, 2 Peter 1:3)
diversity we could imagine. Are their circumstances
any different or more complicated, painful or
Hebrews 11:1 “Now faith is confidence in what we challenging, than ours? The similarity in each of
hope for and assurance about what we do not see.” their lives, was their willingness to acknowledge
God’s calling in their life and to act upon it.
As I read down the chapter I see a long list of “hall Sometimes the only way to live by faith is to allow
of fame-ers”. But what caught my attention was the God to change us: our way of thinking, where we
first listed: “by faith we”…..
put our trust, our hearts. If I allow God to create in
me a person of faith, one who will put “feet to my
By faith we
faith”, one willing to be used to bring about good in
our world, I truly will be dancin’ on the inside.
By faith Abel
By faith Enoch
By faith Abraham

As we go through this introspective season on the
Christian calendar can we add to the growing list of
the people of God:

By faith Isaac

By faith I………

By faith Jacob

As always, am Dancin’ on the Inside.

By faith Joseph

Deacon Bonnie Moore

By faith Noah

By faith Moses
All of these peoples’ lives had several things in
common: by faith they could:
See the invisible
Believe the incredible
Receive the impossible
All of these people had a “calling” from God upon
their lives. Each of them must have had the same
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Food for Thought…from the Kitchen of Adam Janowski
In 1972 I began to question my
I graduated from Eastern Michigan University in
faith in God. It would take 36 1972. I was flabbergasted when Marjorie Lansing
years until my faith was restored. called me and asked me to apply for a position as her
graduate assistant the following school year. I would be
I don’t blame Marjorie Lansing, a responsible for leading the seminars after her lectures. I
political science professor at East- was overwhelmed. My plan was to become a high
ern Michigan University, although school history and government teacher. I couldn’t
she was somewhat responsible believe I could teach a college class. It was way beyond
because in her classes I learned me. But she believed in me! I wonder where my life
to question my political beliefs. I would have gone if I had accepted her offer.
was questioning everything.
I have been truly blessed to have had strong
During the summer prior to my senior year, I women in my life like Professor Lansing who have given
went home to my parent’s house in Howell, Michigan. me advice and guidance and support. I am so very
While there, I went to confession for the first time grateful!
in a long time. I told the priest that I had missed Mass
several times and asked for forgiveness. His words still
I am also grateful for having, once again, a God
ring, “If you do not intend to come to Mass every in my life. If you struggle with faith, know that you are
Sunday, then you should quit being a Catholic not alone. My advice would be not to wait 36 years, as I
altogether!” I was incensed. I did not repent. I wrote a did, to find it.----letter to the Cardinal of the Detroit Archdiocese
challenging the pastor. I received a response from the
Cardinal, most likely penned by an astute assistant. “Of
course, attending Mass every Sunday was important,
but it was not the ultimate requirement for being a
Catholic. Why don’t you talk to a Catholic counselor at
the University of Michigan?” It was so two-faced. I quit
being a Catholic altogether. I told my mother. She was
aghast. “You wrote to the Cardinal about this?”
The first time I took a class by Marjorie Lansing
was because I had to. The second time was because I
wanted to. I kept in touch with her since that first class.
In my senior class she assigned a paper - 5 to 10 pages
about a political or social issue. I wrote about Polish
immigrants in the Detroit area and what had influenced
them as they assimilated into American society. I
wrote about the importance of family, the fraternal
organizations they joined and the churches where they
received spiritual guidance. This bothered me most,
because of my own spiritual dilemma. I looked at the
Catholic churches built by Polish-American communities
in the city of Detroit--huge edifices of stone and brick
Houses that surrounded these grand facilities were of
modest wood and concrete. The Poles in Detroit
suffered so that their churches served as a testament of
their faith. They were not encouraged to educate
themselves, to better themselves and their families. It
made me angry. I wrote and wrote—25 pages or more,
as I remember. I was obsessed. Marjorie Lansing gave
me an “A” for my paper. The paper was filed away. I still
have it, somewhere.

I served a Coconut Poke Cake at the Murder Mystery
Dinner held at St. John’s on March 17, 2017. It’s a great
party cake, but note that it is a bit on the ooey, gooey,
side. I made it again for my husband’s work Christmas
Party this year, adding marshmallow snowmen on top. It
was a big hit!
Coconut Poke Cake
24 servings
1 (18.25 ounce) package white cake mix
1 (14 ounce) can cream of coconut (NOT coconut milk)
1 (14 ounce) can sweetened condensed milk
1 (16 ounce) package frozen whipped topping, thawed
1 (8 ounce) package flaked coconut
Directions continued on page 5.
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Food for Thought… Cont.
Directions
Prepare and bake white cake mix according to package
directions. Remove cake from oven. While still hot,
using a utility fork or chopstick, poke holes all over the
top of the cake.
Whisk cream of coconut and sweetened condensed
milk together. Pour over the top of the still hot cake.

DEAN’S FOOD PANTRY
As we began the new year in our food pantry it is
my great pleasure to inform you of the grand total
of "families" that St. John helped in 2017. With
your generosity of food donations and monetary
contributions to support Dean’s Food Pantry, we
served 1,054 families! What a blessing to be able
to help people in need of food. Thank you all!

It is with great sadness that we lost Jerry Walker
in December and his partner Richard Webb in
Let cake cool completely then frost with the whipped January. Jerry and Richard volunteered in the
topping and top with the flaked coconut. Refrigerate at pantry for many years and will be sadly missed by
least 4 hours before serving.
their church family, friends, and all the people they
served.
Notes: I have also make this recipe using real whipped
As always, know you will be blessed by your
cream rather than whipped topping—either way it is
donations
of food, money and time to the Pantry.
terrific!
If you want to know how I made the Marshmallow
Snowmen, please visit my blog:
http://apolishkitchen.blogspot.com.

Below is a list of items we can use. We always
accept other items as well as cash/checks.


Pinto Beans/Rice



Mac & Cheese



Pasta Sauce



Spaghetti



Canned Vegetables



Box Cereal



Fruit Cups



Jiffy Cornbread Mix



Any toiletry items, paper towels, or toilet tissue

Dale Weddle and Dean's Food Pantry Volunteers

In love and service,
Adam

SPRING YARD SALE REMINDER
It’s time to start looking around the house and
roundup items you no longer use or want! The
Spring Yard Sale is scheduled for April 28, 2018.
We will begin taking donations two weeks before
the sale. The sale will once again be led by Richard
Schaffer.
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~ February 2018 ~
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

1

Fri

2

Sat

3

9a-1:30p Lee County Church Office Closed Church Office Closed
Health Department
2:30p-4:30p GET
Network Meeting
10a-12p Food Pantry
6p-7p The Rainbow
Group of NA
8p-9p Lambda
Drummer (AA)

4 Super Bowl

5

10a-11a Worship
Service

11

12

10a-11a Worship
Service

6

7

8

9

Church Office Closed
6p-7p The Rainbow
Group of NA
8p-9p Lambda
Drummer (AA)

13 Mardi Gras

14 Ash

17

10a-12p Food Pantry
6:30p-7:30p Prayer
Team Meets
8p-9p Lambda
Drummer (AA)

Wednesday/Valentine's 9a-1:30p Lee County Church Office Closed
Day
Health Department
10a-12:30p Game Day 10a-12p Food Pantry
6:45p-8:15p Choir
Rehearsal
7p-8p Ash Wednesday
Service

Church Office Closed
10:30a-12p Trans Life
Group
6p-7p The Rainbow
Group of NA
8p-9p Lambda
Drummer (AA)

21

24

15

19 Washington's

20

10a-11a Worship
Service
12p-1p Board of
Directors Meeting

Birthday

10a-12p Food Pantry 10a-12:30p Game Day 10a-12p Food Pantry Church Office Closed
6:30p-7:30p Prayer 6:45p-8:15p Choir
Team Meets
Rehearsal
8p-9p Lambda
Drummer (AA)

25

26

27

28

10a-12p Food Pantry 10a-12:30p Game Day
6:30p-7:30p Prayer 6:45p-8:15p Choir
Team Meets
Rehearsal
8p-9p Lambda
Drummer (AA)

22

16

18

10a-11a Worship
Service

10

10a-12p Food Pantry 10a-12:30p Game Day 10a-12p Food Pantry Church Office Closed
6:30p-7:30p Prayer 6:45p-8:15p Choir
Team Meets
Rehearsal
8p-9p Lambda
Drummer (AA)

Notes:

23

Church Office Closed
6p-7p The Rainbow
Group of NA
8p-9p Lambda
Drummer (AA)
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~ March 2018 ~
Sun

4

Mon

5

10a-11a Worship
Service

11

12

10a-11a Worship
Service
12p-12:30p SJAMCC
30th Anniversary
Prayer Service

18

19

10a-11a SJAMCC 30th
Anniversary Worship
Service & Pot Luck
10a-11a Worship
Service
12p-1p Board of
Directors Meeting

25 Palm Sunday
10a-11a Worship
Service

26

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

9a-1:30p Lee County
Health Department
10a-12p Food Pantry

Church Office Closed

Church Office Closed
2:30p-4:30p GET
Network Meeting
6p-7p The Rainbow
Group of NA
8p-9p Lambda
Drummer (AA)

8

6

7

9

10

10a-12p Food Pantry
6:30p-7:30p Prayer
Team Meets
8p-9p Lambda
Drummer (AA)

10a-12:30p Game Day 10a-12p Food Pantry
6:45p-8:15p Choir
Rehearsal

Church Office Closed

Church Office Closed
6p-7p The Rainbow
Group of NA
8p-9p Lambda
Drummer (AA)

13

14

15

16

17 St Patrick

10a-12p Food Pantry
6:30p-7:30p Prayer
Team Meets
8p-9p Lambda
Drummer (AA)

10a-12:30p Game Day
11a-2:30p SJAMCC
30th Anniversary DoIt-Yourself Picnic
6:45p-8:15p Choir
Rehearsal

9a-1:30p Lee County
Health Department
10a-12p Food Pantry
5:30p-9:30p SJAMCC
30th Anniversary Broadway Palm
Theater

Church Office Closed
6p-9p SJAMCC 30th
Anniversary - Dinner
at Bianca's

Church Office Closed
10:30a-12p Trans Life
Group
11a-3p SJAMCC 30th
Anniversary - Pork in
the Parking Lot
6p-7p The Rainbow
Group of NA
8p-9p Lambda
Drummer (AA)

20

21

22

23

24

10a-12p Food Pantry
6:30p-7:30p Prayer
Team Meets
8p-9p Lambda
Drummer (AA)

10a-12:30p Game Day 10a-12p Food Pantry
6:45p-8:15p Choir
Rehearsal

Church Office Closed

Church Office Closed
6p-7p The Rainbow
Group of NA
8p-9p Lambda
Drummer (AA)

27

28

30 Good Friday

31

Church Office Closed
7p-8p Good Friday
Service

Church Office Closed
6p-7p The Rainbow
Group of NA
8p-9p Lambda
Drummer (AA)

10a-12p Food Pantry
6:30p-7:30p Prayer
Team Meets
8p-9p Lambda
Drummer (AA)

29 Holy Thursday
10a-12:30p Game Day 10a-12p Food Pantry
6:45p-8:15p Choir
7p-8p Maundy
Rehearsal
Thursday Service
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3 REASONS WHY YOU SHOULD VOLUNTEER AT CHURCH
You go to church nearly every Sunday. Perhaps you haven´t already, take the first step and contact our
pay your tithes and give offerings. Why would you Board, our Deacons, our Office Administrator, or our
Pastor to see what it is that you can do at St. John the
need to volunteer?
Apostle.
One of the reasons for church volunteerism is that it
causes you to grow closer to others who are grounded Deacon Jonathan Hollander
in our church and helps you connect to our church
body. When you join as an usher for example and
greet people for service and help them learn more
When Questions Remain
about the church, or become a reader and help teach
the congregation about the bible, or spend part of your
Job 23:10
Friday weeding the flower beds, you begin to learn
God knows the way that I take
more about the people you´re working alongside. After
all, we are to know those who labor among us. You
also begin to care more about the things you´re On October 31, 2014, an experimental spacecraft
involved with and understand that the church is not broke apart during a test flight and crashed into the
perfect, but is definitely worth the effort.
Mojave Desert. The copilot died while the pilot miracuAs you begin to volunteer, you stop only taking in the lously survived. Investigators soon determined what
had happened, but not why. The title of a newspaper
preaching, teaching, counseling, and wisdom being
article about the crash began with the words
poured out, and start giving back. Instead of just being
“Questions remain.”
a pew-warmer watching the show, you have the
ability to start a true relationship with the church – and Throughout life we may experience sorrows for which
relationships go both ways. It´s an opportunity to go there are no adequate explanations. Some are catafrom wondering when the preacher is going to notice or strophic events with far-reaching effects while others
offend you to actually being a part of the lifeblood of are personal, private tragedies that alter our individual
the church. In a way, volunteering can keep you from lives and families. We want to know why, but we seem
feeling isolated and giving you the urge to church-hop, to find more questions than answers. Yet even as we
trying to find a church that will make you feel like struggle with “Why?” God extends God´s unfailing love
you´re a part, important, and loved just like you felt to us.
as a new member a year ago. Believe it or not, When Job lost his children and his wealth in a single
this typically can be remedied by action on your part – day (Job 1:13-19), he sank into angry depression and
deciding to grow with the church as a volunteer and resisted any attempted explanations by his friends. Yet
helping it move forward instead of staying the same he held out hope that someday there would be an anand feeling left behind.
swer from God. Even in the darkness Job could say,
As you take the initiative to begin a real, two-way “[God] knows the way that I take; when God has tested
relationship with the church and know those who are me, I will come forth as gold” (23:10).
laboring with you by volunteering, you gain experience, Oswald Chambers said, “There will come one day a
knowledge, and understanding. You learn how to work personal and direct touch from God when every tear
with others in the church and how the church operates and perplexity, every oppression and distress, every
behind the scenes. You see the gaps where help is suffering and pain, and wrong and injustice will have a
necessary and can alleviate the burden many faithful complete and ample and overwhelming explanation.”
volunteers have been carrying as they held on until
someone like you came along to help. If you complete Today, as we face life’s unanswered questions, we can
your volunteering with excellence, God will cause you find help and hope in God[s love and promises. Amen.
to be blessed and give you a greater measure of Deacon Jonathan Hollander
authority. This is especially important for those who
feel called to ministry.
Knowing those that labor among you, having a solid,
grounded, two-way relationship with the church, and
growing in authority are just three of the reasons
you should volunteer at St. John the Apostle. If you
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
SENIOR PASTOR
Rev. Steve Filizzi

pastor@sjamcc.com

CONGREGATIONAL ADMINSTRATOR
Kurt Hood

admin@sjamcc.com

BOARD MEMBERS

board@sjamcc.com

Andy Buck

Lauren Boyle

Dana Drew

Carol Land

Jack Lewis

Sharron Massingale

DEACONS

deaconate@sjamcc.com

Glenda Enterline

Wanda Neubert

Jonathan Hollander

Richard Shourds

Bonnie Moore
LAY DELEGATES

delegate@sjamcc.com

Jack Lewis

Dale Weddle

Sharron Massingale/Alternate Delegate
TREASURER

treasurer@sjamcc.com

Dale Gnatek
MUSIC DIRECTOR / ORGANIST
Bill Pomeroy—Music Dir. music@sjamcc.com
Bryan Dietrich—Pianist

CHURCH OFFICE
Phone: (239) 344-0012

Visit Our Website
www.sjamcc.com
BE A FAN!
Follow Us On FACEBOOK
www.facebook.com/sjamcc

OFFICE HOURS
Monday through Thursday
10:00 AM – 2 :00 PM

LAY DELEGATES REPORT
Have you heard, MCC GENERAL CONFERENCE will be held in
ORLANDO, FLORIDA. But did you know that MCC will also be
celebrating our 50th year anniversary!
Registration for the 27th conference will begin on February 5, 2018.
The theme for the conference is "Celebrate" and The Joy of God is our
Strength. (Nehemiah 8:10). Nehemiah was a prophet who helped to
free his people from the burden of oppression and degradation. We
join with the prophets words as we plan to come together in 2019.
Conference dates are July 1 to July 5, 2019 and will be held at the
Hilton Orlando. Remember you do not have to register for the whole
conference. One could be part of the conference, in fact, without
paying for any registration. Multiple daily worship services are open to
all. Come feel the Spirit.
Plans are still being made for the 50th celebration and conference. If
you have never been a part of a general conference, now is your
chance. We will keep you updated.
Lay Delegates,
Dale Weddle, Jack Lewis, and Sharron Massingale
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Miles To Go? Or Milestones…
Congratulations to the family in Christ that is St John The Apostle Metropolitan
Community Church! I would like to say thank you to all of those who gave of
their Time, Talents, and Treasures to satisfy the mortgage on the Beautiful
McGregor Boulevard property. Thanks be to God for the diligent efforts of so
many, our beloved church home is debt free. This achievement is but just one
of the milestones the SJAMCC Family is celebrating. This year, St John The
Apostle MCC also celebrates its 30th Anniversary of the ministry of Jesus
Christ, here in Ft Myers Florida - We are truly a blessed congregation.
With the achievement of these two Milestones, one might ask: What’s Next? Or
now what do we do? Give Thanks! Celebrate! and continue the journey, on the
path Jesus has walked before us, Miles To Go to complete the work we are
called to do in Christ’s love. Although the financial debt is just now satisfied on
the physical church building, we as followers of Christ have always been
blessed to live a debt free life each and every day, through him. Sincerely, Jack

I
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