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look on a map, you can see that the distance is not that great. So why did it take
forty years? They needed that time to prepare. The other account in scripture

if we start looking. Or we might not know how to do it. Or it is just too “dang”
hard. Whatever our excuse might be, God still wants to give a blessing. Do you

The CHANNEL is a newsletter publi-

want a gift from God? If you do, then you have to open the present, open yourself and let God do the rest. “How?” you ask. Here are some recommendations:

cation of Saint John the Apostle
MCC. Any publication or inclusion of
 Regular Church attendance – being with a community helps keep
any names, organizations or businessfocus
es do not reflect the religious or sexual orientation or lifestyle of such
 Take time for special daily prayer – try using a Lenten devotional
individuals or groups. Any opinions
 Give some time for someone else – whether service or fun, be
expressed herein are those of the
there for someone else
writers and do not necessarily repre Attend special programs that are offered – Bible study and praysent the opinion of Saint John the
Apostle MCC. Likewise, inclusion of
er programs are great opportunities
advertising from any sponsor does not
Looking at these examples, they have something in common. That is being
constitute such endorsement by The
CHANNEL or Saint John the Apostle present. Be present to God. Be present to others, and be present to yourself.
MCC. Articles printed in The CHANGive a blessing, receive a blessing. By the way – Lent begins February 22nd.
NEL may be reprinted by any UFMCC
church.
Pastor Steve
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FEBRUARY IS BLACK HISTORY MONTH
Important Dates in February:
February 12, 1809: Birth of Abraham Lincoln
February 14, 1818: Birth of Fredrick Douglass
February 23, 1868: W. E. B. DuBois, important civil rights leader and co-founder of the NAACP, was born.
February 3, 1870: The 15th Amendment was passed, granting blacks the right to vote.
February 25, 1870: The first black U.S. senator, Hiram R. Revels (1822-1901), took his oath of office.
February 12, 1909: The National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) was founded by a
group of concerned black and white citizens in New York City.
February 1, 1960: In what would become a civil-rights movement milestone, a group of black Greensboro, N.C.,
college students began a sit-in at a segregated Woolworth's lunch counter.
February 21, 1965: Malcolm X, the militant leader who promoted Black Nationalism, was shot to death by three
Black Muslims.
February 07, 2012: National Black HIV/AIDS Awareness Day is observed.
From MCC’s Black History Month Resources 2012

UPCOMING EVENTS SPONSORED BY THE STEWARDSHIP CREW
THANK YOU DINNER FOR THE CONGREGATION

MANGA! MANGA!
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 10th at 6:00 PM
The SJAMCC Stewardship Crew would like to thank
you for giving of your time, talents and treasure by your receiving a free meal on us.
We'll be serving up an all you can eat Italian
feast featuring spaghetti with either a traditional meat sauce or a pomodoro (non meat)
sauce for our vegetarian friends, salad,
bread and yummy desert!. Please help us know how many to
cook for by signing up at the label table as soon as possible
and come hungry! Open to everyone in the church.

HAVE YOU EVER...?

Have you ever thought of leading a class or
workshop? Do you perhaps have knowledge you would like
to share? Right now, yes right now, you can schedule an
hour a week or once a month to share your skills,
knowledge, or enthusiasm for a hobby or interest area.
This is your opportunity to meet new people and have fun.
If you want to share your expertise on a topic, schedule it.
Call the office at St. John the Apostle (344-0012) and
talk to Kurt.

BOOT SCOOTING BINGO NIGHT AT THE
CHURCH
SATURDAY, MARCH 24th at 6:00PM
Save the date!
The SJAMCC Stewardship
Crew is sponsoring a Dinner, Bingo and
Dancing Fundraiser Night featuring a
barbequed chicken dinner for $10 for
those who buy tickets in advance or $15 for those who
pay at the door. We will have Bingo and Country and
Western music and possibly line dancing!
Wear your cowboy or cowgirl hat and
boots if you like. Come and have fun with
us and support the church!

WEEKLY E-NEWS FROM SJAMCC

Are you receiving the new weekly e-

news from St. John the Apostle? If not and you

would like to, please let Kurt know by sending an e-mail
to admin@SJAMCC.com. The e-news is a recent addition and a good one to help us keep connected to what
is going on currently and what is coming up in the near
future.

Page 3

The Channel, St. John the Apostle MCC

THE STEWARDSHIP CREW – GIVING IS RECEIVING
The Stewardship Crew was formed at the end of March of last year as a result of the MCC Church Size
Summit that 9 of our congregants attended to identify opportunities for the future of SJAMCC. The Stewardship Crew organized and completed the first Stewardship Pledge Campaign on Easter Sunday 2011.
This past September, the crew held a presentation to bring in new members and expand the crew. There
are now 13 members who are dedicated to helping to sustain and support the church in its ministry to the community. This involves teaching God’s love to our diverse community in order to deepen our relationship with God, each
other, and ourselves through the giving of our time, talents and treasures.
We have been meeting every other Monday evening at the church, planning fundraising events, exploring
volunteer opportunities in our community, working on the SJAMCC Stewardship brochure that we sent out in late
November, and the 2012 Stewardship Pledge Campaign. We are the individuals who wear the blue SJAMCC Stewardship Crew shirts, which we bought for ourselves so the congregation can know who we are and that we are
working for the good of the church.
Our meeting minutes are e-mailed to all members of the crew, as well as the pastor, the treasurer, and
the congregational administrator. Kurt has been very helpful to us with all our printings and mailings, and he
needs to be kept informed about all our scheduling for events so they can be cleared on the church calendar and
be announced. Three of our members are also members of the board of directors, and they deserve credit for
giving so much of their time, talents, and resources.
Recently, we have done at least five “Stewardship Moments” during the Sunday Services: to thank the
congregation for completing the 2011 Pledge Campaign; to announce the beginning of the new campaign for 2012;
to inform the congregation about what SJAMCC does for the community and what MCC is doing in the global community; and to thank the congregation for pledging to the church. We have also designed and written thank you
notes which we sent out to all who completed and returned their pledge cards. We thank Kurt and Dale, our
treasurer, for all the help they have given us with this and all our projects.
With the guidance of Bob Bodycomb, our fundraising chairperson, we planned and sponsored a fundraiser
Halloween Dance, and we recently sponsored an enjoyable movie night and raffle. Tim Myers deserves most of
the credit for that, and he assures us that we will be having more movie nights, including one already scheduled
for February 17.
We donate our time and talents for the benefit of the church to discuss and plan for fundraising and other activities at our meetings. There is a great deal of planning and preparation that goes into projects, including
designing, printing, and mailing our flyers, letters and notes, and our sponsorship and scheduling of fundraisers
and events. We are grateful for all that our members and friends contribute to the church. We are all stewards,
and we will continue to make St. John the Apostle MCC a great and growing church.
Future events include a Thank You Dinner for the congregation which is scheduled for February 10 th at
6:00 PM, the Church Yard Sale scheduled for March 10 th with David Samson as the chairperson, a Bingo Night
scheduled for March 24th at 6:00 PM, and an Auction for April 13th. We are also looking at other exciting events
that will allow our congregants to enjoy Christian fellowship together.
If you would like to become a member of the Stewardship Crew or learn more about stewardship events,
please contact Kurt Hood, Congregational Administrator, in the church office.
Jim Sieffert and the Stewardship Crew
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Bless the Interruptions

Bendice las interrupciones

Read: Psalm 33:10-15

Lectura: Salmo 33:10-15

The Lord . . . makes the plans of the peoples of no ef-

El Señor frustra los planes de las naciones. Los planes

fect. The counsel of the Lord stands forever. —Psalm 33:10- del Señor quedan firmes para siempre… —Salmo 33:10-11 nvi

1 1

N e w

I n t e r n a t i o n a l

V e r s i o n Si tu vida se parece un poco a la mía, estará bastante bien

If your life is anything like mine, it’s pretty well planned out. planificada. Tengo un calendario que me recuerda las citas, las
I have a calendar that reminds me of appointments, meetings, reuniones y otras actividades que debo realizar. Inevitableand other “to-do” items. Inevitably, interruptions change my mente, las interrupciones me cambian el día de manera
day dramatically; and while they can be frustrating, they also dramática; y aunque pueden ser frustrantes, también tienen
can be productive.

su lado positivo.

Some of the great advances in God’s plans have come

Algunos de los grandes avances en los planes de Dios se

through “interruptions” to the normal routine. Take Mary, for han producido mediante «interrupciones» a la rutina diaria.
example. An angel interrupted her life with the announcement Tomemos, por ejemplo, a María. Un ángel la interrumpió para
that she would have a son named Jesus. Since she was a virgin anunciarle que tendría un hijo que se llamaría Jesús. Como ella
and engaged to be married, this news was undoubtedly shock- era virgen y estaba comprometida para casarse, esta noticia
ing and deeply troubling (Luke 1:26-31). And Saul, the Jewish fue, sin duda, completamente perturbadora y angustiante
zealot who persecuted early Christians, was on his way to Da- (Lucas 1:26-31). Y Saulo, el zelote judío que perseguía a los
mascus to arrest more followers of “the Way” when he was primeros cristianos, iba camino a Damasco para arrestar a
blinded by Jesus Himself (Acts 9:1-9). This life-changing in- otros seguidores del «Camino» cuando el propio Jesús lo dejó
terruption had huge implications for the future of Christiani- ciego (Hechos 9:1-9). Esta interrupción que le cambió la vida
ty.

tuvo inmensas implicaciones para el futuro del cristianismo.
The psalmist reminds us that the Lord can make “the

El salmista nos recuerda que el Señor puede frustrar «los

plans of the peoples of no effect” (Ps. 33:10). Yet all too of- planes de las naciones» (Salmo 33:10 nvi). No obstante, con
ten we respond to the interruptions of our well-ordered lives suma frecuencia reaccionamos con frustración, irritación, tewith attitudes like frustration, irritation, fear, and doubt. mor y dudas frente a las interrupciones de nuestra bien esGod’s surprises in our day are full of opportunities. Let’s wel- quematizada vida. Las sorpresas de Dios a lo largo del día
come them as a new “to-do list” from Him.
Jonathan Hollander
Look for God’s purpose in your next interruption.

están llenas de oportunidades. Recibámoslas con agrado como
si fuera una nueva «lista de cosas para hacer» elaborada por
el Señor.
Jonathan Hollander
Busca el propósito de Dios en tu próxima interrupción.

Welcome to the New
Assistant to the Moderator

Linda Beckstead has been
hired to replace Connie Meadows, who
is retiring at the end of this year. Linda will be Rev. Elder Nancy Wilson's
new assistant starting January 3. She
will also serve as the Project Manager
for the International Task Force
(ITF). Linda comes to this position after an award-winning career teaching
journalism in high school. She provided
leadership to MCC Omaha in marketing,
website development, and music ministry, as well as served as moderator on
their board of directors. Highlights of

her leadership include co-planning two
Heartland Network multi-state conferences, coordinating relief efforts for
Spirit of Christ MCC after a tornado
devastated
a
portion
of
Joplin, Missouri, and preaching at the MCC
Region 8 conference in Denver, Colorado, in 2004. Linda and her partner
Susie will be relocating from Omaha,
Nebraska, to Sarasota. Her new email
address
will
be
LindaBeckstead@MCCchurch.net.
Taken from UFMCC web site…
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CHURCH DIRECTORY

Spring Yard Sale
March 10, 2012

SENIOR PASTOR
Rev. Steve Filizzi

pastor@sjamcc.com

7AM—2 PM

Congregational Administrator
Kurt Hood

admin@sjamcc.com

CHOIR DIRECTOR / ORGANIST
Paul Reilly / Philip Weatherford
music@sjamcc.com
BOARD MEMBERS
Dana Drew

Bruce Mericle

Nancy Kilmartin

Charles Millard

Jack Lewis

Eloise Pennington
board@sjamcc.com

DEACONS
Tony Cerullo

Tim Meyers

Glenda Enterline

Wanda Neubert

Jonathan Hollander

Mary Jane Soller

deaconate@sjamcc.com
LAY DELEGATES
Glenda Enterline

Bob Schneider
delegate@sjamcc.com

TREASURER
Dale Gnatek
Bob Schneider, Assistant to the Treasurer

CHURCH OFFICE
(239) 344-0012
Fax: (239) 344-0445
Emergency Pager: (239) 279-1169

www.sjamcc.com
3049 McGregor Blvd., Ft. Myers, FL 33901

OFFICE HOURS
Monday through Thursday
10 am – 2 pm

It is that time again…
time to start putting aside items
for the church yard sale. Are
you downsizing or want to make
more space in your house or just
want to make a few changes? Do
it, and donate those not needed
or unwanted items to our sale.
You may bring your items to the
church beginning Sunday, February 26th and any time thereafter that the church is open.
Remember, this can be a big fundraiser for our
church. Bring everything you can and check with your neighbors to see if they have things they would like to donate. If
you need help getting large items to the church, call the
church office at 344-0012 or David Samson at 543-1133, and
an appointment will be made with you for a pickup.
It would be appreciated if clothing or bedding, etc., is
clean and folded when it is brought to the church. Clean
items and items that are in working order are much more appreciated.
As in the past, we are asking your help in making this event a
success. Not only can we come
together as a community and
have a good time (and maybe
take home a few treasures), but
we can also raise a significant
amount of money for all the ministries of St. John the Apostle.
As important, perhaps is the opportunity to help some less fortunate folks to buy things they
might not otherwise be able to afford.
Please see David to volunteer to help in any way you
can. Jobs are plentiful...many hands make light work!
David Samson
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The Journey to Mexico
“Poor Mexico, so far from God, so close to
the United States.” – Porfirio Diaz

hot. I began on the water, to Julie’s distress. She pointed
out that the water was for the trip. “This is the trip,” I said.
We made sure both our American and Mexican passports
were handy.

Getting the passports is another story. We went to
the Mexican embassy in Chicago and paid $50 each for them.
The journey to Mexico now seems so long ago. Yet They were dark green and would allow us to live in Mexico.
when I think about it, I can still feel the dust in my mouth, There was some uncertainty about how long. I figured it
the heat, and see the faces of the people I met there just as didn’t matter. I had traveled in Mexico before and thought
the time we stayed would depend on my GI tract more than
though it were yesterday.
anything else. I was right about this.
Why we went is now unimportant. It was like running
The line for the train included families, chickens,
away, a hiatus in the responsibilities of everyday life, a transition, so to speak. We had just retired, sold our house in dogs, and some things in crates. Small children were being
Wisconsin, and sorted out those things we thought we would cajoled and cared for quite tenderly. Some fussed, but none
keep. We packed these things and labeled the boxes in Eng- were punished, just comforted. In all the time I have spent
lish and Spanish, just in case, Julie said, we decided to live in Mexico I have never seen a child mistreated. Children may
there for a while. We had obtained the green passports that be sent to beg on the streets but are not emotionally or
physically abused.
allow one to stay in Mexico for an indefinite length of time.
Anyway, we began in El Paso, across the Rio Grande
from Juarez. We each took a backpack and a gym bag containing a few clothes, hygiene items and a book or two. Of
course I took my camera.
The reason for departing from El Paso was that Julie
had read the Berkeley students’ guide for traveling/living/
surviving in Mexico. In this incredible collection of (mis)
information, it said that Mexico now has a new luxury train.
This train has air conditioning, sleeper cars, seats that recline and food. This train supposedly ran from El Paso to
Mexico City. (Mexico City is denoted as Mexico d.f. to distinguish it from Mexico, the country.) We went to El Paso to
catch this luxury train, El Rapido del Norte.

About ten o’clock the line began to move slowly toward a gauntlet of soldiers and officials. People and their
goods were examined, papers shown. There were intense
discussions. When our turn came Julie said, “Now they will
look at our passports.”
Instead the soldiers gave us quick glance and motioned us forward. “They didn’t look at our passports,” Julie
said. “Probably they will look at them on the train.”
But we were hustled on the train without any inspection. No discussion. Just, “This way, Senoras.”

We entered a car that looked as if it had hauled
troops in WWI. From the ceiling a large black pipe extruded.
“The air conditioning,” Julie said. The conductor came
It took several days to arrange this. First, we took a
through closing all the windows and pulling shut some tatty
cab across the border to the Juarez railroad station. We
old red velvet curtains which I suspected harbored all sorts
found that we could not buy the ticket until the next day as
of insects and germs.
the ticket sales window was closed for the day.
The cab
from El Paso was mucho expensive. So the next morning, we
“No air conditioning,” I said to Julie.
walked across the bridge and caught a Mexican cab, which
“Of course there is,” she insisted. “That’s why he is
cost only a few pesos. We asked the cabby if he could transclosing the windows.” I thought she was ready to cite the
late for us. “Si, Senoras,” he said. We had to pound on the
Berkeley guide, but by then the conductor had left the car,
ticket master’s window for some time before he opened it.
and all the passengers, including me, pulled back the curtains
In pigeon Spanish, assisted by the cabby, I explained that we
and opened the windows letting in the hot night air and
needed two tickets for the train with the sleeper car. No
hordes of insects.
sleeper car. I ratcheted down to reclining seats. That was
“That is your air conditioning,” I said to Julie. Julie
lost in translation (an omen I ignored). I settled for two
tickets on the evening train. But I could not get them for paled slightly and opened another of the precious bottles of
that evening. Have to buy tickets today, come back manana water.
for the train.
El Tren got underway about midnight, wheezing and
Just as well. This gave us time to eat, sleep, and get groaning like some overburdened donkey. “I doubt this thing
used to doing little or nothing, which I have always found will make it to Mexico City,” I told my darling girl. But she
difficult. Julie, my partner, and a NURSE, decided we should was asleep, sitting up straight, her head lolled over, for the
provision ourselves in case we didn’t want to eat in the dining seats did not recline.
car. She bought grapes, cheese, bread and about 12 quarts of
+++++++++++++++++++
water. This was to be a 36 hours trip. One never knows.
At seven p.m. on Friday we again went to the railroad
station and took our places in the endless line. The station is
enormous, a cavernous building where no air stirs. It was so

(continued on next page)
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sionally passing enormous groves of pecans and a few
scrawny cattle. The man across the aisle smiled at me.
About dawn I could no longer deny my bladder
“American, bring water.”
Oh yes, irrigation, otherwise
some relief and sought out the Damas at the far end of
nothing grew.
the car. I took with me one of the sanitary alcohol wipes
Julie had bought. Although she seemed to trust the
Sometimes the train stopped, and out of a hut no
Berkeley guide, it was not to the point of ignoring certain bigger than a one-hole outhouse there came hordes of
precautions.
However, the Damas proved to be unac- women carrying baskets and trays of food, also coca cola.
ceptable. The mothers had taken their little ones to the We declined their offerings, ate our grapes and cheese,
Damas and permitted them to use the floor. I shut the and drank more water.
door and went to Caballeros. No one seemed to notice. I
During our time on the train, no one made eye consuspect they thought that I, being an old white woman
tact with us, except the man across the aisle. He and I
from the States, did not know better, and no one was
patched together some kind of patois that enabled us to
about to tell me. Caballeros was spotless. After all, the
communicate in a rudimentary fashion. He and his wife
men who work on the train used that. And so it was Cabalwere returning from picking beets in Colorado. He let me
leros all the way. I even convinced Julie that this was the
understand that he made mucho dinero. He was a genial
way to go, although I could tell it went against her strict
man, offering to trade some bananas for some of our
upbringing.
grapes, which we happily did. Others on the train would
Sometime early that Saturday morning the con- glance at us and hastily turn away. We must have seemed
ductor came along and placed two cardboard boxes in the like aliens. Also, Mexicans consider it rude to stare at
aisle. He indicated that one was for aluminum cans and the people.
other was for other trash. Recycling! I could not believe
Sometime during Saturday night I roused, rubbed
it. The cacti on either side of the train were festooned
my stiff neck and vaguely realized that El Tren was not
with trash from years gone by. All manner of paper and
moving. Oh well. Back to sleep. The next morning, as I
cans decorated the land ten to fifteen feet either side of
made my way over the recycling bins to the Cabelleros, I
the railroad. I was hopeful that Mexico was now trying to
looked out the end of the car and saw, not the engine, but
remedy this. The next morning the conductor came back
a small white goat browsing the sparse dry grass between
for the trash. He tossed one box out one side of the train
the rails: a small goat where the engine should have been.
and the other box out the other side. I have yet to understand.
To be continued…
Journey (continued from page 6)

Saturday we rode through miles of desert, occa-

Sue Seitz

Southwest Florida Gay and Lesbian Chorus News
Did you know that the Southwest Florida Gay and Lesbian Chorus is one of the two oldest
gay organizations in Southwest Florida? It is second only to St. John the Apostle. We are now in our 20th season and
are looking forward to celebrating that fact during this year. Here are some performances that are already planned.
On the weekend of February 4th, we have been invited to perform at the MGMC South Florida Choral Festival in Miami’s Trinity Episcopal Cathedral. There will be several south Florida choruses performing on Saturday night.
The spring concert dates have been set for May 23, 24, and 25. The major theme for the concerts will be
the works of Cole Porter. Guiding us through this season will be our director Paul Reilly and Jennette Ruszkowski, our
accompanist. Right now our singers number about 27, up from 13 a couple of years ago. We want to keep building on
that number. If you are interested in singing, or helping out in other ways, just come to rehearsal. As Marty says,
“You can join anytime!” Rehearsals are held at St. John the Apostle, 7 PM every Tuesday evening for 2 hours.
In July our chorus will participate in the national GALA festival in Denver. In the past we have sung in the
Gala Festivals held in Miami (2008) and Tampa (1996). Thousands of singers will participate, and hundreds of performances by choruses from all over the world will be given there. Each chorus, no matter how large or how small, will be
given its time to shine. So, you can understand why our members are so excited! Chorus members have to shoulder
the costs associated with travel and room and board. To that end, there will be several special fundraising activities
by the chorus to defray some of these costs.
The season is just starting! Please come and be a part of this exciting time!
Mary Leigh
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More Upcoming Events
Friday Night at the Movies
New for 2012, St. John the Apostle is starting a new monthly program of entertainment. On the 3rd Friday of the month, we will be showing movies in the Social Hall at 7:30 p.m.
It will be a good time watching some new and some familiar films together with friends and
popcorn.
The first film to kick off the new cinema season was The Adventures of Priscilla,
Queen of the Desert. It was about a fun little road trip with drag queens in Australia that
brought back memories of those who had seen it before, and it was a brand new experience
for those who were seeing it for the first time.
In February close to Valentine's Day (February 10th), we'll be presenting the romantic-comedy Imagine You & Me. It's about a woman who is getting married to the man she loves
until she meets the woman of her dreams. Come join us to watch this fun little movie and
cheer when true love prevails.
March will bring us the documentary The Celluloid Closet, a fascinating look at how homosexuality was portrayed (whether the censors knew it or not) in the early years of movies. It is both highly entertaining and educational.
I hope this list of the first couple films to be shown sounds like a fun thing to do on a Friday night.
There's something wonderful in being in a darkened room with friends and popcorn, sharing an experience and
making new memories of good times. See ya at the movies!

A Fun
AUCTION is
Coming up in April!
Our auctions in
the past have been designated for items that
are felt to be of greater value than would be
appropriate for a yard sale. You might want
to give a special gift to the church. You
might have an interesting and unique item of
value that someone would value and appreciate. Perhaps you have a service you could
donate.
If you have a business and you
would like to publicize it, think of the auction as a method of exposure. Both you and
the church would gain.
Donated items will have a minimum
bid, and if it is not met, the item will be returned to the owner if he or she desires.
Contributions are tax deductible.
Start thinking about donating something for the auction. More information
will be coming your way soon!
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MEMORIES

“I wasn’t yelling. Why do you say I was yelling?”
“I couldn’t hear you.”

Conversations in our
house lately seem to go like this:
“Hey, do you want to watch the
foreign…”

“Then what makes you think I was yelling?”

“I can’t hear you!”“What
did you say?”

“I don’t remember, probably not important.”

“I still can’t hear you!”
“I just wondered what
you said. I can’t hear you.”
“I’ll come in there.”
“What?”
“What do you mean, what?”

“You were so loud”
“What was I yelling about?”
“I may think of it later.
watching the foreign news.”

Oh yes, it was about

“That is over by now.”
I think I understand what is happening. We did not
always talk to one another like this. I think this is the
result of hearing loss compounded by a slight loss in our
immediate memory capacity …at least in my memory capacity.

“I was just wondering…”

Her memory capacity loss may be more extensive than
mine. I say this with kindness and concern. For example, I
“Wait until I turn off this water. Now, what did
can clearly recall that she promised to go to the store and get
you say?”
several essentials yesterday, but she has forgotten all about
“I was just wondering about something.”
that. It never happened, according to her.
“What is that?”
“What is what?”
“What were you wondering about?”

Memory seems to go first for the immediate present,
then for the recent past, and last of all for the years of our
childhood.

Fortunately for the two of us, we still remember, and
“Oh, I was wondering about… er, about… gee. I have I think we always will remember, the time when we first met.
forgotten. Probably not important.
What am I doing in We lived in the same apartment building. She always had a full
pot of coffee on, waiting until I walked my dog past her place.
here, anyway?”
I developed a remarkable capacity for coffee.
“You came in to ask me about something.”
Sometimes we remind one another of those Valentine
“What was it?
days, the intensity of our feelings. We know that we will
remember those days and those feelings all of our lives and
“I don’t know. You never asked me.”
relive them every now and then.
“Probably not important.”
Happy Valentine’s Day, Dear One.
“You said that before. If it was not important, why
Sue Seitz
are you yelling at me from out there?”

Help! The Food Pantry Needs Help!
The demand for food from our food pantry has increased considerably! If you have the means to do so,
please remember us by dropping off canned vegetables
and/or some of what we have listed below.
Peanut Butter
Jelly
Pasta Sauce
Canned tuna or Salmon
Mac and Cheese
Corn Muffin Mix
Pork and Beans

We especially need items that can’t be bought with
food stamps, for example, toilet tissue, bar soap, and
other toiletries. Remember, too, that we can use your
help in the work of the food pantry. If you are interested in helping in that way, please see Ron or let someone in the office know. The pantry is open from 9AM12PM on Tuesdays and Thursdays. For your information, members of the congregation who know of persons in need of food can refer those folks to our pantry. Finally, make a special effort to bring food to the
church on Food Pantry Sunday (the first Sunday of
every month. You will feel better when you do! Guaranteed!
Thank you,
Ron
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EVERY WEDNESDAY
Bridge Club and Game Day at SJA
Please come and join in the fun each and
every Wednesday from 10:00 AM to noon.
We have a SJA Bridge Group that plays every
Wednesday. We are also teaching bridge, so if you have
ever wanted to learn how to play the game, NOW is your
chance.
Our game of Bridge is conducted with an open
communication level meaning where we openly talk and
learn from each other. Bridge in our group is a lot of fun
and filled with laughter since we are all prone to making
mistakes. But then how else do you learn?
We also have a group that plays board games
which has recently been involved with Scrabble. They
cut up and carry on with each other and help fill the parlor with laughter and good conversation.

Every Mon., Wed. & Fri.
Call Marc at: 634-8599

The Channel, St. John the Apostle MCC
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TAN

Tamiami Area Nudists

-a group for gay males
enjoying naturism in SW Florida
Fort Myers/Naples ~ Phone: (239) 691-6058
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It's "Season" and the best time of the year to BUY or SELL
a home. The market is fast paced and energized.
Please let ME help YOU!
I have LISTED FOR SALE the Following Properties in Lee County:
One of the Cape's "1st 100 houses" off Del Prado at Venetian
Nice Canal w/dock, 1 bridge to River
NEEDS THE LOVE OF A TALENTED HANDYPERSON
3+ Bedrooms/2+ Bathrooms; Oversized 1 Car Garage

REDUCED to $149,000
*****

Please Access Jack

CAPE CORAL COMMUTER

Just SECONDS FROM DELPRADO &

to HELP you Buy or Sell

MINUTES FROM MID POINT BRIDGE; Better than NEW!
Professionally Renovated 1698 square feet under a/c Corner Lot,

Real Estate in

Fenced Yard; NEW Kitchen w/ Granite and Stainless; 4 Bedrooms
& 2 NEW Bathrooms; NEW Screened Lanai oversized 1 Car Garage

February & March 2012

REDUCED to $109,500
*****
BEAUTIFULLY RENOVATED Buckingham Single Family Home

I regularly Contribute

over 2100 square feet on 5+/- Acres zoned Agriculture-2

to SJAMCC!

On Neal Road off Buckingham Road; 3 Bedroom + DEN/2 Bathroom

Please Call or Email

Sturdy Shed and 1000 SF Barn

REDUCED to $229,000

Jack Lewis

*****

@ccess Real Estate

South West Cape Coral Rose Garden Area

(239) 839—5927

Neighboring Million Dollar Homes; over 2000 square feet

accessjack@msn.com

Beautifully Renovated Kitchen w/ Hardwood Cabinetry, Solid Surface

Counters, Stainless Steel Appliances, Artist Designed Custom Backsplash
Large under Truss Lanai; Southern Exposure Solar Heated Pool
3 Bedroom + 2 Bathroom; Whole House Hurricane Protection
$274,000

Call Jack today to schedule a private showing (239-839-5927)!

$400.00

The Channel, St. John the Apostle MCC
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