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The CHANNEL is a newsletter publi-

cation of Saint John the Apostle
MCC. Any publication or inclusion of
any names, organizations or businesses do not reflect the religious or sexual orientation or lifestyle of such
individuals or groups. Any opinions
expressed herein are those of the
writers and do not necessarily represent the opinion of Saint John the
Apostle MCC. Likewise, inclusion of
advertising from any sponsor does
not constitute such endorsement by
The CHANNEL or Saint John the
Apostle MCC. Articles printed in The
CHANNEL may be reprinted by any
UFMCC church.

Do we find that closeness is too much to bear, because it’s never
easy to let someone into our lives - especially if we‘ve been hurt by
someone or something that we loved or trusted. Or is it that we have
cultural, social or physical prejudices towards others. Additionally, the
equality issues placed in our path of travel through the world we live in.
Are we living in the “closet” still, because it is easier that way.
How do we put our best foot forward to those who come to our
doors at Saint John the Apostle Metropolitan Community Church?
Financially, how can we keep going in these times, as individuals
and as a church?
These seem to be the problems we struggle with every time we
are asked to love one another and support our church.
In the past month the challenge was issued to come up with our
mission statement, reflecting what we as a church (the people of Saint
John’s) feel is our calling and purpose in the community of Fort Myers.

The mission of St. John the Apostle Metropolitan Community
Church (SJAMCC) is to embrace God’s Love, forgiveness and grace,
in acceptance of all people; Empowering us as a loving, supportive
community, to live in the world and to share by example, the love
of Jesus our Christ.
If this mission statement is true and reflects how we feel about
our church and community “ALL” of us must get up off our holy assets
and make it come to fusion through hard work and financial support.
We must mean what we say and say what we mean.
It is “Possible”
Bob Schneider,
Lay Delegate
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Friday Night at the Movies
There will be one more movie for Friday Night At The Movies before we close up
shop for the summer. On June 15th there will be a showing of the Oscar-winning documentary The Times of Harvey Milk. If you saw the movie Milk, you owe it to yourself to
see the real man in action.
From Wikipedia: "The Times of Harvey Milk documents the political career of Harvey
Milk, who was San Francisco's first openly gay supervisor. The film documents Milk's rise
from a neighborhood activist to a symbol of gay political achievement, through to his assassination in November
1978 at San Francisco's city hall, and the Dan White trial and aftermath.
The film was produced after Milk's death using original interviews, exclusive documentary footage, news
reports, and archival footage, so that Milk is credited as the lead (posthumously). Other politicians including San
Francisco mayor George Moscone (who was assassinated with Milk), and Moscone's successor and now United
States Senator Dianne Feinstein appear in archival footage. The movie opens with a tearful
Feinstein delivering her announcement to the media that Moscone and Milk had been assassinated by Dan White.
Also featured in the film is schoolteacher Tom Ammiano, now a member of the California State Assembly.
The film won the Academy Award for Best Documentary Feature for 1984, and was
awarded Special Jury Prize at the first Sundance Film Festival, among other awards."
As of right now, there will be no movie in July or August. Friday Night At The Movies will start up again
in September or October, bigger and better than ever. If you would like to help host one of the movie evenings or just volunteer to help out, please see me after service and we'll talk.
Tim Meyers

FOOD PANTRY NEEDS

food stamps, for example, toilet tissue, bar soap, and

other toiletries. When it comes to these items, if you
have a membership to one of the warehouse clubs,
The demand for food from our food pantry has inSam’s, BJ’s, Costco, etc., you can get large quantities
creased considerably! If you have the means to do so, for a really reasonable price.
please remember us by dropping off canned vegetables
Remember, too, that we can use your help in the
and/or some of what we have listed below.
work of the food pantry. If you are interested in helpPeanut Butter
ing in that way, please see Ron or let someone in the
office know. The pantry is open from 9AM-12PM on
Jelly
Tuesdays and Thursdays. For your information, memPasta Sauce
bers of the congregation who know of persons in need
of food can refer those folks to our pantry. Finally,
Canned tuna or Salmon
make a special effort to bring food to the church on
Mac and Cheese
Food Pantry Sunday (the first Sunday of every
Corn Muffin Mix
month). You will feel better when you do! Guaranteed!
Pork and Beans
We especially need items that can’t be bought with

Thank you,
Ron Johnson
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NOTES FROM “THE CHANNEL” STAFF
Hi to all of you from our new Layout person
Wayne Green. I had hoped to announce an Editor also.
However, things did not work out as planned.
Sorry this first edition of ours is getting out a
bit later than normal, with the Memorial Day holiday
falling during this week, with a number of people who
write articles for our newsletter on vacation, and the
church office being closed for the Memorial Day holiday, we just couldn’t bring it all together in time!

the next edition of “The Channel”.
Remember, this is something you can do for every edition of the newsletter. All you have to do is submit it to us for review by the Wednesday of the second
week of the month, prior to publication. We will see if
we can’t get your article in print!!! Since our next edition is for August-September, the deadline is Wednesday, the week of July 9th; the next will be the OctoberNovember issue, which means you need to submit by
Wednesday, the week of September 10th, etc., etc.
Do you have any ideas for articles you would like
to see in The Channel, yet you are not up to writing
about it yourself. Send us the idea and we will see if we
can find someone to write about the subject.

I will work as hard as I can to produce this
newsletter and maintain the standards of the previous
Do you know of some GLBTQ function that is
staff. Mary Leigh and Connie Hughes did a wonderful
coming
up?
Let us know, so we can include it in the next
job for many years and now we have to try to fill their
edition. (Just keep in mind the lead times and publishshoes. I make this commitment to you, our readers; I
will do everything I can to make it a newsletter you, and ing dates when submitting these type things)
our church can be proud of.
Send your comments, suggestions, and articles
to: waynegr69@yahoo.com.
You can help!! How, you say? We need an Editor! Also, have you ever considered writing an article
I am excited about working on The Channel,
for the newsletter? Do any of you have a hidden desire OUR newsletter and look forward to hearing comments
to be a writer, to see your name in a by-line? Now is
from you, our readers. Let us know what you like and
your chance!
what you don’t like. We will do what we can to make
changes to please our readers.
Submit an article to us for consideration by
Wednesday July 11, the week of July 9, 2012, and we
will take a look at it, and you might see your article in

COOKBOOK SALE FOR BENEFIT OF DEAN’S FOOD PANTRY
“FOR THE CRIME OF TASTING GOOD”
COOK BOOK.

The Office Pub is PUBlishing the
cookbook and all profits will benefit
Deans Food Pantry, at SJAMCC.
Thanks to all our friends and families for sharing about
200 recipes for this worthy cause. The cookbook will retail for
$20.00 regularly, order before June 15th and save $3.00 on
each copy.
You can order the books either at the church or at The
Office Pub. Order forms are available at both locations.
Make checks payable to The Office Pub.
Books will arrive in October.

Wayne Green

NOTE FROM SUE SEITZ
Watch for the return of Sue Seitz’s
articles on her journeys in the next
edition of The Channel.
Due to unforeseen circumstances Sue was
not able to get her article in this issue.
But, she will return!!
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
SENIOR PASTOR
Rev. Steve Filizzi

pastor@sjamcc.com

Congregational Administrator
Kurt Hood

admin@sjamcc.com

CHOIR DIRECTOR / ORGANIST

music@sjamcc.com
BOARD MEMBERS
Dana Drew

Bruce Mericle

Nancy Kilmartin

Charles Millard

Jack Lewis

Eloise Pennington
board@sjamcc.com

DEACONS
Tony Cerullo

Tim Meyers

Glenda Enterline

Wanda Neubert

Jonathan Hollander

Mary Jane Soller

deaconate@sjamcc.com
LAY DELEGATES
Glenda Enterline

Bob Schneider
delegate@sjamcc.com

TREASURER
Dale Gnatek

treasurer@sjamcc.com

Bob Schneider, Assistant to the Treasurer

CHURCH OFFICE
(239) 344-0012
Fax: (239) 344-0445

www.sjamcc.com
3049 McGregor Blvd., Ft. Myers, FL 33901

OFFICE HOURS
Monday through Thursday
10 am – 2 pm

Pastor’s Pen
Getting Away From It All
We are coming to the time of
year when most people plan some type of
break. It is known as taking a vacation.
Different people take different types
of vacations. For some it is a time filled
with doing new things and going to new
places. It is filled with sight-seeing and
adventures. For others a vacation consists of going to some other place with minimal activities. It
is about slowing down. Both types of vacations provide a recharging of personal energy. The same type of experience
should be part of our spiritual life.
A GOD-Vacation, or more commonly called a retreat, is
a help to one’s spiritual health just as a vacation is beneficial
for one’s physical and mental health. Just as with vacations,
different people can take different kinds of retreats. There
can be very active retreats with group meetings, sharing and
prayer time. There is also the private retreat with personal
prayer, reading and quiet time.
The place for a retreat is important. It would be possible to have a spiritual retreat in Key West, but the distractions would be an obstacle; so, you need to find a place that
is designed for such a time. A cabin in the woods North Dakota would work, but there are options closer to home. One
such place is the Mother of God House of Prayer in Alva.
The House of Prayer is a "home away from home". You
can enjoy a relaxed atmosphere and create the rhythm that
works best for you. You prepare your own meals when you
wish with the food provided in the fully stocked refrigerator, freezer and pantry. There are five spacious and comfortable bedrooms and two full shower/baths. There is also a
solar-heated, screened swimming pool. It is a good idea to
wear comfortable clothing and walking shoes.
If you are interested in “getting away from it all” you
can call the House of Prayer at 239-728-3614. Rates are $20
for use of the facilities for the day, or $75 for overnight
with food.
Pastor Steve
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There was a request for a Volunteers
Bulletin Board to be place in a strategic place
so that organizations requesting such will
The board met at its regu- have their needs noted.
larly scheduled time on April 19,
A request has been made by Deacon
2012. After the opening prayer Tim Meyers to do a series of 50/50 drawings
and the approval of the Agenda
on movie night to purchase a new screen.
along with the consent Agenda,
There would be no cost from the church
there was an addition of a review funds.
of the New Web site.
A request and a quote were received
The minutes of the meeting of March for the repair of the A/C that supplies the
15, 2012 were approved.
needs of the chapel and the food pantry. No
The Pastor’s Report included the tim- action was taken at this time and another
quote will be requested.
ing and the rethinking of qualities that we
are looking for in a new musical director, the
continued development and scheduled meeting with Glenna Tibbs in May concerning the
Vision and Mission statement for the church, The Financial Report was accepted
the scheduled return of Sr. Carol Beevers
for another program in May and the developIn new business, the board approved
ment of two programs dealing with (1) the
the request that the trans-gendered support
characteristics of a fruitful congregation
group can meet on Saturday mornings, apand the (2) the beliefs of various Christian
proved a call for volunteers bulletin board,
denominations.
approved the motion concerning Tim’s reThe facilities Development report con- quest to have a 50/50 drawing for the Friday
cerned the New Stair Risers that were donight movies and the resolution of the A/C
nated, the installation of the new visitor
for the aforementioned areas.
Parking/Pastor signs that were recently installed, the exploration of the task of paintOld business concerned the review of
ing the four-restroom doors and the overall
the 3Ws.
use of the storage areas.

BOARD HIGHLIGHTS

The stewardship report states that
the Bingo and BBQ activity generated
$700.00 to the general fund. The Wicked
Ticket winner was Bob Schneider and the
event raised $600.00 for the General Fund.
.

Submitted by Charlie Millard
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Faulty Thinking

Equivocación

Read Romans 5:12 – 21

Lea: Romanos 5:12-21

Four people – a pilot, a professor, a pastor,
and a hiker – were flying in a small plane when
the engines died. The pilot said, “There are
only three parachutes. Since this is my plane,
I’m taking one of them.” He put it on and
jumped out. The professor said, “I’m brilliant
and the world needs me, so I’m taking a parachute,” and he jumped out.

Cuatro personas (un piloto, un profesor, un
pastor y un alpinista) volaban en un pequeño
avión cuando los motores se detuvieron. El piloto dijo: “Hay solo tres paracaídas. Como este avión es mío, yo voy a usar uno.” Se lo puso
y saltó. El profesor dijo: “Soy brillante y el
mundo me necesita, así que, yo tomo otro paracaídas.”; y saltó.

Then the pastor told the hiker, “I don’t want
to be selfish, so you take the last parachute.”
The hiker replied, “There are still two left, so
we can each have one. The professor jumped
out with my backpack instead of the parachute!” Though the professor thought he
would land safely, his assurance was based on
faulty thinking.

Entonces, el pastor le dijo al alpinista: “No
quiero ser egoísta, así que, toma el último paracaídas.” El alpinista respondió: “Todavía
quedan dos, así que, podemos usar uno cada
uno. ¡El profesor saltó con mi mochila en vez
del paracaídas!” Aunque el profesor pensó que
aterrizaría a salvo, su seguridad estaba basada en una equivocación.

Some people have an assurance of salvation
based on faulty thinking. They believe that
church attendance, baptism, or just being
good will gain them approval from God. But
our thinking is faulty if it isn’t based on what
God says in God’s word. God says that “all
have sinned” and that we are God’s enemies.
But through the death and resurrection of
God’s Son, we can be made right with God
(Rom. 3:23; 5:8-10). By faith in what Christ
has done, we can have peace with God (5:1)
and the assurance of eternal life in heaven.

Algunas personas tienen una seguridad de salvación basada en una idea equivocada. Creen
que asistir a la iglesia, bautizarse o simplemente ser una buena persona hará que merezcan la
aprobación de Dios. Pero nuestra manera de
pensar es errónea si no está fundamentada en
lo que el Señor dice en la Palabra de Dios.
Dios dice que “todos pecaron” y que somos los
enemigos de Dios, pero que por medio de la
muerte y la resurrección de Hijo de Dios, podemos arreglar las cosas con Dios (Romanos
3:23,5:8-10). Al poner la fe en lo que Cristo
hizo, tenemos paz con Dios (5:1) y seguridad
de la vida eterna en el cielo.

Do you believe it? Your eternity is at stake.
Don’t trust faulty thinking but put your faith
in Christ.
Jonathan Hollander
Deacon St. John the Apostle

¿Lo crees? Está en juego tu eternidad. No
confíes en una equivocación, sino coloca tu fe
en Cristo.
Jonathan Hollander
Deacon St. John the Apostle
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Princess will be leaving from Ft Lauderdale FL
on November 24, 2012. Your first port of call
NOVEMBER 24, 2012
will be San Juan, Puerto Rico, then on to St.
Maarten, St. Thomas, U.S. Virgin Islands, with
We want to remind you of the upcoming a stop at the Princess Cays, Bahamas, before
FUND RAISING cruise on the Grand Princess, arriving back in Ft. Lauderdale FL, on Decemone of the Princess Cruise lines great ships.
ber 1st.
This ship is 950 Ft. long. It carries 2,590 pasAnother bonus with this cruise is that a
sengers. It was launched on September 29,
private motor coach will provide us with very
1998.
inexpensive transportation from the church
SJAMCC 25th ANNIVERSARY CRUISE

Not only is this a fund raising event,
raising much needed money for our church, but
it is also in celebration of our church’s upcoming 25th Anniversary. This cruise is open to
everyone!! Invite your friends, your neighbors,
your family members, and your co-workers!!

to the pier and back to the church. We

If those reasons alone are not enough to
convince you to go on this cruise, how about
just the thrill of going to the Eastern Caribbean, and enjoying all the pleasures a cruise can
offer! You will be with many of your friends
from SJAMCC. You will also have the added
opportunity to meet new and exciting people,
and you will visit new and exciting ports of call.

Just think of it! No driving to the other
side of the state! No parking fees! No drive
back from Ft. Lauderdale on the day of return!!

Speaking of ports of call, the Grand

SECOND SUNDAY BRUNCH
Don’t forget to mark your calendar’s to come to
our Second Sunday brunch, on Sunday, June 10, 2012.
Adam Janowski is once again doing the cooking,
so you know it is going to be a great brunch!
Bring a friend, a neighbor, or a relative to attend our wonderful morning service and then stay for
the delightful brunch.
This is a case where you can get a great
brunch, after hearing an enlightening sermon, and the
cost is up to you. Just make a donation in the amount
your heart leads you to do.
COME ON OUT AND JOIN US FOR A GREAT
TIME AND A GREAT MEAL!
SEE YOU AT CHURCH!!!

need to get at least 35 (thirty-five) people to
book this cruise in order to obtain this transportation service. Thus far, we are right at
that number. The more the merrier! Perhaps
we can get an even larger bus.

If you are interested in helping the
church and having a great vacation at the same
time, please call the church office (239-3440012) for information

THE CHANNEL NEEDS AN EDITOR
HELP! As you know, Connie our previous editor has
retired. We had a person lined up but due to circumstances beyond his control, things just aren’t working
out right now for him to take on the job.
If you have a good grasp of the English language, and enjoy reading, and maybe writing, this could
be something you could do. If you have a degree in
English that would be great! However, we don’t think
it is a requirement.
We need someone with a desire to help us
make The Channel a great newsletter. If you have
that desire, and the time, and would be interested, call
Wayne Green (239-772-1740), or email him at
waynegr69@yahoo.com. You may also contact Kurt
Hood at the church office.
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WE ENCOURGE
YOU TO SUPPORT
OUR ADVERTISERS!

If you have a loved
one paying for skilled
nursing home care, depleting their savings, ask
us for a free consultation
to evaluate whether they
could qualify for Medicaid, even if they exceed
the income and or asset
limits.

1025 Santa Barbara Blvd
Suite #9
Cape Coral, FL 33991

Every Mon., Wed. & Fri.
Call Marc at: 634-8599
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This space is available for your ad.

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS

CELEBRATIONS

TAN

Tamiami Area Nudists

-a group for gay males
enjoying naturism in SW Florida
Fort Myers/Naples ~ Phone: (239) 691-6058
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In this issue, I would like you to know that I am a Member in
good standing of the following professional organizations:
National Association of Realtors
Florida Association of Realtors
Realtor Association of Greater Ft Myers and The Beach
“Not all agents or brokers are REALTORS® -- there is a difference

Please Access Jack

As a prerequisite to selling real estate, a person must be li-

to HELP you Buy or Sell

censed by the state in which they work, either as an agent/
salesperson or as a broker. Before a license is issued, minimum

Real Estate in

standards for education, examinations and experience, which

June and July 2012

are determined on a state by state basis, must be met. After
receiving a real estate license, most agents go on to join their
local board or association of REALTORS® and the NATIONAL

I regularly Contribute

ASSOCIATION OF REALTORS®, the world's largest profes-

to SJAMCC!

sional trade association. They can then call themselves REAL-

Please Call or Email

TORS®.

Jack Lewis

The term "REALTOR®" is a registered collective membership
mark that identifies a real estate professional who is a member

@ccess Real Estate

of the NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF REALTORS® and sub-

(239) 839—5927

scribes to its strict Code of Ethics (which in many cases goes

accessjack@msn.com

beyond state law). In most areas, it is the REALTOR® who
shares information on the homes they are marketing, through
a Multiple Listing Service (MLS). Working with a REALTOR®
who belongs to an MLS will give you access to the greatest
number of homes.”
As found on the Realtor.com website as written by Move, Inc

$400.00
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