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LAY DELEGATE
As we bring to a close this eventful church calendar year we reflect
on elections that were decided and those that were not. On
Tuesday, November 8, 2016, the President of the USA was elected
to office. On Tuesday, July 5, 2016 in Victoria, British Columbia the
mission tasked by MCC was for the Clergy and the Laity to elect a
new Moderator. Well qualified
candidates were vetted and
presented to the collective body of MCC for their vote. After
numerous attempts, the number of votes needed to win the election
was not achieved by any of the 4 candidates. Rev Dr Nancy Wilson
stated the will of the body had spoken, and there would not be a
Moderator Elect from this General Conference.
On Monday, October 3, 2016, The MCC Governing Board, upon
completing their revolutionary task of appointing an interim
Moderator, announced their choice to be Reverend Rachelle D.
Brown. Our denomination will be led by Rev Brown for the next
three years until the 2019 General Conference to be held in
Orlando, FL. In reviewing the accomplishments of Rev Brown,
available to all on the MCC website by selecting the Interim
Moderator from the Leadership drop down menu, the Governing
Board has a made an excellent choice for this position.
As with any situation in transition, there is time needed to
reflect on what has been, what is experienced presently, and what
will be in the future. We as the body of MCC were not yet ready for
some(one) to begin where Rev Dr Nancy Wilson’s tenure ended. The
collective “WE” needed to reflect and with the foresight of our due
process, we will have that ability to reflect with Rev Rachelle Brown
as our guide through this time of transition.
On behalf of Bruce Mericle, Glenda Enterline, and me, we would
like to thank the congregation of SJAMCC for the blessings and
support you have provided to us over these past 3 years of service
to you. If you bless me with another 3 year term, as Lay Delegate of
SJAMCC, I will do my very best to represent our congregation as we
navigate and grow together within MCC.
Jack Lewis, Lay Delegate
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PASTOR’S PEN
GOD IS IN THE MANGER
Dietrich Bonhoeffer wrote “God is
in the manger, wealth in poverty,
light in darkness, succor in
abandonment. No evil can befall us;
whatever men may do to us,
they cannot but serve the God who
is secretly revealed as love and
rules the world and our lives.”
At the heart of this reflection is that Advent and
Christmas teaches us that God Comes to us. Our job
is to be watchful and wait.
Bonhoeffer also reminds us that this is not just an
event from 2000 years ago. It happens again and
again today. “Jesus stands at the door knocking
(Rev. 3:20). In total reality, he comes in the form of
the beggar, of the dissolute human child in ragged
clothes, asking for help. He confronts you in every
person that you meet. As long as there are people,
Christ will walk the earth as your neighbor, as the
one through whom God calls you, speaks to you,
makes demands on you. That is the great seriousness
and great blessedness of the Advent message.
Christ is standing at the door; he lives in the form
of a human being among us.”
May Advent, Christmas and the New Year be times
of experience Christ in each other.

Pastor Steve Filizzi

OFFICE HOURS
Monday through Thursday
10:00 AM – 2 :00 PM
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VALENTINE’S DINNER AND

I ran into an article about the First
MYSTERY THEATER PLAY
Thanksgiving. Sorry Massachusetts and the
Just think of enjoying an Adam Janowski
Pilgrims. But the first Thanksgiving was held in prepared dinner while a “who done it” mystery
Florida 55 years before the Pilgrims landed at play is going on around your dinner table. On
Plymouth Rock.
February 10, 2017 you and your Valentine can
enjoy just such an event. The GET Network
The newly arrived colonists to St Augustine (Gender Equality Trust Network) and Saint
shared a feast of Thanksgiving with Native John the Apostle MCC will be holding the joint
Americans on September 8, 1565.
fundraising event in our church.
Unlike the Pilgrims of Plymouth Rock (1621) the
Spanish did not have the benefit of raising
crops for a whole year. The Spanish shared with
the Natives the leftovers from their long
voyage. The menu was a stew of salted pork and
garbanzo beans, accompanied with ships bread
and red wine.

The joy of this event, in addition to great
food and a fantastic play, is in sharing with another community organization that works to
expand equality for all. The proceeds from the
Dinner/Play will be split equally between the two
organizations.

The GET Network was established a little
While the Florida Thanksgiving menu was over a year ago to help support, educate and
hearty let us Continue sharing the Pilgrims menu benefit the transgendered community in Southof turkey, stuffing, vegetables and cranberry west Florida. Grown to over 120 members the
sauce.
group meets on the first Saturday of each
month at SJAMCC.
A core value of Metropolitan Community
Church is community. It is a part of our name
and directs us at SJAMCC to share our values
with individuals and groups in Southwest Florida. We recently held a joint fundraising dinner/
concert with the Southwest Florida Gay & Lesbian Chorus which was our first shared fundraising event. Now we are extending community
with the GET Network for our Valentine’s
fundraising dinner/play.
Tickets and pricing for the VALENTINE’S
DINNER AND MYSTERY THEATER PLAY will
be available after Christmas at SJAMCC or
through the GET Network.
We invite you to come join in our community
for food, fun and the spirit of sharing.

Please save the date,
February 10, 2017.
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DEACONS CORNER
Great Expectations

GRANDES EXPECTATIVAS

Per my earnest expectation and hope that Conforme a mi anhelo y esperanza de que en nada
in
nothing I shall be ashamed, but with all seré avergonzado; […] como siempre, ahora también
boldness, as always, so now also Christ will be será magnificado Cristo… —Filipenses 1:20
magnified. —Philippians 1:20
I once asked a counselor what the major
issues were that brought people to him. Without hesitation, he said, “The root of many
problems is broken expectations; if not dealt
with, they mature into anger and bitterness.”
In our best moments, it’s easy to expect
that we will find ourselves in a good place
surrounded by good people who like and affirm
us. But life has a way of breaking those
expectations. What then?

Una vez, le pregunté a un consejero cuáles eran los
temas más importantes por los que la gente acudía
a él. Sin vacilar, afirmó: «La raíz de muchos
problemas son las expectativas frustradas. Si no se
tratan, generan enojo y amargura».

En nuestros mejores momentos, es fácil esperar
encontrarnos en un buen lugar, rodeados de personas que nos quieren y nos elogian. Pero la vida tiene
una tendencia a frustrar esas expectativas. ¿Qué
hay que hacer?
Encerrado en una cárcel y mortificado por algunos
creyentes de Roma que no lo apreciaban (Filipenses
1:15-16), Pablo permanecía sorprendentemente
entusiasta. Consideraba que Dios le había dado un
nuevo campo misionero. Bajo arresto domiciliario,
les testificaba de Cristo a los guardias, lo cual
introdujo el evangelio en la casa del César. Y aunque
sus opositores predicaban el evangelio por motivos
equivocados, Cristo era predicado, y Pablo se
regocijaba (v. 18).

Stuck in jail and beset by fellow believers
in Rome who didn’t like him (Phil. 1:15-16), Paul
remained surprisingly upbeat. As he saw it,
God had given him a new mission field. While
under house arrest, he witnessed to the
guards about Christ, which sent the gospel into
Caesar’s house. And even though those
opposing him were preaching the gospel from
wrong motives, Christ was being preached, so
Paul rejoiced (v.18).
El apóstol nunca esperó estar en un gran lugar ni
Paul never expected to be in a great place resultar agradable a todos. Solamente deseaba que
or to be well liked. His only expectation was Cristo fuera magnificado en él (v. 20). No estaba
that “Christ will be magnified” through him decepcionado.
(v.20). He wasn’t disappointed.
Si nuestra expectativa es manifestar a Cristo
If our expectation is to make Christ visible
to those around us regardless of where we are
or who we are with, we will find those
expectations met and even exceeded. Christ will
be magnified.

Jonathan Hollander Deacon St.
John the Apostle

ante quienes nos rodean, sin importar dónde
ni con
quiénes estemos, nos sentiremos más que
satisfechos. El Señor será magnificado.
Jonathan Hollander Diacono de St. John the
Apostle
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Food for Thought…from the kitchen of Adam Janowski
Adam’s Italian Lemon Cream Cake
Although I have
always liked to cook
and bake, I never
thought I could cook
for large groups like
the
2nd
Sunday
Brunch or fundraising
dinners we have had at
St. Johns. When I
first joined St. Johns
I volunteered to help
serve brunch, never
thinking that someday
I would be creating
menus and executing meals for groups as large as 80
people. It still amazes me that I can pull it off at a
reasonable price, with good quality and taste, satisfying most people. I do struggle with individual needs
such as gluten-free, nut-free, vegetarian, etc. I work
with a simple home kitchen with usually a staff of
one—me! (John does dishwashing, taste-testing, delivering, helping set-up, serving, cleaning, and generally
keeping me sane, for which I am very, very thankful!)
I am grateful that God has given me a talent that
I did not know I had. And I am humbled by the words
of praise that come from satisfied diners. It can
often take days of planning, deciding, modifying,
purchasing, fixing, delivering and serving a meal that
is over in about an hour. The dinner itself has an
ethereal quality about it. What took hours to prepare
is gone within minutes. I am lucky if I take a photo of
the end result and often I don’t--to my regret.

1 15.25-ounce box Betty Crocker Super Moist Lemon
Cake Mix
3 eggs
1/2 cup oil
1 cup cold water
1 teaspoon grated lemon zest
1 10-ounce jar of Dickinson’s Lemon Curd (or you can
make your own)
2 cups heavy whipping cream
2 good sized tablespoons of confectioners’ sugar
(sweeten to your preferred taste)
1 8-ounce container of mascarpone cream cheese
1 and 1/2 teaspoons lemon flavoring.
Canned whipping cream
Jelly lemon jelly candy pieces (Optional-found on Amazon.com)
Directions
Heat oven to 350 degrees.
Grease and flour 3 9-inch baking pans or use a baking
spray with flour. If you only have 2 pans, will have to
reserve some batter and re-use one baking pan.
Prepare cake mix as directed adding 1 teaspoon grated
lemon zest to the ingredients. Divide 3 equal portions
and spread in cake pans. Bake approximately 15 to 20
minutes until lightly browned. Do not overbake!
Remove from oven and allow to cool on rack for at least
10 minutes. Using a cookie sheet or big plate lined with
parchment paper, flip the cake over and out of the baking pans. Allow to cool to room temperature, then refrigerate for about an hour until chilled and firm.
When cool, spread about a 1/3 of a cup of the lemon
curd on each cake layer.

Whip the cream until it starts to come to soft peaks.
Add confectioners’ sugar, lemon flavoring and mascarpone, and continue to beat until hard peaks form. Do not
I got the idea to make overbeat.

a lemon cream cake for
the Lip-Schtick dinner
after having a piece of
Italian Limoncello Cake
at Bruno’s of Brooklyn
Italian Eatery restaurant
in downtown Fort Myers.
If you haven’t been there
yet, I highly recommend
it. I don’t normally cook
with alcohol so had to
find a substitute. The
Dickinson’s Lemon Curd
worked nicely. If I had
the time, I would search
out a recipe for lemon curd on the Internet and make
it from scratch, but Dickinson’s is very nice and it
certainly is a timesaver.

You have a couple of options at this point. You can
spread the cream equally on top of the lemon curd on
the bottom and middle layers which is what I do, or you
can reserve some of the cream and frost the sides of
the cake with the reserved cream.
Put in refrigerator and chill about 4 hours or overnight
before serving. This cake keeps well in the refrigerator.
Cut into serving size slices and place slices on their side.
Spritz some canned whipping cream on each slice, then
garnish with a piece of optional lemon jelly candy.
This cake is very rich so small slices will go far.

--in love and service,
Adam

The Channel, St. John the Apostle MCC

Page 6

~ December 2016 ~
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

10a-12p Food Pantry

Church Office Closed

Church Office Closed
6p-7p The Rainbow
Group of NA
8p-9p Lambda
Drummer (AA)
The GET Network
2:30p – 4:30pm
Swinging at Santa’s
Place Dinner 6p Show
7:30p

8

4

5

6

7

9

10

10a-11a Traditional
Worship

6p-7:30p N.A.M.I.
Support Group For
LGBT

9a-1:30p Lee County
Health Department
10a-12p Food Pantry
6:30p-7:30p Prayer
Team Meets
8p-9p Lambda
Drummer (AA)

10a-12:30p Game Day 10a-12p Food Pantry
6:45p-8:15p Choir
Rehearsal

Church Office Closed

Church Office Closed
6p-7p The Rainbow
Group of NA
8p-9p Lambda
Drummer (AA)

11

12

13

14

16

17

10a-11a Traditional
Worship

6p-7:30p N.A.M.I.
Support Group For
LGBT

10a-12p Food Pantry
6:30p-7:30p Prayer
Team Meets
8p-9p Lambda
Drummer (AA)

10a-12:30p Game Day 10a-12p Food Pantry
6:45p-8:15p Choir
Rehearsal

Church Office Closed

Church Office Closed
10:30a-12p Trans Life
Group
6p-7p The Rainbow
Group of NA
8p-9p Lambda
Drummer (AA)

18

19

20

21

23

24

10a-11a Traditional
Worship

6p-7:30p N.A.M.I.
Support Group For
LGBT

10a-12p Food Pantry
6:30p-7:30p Prayer
Team Meets
8p-9p Lambda
Drummer (AA)

10a-12:30p Game Day 10a-12p Food Pantry
5:30p-6:30p Board of
Directors Meeting
6:45p-8:15p Choir
Rehearsal

Church Office Closed

Church Office Closed
6p-7p The Rainbow
Group of NA
7p-8p CHRISTMAS
EVE SERVICE
8p-9p Lambda
Drummer (AA)

25 Christmas

26

27

28

30

31

10a-12p Food Pantry
6:30p-7:30p Prayer
Team Meets
8p-9p Lambda
Drummer (AA)

10a-12:30p Game Day 10a-12p Food Pantry
6:45p-8:15p Choir
Rehearsal

Church Office Closed

Church Office Closed
6p-7p The Rainbow
Group of NA
8p-9p Lambda
Drummer (AA)

NO CHRISTMAS DAY 6p-7:30p N.A.M.I.
Support Group For
SERVICE
LGBT

15

22

29
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~ January 2017 ~
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1 New Year's Day 2

3

4

10a-11a Traditional
Worship

6p-7:30p N.A.M.I.
Support Group For
LGBT

9a-1:30p Lee County
Health Department
10a-12p Food Pantry
6:30p-7:30p Prayer
Team Meets
8p-9p Lambda
Drummer (AA)

10a-12:30p Game
Day
6:45p-8:15p Choir
Rehearsal

5

6 Epiphany
7
10a-12p Food Pantry Church Office Closed Church Office Closed
6p-7p The Rainbow
Group of NA
8p-9p Lambda
Drummer (AA)
The GET Network
2:30p -4:30p

8

9

10

11

12

10a-11a Traditional
Worship

6p-7:30p N.A.M.I.
Support Group For
LGBT

10a-12p Food Pantry
6:30p-7:30p Prayer
Team Meets
8p-9p Lambda
Drummer (AA)

10a-12:30p Game
Day
6:45p-8:15p Choir
Rehearsal

10a-12p Food Pantry Church Office Closed Church Office Closed
6p-7p The Rainbow
Group of NA
8p-9p Lambda
Drummer (AA)

15

16 Martin Luther

17

18

King
6p-7:30p N.A.M.I.
Support Group For
LGBT

10a-12p Food Pantry
6:30p-7:30p Prayer
Team Meets
8p-9p Lambda
Drummer (AA)

19
20 Inauguration
10a-12:30p Game
10a-12p Food Pantry Day
Day
Church Office Closed
5:30p-6:30p Board of
Directors Meeting
6:45p-8:15p Choir
Rehearsal

21

10a-11a Traditional
Worship

22

23

24

25

26

28

10a-11a Traditional
Worship

6p-7:30p N.A.M.I.
Support Group For
LGBT

10a-12p Food Pantry
6:30p-7:30p Prayer
Team Meets
8p-9p Lambda
Drummer (AA)

10a-12:30p Game
Day
6:45p-8:15p Choir
Rehearsal

10a-12p Food Pantry Church Office Closed Church Office Closed
6p-7p The Rainbow
Group of NA
8p-9p Lambda
Drummer (AA)
Bob Bodycomb
Memorial Service 12p

29

30

31

Notes: Memorial Service for Bob Bodycomb will be

10a-11a Traditional
Worship

6p-7:30p N.A.M.I.
Support Group For
LGBT

10a-12p Food Pantry
6:30p-7:30p Prayer
Team Meets
8p-9p Lambda
Drummer (AA)

13

27

14

Church Office Closed
10:30a-12p Trans Life
Group
6p-7p The Rainbow
Group of NA
8p-9p Lambda
Drummer (AA)

held January 28th, 12:00 pm at Saint John the Apostle
MCC. If you knew Bob, you know he loved Christmas!
In the spirit of Bob and Christmas, Pete has requested
you wear your favorite Christmas attire! Per Bob’s
request there will be a 50/50 raffle!
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DEAN”S FOOD PANTRY

2016 CHRISTMAS TOY DRIVE

We have seen a significant increase in clients St. John the Apostle Metropolitan Community Church in partnership with ICAN
in the past few weeks. This trend leads us to
You: pick up a 'gift wish list’ for a child.
believe we will be increasing the number of cliYou: use that list to select your gift purchase
ents by 30% or more
for that child. It could be all the items on the
list or not, depending on their cost and your
On Friday, November 18th Rascal’s held a ben- budget.
efit for Dean’s Pantry. “The Golden Age of You: wrap that gift purchase placing the

Drag Show”, hosted by Ginger Snapp was a provided 'gift tag'
identifying the child and their case ID
great success.
information onto it.
If you are wondering what food items to You: return the wrapped and tagged gift to
donate? Below is a list of the items we need. SJAMCC by Dec. 18th.
These staples, listed below are used to create That is how easy and wonderful it can be to
keep the Christmas spirit alive among all those
a bag of groceries.
concerned about our community at this
celebration of the birth of our savior Jesus
 Pinto Beans 16 ounce bag
Christ.


Macaroni and Cheese 7.25 box



Jiffy Mix 8.5 ounce box



Pasta Sauce 24 ounce can



Spaghetti 16 ounce box



Vegetables 14.5 ounce can



Corn Flakes 18 ounce box



Fruit Cups

Beside food items these are also in great need:


Toilet Paper



Bar Soap.



Tooth Paste



Tooth Brushes

Dean’s Food Pantry
Volunteers

The children you are helping to have a happy
and wonder filled Christmas are part of our
community that are affected or infected by
H.I.V. or A.I.D.S. and the related problems
arising from it.
Thanking you in advance for your participation
in this endeavor of sharing and caring about
the larger community of SJAMCC.
PEACE – LOVE – FAITH – JOY
For questions or additional info, call the church
office: 239.344.0012.
We are located at: 3049 McGregor Blvd., Fort
Myers, Florida. 33901
Bob Schneider, Carol Greschow, Elijah and
Cheryl Rapp
Program Committee
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Happy Christmas
Merry New Year!
People have a variety of ways of wishing one another well at the holidays. Change it up, have some fun, in
our world today, it’s often difficult to know what to say, or how to say it. However, if one’s intentions are
sincere, with no malice, and you have the love of Jesus Christ in your heart, your message will be warmly
received. Relax!
Our neighborhood Publix has a dear cashier who is filled with the Holy Spirit. She is as pleasant as the day is
long and does her very best to be sure that you know that she is blessed, and she does her darndest to be
sure she offers the blessings of Jesus Christ to you, no matter what the season. What is it we so often say?
“Hi, How Are You Today?” Does anyone one of us really mean that? Do we actually want to know how
someone truly is? And, what is the most common response? “Fine, How Are You?” Are we all truly fine? All
the time? Well this cashier, let’s call her ”Mary”, is “Blessed”, as you enter her checkout, no matter how
challenging or pleasant the person has been in the line ahead of you, Mary looks at you and says Hello, and
How are you? She honestly looks as if she is ready to help remedy any concern that you may mention, but
as so many of us say, “Fine Thanks, How Are You?” And, Mary’s response is always the same: “I’m
BLESSED! Thanks.” Now other small talk always ensues during the time at her checkout, the weather, the
frozen food selections, that’s a nice looking tomato, the time needed to pay, due to the new chip in the
credit card. But, as one is about to leave Mary’s company, she is certain to be sure to let her brother or
sister know to have a BLESSED day.
Wishing everyone a BLESSED Holiday Season, and many blessings in all of the seasons we enjoy here in
South West Florida, Jack Lewis

Please AccessJack at: 239.839.5927

I
I
Page 12 I

I
The Channel, St. John the Apostle
I MCC

I
NON PROFIT ORG.

Saint John the Apostle
Metropolitan Community Church
3049 McGregor Boulevard
Fort Myers, FL 33901

U.S. POSTAGE PAID
FORT MYERS, FL
PERMIT #048

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

THE CHANNEL AD RATES
Prepaid Annual Rates

414 COPIES OF THE CHANNEL ARE
PRINTED AND DISTRIBUTED…
PLEASE SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS !!
TO BECOME ONE, CALL 344-0012

Business Cards
$125
1/4 Page
$190
1/2 Page
$375
Full Page
$500
Prepaid Semi Annual (3 issues) Rates
Business Cards
$70
1/4 Page
$100
1/2 Page
$200
Full Page
$280
Prepaid Per Issue Rates
Business Cards
$25
1/4 Page
$40
1/2 Page
$75
Full Page
$100
TO PLACE YOUR AD, PLEASE CALL 344-0012

