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PASTOR’S PEN
Melodies of Faith
There are almost 2.2 billion people in the world
who are considered Christians. We have
divided ourselves into about 37,000 different
denominations. This does not include all of
those “spiritual but not religious” persons who
avoid any denominational labels and are almost
denominations of one. All consider themselves
followers of Jesus of Nazareth.
Former U.S. presidential candidate Mitt Romney said, “…
in every faith I have come to know, there are features I wish
were in my own: I love the profound ceremony of the Catholic
Mass, the approachability of God in the prayers of the
Evangelicals, the tenderness of spirit among the Pentecostals,
the confident independence of the Lutherans…” He continued,
“And so it is for hundreds of millions of our countrymen: we do
not insist on a single strain of religion—rather, we welcome our
nation’s symphony of faith.”
I believe that faith does not equal doctrine. We
experience faith, we don’t experience doctrine. That is why I
think the phrase “Symphony of Faith” is a good one. We share
our faith. And when we share faith, God’s presence is made
real. If we tried to share our doctrines it wouldn’t be a
symphony but a cacophony.
“As long as I’m singing,” writes Stacy Horn in Imperfect
Harmony, her memoir of singing in a Manhattan amateur choir,
“it’s as if I’m inhabiting another reality. I become temporarily
suspended in a world where everything bad is bearable, and
everything good feels possible.” There are worse ways to spend
an evening.
Music is a way that this sharing of faith can happen
naturally. The hymns of our youth can be like looking at an old
family album. Someone else’s family album might not mean much
to you but it means a lot to them. But as we share we create
that symphony. We will continue to sing the songs of Faith, well
known to us or one we are just learning. In the words of St.
Mama Rose from Gypsy “Sing out Louise!”
Pastor Steve Filizzi
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Lay Delegate Report May 2017
1984 was the inception of the MCC Pension Plan for USA
Pastor’s. The assessment for each MCC Affiliated
Congregation has not changed from its current level of .75
cents USD per month per member paid quarterly. If the
assessment had kept pace with inflation over the past 33
years then the current rate would be $1.72 per month per
member.
I share this with you because the MCC Governing Board
has called for a Virtual General Conference on June 7,
2017. The request is from the MCC Board of Pensions for
a vote on a change of the church assessment rate for
contributions to the USA MCC Pension Plan.
The current MCC By-Laws stipulate that the General
Conference has the only authority to set the assessment
rate. While being aware that currently there are not MCC
provided pensions for retirement benefits for our clergy
outside the USA the Governing Board remains committed
to explore feasible options.
The motions that will be voted on for MCC Affiliated
Congregations
in
the
USA
provide
investment
contributions to the MCC Pension Plan according to the
following:
2018 $1.00 USD per Member, per Month
2019 $1.25 USD per Member, per Month

Phone: (239) 344-0012

2020 $1.50 USD per Member, per Month

Visit Our Website

2021 $1.75 USD per Member, per Month

www.sjamcc.com

Thereafter, beginning in 2025, the rate will be adjusted
every 5 years, up or down, based on inflation or deflation
of the US Dollar.

BE A FAN!
Follow Us On FACEBOOK
www.facebook.com/sjamcc

Jack, Sharon or I will be glad to talk with anyone that may
have questions.
On Behalf of Jack and Sharon
Dale Weddle, Lay Delegate

OFFICE HOURS
Monday through Thursday
10:00 AM – 2 :00 PM
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WORSHIP MINISTRY

DEAN’S FOOD PANTRY

Dear Worship Ministry Volunteers of We are starting off the Spring/Summer
months with an increase in our clients
St. John the Apostle, MCC
both old and new.
“Well done, good and faithful servant.”
I would like to take this opportunity to
express my thanks and appreciation for a
job well done. Thank you so much for
your labor of love with the Worship
Ministry.
Your willingness to use your gifts and
abilities has strengthened the mission
and ministry of this church. You have
also
been
an
example
of
servant-leadership and giving. For all
your time, effort, hard work, and
prayers, please accept the thanks and
appreciation of this church, its leaders
and staff, and me. You have truly been a
blessing to this congregation!
With Sincere Gratitude,
Jonathan Hollander Deacon and
Worship Ministry Coordinator

As always we thank all of the individuals
that donate food and or money to the
Pantry and please know you will be
blessed.
If you would like to donate food items,
below is a list of items we can use and we
always accept cash/checks.









Pinto Beans 16oz bag
Mac & Cheese 7.25oz box
Jiffy Cornbread Mix 8.5oz box
Pasta Sauce 24oz
Spaghetti 16oz box
Veg’s 14.5oz can
Corn Flakes 18oz box
Fruit Cups

Besides food items we are also in need
of:






Toilet Paper
Bar Soap
Tooth Paste
Tooth Brushes
God Bless

Dean’s Food Pantry Volunteers
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DEACONS CORNER
Isaiah 61:1
He has sent me to heal the brokenhearted.
The Museum of Broken Relationships in
Zagreb, Croatia, is filled with anonymously
donated remnants of love gone wrong. There
is an axe that a jilted lover used to destroy
the furniture of an offending partner.
Stuffed animals, love letters framed in broken
glass, and wedding dresses all speak volumes of
heartache. While some visitors to the museum
leave in tears over their own loss, some couples
depart with hugs and a promise not to fail each
other.
The Old Testament prophet Isaiah,
wrote, “The Spirit of the Lord God is upon Me,
because the Lord has anointed Me to preach
good tidings to the poor; He has sent Me to
heal the brokenhearted” (Isa. 61:1). When
Jesus read from Isaiah 61 at the synagogue in
Nazareth, He said, “Today this Scripture is
fulfilled in your hearing” (Luke 4:21).
Extending far beyond help for an emotional
wound, Isaiah´s words speak of a changed
heart and a renewed spirit that come by
receiving God´s gift of “beauty for ashes, the
oil of joy for mourning, the garment of praise
for the spirit of heaviness” (Isa. 61:3).

Isaías 61:1
… me ha enviado […] a vendar a los quebrantados de corazón…
El Museo de las Relaciones Rotas, en
Zagreb, Croacia, está lleno de donaciones
anónimas de recordatorios de amores que no
funcionaron. Animales de peluche, cartas de
amor enmarcadas en vidrios rotos y vestidos
de novia hablan claramente de corazones
partidos. Algunos visitantes se van llorando al
pensar en lo que perdieron, mientras que otras
parejas salen abrazadas y prometiéndose
cumplir con lo que esperan uno del otro.
Isaías,
el
profeta
del
Antiguo
Testamento, escribió: “El Espíritu de Dios el
Señor está sobre mí, porque me ungió el Señor;
me ha enviado a predicar buenas nuevas a los
abatidos, a vendar a los quebrantados de
corazón” (Isaías 61:1). Cuando Jesús leyó este
pasaje en la sinagoga de Nazaret, señaló: “Hoy
se ha cumplido esta Escritura delante de
ustedes” (Lucas 4:21). Mucho más allá de sanar
una herida emocional, las palabras del profeta
hablan de un corazón transformado y un
espíritu renovado que nacen al recibir el regalo
de Dios de “gloria en lugar de ceniza, óleo de
gozo en lugar de luto, manto de alegría en lugar
del espíritu angustiado” (Isaías 61:3).

All of us have experienced regret and
broken promises in our lives. Whatever has
Todos
hemos
experimentado
happened, the Lord invites us to find healing, remordimientos y promesas incumplidas. Sin
hope, and new life in God.
importar lo que haya sucedido, el Señor nos
invita a hallar sanidad, esperanza y nueva vida
Lord, You are the promise-keeping God who en Él.
has said He
Señor, gracias porgue siempre cumples tus
will make all things new. Today we give You our promesas. Amén.
ashes in
Jonathan Hollander – Díacono de St. John the
exchange for Your beauty, our mourning for Apostle, MCC.
the joy of
finding comfort in You. Thank You!
Jonathan Hollander - Deacon St. John the
Apostle, MCC
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Food for Thought…from the kitchen of Adam Janowski
I have chickens on my mind.
Chicken was a staple on our table when I was growing up,
though rarely fried chicken. I
don't even think my mother
even owned an iron skillet.
Today, I have a skillet, but, like
my
mother,
rarely
make
pan-fried chicken.
I remember mom cleaning dead
chickens that had been raised
on the farm. There were times that I was forced to
help her remove pin feathers, either plucking them
by hand or burning them off with alcohol, which
gagged me unbearably. Mom would save the formed
eggs that were still in the chicken, but had not yet
grown hard shells.

love to hear from you if you decide to make them!
Serve with green beans and store-bought potato
salad for a delicious and easy weekday dinner.
Roasted Chicken Thighs
INGREDIENTS
6 whole bone-in, skin-on chicken thighs
2 eggs, beaten
1 tablespoon Dijon mustard
2 teaspoons grated lemon zest
1 tablespoon lemon juice

2 cups Panko
When I think back to the "golden years" of the 50s
and 60s, I am sure that my mother didn't miss 1 cup finely shredded Parmesan cheese
leaving the killing of chickens and plucking of their
2 teaspoons McCormick Grill Mates Montreal Chicken
feathers behind. I surely don’t.
seasoning
1 teaspoon celery salt
1 teaspoon garlic powder
1 teaspoon onion powder
1 teaspoon fresh ground black pepper
Butter-flavored baking spray
My grandparents farmhouse in Willis, Michigan. This was
the sales picture from the 1920s. The house still exists and
hasn’t changed much.

DIRECTIONS

Preheat the oven to 375 degrees. Line cookie sheet
with aluminum foil. Spray foil with butter-flavored
I also remember my grandmother retrieving errant baking spray.
chicks that had fled the chicken coop in the spring. In a large mixing bowl, whisk together eggs, mustard,
My grandmother wore long cotton shirts and skirts, a lemon juice, and lemon zest. Place chicken thighs in
“babushka” (a triangular piece of cloth) on her head, bowl and mix together until chicken is completely
and usually a long apron. She would gather the ends coated with mixture.
of the apron together, and scoop up errant chicks
In another large mixing bowl, stir together, Panko,
and return them to the coop.
Parmesan cheese, and spices.
Dad got chicks from the feed store in Willis in the
spring. We kept them in the basement with a light on Remove chicken thighs, one piece at a time, draining
that would give the chicks enough warmth to survive. well, and then dipping piece into bread crumb
He fed the chicks, chopped hard-boiled eggs. I found mixture. Pat crumbs to chicken to adhere.
it a bit strange—chicks eating their potential
brothers and sisters. I kept my concerns to myself. Place thighs on cookie sheet, skin-side down. When all
thighs have been coated with bread crumbs, spray
----I made this chicken recipe recently using a number of each generously with baking spray. Bake thighs for
sources for ideas and ended up making baked chicken 50 to 60 minutes, turning once after 30 minutes.
thighs that were absolutely delish! The crust was
In love and service, Adam
crispy and the chicken was juicy and the flavors
melded together well.
I think were my best chicken thighs ever and I would
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~ June 2017 ~
Sun

4 Pentecost

Mon

5

10a-11a Traditional
Worship

11 Trinity Sunday 12

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

9a-1:30p Lee County
Health Department
10a-12p Food Pantry
6p-7:30p N.A.M.I.
Support Group For
LGBT

Church Office Closed
7p-8p Brenner and
Beckstead Praise
Party

Church Office Closed
2:30p-4:30p GET
Network Meeting
6p-7p The Rainbow
Group of NA
8p-9p Lambda
Drummer (AA)

9

10

6

7

8

10a-12p Food Pantry
6:30p-7:30p Prayer
Team Meets
8p-9p Lambda
Drummer (AA)

10a-12:30p Game
Day
6:45p-8:15p Choir
Rehearsal

10a-12p Food Pantry Church Office Closed
6p-7:30p N.A.M.I.
Support Group For
LGBT

Church Office Closed
6p-7p The Rainbow
Group of NA
8p-9p Lambda
Drummer (AA)

13

14 Flag Day

15 Corpus Christi 16

17

10a-11a Traditional
Worship

7p-8p Remembrance 10a-12p Food Pantry
Service for Pulse
6:30p-7:30p Prayer
Club Victims
Team Meets
8p-9p Lambda
Drummer (AA)

10a-12:30p Game
Day
6:45p-8:15p Choir
Rehearsal

9a-1:30p Lee County Church Office Closed
Health Department
7p-8p SWFL Gay and
10a-12p Food Pantry Lesbian Concert
6p-7:30p N.A.M.I.
Support Group For
LGBT

Church Office Closed
10:30a-12p Trans Life
Group
6p-7p The Rainbow
Group of NA
8p-9p Lambda
Drummer (AA)

18 Father's Day

19

20

21

22

24

10a-12p Food Pantry
6:30p-7:30p Prayer
Team Meets
8p-9p Lambda
Drummer (AA)

10a-12:30p Game
Day
6:45p-8:15p Choir
Rehearsal

10a-12p Food Pantry Church Office Closed
6p-7:30p N.A.M.I.
Support Group For
LGBT

Church Office Closed
6p-7p The Rainbow
Group of NA
8p-9p Lambda
Drummer (AA)

27

28

29

Notes:

10a-12p Food Pantry
6:30p-7:30p Prayer
Team Meets
8p-9p Lambda
Drummer (AA)

10a-12:30p Game
Day
6:45p-8:15p Choir
Rehearsal

10a-12p Food Pantry Church Office Closed
6p-7:30p N.A.M.I.
Support Group For
LGBT

10a-11a Traditional
Worship
1p-2p Board of
Directors Meeting

25
10a-11a Traditional
Worship

26

23

30
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~ July 2017 ~
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1
Church Office Closed
6p-7p The Rainbow
Group of NA
8p-9p Lambda
Drummer (AA)

2

3

10a-11a Traditional
Worship

9

10

10a-11a Traditional
Worship

16

17

10a-11a Traditional
Worship
1p-2p Board of
Directors Meeting

23

24

10a-11a Traditional
Worship

30
10a-11a Traditional
Worship

4 Independence Day 5

6

7

8

10a-12p Food Pantry 10a-12:30p Game Day
6:30p-7:30p Prayer
6:45p-8:15p Choir
Team Meets
Rehearsal
8p-9p Lambda
Drummer (AA)

9a-1:30p Lee County
Health Department
10a-12p Food Pantry
6p-7:30p N.A.M.I.
Support Group For
LGBT

Church Office Closed
7p-8p Brenner and
Beckstead Praise
Party

Church Office Closed
2:30p-4:30p GET
Network Meeting
6p-7p The Rainbow
Group of NA
8p-9p Lambda
Drummer (AA)

11

13

14

15

12

10a-12p Food Pantry 10a-12:30p Game Day
6:30p-7:30p Prayer
6:45p-8:15p Choir
Team Meets
Rehearsal
8p-9p Lambda
Drummer (AA)

10a-12p Food Pantry Church Office Closed
6p-7:30p N.A.M.I.
Support Group For
LGBT

Church Office Closed
10:30a-12p Trans Life
Group
6p-7p The Rainbow
Group of NA
8p-9p Lambda
Drummer (AA)

18

20

22

19

9a-1:30p Lee County Church Office Closed
Health Department
10a-12p Food Pantry
6p-7:30p N.A.M.I.
Support Group For
LGBT

Church Office Closed
6p-7p The Rainbow
Group of NA
8p-9p Lambda
Drummer (AA)

25

27

29

26

10a-12p Food Pantry 10a-12:30p Game Day
6:30p-7:30p Prayer
6:45p-8:15p Choir
Team Meets
Rehearsal
8p-9p Lambda
Drummer (AA)

31

21

10a-12p Food Pantry 10a-12:30p Game Day
6:30p-7:30p Prayer
6:45p-8:15p Choir
Team Meets
Rehearsal
8p-9p Lambda
Drummer (AA)

Notes:

28

10a-12p Food Pantry Church Office Closed
6p-7:30p N.A.M.I.
Support Group For
LGBT

Church Office Closed
6p-7p The Rainbow
Group of NA
8p-9p Lambda
Drummer (AA)
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DANCIN’ ON THE INSIDE
Recently in a sermon Pastor Steve talked about
“actualize”, referring to putting feet to our faith
or having our daily lives express who we are as
believers. So, I decided to see how that applies
to my ‘life lesson’ of Dancin’ on the Inside. I
checked out the definition and looked up some
notes on the Web; quite a feat since I’m really
not a techie.
The word is a verb meaning to make actual or
real; turn into action or fact.
The British
dictionary says transitive verb to make actual or
real and to represent realistically. There were U
-Tubes and other electronic “wonders” to help us
on our journey and struggles to actualize what
for so long seemed impossible. And how about a
school and apprenticeship that mentors you from
start to finish in transforming yourself? Then
there was the “ultimate life purpose course” for
personal development. Hmmmm….

Then there’s the issue of the long journey and all
the struggles. Actualize could be those promises
“I will never leave or forsake you”. (Joshua 1:5,
John 14:18, Hebrews 13:5).
As for a school and apprenticeship to mentor
me…. Well I believe one of the names or
identities of Jesus was Teacher. And Jesus said,
“I will send you the Comforter who will lead you
in all things”. The Holy Spirit whom Jesus was
referring to is also known as Teacher. So I think
I’ll see what they have to say about actualize or
make real. It seems you couldn’t find a better
role model or teacher than either of these!
Finally, there’s the video of the ultimate life
purpose. Seems to me that my Bible would have
something to say about that; my bible, pastor and
spiritual growth teachers might have some
direction to determine a “life purpose.”
I
remember a verse saying, “I have come that you
might have life and have it in abundance”. (John
10:10)
We’re even given insight into God’s
purpose for us and for God’s church/people.
(Ephesians 3:9-12) The Bible teaches an ultimate
life purpose is to walk in Love, practice Grace and
live in Peace (all gifts of the Spirit).

So I began to seek how does this term
“actualize” help me keep “Dancin” when life
situations, decisions and/or abilities require me
to do what at times, I’m “not where I was”, or
“not there yet”. How does this help me grow in
Faith, practice Grace and live with Joy? (Yes, all
with caps since I’m referring to gifts of God and
Holy Spirit: the things that create a Christ-like
So when I “Dance On The Inside” and that dance
life.
becomes God working in me then I can actualize
or represent realistically and live an authentic
First, it is God who creates and “makes actual or life of God’s purpose and share the goodness of
real”. When I apply God’s Word to my life, God God in whatever way in wherever place God has
creates in and through me to bring a reality of caused me to “Dance”.
Love and Grace. My part is to DO what God leads
me to and give thanks for the promises that “I
can do all things through Christ who strengthens By Deacon Bonnie Moore
me”. (Phil. 4: 13) and “He leads me” (Ps. 23:2).
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Are You Drought Tolerant?
These past few months have been a real learning experience for our family and plantings. I don’t
know about you, but we have done a true soul search over the amount of water we use both in and
out of our home. Each year we experience our “dry season” but this year has been a record breaker
with the lack of rain combined with dry air. Multiple people in our neighborhood have been cited for
watering on the wrong days and at the wrong times. Our sprinkler system is shut off, and I manually
turn it on, during designated times only to be sure that we are doing our part.
Additionally, we have monitored the pool closely, and allowed it to get lower than normal, hoping for
a rain to fill it, instead of using our well. Also, we have been consumed by the recently trending succulent craze! Driving back from Key West a few months ago, we stopped at nursery near Key Largo,
under new management, and beautifully maintained. Kurt found some unique succulent displays
and thought that he and his Mom could work to create some items to be offered at the Earth Day
Plant and art sale at SJAMCC. From that moment on, we have grown to enjoy watering little, delicate
plantings with drips of water from a straw, rather than a nozzle and garden hose.
Do you voraciously consume water? Or do you use only what you need to help conserve this precious
resource during the “dry season”.

Please AccessJack at: 239.839.5927
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