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The Mission of Saint John the Apostle MCC is to  
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fellowship, and spiritual growth for all seeking          

a relationship with God. 
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BE LOVE 

I’ve been overwhelmed at times to see my understanding 

of the world I live in become unrecognizable. Lately, I find 

myself saying, “never did I ever think I’d live to see this, or 

experience this, referring to current circumstances that are 

becoming common or the “new normal.”  Remembering a 

class I taught in Spiritual Growth series titled “Aging Grace-

fully”, I am acutely aware that I’m aging, and not always, 

gracefully! Let me list some of the daily things I’m referring 

to:   

 Never ever did I think it was dangerous to send my 

sons to school. 

 Growing up with guns used only to hunt, it didn’t 

occur to me they’d be needed for protection  

against another human being. 

 Global Warming didn’t exist in my understanding 

of the changes happening to my climate and the 

environmental differences: half a century later, 

we’ve increased the damage humans are doing to 

the world God gave us to protect and care for.  

 Respect was just expected: rudeness was not toler-

ated. 

 Crime wasn’t something regularly encountered in 

my personal experience, nor a headline in the daily 

news. 

  It was assumed we’d learned many lessons from 

the two World Wars: although I was a very young 

child, I have memories of some of the conversa-

tions projecting we’d never experience that kind of 

violence and death by a country against another 

again. 

I wonder if I was living a protected life or possibly these 

issues and behaviors existed but weren’t daily headline 

news. A country wasn’t destroying another and no one 

was able to buy assault weapons rather than hunting rifles 

or pistols for target shooting. Daily crime rates didn’t re-

quire most of the news to report break-ins, theft and 

home shootings  as well as drive-by shootings and multiple 

hit and runs on our highways. 

It sounds like my focus is on the problem, not the solution!  

Yes, at times I have to turn off the news and ponder a 

meditation or scripture. At times, I must do a reset of my 

thoughts, actions and focus. It’s called “Be Love”.  It’s 

amazing how many references to Love there are in the 

Bible; it depends upon the translation but here are a few:  

KJV 310, NLT 759, ESV 684, NAS 541 and NIV 574!!  I’ll not 

list the references but you get the point. So I can choose to 

explore how to Be Love and a good impact in the time and 

place God has put me to Be Love. Jesus has asked us to be 

like Him. There is only one way I can attempt to do this; 

learn all I can about Jesus’s ministry and allow the Spirit He 

gave us when He left this world to guide, equip and use my 

life.  Can I keep Dancin’ On The Inside only if I am willing to 

BE LOVE?  I know that Jesus’ life is the Life that gives us all 

the ability and the desire to turn from our human urges 

leading us away from the God kind of Love which changes 

not only us as individuals, but to be in whatever way God 

is leading and empowering us to be and go.  Learning to be 

love is a life-long journey, but what better path is there 

and what better opportunity to be a blessing as we’re 

DANCIN’ ON THE INSIDE! 

—by Deacon Bonnie Moore 

Dancin’ on the Inside 
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What Makes A Successful 

Fundraiser Fun? 

An evening of good food and conviviality at the Spaghetti Dinner . 

 Taking on a fundraising venture can be quite  intimi-

dating, but need not be. Having been involved with 

fundraising in the past, here are a few tips that might 

be helpful. 

 Come up with an idea that you like and you think 

people will enjoy. Make sure it is realistic and doable.  

Be creative! 

 Don’t think you have to do it alone. That will  only 

lead to frustration and burn out. Find two or three 

people who share your enthusiasm and have some 

expertise in carrying out the plan.  Two or three 

heads are better than one when brain storming and 

planning an event. Document everything: supplies, 

help needed, advertising, etc. 

 Delegate, delegate, delegate. Once a plan has been 

developed trust your team to carry out their portion 

of the plan. No need to micro-manage. But it is     

important to touch base a few times before the 

event to make sure everything is on track. 

  Advertise, advertise, advertise. While putting articles 

in the local newspapers and posting signs may attract 

folks not associated with the church, your best     

advertising agents are your fellow parishioners. 

Make sure you give everyone plenty of advance no-

tice so they can spread the word. 

 Ask for help. Again if the project is large you or even 

a small group of three cannot do all the work. Not 

everyone can devote as much time as the core 

group, but people are willing to lend a hand on a lim-

ited basis. Have enough help so that at least one of 

the core members is available the day of the event to 

take care of any unexpected issues that might arise. 

 Have a checklist to make sure you haven’t forgotten 

something at the last minute. 

 After the event the core members should evaluate 

how the event went, especially if it is something that 

your might want to repeat in the future. Did every-

thing go as planned, what might need to be changed, 

did you achieve your goals? 

 Finally, thank everyone who made the event         

possible, even the attendees. 

—Submitted by Wayne Stachurski 

P.S. The Spaghetti Dinner Fun and Fundraiser held in July, 

2022 raised over $1900 for the church and was an enjoyable 

evening for the church community and friends. 

Enjoying the Spaghetti Dinner, June, 2022 
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Lay Delegate Report July 2022 
 

The 2022 MCC General Conference was held entirely online 
this year, kicking off with a transformational weekend, July 1-3. 
And while this certainly changed the experience, the virtual 
gathering was largely successful. As Lay Delegate, I participated 
in several of the discussion threads, as well as a virtual meet-
up with other lay delegates around the globe. I also attended 
most of the keynote speeches and worship services in real-
time, and caught up to others in recorded format. 
 

I particularly enjoyed the keynote by Dr. Angel F. Méndez Mon-
toya, who spoke of the importance of bodies—which was per-
haps ironic for a virtual gathering. He described how bodies are 
moved by the spirit, providing a provocative view of the inter-
section between dance and theology. He even showed two 
short videos that he made under the heading of “Ecokinesis 
Planetaria,” which featured him moving and worshipping with-
in outdoor nature settings. 
 
Other keynotes included Dr. Kwok Pui Lan, who spoke of a 
queer spirit that can energize us; Rev. Dr. Cláudio Carvalhaes, 
who implored us to move from fear to love; Pádraig Ó Tuama, 
who did a fascinating riff on the gnostic gospel of Mary Magda-
lene; and a plenary panel organized by Rev. Dr. Vennece 
Fowlkes that centered on the evolution of the word “Black” as 
an identity category for those of African descent. 

 
The online global worship services were also quite moving, and 
allowed for a wide range of international participation and 
languages, combining pre-recorded footage with live virtual 
presentation. The music was particularly praiseworthy, with 
highlights including a beautiful rendition of “Keep On Moving 
Forward,” sung by Rev. Dr. Kharma Amos, Sarah-Helen Land, 
and Rev. Pressley Sutherland, and the debut of an MCC theme 
song written by Orgena Rose, called “We Are MCC.” (The offi-
cial video is at https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=yfXL7_tGGcg&t=0s.) 
 
I also attended the virtual business forum on July 7 and busi-
ness meeting on July 16, which was followed by online voting. 
In the first round of voting, a bylaw change was passed, which 
basically refers the process of disaffiliation from MCC to the 
Council of Elders and Governing Board, rather than enshrining 
the process – which might not fit every church around the 
globe – in our bylaws. Two lay candidates for governing board 
were elected: Chad Hobbs from MCC Tampa and Leo Rosetti 
from ICM Rio, Brazil. Two clergy candidates were also elected: 
Rev. Beulah Durrheim from Good Hope MCC, South Africa and 
Rev. Christopher Joseph San Jose from Open Table MCC, The 
Philippines.  

 
—Submitted by Dan Bacalzo 

Jonathan Hollander was recognized for his outstanding work in writing articles in English and Spanish for St. John’s bi-monthly 

publication, The Channel. His articles were featured in the National Corporate Church Art Newsletter Newsletter website for 

church publications, as  examples of outstanding outreach to community members who speak languages other than English. 

Congratulations Jonathan! 

St. John the Apostle MCC The Channel, Featured in National 

Corporate Church Art Website Newsletter 



 

The Channel, St. John the Apostle MCC 5 

 

Pastoral Search Update 

As you are reading this, eight members of the Pastoral Search 

Committee are in their seventh and eighth months of a careful 

and prayerful quest to discover who God has selected to     

become the next pastor of Saint John the Apostle MCC. 

It’s a journey that began last fall when Rev. Steve Filizzi       

announced his retirement and the Board of Directors began 

strategizing with MCC denominational leaders on how to begin 

moving this church into its next chapter. 

One of the Board’s crucial, early decisions was to forgo the 

idea of hiring an interim replacement pastor. Instead, it hand-

ed full control of SJAMCC’s pulpit to its Deacons while the new 

search committee launched immediately into an active search 

for a permanent leader of this 34-year-old community of faith.  

The committee was formed in January, elected Carole      

Weissman as its chair, and jumped headlong into its first order 

of business, which was to ask itself and its fellow congregants 

two fundamental questions: What are we looking for in a new 

pastor and how do we envision our ideal future as a church? 

Congregational surveys were distributed, received, and rigor-

ously studied—a process that dominated the first full month of 

the Pastoral Search Committee’s year.   

The vital information from these responses formed the      

foundation of an application packet that was created through-

out the early spring: a seven-page questionnaire for job      

applicants; an introduction to the SJAMCC 

family; goals for a perfect pastor and a 

dynamic church; a detailed history of the 

congregation, including an inspiring look 

at its last couple of years, rising to the 

challenges of living through COVID-19; 

and a local history of the county in which 

SJAMCC resides. These were added to a 

copy of the church’s Mis-

sion/Values/Vision statements and of its 

Bylaws. 

In May, an advertisement (see photo) and 

a letter describing the job opportunity 

was distributed throughout the MCC net-

work and beyond. By summer, candidates 

from far and near expressed their interest 

in the position and copies of the applica-

tion packet were promptly sent out. 

 

MCC’s General Conference was held online in early July and 

the committee seized this incredible global opportunity for 

outreach by using funds approved by the Board to display the 

advertisement. It prominently appeared in a rotation of ads 

scrolling across the screen before the Conference’s opening 

welcome ceremony, each of its five plenaries, and two worship 

services. It was also visible throughout the weekend on the 

Conference website’s list of sponsors. Meanwhile, Lay Dele-

gate Dan Bacalzo drew       attention to the job search on the 

site’s community boards. There are people around the world 

who know of our church thanks to this outreach—and, of 

course, to the video greeting featuring 25 of our congregants, 

which was shown during the welcoming ceremony and as part 

of a montage during the closing worship.    

As the July 17 deadline approached for completed applica-

tions, the committee began its deliberations—a first step into 

the late summer interview process, which was right on target 

with the timeline it had set for itself earlier in the year. 

The Search Committee’s work has been an ensemble effort by 

eight members who have been committed to a deliberate yet 

flexible process. In addition to Weissman as chair, the group 

consists of three other general members—Wayne Stachurski, 

Margaret Kelley, and Andy Buck; three members of the 

Board—Andrew White, Sharron Massingale, and Julie Hover; 

and Deacon Richard Shourds.  

—Submitted by Andy Buck 
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~ August 2022 ~ 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1  
 

2  
10a-12p Food Pantry 

6:30p-7:30p Prayer 
Team Meets 

 

3  
 

4  
9a-1:30p Lee County 
Health Department 
Testing 

 

5  
Church Office Closed 

 

6  
Church Office Closed 

2:30p-4:30p GET 
Network In Person 
Meeting 

 

 

7  
10a-11a Worship 
Service 

 

8  
 

9  
10a-12p Food Pantry 

6:30p-7:30p Prayer 
Team Meets 

 

10  
 

11  
 

12  
Church Office Closed 

 

13  
Church Office Closed 

 

14  
10a-11a Worship 
Service 

 

15  
 

16  
10a-12p Food Pantry 

6:30p-7:30p Prayer 
Team Meets 

 

17  
 

18  
 

19  
Church Office Closed 

 

20  
Church Office Closed 

10:30a-12p Trans 
Life Group 

 

21  
10a-11a Worship 
Service 

 

22  
 

23  
10a-12p Food Pantry 

6:30p-7:30p Prayer 
Team Meets 

 

24  
 

25  
 

26  
Church Office Closed 

 

27  
Church Office Closed 

 

28  
10a-11a Worship 
Service 

 

29  
 

30  
10a-12p Food Pantry 

6:30p-7:30p Prayer 
Team Meets 

 

31  
 

Notes: 
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~ September 2022 ~ 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1  
9a-1:30p Lee County 
Health Department 
Testing 

 

2  
Church Office Closed 

 

3  
Church Office Closed 

 

4  
10a-11a Worship 
Service 

 

5 Labor Day 
 

6  
10a-12p Food Pantry 

6:30p-7:30p Prayer 
Team Meets 

 

7  
 

8  
 

9  
Church Office Closed 

 

10  
Church Office Closed 

2:30p-4:30p 2:30 PM 
GET Network Meeting 
In Person 

 

11  
10a-11a Worship 
Service 

 

12  
 

13  
10a-12p Food Pantry 

6:30p-7:30p Prayer 
Team Meets 

 

14  
 

15  
 

16  
Church Office Closed 

 

17  
Church Office Closed 

10:30a-12p Trans Life 
Group 

 

18  
10a-11a Worship 
Service 

 

19  
 

20  
10a-12p Food Pantry 

6:30p-7:30p Prayer 
Team Meets 

 

21  
 

22  
 

23  
Church Office Closed 

 

24  
Church Office Closed 

 

25  
10a-11a Worship 
Service 

 

26  
 

27  
10a-12p Food Pantry 

6:30p-7:30p Prayer 
Team Meets 

 

28  
 

29  
 

30  
Church Office Closed 

 

Notes: 
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I wanted something different for our 
dessert this past Easter.. The bananas in 
the produce section at our local Publix 
caught my attention. The end result was 
a very festive Black Bottom Banana 
Cream Pie suitable for any occasion 
(and it is very easy to make)! 

Black Bottom Banana Cream Pie 

 

Ingredients 

 

1 refrigerated pie crust, baked as directed 
1/4 cup semi-sweet chocolate chips 
2 ripe bananas, sliced 
1 4.6-ounce package vanilla cook-and-serve pudding 
mix 
3 cups milk 
1 tablespoon butter at room temperature 
1/2 teaspoon banana flavoring (optional) 
1 8-ounce container whipped topping, thawed (You 
may use whipping cream if desired) 
1/4 cup sliced almonds, toasted 

 

Directions 

 

Bake refrigerated pie crust as directed. Remove from 
oven and sprinkle bottom of the crust with chocolate 
chips. Let set for about 5 minutes. Test to see if chips 
are melting, then use back of a teaspoon to spread 
chocolate evenly over crust. Allow crust to cool com-
pletely. 

 

To make pudding, stir mix into milk in medium sauce-
pan. Bring to boil on medium heat, stirring constantly. 

Remove from heat, stir in butter and optional banana 
flavoring and allow to cool for at least 20 minutes, 

 

Place banana slices evenly on top of chocolate. Pour 
pudding over bananas and smooth out the top. 

 

Cover lightly with tin foil and chill in refrigerator at 
least 4 hours or overnight. 

 

Spread whipped topping on top of pie. 

 

Sprinkle almonds on top of whipped topping.. 

 

Note: If you want a more intense banana flavor, stir 
1/2 teaspoon banana flavoring with the butter into the 
cooked pudding. 
 
 

 
Heavenly Humor 

 
 
 

Food for Thought…from the Kitchen of  Adam Janowski 
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SENIOR PASTOR  

      pastor@sjamcc.com 

CONGREGATIONAL ADMINSTRATOR 

Kurt Hood          admin@sjamcc.com      

BOARD MEMBERS       board@sjamcc.com 

Donna Lusk         Richard Schaffer 

Sharron Massing ale     Julie Hover 

Dale Weddle                Andrew White      

DEACONS                     deaconate@sjamcc.com     

Glenda Enterline       Wanda Neubert 

Jonathan Hollander     Richard Shourds  

Bonnie Moore                 

LAY DELEGATES           delegate@sjamcc.com 

Dan Balcazo      Sharron Massingale          

TREASURER     treasurer@sjamcc.com                                   

Dale Gnatek    

MUSIC DEPARTMENT  music@sjamcc.com  

Ron Lemke          Music Director  

Bryan Dietrich   Pianist  

THE CHANNEL NEWSLETTER 

Adam Janowski  okadam@comcast.net 

CHURCH OFFICE 

Phone: (239) 344-0012    

Visit Our Website 

 https://sjamcc.com/  

  Follow Us On FACEBOOK    

www.facebook.com/sjamcc  

 

 

 

 

 

 

OFFICE HOURS 

Monday  through Thursday 

10:00 AM –  2 :00 PM 

 CHURCH DIRECTORY 

Our communion table is open to  

everyone, regardless if you are 

a member of our church, any  

church, or none at all.   

mailto:worshipteam@sjamcc.com
mailto:admin@sjamcc.com
mailto:board@sjamcc.com
mailto:worshipteam@sjamcc.com
mailto:delegate@sjamcc.com
mailto:music@sjamcc.com
mailto:okadam@comast.net
https://sjamcc.com/
https://www.facebook.com/sjamcc
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Your Ad 

Here! 

 

THE CHANNEL AD RATES 
 

Prepaid Annual Rates 

Business Cards $75 

1/4 Page  $125 

1/2 Page  $250 

Full Page  $500 

 
To place your ad, please call us at 344-0012. Help us 

reach our goal of full-color printing. 
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With fewer companies willing to insure in FL, carriers take closer look at problematic plumbing: DON’T TAKE 

YOU PLUMBING FOR GRANTED – Especially if you’ve moved to Southwest Florida from up North. In recent 

months, I’ve had a number of clients experience plumbing concerns within their homes. Let’s take a minute    

to talk about some of the problem areas: The Exterior Shut Off Valve – you should know where this valve is  

located at your home or condominium, and it should turn easily and be free from leaks. Most Condo and Multi 

Family Communities have rules that state this valve must be closed if you are away from your property for more 

than three or so days. I know that I encourage my clients to close this valve, even if away just overnight. Also, 

Washing Machine Hoses: both Hot and Cold lines, Dishwasher and Ice Maker lines and connections are all  

areas that can be compromised because of the nature of our SWFL Water. Always change out these hoses/

lines anytime you swap out one of these appliances. Additionally, these areas should be evaluated regularly to 

be sure they are free from leaks. 

Types of pipes: Most SWFL indoor plumbing is piped with Copper, CPVC, PEX, or Polybutylene. Peek under a 

sink, behind a commode, or at the top of your hot water heater. If you see Polybutylene, a gray pipe with copper 

compression style fittings, call a licensed plumber. Experts agree, this type of piping can fail and should be  

replaced. Few Homeowners insurance companies will insure properties with this type of pipe. When helping a 

Seller prep their home for sale, I check for this type of plumbing and educate them on these very concerns; 

When working with buyers, shopping for a home, if this type of pipe shows up on a Buyer’s home inspection 

report, replacement is often negotiated into the transaction. According to the Plumbing Experts with whom I 

partner, the best “insurance” in defense of SWFL water is a whole house water softening system. There are a 

variety of systems from simple softening to whole house reverse osmosis, and everything in between. If your 

property is in need of a plumbing evaluation, please Access Jack and I will refer you to a Licensed, Qualified 

Plumber.  

Insurance Providers Take Closer Look at Your Plumbing for INSURABILITY 

       Please       ccessJack at: 239.839.5927     @ 
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200+ copies of THE CHANNEL are printed 

and distributed six time a year as well as 

posted on our website at 

https://sjamcc.com/ 

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS!!  

To become one, call 344-0012. 

Saint John the Apostle  
Metropolitan Community Church 
3049 McGregor Boulevard 
Fort Myers, FL 33901 
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NON PROFIT ORG. 
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