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The CHANNEL is a newsletter publication 
of Saint John the Apostle MCC. Any      
publication or inclusion of any names, 
organizations or businesses do not reflect 
the religious or sexual orientation or   
lifestyle of such individuals or groups.  
Any opinions expressed herein are those 
of the writers and do not necessarily       
represent the opinion of Saint John the 
Apostle MCC.  Likewise, inclusion of ad-
vertising from any sponsor does not con-
stitute such endorsement by The      
CHANNEL or Saint John the Apostle MCC.  
Articles printed in The CHANNEL may be 

reprinted by any UFMCC church. 

 As we continue with our Capital Campaign updates, we are pleased to tell you we 

continue to be on a roll! Since the committee made our presentation to the board on 

October 17, 2012, we have been right on target, in getting our various phases rolled out. 

 On November 18, 2012, the committee presented recommendations to the 

members at the Annual Congregant’s Meeting.  

 In December, we were gratified to receive an anonymous donor challenge of 

$10,000.00.  The challenge was for the congregation to match the $10,000.00 by the 

end of December.  WE DID IT!!  Our small congregation, with the help of some of our 

wonderful friends, made it happen.  Thank all of you very much. 

  On Sunday, January 13, 2013, the committee announced the next phase of the 

program was ready to begin. This is the Corporate Donor portion of our campaign.  We 

have prepared a package containing a cover letter, explaining our program and the need 

for the funds.  It also contains a “Saint John the Apostle, MCC Ministries and Out-

reach” listing, and a Donor form.  These forms are available here at the church and any-

one can pickup copies.  We are a bit disappointed in the amount of activity/interest this 

has generated, and we are beginning to look at this to see what we need to do to im-

prove on it’s reception. 

 The 25th Anniversary Committee made a very nice donation of $4700.00 to 

the building fund, on Sunday, March 10th.  This donation was made from the funds left 

over from the fund raising efforts of this committee, after the expenses of the cele-

bration were paid for.  Thanks very much to the 25th Anniversary Committee for this 

great gift.    

  As of March 10, 2013, including this donation, we have raised $44,480.00!!  

That is an awesome number, considering the short period of time. This is especially true 

when you consider a majority of this money was raised just from our readers, members, 

and friends of the church. 

 We will need to continue on with this program to reach our ultimate goal.  We 

can do that by even making small weekly/monthly contributions.  The Stewardship Crew 

has added the ability to pledge specific amounts for the building fund to their fund 

raising pledge this year.  We will not know the impact of this until all of the pledges are 

received and reviewed. 

  The formula we used in the beginning still holds true, if 100 folks gave $34 a 

week for the church operations and $11 a week for the building fund (mortgage) we 

would meet ALL of our operational needs AND make the mortgage payment each month.  

To do something like that, just mark your check, or the envelope, with an indication of 

how much of the total check (cash) goes to the building fund (mortgage). 

   Wayne Green 

Capital Campaign Committee  
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Four-year-old Eliana was helping her mom pick up 
some of Eliana’s things before bedtime. When 
Mommy told her to put away the clothes on her 
bed, Eliana hit her limit. She turned around, put 
her little hands on her hips, and said, “I can’t do 
everything!” 

 Do you ever feel that way with the tasks 
God has called you to do? It’s easy to feel over-
whelmed with church involvement, witnessing, 
and raising a family. We might sigh in exaspera-
tion and pray, “Lord, I can’t do everything!” 

 Yet God’s instructions indicate that His 
expectations are not overwhelming. For instance, 
as we deal with others, He gives us this qualifier: 
“As much as depends on you, live peaceably with 
all” (Rom. 12:18). God understands our limitations. 
Or this: “Whatever you do, do it heartily, as to 
the Lord” (Col. 3:23). He’s not asking for perfec-
tion that we might impress people, but simply to 
honor Him with the work we do. And one more: 
“Let each one examine his own work, and then he 
will have rejoicing in himself alone, and not in an-
other” (Gal. 6:4). We are not doing our work as a 
competition with others, but simply to carry our 
own load. 

 In wisdom, God has equipped us to do just 
what He wants us to do—and that’s certainly not 
everything! 

  Jonathan Hollander 

Eliana, de cuatro años, estaba ayudando a su mamá a 
recoger algunas de sus cosas antes de ir a dormir. 
Cuando la madre le dijo que guardara la ropa que había 
sobre la cama, la niña no aguantó más. Se dio la vuelta, 
puso sus manitos en la cintura y exclamó: «!No puedo 
hacerlo todo!». 

 ¿Te sientes así a veces con las tareas que Dios te ha 
llamado a hacer? Es fácil sentirse abrumado por las 
actividades en la iglesia, testificar de Cristo y criar 
una familia. Tal vez suspiramos exasperados y oramos: 
«Señor, ¡no puedo hacerlo todo!». 

 Sin embargo, las instrucciones de Dios indican que sus 
expectativas no deben abrumarnos. Por ejemplo, al 
tratar con otros, se incluye esta característica: «Si es 
posible, en cuanto dependa de vosotros, estad en paz 
con todos los hombres» (Romanos 12:18). Dios entiende 
nuestras limitaciones. Otra: «Y todo lo que hagáis, ha-
cedlo de corazón, como para el Señor…» (Colosenses 
3:23). No exige perfección, como para impresionar a 
los demás, sino que simplemente lo honremos con nues-
tro trabajo. Y una más: «Así que, cada uno someta a 
prueba su propia obra, y entonces tendrá motivo de 
gloriarse sólo respecto de sí mismo, y no en 
otro» (Gálatas 6:4). No hacemos obras para competir 
con los demás, sino simplemente para cumplir con nues-
tra responsabilidad. 

 En su sabiduría, Dios nos ha equipado para hacer 
exactamente lo que desea que hagamos… ¡y sin duda, 
eso no es hacerlo todo!  

Jonathan Hollander 

            “FOR THE CRIME OF TASTING GOOD”  COOK BOOK.  

 The long awaited cookbook has arrived! The Office Pub would like to 
thank all our friends and families for sharing about 220 recipes for this    
worthy cause.   

You can purchase your copy of “For The Crime Of Tasting Good” either at the 
church from Richard and Jerry , the church office or at The Office Pub. The 
cost of the cookbook is $20.00 and the proceeds benefit Dean’s Food Pantry.   

COOKBOOK SALE BENEFIT DEAN’S FOOD PANTRY 

Can’t Do Everything  Nopuedo hacerlo todo  
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Thanks to all who continue to bring canned food 

and write checks for the pantry. 

Our numbers are growing and the demand is great.         

Thanks also to the volunteers that oversee the 

Pantry, Dean would be proud! 

Sincerely, Ron Johnson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Greetings Church Family: 

 

Our Spring Yard Sale of 3/16 was big success, raising 

$3,544.00 for the Church. 

 

Of course none of this would have transpired without 

the tireless efforts of our Church volunteers, and Rich-

ard and Randy would like to extend a heartfelt "Thank 

You" to all who pitched in and made this sale a reality. 

Your efforts and hard work are appreciated more than 

we can express.  

 

And remember....if you weren't able to join in on the fun 

at the March Sale you will have another chance to get in 

on the action when SJAMCC holds its Fall Yard Sale in 

November.   

 

YOU make it all possible.   

 

Again, thank you one and all. 

 

Sincerely, 

Richard Schaffer and Randy Koger 

FOOD PANTRY NEWS Notes from Channel Staff  

 In this edition of The Channel we want to point 

out to you the fact we have a couple of new advertisers.  

Please take time and look over the advertiser section 

and if you need their services, please keep them in 

mind. 

 We have one new  advertiser as a result of our 

Capital Campaign.  This company, Curtis Allen Designs 

made a donation to our Capital Campaign, which entitled 

his company to free advertising in our newsletter. 

 Remember, you can pick up the Corporate Donor 

packets at the church and see if you can get some of 

the business you deal with to become advertising part-

ners with us, through this program. 

 We are also still looking for individuals who are 

interested in writing articles for The Channel.  If you 

have always wanted to be a writer, this is your chance.  

Just contact the church office and let us know you are 

interested and we will be in touch with you to get you 

started. 

 If you don’t want to write, then maybe you have 

a suggestion for an article you would like for someone 

else to write about.  We can try and fulfill your wishes, 

so let us know what you want to have us write about. 

 The CAPITAL CAMPAIGN COMMITTEE is look-

ing for new members.  If you are interested, please 

contact the church office and someone from the com-

mittee will be in touch with you.  As of now, the commit-

tee is made up of only four (4) people.  We need many 

more people to help in this IMPORTANT CAMPAIGN.   

 In the next edition of The Channel, we hope to 

be able to bring you a complete update on the 25th An-

niversary  celebration, along with some interesting 

facts about the history of the church. 

 Please keep all of us and our church in your 

prayers.   We need the prayers and support of all of you 

in order to continue to spread the word of God and pro-

claim the gospel of Jesus Christ our Savior. 

Yard Sale Update 
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 It is hard to believe that Sunday March 17th 

was our third annual Pledge Sunday for Saint John.  

Over three years ago a number of individuals from 

our church attended a Church Size Summit in Atlan-

ta guided by senior members of our denomination on 

a review of our church and areas where we might 

help with our sustainability and growth.  One result 

of the Church Size Summit was the formation of a 

Stewardship Committee to formally establish an an-

nual pledge campaign for our congregation.  Initially 

led by Jack Lewis and Margaret Kelley our first 

Pledge Sunday was on Easter Sunday 2010.  The suc-

cess of our first Pledge Sunday helped us realize 

that our congregation believes that “It is more 

blessed to give than receive.” ACTS 20:35. 

 This year our Pledge Sunday focused addi-

tionally on time and talent as well as treasure.  We 

all know that it takes treasure to maintain and sup-

port our church but it is through the giving of time 

and talent that allows each of us to grow in our own 

personal spirituality.   

 We don’t have the results from our recent 

Pledge Sunday at this point but we hope that each of 

you will reflect upon your giving.  We have a beautiful 

church home that allows each of us to rejoice in our 

individual walk with God.   We are truly blessed but 

we as a church are also truly blessed by you. 

  The Stewardship Crew 

 There has been an inter-

esting and positive occurrence in 

Ft. Myers. 

 Earlier this year, a Ft. My-

ers "landmark" was reported miss-

ing. The "iconic" God is Love sign, 

on the corner of Grove St. and 

McGregor Blvd., had fallen into 

disrepair when the current owner 

of the property decided she could no longer afford keep it 

lighted. 

 I've lived here since 1996 and have always enjoyed 

the sign, so its absence mattered to me. 

 Currently, I have to pass this corner once a week 

and I finally decided to find out about it.   An article in 

the News-Press was quite informative. 

 In 1947, George Gruesbeck, a Seventh Day Ad-

ventist, put up the lighted sign in the front of his proper-

ty.  It had stayed there and was occasionally taken down 

and stored in the garage. It was once replaced in the 70's. 

 This year, when the sign was taken down, there 

was enough inquiry as to its whereabouts that a local 

Foundation became involved. According to the President of 

the John E Price Foundation, Inc., the organization felt 

the landmark had value and was worth saving.  The resto-

ration was done by Scott Carter Signs and Morrison Elec-

tric.  The project was underwritten by the Christian 

Chamber of Commerce of Ft. Myers.   The God Is Love 

sign was replaced on March 9th and took about an hour to 

complete. The improvements include a timer for the light 

and space made available for a security camera to reduce 

vandalism attempts. 

 Within the hour of its renaissance, people were 

waving and honking as they passed. Neighbors were quoted 

as being pleased that it had been replaced and I am per-

sonally happy it's back.  It's wonderful to see that secu-

larism and complacency are not dominant in our city. 

 Deacon Mary Jane     

      Pledge Sunday was March 17                          God Is Love  

 

Please Support  

Our Advertisers 
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     Pastor’s Pen 

 

OFFICE HOURS 

Monday  through Thursday 

10:00 AM –  2 :00 PM 

 CHURCH DIRECTORY 

SENIOR PASTOR  

Rev. Steve Filizzi             pastor@sjamcc.com 

Congregational Administrator 

Kurt Hood                        admin@sjamcc.com 

      

CHOIR DIRECTOR / ORGANIST 

Don Gouger—Organist    music@sjamcc.com 

Brian Dietrich—Pianist     

BOARD MEMBERS         board@sjamcc.com 

Dana Drew           Bruce Mericle 

Nivia Torres                     Thomas Haskins 

Jason McRae            Maxine Johnson 

DEACONS                     deaconate@sjamcc.com     

Tony Cerullo         Tim Meyers 

Glenda Enterline            Wanda Neubert 

Jonathan Hollander       Mary Jane Soller 

Arla Johnson                                                                       

LAY DELEGATES            delegate@sjamcc.com 

Glenda Enterline        

Bob Schneider                 

TREASURER       treasurer@sjamcc.com                                   

Dale Gnatek                                                                      

CHURCH OFFICE 

Phone: (239) 344-0012   Fax: (239) 344-0445 

 

Visit Our Website 

 www.sjamcc.com 

BE A FAN!  

  Follow Us On FACEBOOK     

 By the time you read this article the United 
States Supreme Court will have heard the arguments for 
the “Defense of Marriage” case and the California Prop 8 
case. Both of these cases are important for the future 
of rights for LGBT persons in this country.  The DOMA 
case will decide if the federal government must provide 
the benefits of marriage to legally married LGBT per-
sons. The Prop 8 case is technically just about same-sex 
marriage in California but depending on how the Court 
rules it could have a broader impact.  

I am confident that the Court will strike down DOMA. For the Federal 
government to treat groups of people who are in similar situations differently 
requires a strong reason. A straight couple and a gay couple, both legally mar-
ried, should be treated the same.  

The Prop 8 case is a little bit trickier. It deals with how California is 
treating her citizens. If you are a gay couple who was legally married before 
Prop 8, California recognizes the marriage. If you were married in another state 
after Prop 8 your marriage is not recognized. The Court could decide just if Cali-
fornia can deny marriage or it could decide if any state can deny marriage.  I 
believe that Prop 8 should be overturned based on the Equal Protection of the 
14th amendment which states “No State shall make or enforce any law which shall 
abridge the privileges or immunities of citizens of the United States; nor shall 
any State deprive any person of life, liberty, or property, without due process of 
law; nor deny to any person within its jurisdiction the equal protection of the 
laws.”  

All of that is important but what I find more exciting is the latest ABC/
Washington Post national poll on marriage. In 2004 support for gay marriage was 
41%. In the latest poll support was 58%.  That is a 17% increase in less than 10 
years. 64% believe that marriage should not be decided state by state but 
should have a Federal standard.  62% believe that LGBT people are born that 
way. Even 51% of Republicans accept that being gay is not a choice. The opinion 
of the public is changing.  

And so are churches. Green Street United Methodist Church in Winston 
Salem North Carolina issued this statement on Sunday:  

“On the matter of same-sex marriage, Green Street UMC sees injustice 
in the legal position of state government and the theological position of our de-
nomination.  North Carolina prohibits same-sex marriage and all the rights and 
privileges marriage brings.  The Leadership Council has asked that their minis-
ters join others who refuse to sign any State marriage licenses until this right is 
granted to same- sex couples. 

Because the United Methodist Church prohibits its pastors from con-
ducting same- sex weddings, excluding gay and lesbian couples from the holy sac-
rament of marriage, the Leadership Council has asked the pastor to refrain from 
conducting wedding ceremonies in our sanctuary for straight couples, until the 
denomination lifts its ban for same-sex couples. 

Green Street UMC is presently the only Reconciling Congregation in the 
Western North Carolina Conference.  With a growing number of LGBTQ mem-
bers, Green Street seeks to be a public witness to its community, Conference 
and denomination.”  

In the words of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. “The arc of the moral uni-
verse is long, but it bends toward justice”. 

 Pastor Steve 

58% and Green Street United Methodist Church 

mailto:worshipteam@sjamcc.com
mailto:admin@sjamcc.com
mailto:board@sjamcc.com
mailto:worshipteam@sjamcc.com
mailto:delegate@sjamcc.com
http://www.sjamcc.com/
http://www.sjamcc.com/
http://www.sjamcc.com/
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~ April 2013 ~ 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1  
9a-1p Ceramics with 
Marc Call Church for 
Details 

 

2  
9a-12p Food Pantry 

9a-3p Lee County 
Health Department 

8p-9p Lambda 
Drummer (AA) 

 

3  
9a-1p Ceramics with 
Marc Call Church for 
Details 

 

4  
9a-12p Food Pantry 

6:30p-8:15p Serenity 
by the River NA 
Meeting 

 

5  
Church Office 
Closed 

9a-1p Ceramics with 
Marc Call Church for 
Details 

8p-9p Friday Family 
AA Group 

 

6  
Church Office 
Closed 

6p-7p The Rainbow 
Group of NA 

8p-9p Lambda 
Drummer (AA) 

 

7  
10a-11a Traditional 
Worship 

 

8  
9a-1p Ceramics with 
Marc Call Church for 
Details 

 

9  
9a-12p Food Pantry 

8p-9p Lambda 
Drummer (AA) 

 

10  
9a-1p Ceramics with 
Marc Call Church for 
Details 

 

11  
9a-12p Food Pantry 

6:30p-8:15p Serenity 
by the River NA 
Meeting 

 

12  
Church Office 
Closed 

9a-1p Ceramics with 
Marc Call Church for 
Details 

8p-9p Friday Family 
AA Group 

 

13  
Church Office 
Closed 

5p-8p Tri Ess 
Gamma Kappa 
Gamma 

6p-7p The Rainbow 
Group of NA 

8p-9p Lambda 
Drummer (AA) 

 

14  
10a-11a Traditional 
Worship 

 

15  
9a-1p Ceramics with 
Marc Call Church for 
Details 

 

16  
9a-12p Food Pantry 

9a-3p Lee County 
Health Department 

8p-9p Lambda 
Drummer (AA) 

 

17  
9a-1p Ceramics with 
Marc Call Church for 
Details 

5p-6p Board of 
Directors Meeting 

 

18  
9a-12p Food Pantry 

6:30p-8:15p Serenity 
by the River NA 
Meeting 

 

19  
Church Office 
Closed 

9a-1p Ceramics with 
Marc Call Church for 
Details 

8p-9p Friday Family 
AA Group 

 

20  
Church Office 
Closed 

10:30a-12p Trans 
Life Group 

6p-7p The Rainbow 
Group of NA 

8p-9p Lambda 
Drummer (AA) 

 

21  
10a-11a Traditional 
Worship 

 

22 Earth Day 
9a-1p Ceramics with 
Marc Call Church for 
Details 

 

23  
9a-12p Food Pantry 

8p-9p Lambda 
Drummer (AA) 

 

24  
9a-1p Ceramics with 
Marc Call Church for 
Details 

 

25  
9a-12p Food Pantry 

6:30p-8:15p Serenity 
by the River NA 
Meeting 

 

26  
Church Office 
Closed 

9a-1p Ceramics with 
Marc Call Church for 
Details 

8p-9p Friday Family 
AA Group 

 

27  
Church Office 
Closed 

6p-7p The Rainbow 
Group of NA 

8p-9p Lambda 
Drummer (AA) 

 

28  
10a-11a Traditional 
Worship 

 

29  
9a-1p Ceramics with 
Marc Call Church for 
Details 

 

30  
9a-12p Food Pantry 

8p-9p Lambda 
Drummer (AA) 

 

Notes: 
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~ May 2013 ~ 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1  
9a-1p Ceramics with 
Marc Call Church for 
Details 

 

2  
9a-12p Food Pantry 

6:30p-8:15p Serenity 
by the River NA 
Meeting 

 

3  
Church Office Closed 

9a-1p Ceramics with 
Marc Call Church for 
Details 

8p-9p Friday Family 
AA Group 

 

4  
Church Office Closed 

6p-7p The Rainbow 
Group of NA 

8p-9p Lambda 
Drummer (AA) 

 

5  
10a-11a Traditional 
Worship 

 

6  
9a-1p Ceramics with 
Marc Call Church for 
Details 

 

7  
9a-12p Food Pantry 

9a-3p Lee County 
Health Department 

8p-9p Lambda 
Drummer (AA) 

 

8  
9a-1p Ceramics with 
Marc Call Church for 
Details 

 

9  
9a-12p Food Pantry 

6:30p-8:15p Serenity 
by the River NA 
Meeting 

 

10  
Church Office Closed 

9a-1p Ceramics with 
Marc Call Church for 
Details 

8p-9p Friday Family 
AA Group 

 

11  
Church Office Closed 

5p-8p Tri Ess Gamma 
Kappa Gamma 

6p-7p The Rainbow 
Group of NA 

8p-9p Lambda 
Drummer (AA) 

 

12 Mother's Day 
10a-11a Traditional 
Worship 

 

13  
9a-1p Ceramics with 
Marc Call Church for 
Details 

 

14  
9a-12p Food Pantry 

8p-9p Lambda 
Drummer (AA) 

 

15  
9a-1p Ceramics with 
Marc Call Church for 
Details 

5p-6p Board of 
Directors Meeting 

 

16  
9a-12p Food Pantry 

6:30p-8:15p Serenity 
by the River NA 
Meeting 

 

17  
Church Office Closed 

9a-1p Ceramics with 
Marc Call Church for 
Details 

8p-9p Friday Family 
AA Group 

 

18  
Church Office Closed 

10:30a-12p Trans Life 
Group 

6p-7p The Rainbow 
Group of NA 

8p-9p Lambda 
Drummer (AA) 

 

19  
10a-11a Traditional 
Worship 

 

20  
9a-1p Ceramics with 
Marc Call Church for 
Details 

 

21  
9a-12p Food Pantry 

9a-3p Lee County 
Health Department 

8p-9p Lambda 
Drummer (AA) 

 

22  
9a-1p Ceramics with 
Marc Call Church for 
Details 

 

23  
9a-12p Food Pantry 

6:30p-8:15p Serenity 
by the River NA 
Meeting 

 

24  
Church Office Closed 

9a-1p Ceramics with 
Marc Call Church for 
Details 

8p-9p Friday Family 
AA Group 

 

25  
Church Office Closed 

6p-7p The Rainbow 
Group of NA 

8p-9p Lambda 
Drummer (AA) 

 

26  
10a-11a Traditional 
Worship 

 

27 Memorial Day 
9a-1p Ceramics with 
Marc Call Church for 
Details 

 

28  
9a-12p Food Pantry 

8p-9p Lambda 
Drummer (AA) 

 

29  
9a-1p Ceramics with 
Marc Call Church for 
Details 

 

30  
9a-12p Food Pantry 

6:30p-8:15p Serenity 
by the River NA 
Meeting 

 

31  
Church Office Closed 

9a-1p Ceramics with 
Marc Call Church for 
Details 

8p-9p Friday Family 
AA Group 

 

Notes: 
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Tears and the Tomato Field 

“The door through which God enters our 
lives latches from the inside, it is our 
decision to unlock the door or not.” 

I can still picture “Busia” (we used 
the Polish word for grandmother) sitting 
behind the farmhouse, a kerchief on her 
head, an big white apron wrapped around 
her waist, a blanket spread on the grass, 
with bright red tomatoes spread over 
the blanket. She hand-polished each to-
mato to a bright sheen and arranged 
each of them in small baskets, readying 
them to be sold at the farmer’s market 
in Ann Arbor, Michigan. No one would 
buy a tomato that had a blemish or had 
any physical defect in any way.  I grew 
up on two acres of the eighty-acre fami-
ly farm owned by my grandparents in a 
small town in Michigan. 

My grandmother was a wonderful 
cook. I remember eating fresh, juicy, 
ripe strawberries with slightly soured 
cream and sugar with home-baked bread. 
The cream was from the few cows that 
were still kept at the farm when I was a 
child. “Klops,” simple, but delicious, ham-
burgers redolent of garlic were also a 
treat.  

When Busia fed the chickens or 
hoed the garden, she wore a long dress 
with an apron and a kerchief around her 
head to protect against the sun. I re-
member her bent figure, and that long, 
white apron into which she placed fruit, 
vegetables, or an errant chick that need-
ed to be returned to the coop. 

 
My last memory of my grandmother 

was of her at my Aunt Kay’s house. I was 
going to visit Poland, land of my ances-
tors. I would study at the Jagellonian 
University in Krakow and was close 
enough to schedule day trips to towns 
from which my relatives came. My grand-
mother wailed, “Why does he want to go 
to Poland? We worked so hard to escape 
from there! Don’t let him go!” I went to 
Poland anyway, and found my grand-
mother’s youngest sister. In her, I saw 
my grandmother as I had as a child. She 
took me in and fixed me dinner, just as 
my grandmother would have done. Her 
voice was my grandmother’s voice and I 
felt both awe and sadness. She told me 
stories in Polish, just as my Busia had 
done.  

Why do I remember Busia polishing 
tomatoes? Long after she  passed away, 
I moved to Florida. One day I stumbled 
onto a field of Florida tomatoes. Hun-
dreds and hundreds of luscious, red, ripe 
tomatoes were left on the vines to rot. 
Once a tomato turns pink in Florida it is 
too late to pick. I gazed over that huge 
tomato field and knew that my grand-
mother would have cried to see the 
waste. To her, every tomato was pre-
cious, and she did her best to make sure 
that each tomato that was to go to mar-
ket was perfect. When I saw all those 
tomatoes, tears came to my eyes, the 
eyes of her grandchild, who knew what 
those tomatoes would have meant to his 
Busia. 

When I was young my dad took Busia 
and me to Chicago to visit her sister. It 
was a long trip then, driving along Michi-
gan Avenue, from Detroit to Chicago.  
Busia brought along a pan of City Chick-
en, so that we would have a snack along 
the way. I can still remember it as if it 
was yesterday.  

City Chicken contains no chicken. It 
is made up of chunks of pork and veal 
that are put on a skewer, breaded, and 
then fried. Tradition has it that during 
the Great Depression, city folk did not 
have access to chicken as it was too ex-
pensive, so they made do with "mock" 
chicken. If you use your imagination, City 
Chicken can look a bit like a breaded 
chicken drumstick! 

 
 
 

Adam’s City Chicken 
 
1 pound pork for stew 
1 pound veal for stew 
1 onion 
Flour 
2 eggs 

1 cup milk 
Bread crumbs (I use Japanese Panko 
breadcrumbs, made finer using a rolling 
pin) 
Wooden or bamboo skewers 
Vegetable oil 
2 celery tops, very coarsely chopped 
 
Heat oven to 350 degrees. 
 
Cut onion in half. Cut halves into thirds. 
Turn and cut again into thirds. You 
should have many half-inch pieces of 
onion. Microwave for about 1 minute or 
until onion is tender. 
 
Cut pork and veal into 1” chunks. Spray 
skewers with cooking spray. Alternate 
one piece of pork, 1 piece of onion, 1 
piece of veal, 1 piece of pork, etc. until 
you have about a 4” skewer of meat 
firmly packed, Salt and pepper to taste. 
 
Dredge in flour. Shake off excess flour. 
Beat eggs, add milk, and whisk together. 
Dip meat into egg mixture, Coat with 
breadcrumbs. Fry in medium hot oil until 
lightly brown on all sides. 

Transfer to baking pan. Top with celery. 
Bake for 30 minutes at 350 degrees. 
 
If you would like to read more of my 
stories and recipes, please check out my 
blog at: 
 
http://apolishkitchen.blogspot.com 
 
In love and service, 
Adam    

Food for thought...from the kitchen of Adam Janowski 

http://apolishkitchen.blogspot.com
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If you have a loved one   

paying for skilled nursing 

home care, depleting their 

savings, ask us for a free 

consultation to evaluate 

whether they could qualify 

for Medicaid, even if they 

exceed the income and or 

asset limits. 

1025 Santa Barbara Blvd 

Suite #9 

Cape Coral, FL 33991 
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As a licensed real estate professional and Realtor I am uniquely qualified to bring Buyers and   

Sellers together during the sale of a property. The ethical standard, in which I am bound, both   

personally and professionally, provides me with a framework in which to facilitate a seamless 

transaction for all parties involved.  

As a top producing, seasoned professional I work diligently to be sure that confidentiality,        

trustworthiness, discretion, and disclosure are at the forefront of each negotiation, in which I am 

involved, according to the written agreements I have with my customers.  

A real estate transaction is an investment of not only my clients’ money but their time. I strive to 

be conscientious of all parties’ time and money to be sure that the investment a client makes with 

me is a solid investment. 

Please Access Jack if you would like to discuss the investment of your time and money in a real 

estate transaction. I am confident that I have the experience and resources to help you facilitate a 

successful agreement.  

 

Please Call Jack Lewis at (239)839-5927  

 

Please visit me online anytime at www.accessjack.com  

http://www.accessjack.com
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