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   The Capital Campaign Committee continues to carry out its goal of raising money to pay off the 
mortgage on the church.  Through various fundraisers we have achieved a little over half of that 
goal. 
 

     On July 16th, we had a bingo game event, including a lite dinner, which proved to be very success-
ful (see below) we raised close to $1,000.00 through this event. 
 

     The next event we have planned is for September17th, which is our BBQ. We do know it will be a 
fun filled event with LOTS of great BBQ food, along with side dishes and also some games and en-
tertainment.  As of now we have not gotten all of the details ironed out. An announcement will be 
made at church with additional event details. 
 

     On October 29th, we will be having a Halloween Dance. As we mentioned in our previous announce-
ment about this event, be sure to start getting your costumes ready for the fun evening. We will 
have music, food, drinks, games, and a ghostly good time!! 
 

     As with any good Halloween event, you should be ready for some unexpected things to happen!  
You never know who, or what might be lurking around the next corner, or in the darkest corners of 
the church.  If you don’t plan on being there, you will miss out on all of the surprises and prizes this 
event promises to have. 
 

     We are still in the planning stage, so there are some final details to work out.  However, you can 
count on prizes for the best costume.  We will also have prizes for things such the best costumed 
couple, best costume, maybe the scariest costume, etc.  There will be prizes for the games we play 
too. 
 

Be sure to mark your calendar for both the September 17th and October 29th events at SJAMCC. 

Congratulations we sold 96% of the tickets we had available, selling 46 out of the 48 tickets. The 
event was advertised as a “Lite supper with Bingo” and we delivered!! This is a wonderful accomplish-
ment. Thank you to all who participated!  
 

     A Special Thank You to a couple kind hearted folks who purchased and donated tickets to be 
used by individual(s) who wanted to attend, but might not been able to afford it.  
 

          The great tasting sandwiches were provided by Pete & Rudy, who did their usual great job.  
They prepared Sloppy Joes , potato chips, a pickle, and 2 cookies, along with a drink .  
 

     In addition to our usual great group of dedicated Capital Campaign Committee members (Julie 
Hover, Carol Greschow, Jennifer Grattan, Mary Leigh, and Susan Adkins), we were blessed with ad-
ditional help for this event.  Rudy  and  Maxine called all the Bingo games.  Bev also baked the cook-
ies.  

          A total of nine games were played.  Prizes consisted of mostly of $25 gift cards from various 
places such as Publix, JC Penney, Kohl’s, etc.  Thank you to Mary and Susan for providing two game 
winners a beautiful plant in ceramic pot.  The ninth game was the grand prize game and the winner 
won a $25 gift card to Carrabba’s, and a beautiful handmade Azzurra bowl, from Turkey.   
 

          Everyone I have talked to said they had a great time.  It was another fun filled event, with 
good food, great company (of course, most of us are SJAMCC’ers).  What a wonderful way to spend 
a Saturday evening!!             

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN COMMITTEE 

A Little BINGO and Lite Supper 

Wayne Green 
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OFFICE HOURS 

Monday  through Thursday 

10:00 AM –  2 :00 PM 

     You probably have heard by now that we 
were unable to elect a new Moderator for 
MCC. For many that has been looked upon as 
a sign of disunity. I couldn’t disagree more. 
For me it is a sign that we have grown up. 
Four excellent candidates were presented. 
Each had their strengths and weaknesses. 
Yet after five votes, we could not agree and 

yet we were not and are not anxious. The Moderator is not 
MCC just as the Pastor is not the local church.  
 
     But we were able to come together in almost unanimous 
agreement. On what you might ask. Well we agreed on our 
statement of Faith. We agreed on the important stuff.   We 
agreed that God loves everyone and everyone is deserving of 
respect. Please read and reflect on MCC Statement of Faith.  
 
MCC Statement of Faith   
 
Preamble 
     Metropolitan Community Churches is one chapter in the 
story of the Church, the Body of Christ. We are people on a 
journey, learning to live into our spirituality, while affirming 
our bodies, our genders, our sexualities. We don't all believe 
exactly the same things. And yet in the midst of our diversi-
ty, we build community, grounded in God's radically inclusive 
love for all people. We are part of an ongoing conversation on 
matters of belief and faith, shaped by scripture and the his-
toric creeds, building on those who have come before us. Our 
chapter begins when God says to us: "Come, taste, and see."  
 
Our Faith 
     "Come, taste, and see." Jesus Christ. You invite all people 
to Your open table. You make us Your people, a beloved com-
munity. You restore the joy of our relationship with God, 
even in the midst of loneliness, despair, and degradation. We 
are each unique and we all belong, a priesthood of all believ-
ers. Baptized and filled with Your Holy Spirit. You empower 
us to be Your healing presence in a hurting world.  
 
     We expect to see Your reign on earth as it is in heaven as 
we work toward a world where everyone has enough, wars 
cease, and all creation lives in harmony. We affirm Your 
charge to all of humanity to care for the land, sea, and air. 
Therefore, we will actively resist systems and structures 
which are destroying Your creation.  
 
Pastor Steve Filizzi 

                    PASTOR’S PEN 

TOGETHER 

mailto:worshipteam@sjamcc.com
mailto:admin@sjamcc.com
mailto:board@sjamcc.com
mailto:worshipteam@sjamcc.com
mailto:delegate@sjamcc.com
http://www.sjamcc.com/
http://www.sjamcc.com/
http://www.sjamcc.com/
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Proverbs 4:23 

Above all else, guard your heart, for everything you do 
flows from it.   

 During the early 1970s in Ghana, a poster titled 
“The Heart of Man” appeared on walls and public notice 
boards.  In one picture, all kinds of reptiles – symbols of 
the vile and despicable – filled the heart-shaped painting 
with the head of a very unhappy man on top of it.  In an-
other image, the heart-shaped painting was clean and se-
rene with the head of a contented man.  The captions be-
neath the images read: “What is the condition of your 
heart?” 

 In Matthews 15:18-19, Jesus explained what pol-
lutes a person.  “The things that come out of a person´s 
mouth come from the heart, and these defile them.  For 
out of the heart come evil thoughts – murder, adultery, 
sexual immorality, theft, false testimony, slander” (NIV).  
That is the condition of a heart separated from God – the 
situation ancient Israelites found themselves in when 
their sins forced them into exile (Ezek. 36:23).  

 God´s promise in Ezekiel 36:26 is beautiful: “I will 
give you a new heart, and I will put a new spirit in you.  I 
will take out your stony, stubborn heart and give you a 
tender, responsive heart (NLT; see also 11:19).  God will 
take away our stubborn hearts that have been corrupted 
by all kinds of evil and give to us a clean heart that is re-
sponsive to God.  Praise God for such a wonderful gift.  
Amen.   

Jonathan Hollander  

Deacon of St. John the Apostle, MCC.  

     

Proverbios 4: 23 

Con toda diligencia guarda tu corazón, porque de él brotan 
las manantiales de la vida.   

 A comienzos de la década de 1970, en Ghana, apa-
reció en las paredes y las carteleras públicas un póster 
titulado “El corazón del hombre”.  En una de las imágenes, 
varias clases de reptiles (símbolos de lo malo y desprecia-
ble) llenaban la pintura con forma de corazón coronada con 
la cabeza de un hombre sumamente infeliz.  En la otra, el 
corazón estaba limpio y sereno, con la cabeza de un hom-
bre contento.  La leyenda decía: “¿Cómo está tu corazón?”.   

 En Mateo 15:18-19, Jesús explicó qué contamina a 
una persona: “lo que sale de la boca, del corazón sale; y 
esto contamina al hombre.  Porque del corazón salen los 
malos pensamientos, los homicidios, los adulterios, las for-
nicaciones, los hurtos, los falsos testimonios, las blasfe-
mias”.  Así está el corazón separado de Dios; condición en 
la que se encontraron los israelitas cuando fueron exilia-

dos a causa de sus pecados (Ezequiel 36:23).  

 La promesa de Dios in Ezequiel 36:26 es hermosa: 
“Os daré corazón nuevo, y pondré espíritu nuevo dentro de 
vosotros; y quitaré de vuestra carne el corazón de piedra, 
y os daré un corazón de carne” (ver también 11:19).  Esta 
misma promesa se aplica a nosotros hoy.  Alabemos al Se-
ñor por tan maravilloso don.   

Jonathan  

Diácono de St. John the Apostle, MCC.   

 

 

 

A sincere and vey special “Thank You” for all your dona-

tions to Dean’s Food Pantry. We continue to provide non 

perishable food to about 100 persons a month. We could 

not achieve this without the support from our church 

family, here at Saint Johns and the support from our 

business community. We appreciate everybody’s continued 

commitment. 

      If you are wondering what food items to donate?   

Below is a list of the items. These  staples, listed above 

and below, are used to create a bag of groceries. 

 Pinto Beans 16 ounce bag 

 Macaroni and Cheese 7.25 box 

 Jiffy Mix 8.5 ounce box 

 Pasta Sauce 24 ounce can 

 Spaghetti 16 ounce box 

 Vegetables 14.5 ounce can 

 Corn Flakes 18 ounce box 

 Fruit Cups 

  

Beside food items these are also in great need: 

  Toilet Paper   

   Bar Soap. 

   Tooth Paste 

   Tooth Brushes  

 

Thank You! Dean’s Food Pantry Volunteers 

DEACONS CORNER 

CORAZONES  TRANSFORMADOS 

DEAN’S FOOD PANTRY 

TRANSFORMED HEARTS 
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Thank you to the Congregation of SJAMCC for giving 
me the opportunity to represent you in body, mind, 
and spirit in Victoria, the capital city of British Colum-
bia, Canada, at the MCC General Conference. Travel 
was an all-day affair both to, and from Ft Myers FL, 
the summer weather in the Pacific North West was in 
a word: Wonderful! The accommodations at the Fair-
mont Empress Hotel and Convention Center were 
beautiful and efficient. The Empress Hotel opened in 
January of 1908 and overlooks the entire inner harbor 
of Victoria. My room was on the 6th floor, within the 
steep roofline of the grand old structure in a wing of 
the hotel that featured 3 sets of dormers in the roof, 
the 6th floor being the middle set of dormers. The 
rooms above me were only able to be reached by 
stairs and at one time housed the infamous dowagers, 
widows of wealthy families, whom were rented rooms 
in the deep, dormered recesses of the attics, for  
decades at the cost of $1/day – the last of them  
leaving in 1989, rumored to have run off with a      
bellman to Palm Springs FL. 

As is the MCC tradition, General Conference is held 
every 3 years, alternately between an international 
conference location and a US based conference      
location. So in 2019, The MCC General Conference will 
be held in the continental US. Breaking tradition, the 
next conference location was announced during the 
Conference opening worship service, Monday – 4th of 
July. The relevance of the 2019 US Based conference 
location predicated this change from its usual         
announcement, during the last worship service of the 
conference. The 2019 MCC General Conference was 
negotiated and contracted a year and a half ago, in 
the fall 2014 to be held at the Orlando Hilton. This 
was most relevant to announce immediately to the    
attendees due to the overwhelming support of the   
Orlando based Joy MCC and its Pastor, Reverend  
Terri and congregation by the conference attendees. 

And so the conference began, with daily worship    
services both in the morning and the evening. We    
began the business of the church each day with 
themed worship and prayer, and ended each day with 
thankfulness for the time we had with one another, 
learning, sharing, and exploring our faith with themed 
worship and prayer. Our interim Pastor Phyllis was 
challenged with the liturgical arts for the conference 
and succeeded in having a massive cocoon suspended 
from the ceiling of the main venue and facilitated   
nature by having the chrysalis transform throughout 

events and EMERGE as a beautiful Butterfly by weeks 
end. The 12 themed worship services ranged from 
youth led to native Canadian, to a musically based, to a 
preaching drag queen with dance music, and every-
thing in between. Lights, Videos, an orchestra and 
choir, there was in deed something for everyone. 

The business aspect of conference was in fact quite 
exciting as well; there was a forum of questions and 
answers, much like the budget forum, we hold prior to 
our annual congregational meeting. This was a time for 
Rev Dr. Nancy Wilson to open discussion regarding the 
business meeting agenda, so as to maximize our time 
during the actual business meeting. There was discus-
sion presented and led by the chairpersons regarding 
the updated mission statement, qualification and  
election of the new governing board, and of course 
detailed discussion on the qualification and election of 
our denominations new Moderator. Each of the       
candidates was given the opportunity to speak to the 
body and received warm reception. There were several 
attempts to conduct business, or to make motions 
from the floor during this session and the conference 
was reminded that this was just a Q & A, and the  
conducting of business would need to take place     
during the actual business meeting. The forum itself 
answered many unanswered questions regarding the 
business meeting itself and was overwhelming. The 
legislation, if you will, of the greater MCC church is 
important and demanding business. Our church is out 
there, we are vibrant and alive, and the mechanism of 
managing a worldwide organization was working     
seamlessly. It’s difficult to describe the awe of being 
a part of something so much bigger than myself, 
SJAMCC, and Greater Ft Myers, FL. 

The actual business meeting was amazing and thrilling 
to experience the power that a voting individual, led 
by the spirit, has in this conference arena. Clergy and 
Lay Delegate alike have the ability and the platform 
to make history within the context of the meeting. 
Moderator, staff, facilitators, and chairpersons have 
the obligation to allow the body to speak and be heard 
during this time.  

 

Continued page 5 

Emerge – 2016 MCC General Conference 
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The Governing board candidates were re-introduced, 
the new electronic voting procedure was explained and 
we were tasked as both the house of clergy and the 
lay house to vote. Some members were voted into the 
board, some did not receive the votes needed to     
remain in position. Also, the transformed mission of 
faith was read, the committee was introduced;      
questions and concerns were shared and discussed. A 
change was requested regarding the language and 
tone. The proposed changes were drafted and the 
committee evaluated and commented. Another      
electronic vote was cast and the mission statement 
was adopted. In and among the voting for each of 
these items, there was prayer, and an emphasis placed 
on the greater good of the organization. 

After these votes had been tallied and results       
disseminated, the body broke for lunch, to come back 
with a renewed spirit for the vote on the candidacy 
for the Moderator of the denomination. The 4      
Moderator Candidates were brought forward, prayed 
over and the electronic vote began. Each of the      
individuals was vetted through a rigorous process of 
candidacy and calling. Those that stood before us 
were successfully narrowed from over 100 individuals 
that began this arduous process over a year before. 
With hundreds of clergy and laity voting, after the 
1st round of voting, and electronic votes tallied, the 
results were read. We did not have the votes needed 
to elect. After that there was further discussion 
from both the floor and the leadership and a second 
vote was called and tallied, again, we did not have the 
votes needed to elect. There were calls from the 
floor from individuals for the candidates without    
anywhere near sufficient votes to rethink their     
candidacies. After each Vote, the moderator asked if 
anyone wanted to concede their candidacy, and no one 
was willing. Candidate Rev. Dr. Irene Laudeman,      
followed by Rev. Elder Héctor Gutiérrez, asked to re-
move their names from the ballot after the third 
round of voting. Their work thus far and diligence 
throughout the process was rewarded with a standing 
ovation from the floor. Round 4 and a final round of 5 
didn’t help to bring either of the two remaining      
candidates the needed votes to win the election. 

I have never felt so energized and exhausted at the 
same time! The room sat in silence, the task of     
electing a new Moderator had been completed without 
the election of a new moderator; the body had spoken 

and was overwhelmingly heard. We prayed. The faith 
that the voting body had in their vote of the           
governing board will now be echoed as that governing 
board places an interim Moderator tasked with three 
years of leadership of the denomination until July 1st, 
2019. Our work is cut out for us as a denomination and 
a Global leader in the quest for justice and equality 
for all of God’s children. The work and momentum that 
we have experienced with the care of Rev Dr. Nancy 
Wilson will need to continue boldly and aggressively. 
The call heard from our Creator that day was one of 
diligence and faith - the need to continue forward, 
hour by hour, day by day. The excitement of this    
process to begin again with a renewed determination 
and blessing, led by the faithful with the support of 
the believers in Christ, moving toward July 2019, in 
our backyard! 

MCC General Conference 2019 – Orlando provides our 
own SJAMCC family with an opportunity to be a part 
of something bigger. A part of the greater good, to 
experience all that our faith and creator would have 
us experience in our earthly world of faith. As the 
days and months move forward, there will be         
conversations, forums, and opportunities for faith and 
fellowship outside the walls of 3049 McGregor; to be 
a part of the ever strengthening foundation of the 
renewed MCC Global Church. Look within yourselves 
and the way you “do church”; is there something more 
that Jesus is calling you to do? Is there a way that 
you might continue to spread our Creator’s Love for 
us, with one another outside of Ft Myers? The ability 
to make a substantial difference is just about 900 
days away. 

For Additional information regarding conference   
highlights, please cut and paste this link: 

http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/render?
m=1101747410130&ca=94cfcd71-26fd-4227-a169-
f34eaca426ad 

Sincerely yours,  

Jack Lewis, Lay Delegate 

2016 MCC General Conference Attendee 

Emerge – 2016 MCC General Conference 
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~ August 2016 ~ 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1  
6p-7:30p N.A.M.I. 
Support Group For 
LGBT 

 

2  
9a-1:30p Lee County 
Health Department 

10a-12p Food Pantry 

6:30p-7:30p Prayer 
Team Meets 

8p-9p Lambda 
Drummer (AA) 

 

3  
10a-12:30p Game Day 

 

4  
10a-12p Food Pantry 

6:30p-7:30p Serenity 
by the River NA 
Meeting 

 

5  
Church Office Closed 

 

6  
Church Office Closed 

2:30-4:30 pThe GET 
Network-Transgender 
support group 

6p-7p The Rainbow 
Group of NA 

8p-9p Lambda 
Drummer (AA) 

 

7  
10a-11a Traditional 
Worship 

 

8  
6p-7:30p N.A.M.I. 
Support Group For 
LGBT 

 

9  
10a-12p Food Pantry 

6:30p-7:30p Prayer 
Team Meets 

8p-9p Lambda 
Drummer (AA) 

 

10  
10a-12:30p Game Day 

SJAMCC Choir Season 
Starts at 6:45 pm.  

11  
10a-12p Food Pantry 

6:30p-7:30p Serenity 
by the River NA 
Meeting 

 

12  
Church Office Closed 

 

13  
Church Office Closed 

6p-7p The Rainbow 
Group of NA 

8p-9p Lambda 
Drummer (AA) 

 

14  
10a-11a Traditional 
Worship 

 

15  
6p-7:30p N.A.M.I. 
Support Group For 
LGBT 

 

16  
9a-2p Lee County 
Health Department 

10a-12p Food Pantry 

6:30p-7:30p Prayer 
Team Meets 

8p-9p Lambda 
Drummer (AA) 

 

17  
10a-12:30p Game Day 

5p-6p Board of 
Directors Meeting 

 

18  
10a-12p Food Pantry 

6:30p-7:30p Serenity 
by the River NA 
Meeting 

 

19  
Church Office Closed 

 

20  
Church Office Closed 

10:30a-12p Trans Life 
Group 

6p-7p The Rainbow 
Group of NA 

8p-9p Lambda 
Drummer (AA) 

 

21  
10a-11a Traditional 
Worship 

 

22  
6p-7:30p N.A.M.I. 
Support Group For 
LGBT 

 

23  
10a-12p Food Pantry 

6:30p-7:30p Prayer 
Team Meets 

8p-9p Lambda 
Drummer (AA) 

 

24  
10a-12:30p Game Day 

 

25  
10a-12p Food Pantry 

6:30p-7:30p Serenity 
by the River NA 
Meeting 

 

26  
Church Office Closed 

 

27  
Church Office Closed 

6p-7p The Rainbow 
Group of NA 

8p-9p Lambda 
Drummer (AA) 

 

28  
10a-11a Traditional 
Worship 

 

29  
6p-7:30p N.A.M.I. 
Support Group For 
LGBT 

 

30  
10a-12p Food Pantry 

6:30p-7:30p Prayer 
Team Meets 

8p-9p Lambda 
Drummer (AA) 

 

31  
10a-12:30p Game Day 

 

Notes: 
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~ September 2016 ~ 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1  
10a-12p Food Pantry 

6:30p-7:30p Serenity by 
the River NA Meeting 

 

2  
Church Office Closed 

 

3  
Church Office Closed 

6p-7p The Rainbow 
Group of NA 

8p-9p Lambda 
Drummer (AA) 

 

4  
10a-11a Traditional 
Worship 

 

5 Labor Day 
6p-7:30p N.A.M.I. 
Support Group For 
LGBT 

 

6  
9a-1:30p Lee County 
Health Department 

10a-12p Food Pantry 

6:30p-7:30p Prayer 
Team Meets 

8p-9p Lambda 
Drummer (AA) 

 

7  
10a-12:30p Game Day 

 

8  
10a-12p Food Pantry 

6:30p-7:30p Serenity by 
the River NA Meeting 

 

9  
Church Office Closed 

 

10  
Church Office Closed 

The GET Network 2:30-
4:30p – Transgender 
support group 

6p-7p The Rainbow 
Group of NA 

8p-9p Lambda 
Drummer (AA) 

 

11  
10a-11a Traditional 
Worship 

 

12  
6p-7:30p N.A.M.I. 
Support Group For 
LGBT 

 

13  
10a-12p Food Pantry 

6:30p-7:30p Prayer 
Team Meets 

8p-9p Lambda 
Drummer (AA) 

 

14  
10a-12:30p Game Day 

 

15  
10a-12p Food Pantry 

6:30p-7:30p Serenity by 
the River NA Meeting 

 

16  
Church Office Closed 

 

17  
Church Office Closed 

10:30a-12p Trans Life 
Group 

6p-7p The Rainbow 
Group of NA 

8p-9p Lambda 
Drummer (AA) 

 

18  
10a-11a Traditional 
Worship 

 

19  
6p-7:30p N.A.M.I. 
Support Group For 
LGBT 

 

20  
9a-2p Lee County 
Health Department 

10a-12p Food Pantry 

6:30p-7:30p Prayer 
Team Meets 

8p-9p Lambda 
Drummer (AA) 

 

21  
10a-12:30p Game Day 

5p-6p Board of 
Directors Meeting 

 

22  
10a-12p Food Pantry 

6:30p-7:30p Serenity by 
the River NA Meeting 

 

23  
Church Office Closed 

 

24  
Church Office Closed 

6p-7p The Rainbow 
Group of NA 

8p-9p Lambda 
Drummer (AA) 

 

25  
10a-11a Traditional 
Worship 

 

26  
6p-7:30p N.A.M.I. 
Support Group For 
LGBT 

 

27  
10a-12p Food Pantry 

6:30p-7:30p Prayer 
Team Meets 

8p-9p Lambda 
Drummer (AA) 

 

28  
10a-12:30p Game Day 

 

29  
10a-12p Food Pantry 

6:30p-7:30p Serenity by 
the River NA Meeting 

 

30  
Church Office Closed 

 

Notes: 
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     As of 3:00 p.m., 
Wednesday, June 
8, 2016 I officially 
retired. I know 
that because with-
in the hour my 
school USERID 
and PASSWORD 
was revoked and 
my access to offi-
cial email was 
closed.  I knew it 
would happen, just 
didn’t expect it 
with such speed 
and finality. 

Prior to Wednes-
day I was asked 
what my feelings 

about retirement were and I was fairly nonchalant about 
it, expecting it to really hit home in August when the 
new school year begins and I wouldn’t have to retrain 
myself to set the alarm clock for 4:30 a.m. 

     What did impact me was an email I received that 
Wednesday morning from a woman I went to school with 
at the University of Michigan in Ann Arbor 43 years ago. 
We both spent the majority of our lives after gradua-
tion working in school libraries: she in Michigan, and me 
all over the world. She knew I was retiring through the 
same library listserv to which we both belong although 
our paths have not crossed in the years since graduation. 

     Seeing my announcement that I was retiring inspired 
her to search her closets for a “multimedia” presenta-
tion we created 43 years ago. Multimedia at that time 
meant black and white slides, 35 millimeter camera, and 
a reel-to-reel tape recorder. She was able to locate a 
slide projector, re-recorded the slides using her phone 
cam, transferring the tape recording to a computer and 
putting both the sound and audio together using video 
and sending it to me. Needless to say, I was speechless 
and incredibly touched. Touched to see the presentation 
we put together one more time—as clear as it was 43 
years ago, and humbled that she had taken the time to 
put all of it together and send it to me 43 years later. 

     The passage of time came home to me. I have had an 
incredible life. I’ve sung Christmas carols to the Queen 
of England in front of a roaring bonfire, been to mid-
night mass on Christmas Eve with the Pope in Rome, not 
10 feet away. I’ve climbed down to the tombs in the Pyr-
amids of Giza in Egypt, climbed Mt. Fuji in Japan, and 
watched a “mob” of kangaroos scamper in front of my 
car at dusk in the outback of Australia. All of this be-
cause I got a library degree at the University of Michi-
gan 43 years ago. 

     I made this recipe for the Italian Dinner a few weeks 
back and it was a big hit. It’s an easy recipe, but feeds a 
lot of people. Use a deep dish aluminum foil pan that you 
can find at Publix. 

 

Adam’s Classic Baked Ziti 

1 pound mild Italian sausage 

1/2 pound ground beef 

1 cup chopped onion 

2 garlic cloves, minced 

1 (32 ounce) jar meatless marinara sauce 

1 (14.5 ounce) petite diced tomatoes 

1 teaspoon dried Italian herbs 

1 16 ounce package of ziti pasta, cooked al dente and 
drained 

1 1/2 cups shredded mozzarella cheese 

1 cup grated parmesan cheese, divided 

1 cup cubed mozzarella cheese 

 

Preheat oven to 350 degrees. Spray lasagna pan with 
olive oil spray. 

In a large skillet, cook Italian sausage, ground beef, on-
ions, and garlic over medium-high heat for about 6 to 8 
minutes or until meat is no longer pink, stirring fre-
quently. Drain off fat. 

Stir in spaghetti sauce, diced tomatoes and Italian 
herbs. Reduce heat and simmer for 10 minutes. 

In a large bowl mix ziti with shredded mozzarella cheese 
and 3/4 cup parmesan cheese. Stir 1 cup of the sauce 
into the ziti mixture. 

Spoon 1/2 of the ziti mixture into the lasagna pan. Top 
with 2 cups sauce, then remaining ziti mixture and re-
maining sauce. Cover with foil and bake for 20 minutes. 

Sprinkle with remaining cubes of mozzarella and Parme-
san cheese. Return to oven and bake uncovered for 10 
minutes or until bubbly and heated through. 

Note: This recipe does not contain ricotta cheese as I 
think it can dry out baked ziti and some people do not 
like the taste. Serve a dollop of ricotta cheese as a side 
to a serving of baked ziti for those who like ricotta 
cheese. Since it is not baked into the ziti it will make 
the dish nice and creamy! 

In love and service, 

Adam 

FOOD FOR THOUGHT 
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Many Experts believe this to be true, but we know that when Mother Nature is       

involved, there is nothing predictable but the unpredictable. Take the time now 

while the days are hot and the nights are warm and we are calmingly lulled into our 

summer time rainy pattern to double check your homes security. Screening and pool 

cage infrastructure is a great place to start. Screws, nuts, and bolts can rust and 

may weaken without our knowledge. Evaluate. Or have someone evaluate the       

security of these structures for their intended strength. Often these attachments 

can be easily remedied and bolstered providing the strength needed to weather a 

storm. The pool cage on your home is the most costly aspect of most homeowner’s 

insurance policies as it is the most vulnerable. As a result, most policies written on 

this type of structure come with a high deductible. Please AccessJack if you are in 

need of a pool cage tune up! I have a variety of contacts in this particular field that 

can help you evaluate the strength of you screened structures and make                       

any needed repairs  

 Visit me online anytime at www.accessjack.com 

           GRI 

A predictably quiet summer? 

http://www.accessjack.com/
http://www.accessjack.com
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