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Change for the Future
The Capital Campaign Committee has been very busy over the
past few months. We have been making plans for several fund
raisers to pay off the mortgage. As we told you in the last
issue of The Channel, we have reduced the mortgage by nearly
50% over the past four years with these fund raisers.
The most recent event we completed was the Baked Ziti dinner
which was held on May 21st. We had a sell out for this event.
We had entertainment provided by Paul Larson, a guitarist and
singer, which greatly added to the event.
Our next event will be an evening of fun and games playing BINGO! We will be holding this event on Saturday, July 16, 2016.
We are still working on the details; but we are planning on playing 10 games. Oh yes, there will be some great prizes awarded
to the winners of the games. We will have a great time, so be
sure to mark your calendars for Saturday, July 16th. The time
will be announced soon.
Sometime in September, we are planning on having a BBQ.
Again, we are still in the planning stages and don’t have a date
set just yet, but keep your eyes on The Channel for more
information on this and other events.

The CHANNEL is a newsletter publication
of Saint John the Apostle MCC. Any
publication or inclusion of any names,
organizations or businesses do not reflect
the religious or sexual orientation or
lifestyle of such individuals or groups. Any
opinions expressed herein are those of
the writers and do not necessarily
represent the opinion of Saint John the
Apostle MCC.
Likewise, inclusion of
advertising from any sponsor does not
constitute such endorsement by The
CHANNEL or Saint John the Apostle MCC.
Articles printed in The CHANNEL may be
reprinted by any UFMCC church.

In October we will be having a Halloween Dance. Start getting
your costumes ready for the fun evening. We are still in the
planning stage, but we know we will have prizes for the best
costume, and we will probably have other prizes for things such
as the best costumed couple, etc. One thing we do know for
sure is we will be having food, entertainment, and of course a
good time. All the while, we will be raising funds to pay off the
mortgage on our church.
Wayne Green,
Chairperson CCC
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Jack Lewis

Bruce Mericle

I feel it is time for my old curmudgeon self to
come out of hibernation. Most of you know that I
embrace modern technology.
Computers are
good, useful and better the world. I tweet. I
Face Book. I read blogs and news aggregators. I
receive over a hundred emails a day. But I have
to admit, I struggle with texting. I don’t like
“chat” or “direct message” either. If I want to
communicate with someone, I want to talk.
I think part of my reasoning is from my limited
observations.
Like
the
picture to the right, every
day I pass a group of
middle school students
waiting for a school bus.
Every one of them is looking
down
at
their
smartphone. They are either reading a text or sending one. Yet
they don’t’ talk to the boy or girl they are standing with.

Glenda Enterline/Alternate Delegate
TREASURER

treasurer@sjamcc.com

Dale Gnatek
MUSIC DIRECTOR / ORGANIST
Bill Pomeroy—Music Dir. music@sjamcc.com
Bryan Dietrich—Pianist

CHURCH OFFICE
Phone: (239) 344-0012

Visit Our Website
www.sjamcc.com
BE A FAN!
Follow Us On FACEBOOK
www.facebook.com/sjamcc

Another thing that gets me with texting, when I am driving and
my phone beeps with a text, my OCD kicks off. I do not look at
texts when I am driving but all I can think about is maybe it is an
important message. It never is but how am I to know. Don’t text
and drive.
The third thing I don’t like about texting is Text Neck Syndrome.
Definition: overuse syndrome involving the head, neck and
shoulders, usually resulting from excessive strain on the spine
from looking in a forward and downward position at any hand held
mobile device, i.e., mobile phone, video game unit, computer, mp3
player, e-reader. This can cause headaches, neck pain, shoulder
and arm pain, breathing compromise, and much more.
It is real.

OFFICE HOURS
Monday through Thursday
10:00 AM – 2 :00 PM

We were not designed to
walk around in that position.
Heads up people!
Pastor Steve Filizzi
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South America: A Continent in Transition
I recently spent four weeks traveling through South its people. Incan tradition dictates we are of the

America including visits to Peru, Chile, Argentina and
Brazil. It was an amazing personal journey for me,
filled with the breathtaking experiences of God’s
brushstrokes across this beautiful continent.

earth but we do not possess it. During healing
services medicine men pray that we continue to
respect the earth and ask for healing for what we
may have done to interfere with nature.

One experience, now etched in my mind, will stay
with me for the rest of my life. It was early morning on April 21st. We left the small city of Puerto
Varas in southern Chile and began our journey across
the Andes. Our trek would lead us from the lower
ranges of the Chilean Andes, across the mountains
and into the lower ranges of the Argentinean Andes.
Our journey included three boat rides and four bus
rides in order to cross the mountains.
At times those bus rides found us precariously
perched high above valleys and on single lane dirt
roads. To be sure it was not a trip for the fainthearted but it simply added to the breathtaking
views of God’s wonders.
We first stopped in a part of the Chilean Andes near
Llanquihue Lake. I unexpectedly found myself alone
with the magnificent beauty of a snow capped,
inactive volcano rising to almost 7,000 feet. If ever
I doubted a power far greater than we human beings
that doubt quickly disappeared.

Attending a ceremonial healing service and offerings to the gods
asking for healing

Ultimately Latin America was invaded and conquered
by the Spanish resulting in forced allegiance to the
Roman Catholic Church. The Inca civilization in
particular suffered as their temples were destroyed
and their performance of religious rituals forbidden.
During the nineteenth century and thru about 1960
it is estimated 90% of South Americans viewed
themselves as Catholic. However, that landscape is
rapidly changing. A recent survey by the Pew
Research Foundation estimates the percent of practicing Catholics has diminished to about 67%. These
changes also have an impact on changing value
systems.

1 Calbuco Volcano rises above Llanquihue Lake near the city of Puerto Veras

There is a clear move toward wider acceptance of
women’s rights especially as it relates to a woman’s
right to abortion. To the benefit of the LGBT
community there is a move, by Latin Americans, toward a wider legalization of gay marriage. On July
15, 2010 Argentina became the first South American country to legalize same sex marriage including
the right of gay couples to adopt. This trend continues across other South American countries.

In addition to experiencing the beauty of South
America I had the opportunity to learn much about
its people and their diverse cultures. They are a
multifaceted people spanning thousands of years of
cultural development, including a history of ever- I had several opportunities to talk with young
changing religious beliefs.
Argentineans who actively support marriage equality
We had the opportunity to attend an ancient but for all. South America continues as a continent in
continuing tradition of Incan healing ceremonies. transition.
The Incas believe the world began when 2 gods
arose from a lake to ultimately form the earth and Bruce Mericle
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DEACONS CORNER
A SURVIVORS THOUGHTS

PENSAMIENTOS DE UN SOBREVIVIENTE

Romans 9:3 – I could wish that I myself were Romanos 9:3 - … deseara […] ser […], separado
accursed from Christ for my brothers and sis- de Cristo, por amor a mis hermanos…
ters.
Después que una mujer de 71 años fue rescataAfter a 71-year-old South Korean woman was da durante el trágico hundimiento de un barco,
rescued during the tragic sinking of a ferry luchaba contra el sentimiento de culpa del
boat, she struggled with survivor’s guilt. From sobreviviente. Desde su cama del hospital,
her hospital bed she said she couldn’t under- decía que no podía entender por qué estaba
stand how it could be right for her to have bien ella siguiera viviendo tras un accidente
lived through an accident that had taken the que se había llevado la vida de muchas personas
lives of many who were so much younger. She más jóvenes. También lamentaba no saber el
also regretted not knowing the name of the nombre del muchacho que la había del agua
young man who had pulled her out of the water cuando ella ya no tenía más esperanzas. Lueafter she had given up hope. Then she added, go, agregó: “Quiero comprarle, al menos, una
“I want to buy him a meal at least, or hold his
comida, tomarlo de la mano o abrazarlo”. El
hand, or give him a hug.”
sentir de esta mujer para con los demás me
This woman’s heart for others reminds me of recuerda al apóstol Pablo. Le importaban tanto
the apostle Paul. He was so concerned about sus conciudadanos, y sus prójimos que deseaba
his neighbors and countrymen that he said he poder desprenderse de su relación con Cristo a
wished he could trade his own relationship with cambio de que ellos fueran rescatados: “tengo
Christ for their rescue: “I have great sorrow gran tristeza y continuo dolor en mi corazón.
and continual grief in my heart. For I could Porque deseara yo mismo ser anatema, separawish that I myself were accursed from Christ do de Cristo, por amor a mis hermanos y
for my brothers and sisters” (Romans 9:2-3).
hermanas” (Romanos 9:2-3). Pablo también
Paul also expressed a deep sense of personal expresó un profundo sentimiento de gratitud.
gratitude. He knew he didn’t understand the Sabía que no entendía los caminos y los juicios
ways and judgments of God. So while doing de Dios; por lo tanto, mientras hacía todo lo
everything he could to proclaim the gospel to posible para proclamar el evangelio a todos,
all, he found peace and joy in trusting the hallaba paz y gozo en confiar en un Dios que
heart of a God who loves the whole world so ama a todo el mundo mucho más de lo que él
podía hacerlo.
much more than we ever could. Amen.
Diacono Jonathan Hollander

Deacon Jonathan Hollander

.
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FOOD FOR THOUGHT
My husband,
John, and I are
planning a trip
to Michigan for
my niece’s wedding in June. By
then I will be
officially retired, so we are
extending the
trip a bit to
spend a couple
of days on
Mackinac Island
(at the top of
the mitten).
Even though I grew up in Michigan, I never
visited the island. Mackinac Island is famous
for its Grand Hotel, fudge, and the fact that
there are no cars on the island.
We look forward to spending a couple of days
back in time, taking a tour of the island via
horse and carriage and sipping drinks and
sampling fudge on the front porch of the
Grand Hotel.

beautiful dancers that people would stop
dancing and watch them glide across the floor
as they danced the polka or oberek.
I still make Polish Wedding Pie on occasion.
Here is my recipe:

Adam’s Polish Wedding Strawberry
Cream Pie
1 refrigerated piecrust
1 package vanilla pudding mix, preferably the
cooked kind, prepared as directed on the box
1 cup sliced fresh strawberries
1 can strawberry pie filling
1 tablespoon sugar
1/2 cup whipping cream
1 tablespoon powdered sugar
Bake pie crust as directed for 1 crust pie.
Allow to cool.
Cook vanilla pudding mix. Allow to cool slightly,
then pour into piecrust. Chill until set. About 4
hours.
Sprinkle sliced fresh strawberries with sugar.
Allow to set until sugar has dissolved, about 1
hour. Combine fresh strawberries with strawberry pie filling. Put on top of pie.

We will be arriving at the tail end of lilac season and I hope some are still in bloom as I love Whip cream with powdered sugar. Cover pie
the scent of lilacs in the spring. We will also be with whipping cream.
just in time to pick fresh strawberries, or at
Chill for about 2 hours before serving.
least pick up a couple of quarts at the farmer’s
market in Ann Arbor.
June is the month for weddings and it will be
fun to attend my niece’s wedding. I am not
sure what they are serving, but when I think of
weddings in Michigan, I think of what I call
Polish Wedding Pie—a pastry shell, plain
custard on the bottom, topped with a layer of
strawberry pie filling and smothered in
whipped cream. It isn’t a Polish recipe but it
seemed to be served at many of the Polish
weddings I attended in the late 1950s and 60s.
To me it was ambrosia—food of the gods!
Polish weddings were such joyous times. One of
my fondest memories was watching my father
and mother dance together. They were such

-In

love and service Adam
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~ June 2016 ~
Sun

Mon

Tue

7

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

10a-12:30p Game Day
6:45p-8p Choir Practice

10a-12p Food Pantry
6:30p-7:30p Serenity by
the River NA Meeting

Church Office Closed

Church Office Closed
6p-7p The Rainbow
Group of NA
8p-9p Lambda Drummer
(AA)

8

5

6

9

10

11

10a-11a Traditional
Worship

6p-7:30p N.A.M.I.
9a-1:30p Lee County
10a-12:30p Game Day
Support Group For LGBT Health Department
6:45p-8p Choir Practice
10a-12p Food Pantry
6:30p-7:30p Prayer Team
Meets
8p-9p Lambda Drummer
(AA)

10a-12p Food Pantry
6:30p-7:30p Serenity by
the River NA Meeting

Church Office Closed

Church Office Closed
6p-7p The Rainbow
Group of NA
8p-9p Lambda Drummer
(AA)

12

13

16

14 Flag Day
6p-7:30p N.A.M.I.
10a-12p Food Pantry
Support Group For LGBT 6:30p-7:30p Prayer Team
Meets
8p-9p Lambda Drummer
(AA)

15

17

18

10a-12:30p Game Day 10a-12p Food Pantry
5p-6p Board of Directors 6:30p-7:30p Serenity by
Meeting
the River NA Meeting
6:45p-8p Choir Practice

Church Office Closed

Church Office Closed
10:30a-12p Trans Life
Group
6p-7p The Rainbow
Group of NA
8p-9p Lambda Drummer
(AA)

19 Father's Day

20

22

23

24

25

10a-11a Traditional
Worship

6p-7:30p N.A.M.I.
9a-2p Lee County Health 10a-12:30p Game Day
Support Group For LGBT Department
6:45p-8p Choir Practice
10a-12p Food Pantry
6:30p-7:30p Prayer Team
Meets
8p-9p Lambda Drummer
(AA)

10a-12p Food Pantry
6:30p-7:30p Serenity by
the River NA Meeting

Church Office Closed

Church Office Closed
6p-7p The Rainbow
Group of NA
8p-9p Lambda Drummer
(AA)

26

27

30

Notes:

10a-11a Traditional
Worship

6p-7:30p N.A.M.I.
10a-12p Food Pantry
10a-12:30p Game Day
Support Group For LGBT 6:30p-7:30p Prayer Team 6:45p-8p Choir Practice
Meets
8p-9p Lambda Drummer
(AA)

10a-11a Traditional
Worship

21

28

29

10a-12p Food Pantry
6:30p-7:30p Serenity by
the River NA Meeting
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~ July 2016 ~
Sun

Mon

Tue

Sat

1

2

Church Office Closed

Church Office Closed
6p-7p The Rainbow
Group of NA
8p-9p Lambda Drummer
(AA)

8

9

4 Independence Day

6p-7:30p N.A.M.I.
9a-1:30p Lee County
10a-12:30p Game Day
Support Group For LGBT Health Department
6:45p-8p Choir Practice
10a-12p Food Pantry
6:30p-7:30p Prayer
Team Meets
8p-9p Lambda Drummer
(AA)

10a-12p Food Pantry
Church Office Closed
6:30p-7:30p Serenity by
the River NA Meeting

Church Office Closed
6p-7p The Rainbow
Group of NA
8p-9p Lambda Drummer
(AA)

10

11

14

16

10a-11a Traditional
Worship

6p-7:30p N.A.M.I.
10a-12p Food Pantry
10a-12:30p Game Day
Support Group For LGBT 6:30p-7:30p Prayer
6:45p-8p Choir Practice
Team Meets
8p-9p Lambda Drummer
(AA)

10a-12p Food Pantry
Church Office Closed
6:30p-7:30p Serenity by
the River NA Meeting

Church Office Closed
10:30a-12p Trans Life
Group
6p-7p The Rainbow
Group of NA
8p-9p Lambda Drummer
(AA)

17

18

21

23

10a-11a Traditional
Worship

6p-7:30p N.A.M.I.
9a-2p Lee County Health
Support Group For LGBT Department
10a-12p Food Pantry
6:30p-7:30p Prayer
Team Meets
8p-9p Lambda Drummer
(AA)

10a-12:30p Game Day 10a-12p Food Pantry
Church Office Closed
5p-6p Board of Directors 6:30p-7:30p Serenity by
Meeting
the River NA Meeting
6:45p-8p Choir Practice

Church Office Closed
6p-7p The Rainbow
Group of NA
8p-9p Lambda Drummer
(AA)

24

25

27

30

10a-11a Traditional
Worship

6p-7:30p N.A.M.I.
10a-12p Food Pantry
10a-12:30p Game Day
Support Group For LGBT 6:30p-7:30p Prayer
6:45p-8p Choir Practice
Team Meets
8p-9p Lambda Drummer
(AA)

31

Notes:

19

26

13

20

7

Fri

10a-11a Traditional
Worship

12

6

Thu

3

10a-11a Traditional
Worship

5

Wed

28

15

22

29

10a-12p Food Pantry
Church Office Closed
6:30p-7:30p Serenity by
the River NA Meeting

Church Office Closed
6p-7p The Rainbow
Group of NA
8p-9p Lambda Drummer
(AA)
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DEAN”S FOOD PANTRY

THANK YOU

Dean’s Food Pantry continues to provide non
perishable food to about 100 persons a month.
We could not achieve this without the support
from our church family, here at Saint Johns
and the support from our business community.
We appreciate everybody’s continued commitment and a sincere thank you.

A special thank you to everyone who participated in our evening of Dinner, Wine and Music.
Our special guest Singer-Guitarist Paul Larson
did a great job entertaining everyone through
our event.

Those individuals who visit the pantry receive
one bag of non perishable food items per
family per month. The pantry is available to
anyone who is in need with Florida identification. The food pantry is open Tuesday and
Thursday 10:00 am to noon.

The Baked Ziti Dinner was a successful fundraiser providing about $1250.00 to SJAMCC’s
The pantry accepts donations of non perishable building fund.
food Monday through Thursday 10:00 am to
2:00 pm. Items can be placed in the donation
box outside the food pantry. We also accept
plastic shopping bags, which are used to bag up
the groceries.
If you are wondering what food items to
donate? Below is a list of the items. These
staples we use to create a bag of groceries.


Pinto Beans 16 ounce bag



Macaroni and Cheese 7.25 box



Jiffy Mix 8.5 ounce box



Pasta Sauce 24 ounce can



Spaghetti 16
ounce box



Vegetables 14.5
ounce can



Corn Flakes 18
ounce box



Fruit Cups

Dean’s Food Pantry
Volunteers

The Capital Campaign Committee wishes to
thank all of you for the great job and tremendous efforts you put forth in making this a
very successful event.
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GRI

Nostalgic Summer Ritual
Memorial Day Weekend always meant going to the nursery with my Grandpa to select a few dozen
geraniums. We’d load the woven wood baskets into the back of the old Ford Wagon. We always put the
Geraniums on one side, so that I could sit on the other side with my arm out the back window of the
tailgate.
After picking up my Grandma, we would head to the West Park Cemetery first. This old beautiful cemetery
was very near the city of Cleveland. That’s where my Grandpa’s Family was buried. Also, this cemetery
allowed for live plantings on graves and had many unique headstones. My Paternal Great Grandparents
were buried there, as well as my Great Uncles, Ted and Art: brothers and confirmed bachelors. With trowel
and a gallon jug of water in hand, we went to each of the graves, cleared away the grass and planted the
geraniums, watered them, and prayed. I liked this cemetery best.
Next, we headed to Brooklyn Heights Cemetery, a more contemporary cemetery where my Maternal Great
Grandparents were buried and my Great Uncle Big. This cemetery had very few monuments. Most all of the
Gravestones were flat on the ground so the mowers could go over the top of them. This Cemetery didn’t
allow for live plantings and it always baffled me that my Rebel Grandparents would gather a basket of
Geraniums, trowel, jug of water, and head to the graves. We would again clear away some grass, and plant
the vibrant red Geraniums, just as before. Again we would pray, always followed by my inquiries as to why
we planted the Geraniums, if we weren’t allowed to? The response from my Grandpa was always the same,
because we remember our loved ones, as they remembered their loved ones; and perhaps the
groundskeeper will overlook the vibrant red Geraniums for a while so that they can be enjoyed.
Take some time this summer to Relax, and Reminisce of Summer’s past. Maybe even enjoy the simplicity
of a vibrant red Geranium in our world of Tropical Exotic Plantings.

Jack Lewis

Visit me online anytime at www.accessjack.com

I
I
Page 12 I

I
The Channel, St. John the Apostle
I MCC

I
NON PROFIT ORG.

Saint John the Apostle
Metropolitan Community Church
3049 McGregor Boulevard
Fort Myers, FL 33901

U.S. POSTAGE PAID
FORT MYERS, FL
PERMIT #048

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

THE CHANNEL AD RATES
Prepaid Annual Rates

414 COPIES OF THE CHANNEL ARE
PRINTED AND DISTRIBUTED…
PLEASE SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS !!
TO BECOME ONE, CALL 344-0012

Business Cards
$125
1/4 Page
$190
1/2 Page
$375
Full Page
$500
Prepaid Semi Annual (3 issues) Rates
Business Cards
$70
1/4 Page
$100
1/2 Page
$200
Full Page
$280
Prepaid Per Issue Rates
Business Cards
$25
1/4 Page
$40
1/2 Page
$75
Full Page
$100
TO PLACE YOUR AD, PLEASE CALL 344-0012

