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DALE L. MACKEY 

Over the years, I have attended MCC for different reasons. 
With COVID, my church shutdown. So, Dennis and I started 
coming to Saint John the Apostle MCC on a regular basis. 

This past year, I have made new friends and enjoyed the activ-
ities. The yard sale, spaghetti dinner, and Pastor Steve’s retire-
ment have opened up a whole new look for Saint John the 
Apostle MCC. 

Looking ahead to a new year with many New Blessings!!! 

SHARRON MASSINGALE 

It has been quite a year. 
My best memories are 
how we have been 
blessed to have been on 
the PSC. With a great 
group of Christians. 

I truly love this church! 

WAYNE STACHURSKI 

MEMORIES OF PANDEMIC WORSHIP 
When it was announced that we would begin “parking lot wor-
ship” during the pandemic, I wondered how we would pull this 
off. But alas, the talents of our congregants came forward. The 
intrepid Andrew White provided the transmission device that 
would allow us to hear the service from our vehicles. Time 
Kiernan downloaded contemporary Christian music to aug-
ment the service. Dale Weddle stationed himself at the en-
trance of the parking lot to greet the folks and provide them 
with the communion elements. The ever-faithful deacon Wan-
da Neubert was there just 
about every Sunday min-
istering through wind and 
rain. When Advent rolled 
around, Bob Schneider 
constructed a banner 
stand to herald each Sun-
day and an Advent 
wreathe. In the end, the 
Gospel was proclaimed, 
the message given, and 
worship rendered. Despite 
the unusual setting, the 
members of the Church 
managed to encourage 
one another in a spirit of 
mutual care. 
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DEACON JONATHAN HOLLANDER 

The Metamorphosis of the Heart 
“This means that everyone who belongs to Christ has become a new person.  

The old life has passed away. a new life has begun!” - 2 Corinthians 5: 17 

It is amazing how a fat, hairy caterpillar transforms into a delicate, showy butterfly.  If 
one did not know that the process of metamorphosis occurs, we would doubt that it 
is the same insect. We would think that they are two different beings! 

Do you feel like a caterpillar, or do you fly like a butterfly? If you belong to Christ, you 
have undergone an inner transformation!  

When we believe in Jesus as our Savior, when we are "in Christ", God creates us anew.  In other words, God 
makes us new creatures who can have fellowship with God again.  Sin affects this relationship, and we walk 
around like caterpillars, but when Jesus enters our lives, he transforms us and makes us into butterflies.  
Somewhere in Scripture this is explained as a new birth.  Understanding this requires faith, believing in what 
God says even if we don't see it or feel it.  As you walk in these days, open your ears to hear and your eyes 
to see the wonders of who you are in Christ.  Trust that Christ will guide you to discover your new identity in 
Him. So, no more crawling on the ground like a caterpillar. It is time to fly! 

I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. 

DIÁCONO JONATHAN HOLLANDER 

La Metamorfosis del Corazón 

“Esto significa que todo el que pertenece a Cristo se ha convertido en una persona nueva. 

La vida antigua ha pasado.  ¡una nueva vida ha comenzado!” - 2 corintios 5:17 

Resulta increíble cómo una oruga gorda y peluda se transforma en una mariposa delicada y llamativa.  Si 
uno no supiera que ocurre el proceso de la metamorfosis, dudaríamos que se trata del mismo insecto.  
¡Pensaríamos que son dos seres diferentes! 

¿Te sientes como una oruga?  ¿O vuelas como una mariposa?  Sí perteneces a Cristo ¡has pasado por una 
transformación interior!   

Cuando creemos en Jesús como nuestro Salvador, cuando estamos "en Cristo", Dios nos vuelve a crear.  
En otras palabras, Dios nos hace unas nuevas criaturas que pueden tener comunión con Dios nuevamente.  
El pecado afecta esta relación y andamos como orugas, pero cuando Jesús entra a nuestras vidas nos 
transforma y nos hace unas mariposas.  En alguna parte de la Escritura 
esto se explica como un nuevo nacimiento.   

Entender esto requiere fe, creer en lo que Dios dice, aunque no lo veamos 
o no lo sintamos.  Al ir caminando en estos días, abre tus oídos para oír y 
tus ojos para ver las maravillas de lo que eres en Cristo.  Confía en que 
Cristo te irá guiando para descubrir tu nueva identidad en Él.  Así que ya 
no andes arrastrándote por el suelo como una oruga.  ¡Es hora de volar! 

Ya no vivo yo, más Cristo en mí.   
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CAROLE WEISSMAN, PSC CHAIRPERSON 

THE YEAR THAT WAS PASTORAL SEARCH 
I won’t begin to say that these last months were the easiest!  Our team of eight was formed and off the ground 
running by Feb. 6, 2022.  The rst meetings were conducted by a group of church members who barely knew 
each other.  As the work progressed and the months disappeared we became a group of people who liked each 
other.  Further along we are a family; I for one now miss our camaraderie. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
Weekly we worked in areas we had to initiate and design to t our needs.  There was a protocol provided by 
MCC but we moved more quickly and had much accomplished before we began to work with the mentors pro-
vided for us by MCC.  At some points I relied heavily on their experience and knowledge. 
As the applications came in our sense of apprehension dissipated and we found ourselves thrilled with the re-
sponses.  Reading the applications and the ensuing discussions went smoothly as we worked as a well-oiled 
family, each respecting the words of the others. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

We invited two pastors to interview and were delighted to engage with them.  After a week of prayer and thought 
we reconvened and came to the consensus of calling Rev. Craig Cranston to be our Senior Pastor.  What a joy 
this was and is for our new Pastor has the greatest heart and the most energy; exhibited by what he has already 
accomplished during the trying time of Hurricane Ian.  We watched Hurricane Rev. Craig give support and com-
fort. 
PSC will complete its task in November as we of cially install Reverend Craig with the help of Reverend Dr. 
Nancy Wilson, our previous Moderator of MCC. 

Thursday evenings 

Dec 1, 8, 15, 22 

As we celebrate the Advent season, we 
will meet for a communal meal (soup 
and bread), share in some worship and 
hear about the central tenets of Advent. 

Meal   6:00 pm 

Worship  6:30 pm 

Program  7:00pm 

Advent Series – Hope, Peace, Joy and Love 
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JULIE HOVER 

SERVING ON THE PASTORAL SEARCH 
COMMITTEE WAS AWESOME! 

Having worked for many years in health care and 
university settings, I have been a member of count-
less committees, boards, sections, divisions, teams, 
or whatever, but none came close to functioning as 
well as our PSC.  Our goal was to select our next 
pastor, who was to have prepared for and to have 
been called for this senior pastor position.  We 
were to locate him/her by following guidelines from 
the Metropolitan Community Church Fellowship. 

Just as we  became familiar enough with the guidelines to use them ef ciently, the Fellowship sent a revised 
version of guidelines that we were to follow.  Then our contact person at the fellowship resigned and was 
replaced.  Although these changes had no substantial effect on our progress, they added to the tension we  
already experienced due to our own altering of the guidelines to t our  situation.  Further, we were pushing 
ourselves to keep up the pace, observing that the deacons, board, and volunteers were being stretched too 
thin in their efforts to keep the church functioning without a pastor.  Finally, there was the never-ending 
heavy pressure due to the importance of “getting this right”. 

Perhaps the importance of our task and the many pressures we encountered facilitated the effectiveness of 
the group.  Or perhaps it was the unique characteristics of the members and the agreements we made and 
followed.  From the beginning, we were prepared to meet once a week until the pastor was selected and to 
devote whatever time was necessary for this project.  We also agreed to make decisions by consensus, to 
maintain con dentiality about the meetings and candidates, and to proceed prayerfully.  It was understood 
that a high level of trust would be obtained.   

One outstanding feature of the PSC was that each of us took responsibility and held him/herself accounta-
ble.  The guidelines divided the pastoral search into a sequence of tasks.  These tasks were  interpreted and 
the suggested sequence was altered to t our speci c situation by the chairperson, with agreement of the 
group.  Consistent with the published guidelines, prior to sending out the rst application, the group com-
pleted  twelve tasks, with an additional ve tasks completed following the deadline for receiving applications.  
(See list of tasks below)  As each task was discussed, some member(s) of the group volunteered to bring an 
idea, suggestion or draft to the next meeting.  In general, members responded thoughtfully to emails and  
took responsibility for at least one task. 

Another outstanding feature was that when a member brought an idea or a draft of something to share with 
the PSC, other members were appreciative of the effort, constructive in making suggestions, supportive to 
the originator of the draft and respectful to other members with differing viewpoints.  The best way to ex-
plain this might be that each member put the progress of the task in highest priority and their personal reac-
tion to another member or to ineffective ideas near the bottom of the list.  For example, if a member brought 
in several items for discussion and some of them were good, but others seemed on the wrong track, the dis-
cussion emphasized the good items and offers to build on these ideas and come back with additional items, 
with one or more members following through. 

Was the group or its members perfect?  Of course not.  But 
when dif culties, differences, or annoyances arose, they were 
dealt with immediately in a constructive way by the leader or a 
member of the group.  Issues became neither overlooked nor 
prolonged—they were dealt with openly and swiftly and the 
work of the group was not interrupted for long.  Members also 
readily took over group roles such as the questioner, challenger, 
supporter, checker, or nisher to keep the group on target, pro-
gressing, and productive.  And over time, trust was developed 
among the PSC members and, I believe, between the PSC and 
the group for whom they were working—the congregation.  Alt-
hough this article emphasized the members of PSC, success 
was also due to the excellent qualities of the chairperson who, in 
addition to being an active group member, handled all communi-
cations with the Fellowship and with individual candidates. 
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When I was a kid every once in a great while someone said that I would get a gold star in heaven because I 
did something really well.  Now, looking back at the past dif cult year at Saint John the Apostle MCC, I can 
easily think of many people who deserved a gold star for keeping our church going and even making it a 
better place.  So I decided that I would give out “gold stars” to people I thought had earned them. 

The only problem with giving lots of people gold stars is that you’re bound to forget someone and run the 
risk of this resulting in someone feeling angry or hurt.  Nevertheless, I will try my best to mention those to 
whom I would give gold stars if, in fact, I had gold stars to give!!  Although these stars aren’t really made of 
gold, with inflation rising, they might be worth something!! 

My rst gold star goes to Dale W., who took his expanded moderator position very responsibly, lling in 
wherever help was needed.  In particular he established a warm, welcoming environment before each Sun-
day service by coming in early to sweep walks, greeting everyone at the label table, and providing humor-
ous and heartfelt community moments.  Another Dale, Dale G. also stepped into all kinds of roles, particular-
ly at the outside services.  Dale G. kept the Board well informed as to our nancial status during this time of 
many unanticipated expenses.   

Of course everyone on the Pastoral Search Committee (PSC) deserves at least one 
gold star.  So I give a gold star to Andy, who always found errors in any nished doc-
ument prior to its printing and a star to his partner, Dan, who produced and imple-
mented adds for the pastor position.  And gold stars to Wayne, who kept everyone 
on topic and kept the group working on the task, to Sharron, who never neglected 
providing support and acknowledging emails, to Margaret, who asked the questions 
no one else dared to ask, to Andrew, who jumped in the middle of any dispute and 
hung in there until it ended, and to Deacon Richard, who provided us much needed 
prayer and laughter.  And a large gold star goes to Carole, who nursed, jolted, or in-
spired the PSC, who provided direction and pacing, who managed communications 
between the PSC and the Fellowship, the Moderator, and the Applicants, and who 
provided me with personal assistance and motivation throughout. 

Gold stars go to Al, Richard, and Donna, who kept Sunday coffee and sweets operat-
ing, to Mark and Justin, who stepped up to assist in the food pantry, to Dennis and 
Dale M., who became our ushers, to Ron, Wayne, and Sharron who provided music 
for services during summer break, to Susan, Mary, Dale M., and Donna who joined 
the choir for special presentations, to Bob and Jeff for keeping the sanctuary decorat-
ed with the correct colors, and to Don, for sending the services out over the internet.  
Very special stars go to Shelly, who stepped up and went through training to become 
a deacon, and to Terri, who stepped up to take over the Channel and became a regu-
lar on the building and grounds ministry. 

Special stars go to the Deacons for organizing and providing the message at 
Sunday Services.  In particular, to Deacon Bonnie, who lled the slots for the 
lay participants, to Deacon Jonathan who, with his partner Ron, shared their 
method for doing meaningful, homey communions, to Deacon Glenda, who 
arose from her sick bed to provide an excellent message, to Deacon Rich-
ard, who was continually going to meetings and moving to new abodes, and 
to Deacon Wanda, rock of the prayer ministry, who frequently visited the 
church just to make sure everything was OK and seemed in charge on Sun-
days. 

Stars go to some “non-members”, just to show that membership isn’t everything.  To Kurt, who is not a 
member of our church, I grant a very large gold star for keeping the of ce open, providing PSC assistance 
on everything that was not “con dential”, locating and guiding the many persons who came to maintain, ser-
vice, or improve our building and grounds and serving as the “hub” of our church.  Finally, stars go to three 
congregants, Kevin, Jim, and Andrew, who are non-members of the Diaconate, but stepped forward to give 
the message on Sundays. 

Finally, gold stars go to our congregants, who brought their warmth and friendship to worship on Sundays, 
to those out of state persons who wrote letters about watching our Sunday services and gave all of us inspi-
ration and gratitude, and to all those who should have been included by name and deed in this article. 

JULIE HOVER 

GOLD STARS 
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                                                                       DEACON 

BONNIE MOORE 
 
 

TIED UP IN HOPE!!! 
"Hope is a golden cord connecting you to heaven. . 
. Hope lifts your perspective from your weary feet to 
the glorious view you can see from the high road. 
You are reminded that the road we’re traveling to-
gether is ultimately a highway to heaven. When you 
consider this radiant destination, the roughness or 
smoothness of the road ahead becomes much less 
signi cant. I am training you to hold in your heart a 
dual focus: My continual Presence and the hope of 
heaven." —Jesus Calling by Sarah Young 

"Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in 
prayer."  - Romans 12:12 

I started this Dancin’ On The Inside article weeks 
ago never suspecting how this word would be so 
pertinent in my life!  Hurricane Ian came roaring in 
to cause devastation to the 
state of Florida, leaving 
many without homes, be-
longings, loved ones and a 
future as they’d envisioned.  
Carole and I found ourselves 
homeless, with 3 days 
clothes and 6 days medica-
tions and so many unknowns 
we lost count of them! 

That’s when Hope raised her voice and said: 

There was no way to miss this message and still be 
able to see a rising light coming upon the destruc-
tion and loss that Ian had done in so many lives.  

BUT GOD…….reached into hearts and said, “fear 
not for I am with YOU!”  And the response was 

overwhelming.  People reached out to one another 
offering whatever they had to share.  They encour-
aged each other, they prayed for each other.  They 
cried with those who needed to release their pain.  
They said words of Hope and prayed with and for 
one another.  Those with a home opened their 
hearts and homes to share hospitality.  The focus 
became not what we’ve lost but how can we be joy-
ful in hope, allowing that gift from God to energize 
us to the tasks at hand.  How can we practice pa-
tience in times of frustration and challenges beyond 
our abilities?  How will we be prayerful and stay 
connected to one another and the God of provision, 
protection and peace?   

“We have this hope as an anchor for the soul, firm 
and secure.” - Hebrews 6:19a   

Some of us do it by Dancin’ On the Inside!  It means 
we actively open our hearts and spirits to not look at 
what is lost, but focus on the God we know who is 
always the source of Hope!  Hope will bring joy, not 
sadness.  Hope will help us have patience in the 
situations that frustrate and are fearful.  Staying in 
prayer with our Creator will release us from the 
earthly storm called Ian, open our hearts to see the 
needs in others and give us strength, endurance 
and yes, even patience to move into the future as 
the people of God.  There are dozens of examples 
in the Word of God showing how God’s people 
walked through water, endured hardships and came 
out of wildernesses.  We can also when we allow 
God to show us the way, follow the steps Jesus told 
us and receive the wisdom of the Holy Spirit to 
guide the way.   

In our natural sequence of life soon we would be 
making pies and roasting turkeys to celebrate 
Thanksgiving.  We would be shopping for Santa’s 
arrival, lling stockings with gifts and lighting trees 
to announce the coming of Jesus, our Savior.  So 
this year, why will we not continue these traditions 
within our hearts.  Maybe there will be changes in 
how or where we do these meaningful things, but 
while God is “the same yesterday, today and tomor-
row”, God also is with us in ALL things.  Maybe this 
year you’ll invite a stranger to your table to give 
Thanks.  Or share the gifts of Joy, Peace, Hope and 
Love a different way this holy season.  When we 
continue in prayer don’t be surprised if God leads 
you forward on unsuspected roads, or unknown di-
rections and you nd yourself Dancin’ on the Inside 
regardless of life’s storms. 

Dancin’ On The Inside 
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REVEREND CRAIG CRANSTON 

Where do we find strength, renewal and hope?  
“Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged, for the Lord your God will be with 

you wherever you go.” - Joshua 1:9 

Joshua was a key leader for the Israelites during their time of the exodus from Egypt to the promised land. 
He was also an assistant to Moses during the march to Canaan and on Moses’s death, led the Israelites in 
conquering the Canaan land. In his book, the sixth in the Old Testament, we hear his story, and the history 
of the Jewish people.  

I am reminded of Joshua this week as I listen to all of you tell your own stories of exile from your homes, trib-
ulation in resolving claims with your insurance companies, trials in wondering if enough resources are avail-
able so you can make it to the next week, or even the next day. At times, many of you have felt nomadic, 
wandering from homes to hotels to staying with family and friends. And in the absence of routine, and the 
security and certainty of stability previously enjoyed, you wonder, in anguish and disillusion, what’s going to 
happen next. At many times, Joshua and the tribes of Israel felt the same. 

Yet, during all of this, Joshua reminds us that God is with us wherever we go. This isn’t an empty promise, 
nor is it without meaning. 

For while I have heard your stories of lament, I have also heard your stories of grace, mercy, miracles, and 
the abundant presence of God.  We shouldn’t ignore or pretend the hard times don’t exist. They do.  They 
are real and they hurt.  And, God is weeping with you. God is embracing you. And God is surrounding you in 
love. 

One of the many ways we see this manifest as a reali-
ty in our lives is through St John the Apostle – your 
church! We are helping people every day.  If you need 
help, whether nancial, spiritual, pastoral or in other 
tangible ways, please let us know. Email me, call me 
or call the church of ce. We are here for you! 

Yet another tangible way we see God manifest in help-
ing all of us heal through this experience is through 
our worship service on Sundays. We are singing, 
praying, being spiritually fed, leaning on one another, 
and nding miracles large and small through our com-
munity in worship.  So come Sunday morning. Bear 
witness to what God is doing.  

Like Joshua, you will nd that being with your commu-
nity brings strength, renewal and hope. 

Always remember, you are loved, and God is always with you! 

Kurt Hood 
AHF ICAN & SJAMCC 2022 Toy Drive (Gift Card) 

Every year we partner with AIDS Healthcare Foundation (AHF) Island Coast 
AIDS Network (ICAN) to bring Christmas joy to those children who are affected 
or infected by HIV or AIDS.  

The toy drive this year will be handled the same as last year. For those who would like to par-
ticipate to purchase a gift card from Wal-Mart or Target in increments of $10.00 per card. You 
are welcome to  purchase more than one gift card, but again $10.00 on each gift card. Once 
you purchased your gift cards you can place the gift cards in the collection plate during the 
Sunday service or mail your gift cards to the church; Saint John the Apostle MCC 3049 
McGregor Blvd. Fort Myers, FL 33901. SJAMCC will deliver the gift cards to AHF ICAN, 
where the gifts cards will be equally distributed to the children. 

Deadline for gift card drop off is November 27, 2022. 

If you have additional questions please contact the church of ce at 239-344-0012. 
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Oct 2022 Calendar of Church Services  

Sunday October 2 

Worship Service       10:00AM 

Fellowship & Refreshments   11:00AM 

Sunday October 9 

Worship Service       10:00AM 

Fellowship & Refreshments   11:00AM    

Sunday October 16 

Worship Service       10:00AM 

 Deaconate Reaf rmation 

 Deacon Shelly Stephens Af rmation 

Fellowship & Refreshments   11:00AM 

Sunday October 23 

Worship Service       10:00AM 

Fellowship & Refreshments   11:00AM 

Sunday October 30 

Worship Service       10:00AM 

Fellowship & Refreshments   11:00AM 

Nov 2022 Calendar of Church Services 

Sunday November 6 

Worship Service       10:00AM 

Fellowship & Refreshments   11:00AM 

Sunday November 13 

Worship Service       10:00AM 

Fellowship & Refreshments   11:00AM    

Sunday November 20 

Worship Service       10:00AM 

 Reverend Craig Cranston Installation 

Fellowship & Refreshments   11:00AM 

Sunday November 27 

(1st Sunday of Advent) 

Worship Service       10:00AM 

Fellowship & Refreshments   11:00AM 
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Where does the time go? Was it really 5 years ago, to the day, that we experienced Hurricane Irma? Prior to that time 

those of us in SW FL had been lulled into a hurricane complacency as we had not been intimately threatened/affected 

by a storm since Friday, August the 13th, 2004. 13 years later, October of 2017, my Channel article included the fol-

lowing excerpt: 

“When the hurricane’s path shifted and threatened the potential for 10-15 feet of storm surge to wash through all 

areas south of Pine Island Road, we needed to evacuate. We had a vacant house available to us, twenty-five miles 

east in Lehigh Acres. Although we thought we were hurricane ready, we had not planned on the potential for our 

home, located outside of a flood zone, to be filled and covered with water. When this concern was forecasted, we 

quickly gathered some items – bagged and placed them on stacked portable tables in an elevated part of our home; 

totes of family photos, an antique carved wooden table lamp from my Great Grandfather, and tax documents readied 

to be filed. We closed all of our interior doors and said goodbye to what we knew as home. We prayed as we drove 

away from our neighborhood, and for neighbors that chose to remain behind. God provides for each of our paths and 

our path had been prepared for us.” 

Well as we have been painfully reminded, each storm is different. Following Irma, we decided we would not evacuate 

again, as our neighborhood did not flood. Thank God, as we sat in our buttoned-up home during Ian’s wrath, we did not 

suffer the flooding/storm surge that had been forecasted. Our neighborhood was  surrounded by water though, there 

was no way in or out by car as the road coming into our neighborhood was a river of about 4/ft of water. Although with-

out power for 9 days, we did invest in a generator following Irma and were able to function. We even provided a neigh-

bor with an extension cord so that she could keep her kitchen functioning to feed their four kids. We were lucky as 

compared to the decimation and loss that our friends, neighbors, and my clients have suffered. 

A month has now passed, and Meteorologist Jason Dunning was broadcasting live on Ft Myers Beach this morning, as 

they partnered with the Today Show to benefit the Hurricane Ian victims. Ironically, Jason’s backdrop, The Hideaway 

Village Motel was an iconic, mid island motel that I sold to my clients in 2011. After major renovations and a solid 6-

year run, I listed and sold it again for them in 2017 – all that remains are a few block walls of the first floor. The SW FL 

Beaches have always been a favorite part of my sales territory. When working in those areas, I feel as if I’m on vaca-

tion while helping those wanting to buy or sell in those areas realize their vacation home dreams.  

 Please       ccessJack at: 239.839.5927 @ 
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