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The following article, detailing the initial process of selecting a new pastor, has appeared in 
other publications including the MCC main website and locally through the Weekly E=News 
on St. John’s website, but it is so crucial to the process that we are including it in this issue of 
the Channel.   

Introduction to the Pastoral Search 

“The calling of your next pastor is quite possibly one of the 
most important discernment processes your church will 
undertake. 

If your call process results in a “good match” it will be the 
beginning of an exciting time of growth, development and 
effective ministry that will touch the lives of many people 
in your church and your community. 

If the outcome of your call process is not a “good match” it 
can be the beginning of a time of great challenge and con-
flict; and can negatively impact the effectiveness of your 
church’s ministry – spiritually, relationally and economical-
ly – for years to come. 

Remember, this is a spiritual discernment process and 
seeking God’s leading in this process is critical. Seeking the 
person God has been preparing for your church is a       
spiritual matter. It will take spiritual people seeking God’s 
guidance to lead you to a faithful and fruitful  conclusion. 

The key to the success of a pastoral search is a good      
discernment process: a process that is prayerful, well 
thought-through and follows the protocols of your local 
church Bylaws, MCC Bylaws and the MCC Pastoral Search Process. Some people will try to 
define a successful   process as one that is quick and inexpensive. Neither great speed nor 
low cost will help you in being successful; to focus on those criteria constitutes a great      
mistake. It is important to give your community the time needed to better understand your 
present challenges and  opportunities, to have a sense where God is leading for the next 
chapter, and to imagine the best pastoral skills and attributes in the leadership needed to 
help you find your way there. Many pastoral searches will benefit from and happen           
concurrently in the latter stages of work with a trained professional transitional clergyperson 
or lay leader during an intentional interim period.” 

 

Source: River Of Life MCC, Pastor Application, Metropolitan Community Churches website: 
https://www.mccchurch.org/document/river-of-life-mcc-pastor-application/ 
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Dancin’ From Your Heart 

This time of year we begin thinking about “love”.  

Valentine’s Day is the biggest celebration of human 

love acknowledged in our culture.  It gives focus to 

the kind of love we give to others, the source of 

which can be many things: spiritual and physical.   

Valentine’s Day is a wonderful opportunity to     

express our love for others, particularly a partner 

or spouse.  It is also a prominent occasion for wed-

dings or other celebrations of love relationships. 

Love can be feelings we have for someone or 

something, the source of which is usually from our 

human side.  But Love, with a capital “L”  has its 

source in God.  Jesus was God’s Love in a human 

form.  The Bible tells us in many places about the 

God kind of love, describing it and giving examples 

of Jesus being love, as well as how God has created 

us to be “love” in the world.  God’s love in our 

hearts can be expressed in our lives by looking at 

some descriptions in First Corinthians 12. 

 Love is patient, love is kind.  

 It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not 

 proud.  

 It does not dishonor others, it is not self-seeking,  

 it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of 

 wrongs.  

 Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with 

 the truth.   

 It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, 

 always perseveres.  

 Love Never Fails!    

Dancin’ from our heart can be an expression of 

God’s love revealed through Jesus’ life.  It’s how 

this kind of love expressed through our life as God 

fills our hearts with the “Jesus kind of love”.  This 

doesn’t mean we never feel anger, frustration or 

want to defend ourselves or others.  It doesn’t 

mean retaliation, etc. is acceptable; allowing our 

human reaction to guide our lives.  Jesus had many 

opportunities to react as a human because he     

became human.  But he was also God’s love        

expressed in human form.  He even experienced 

rejection to the point the people wanted to throw 

him over a cliff.  But he walked right through the 

crowd and went on his way  (Luke 4).   

“ believe that if you dance the dances of your 

heart,  

that greater happiness will find a brand new way to 

start.  

I believe the gifts you have are there for you to 

share.  

And when you give them from the heart,  

the whole world knows you care.” 

Author unknown. 

When we let God lead we’re Dancin’ On The Inside, 

our spirit hears God’s Spirit;   it is a dance of Love 

for God is Love.  Allowing our heart to be guided by 

this can never fail because….Love Never Fails. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Deacon Bonnie Moore 

Dancin’ on the Inside 
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Random Acts of  Kindness 

Ruth 2:10 – “Why have I found such favor [grace] in 

your eyes that you notice me – a foreigner?” 

Some say that the American writer Ann Herbert 

scribbled the phrase “Practice random acts of kind-

ness and senseless acts of beauty” on a placemat at 

a restaurant in 1982.  The sentiment has since been 

popularized through film and literature and has   

become part of our vocabulary. 

The question is “Why?”  Why 

should we show kindness?  For 

those who follow Jesus, the 

answer is clear: To show the 

tender mercy and kindness of 

God. 

There’s an Old Testament ex-

ample of that principle in the 

story of Ruth, the emigrant 

from Moab.  She was a foreigner, living in a strange 

land whose language and culture she did not under-

stand.  Furthermore, she was desperately poor, 

utterly dependent on the charity of a people who 

took little notice of her. 

There was one Israelite, however, who showed Ruth 

grace and spoke to her heart (Ruth 2:13).  He        

allowed her to glean in his fields, but more than  

simple charity, he showed her by his compassion 

the tender mercy of God, the One under whose 

wings she could take refuge.  She became Boaz’s 

bride, part of the family of God, and one in a line of 

ancestors that led to Jesus, who brought salvation 

to the word (see Matthew 1:1-16).   

We never know what one act of kindness, done in 

Jesus’s name, will do. Amen.   

Deacon Jonathan 

Actos fortuitos de bondad 

… ¿Por qué he hallado gracia en tus ojos para que 

me reconozcas…? – Rut 2:10 

Algunos afirman que la escritora Anne Herbert 

garabateó en un mantel de un restaurante la frase 

“practica actos de bondad fortuitos y de belleza sin 

sentido”.  Este sentimiento se ha popularizado me-

diante películas y literatura, y algunos lo han hecho 

parte de su vocabulario.  

La pregunta es: “¿Por qué 

debemos ser bondadosos con 

los demás?”.  Para los segui-

dores de Jesús, la respuesta es 

clara:  para mostrar la miseri-

cordia y la bondad de Dios. 

En el Antiguo Testamento, la 

historia de Rut, una inmigrante 

moabita, ilustra este principio.  

Esta mujer vivía en una tierra cuya cultura e idioma 

no entendía.  Además, era sumamente pobre y de-

pendiente por completo de la caridad de un pueblo 

que casi la ignoraba. 

Sin embargo, hubo un israelita que actuó bondados-

amente y le habló al corazón (Rut 2:13).  Permitió 

que ella cosechara en sus campos, pero, además de 

ser simplemente caritativo, le mostró con su com-

pasión la misericordia y la bondad amorosa de Dios.  

Aquel bajo cuyas alas ella podía refugiarse.  Final-

mente, Rut se convirtió en la esposa de aquel hom-

bre, Booz, en parte de la familia de Dios y en ante-

pasada de Jesús, quien trajo la salvación al mundo 

(ver Mateo 1:1-16).  

Nunca sabemos qué puede lograr una obra de bon-

dad hecha en el nombre de Jesús. Amén.   

Diácono Jonathan 
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Start cleaning out Your Closets! 

St. John the Apostle Spring Yard Sale 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Saturday, April 9, 2022 

7:30 to 2:30 pm.  

 

Items can start to be dropped  

off at the Church  

beginning March 20th. 

Heritage Tree—Planted at St. Johns  

in Honor of  Pastor Steve 

The tree planted to honor of your former pastor, Rev. Steve is called a     
Geiger Tree (Cordia ebestena) pronounced KOR-dee-uh seb-ess-TAY-nuh.  

If left to grow, it develops a neat, round and dense canopy. Its leaves are 
large and coarse but the tree is grown for its flower clusters that are bright 
orange and most  prevalent in summer and fall.  

This is a Florida-Friendly Landscaping plant. It  has lovely 2” wide, orange 
red, funnel-shaped flowers emerging in clusters at the branch tips. The  
flowers attract hummingbirds and it is a nectar plant for many butterflies.  
Its fruit do not attract wildlife.  

This is considered an accent tree in a church landscape and visitors will be 
attracted to it. It will be lovely in a few short years with minimum care. In 

times of drought especially without a source of irrigation, the tree will lose its leaves and once rainfall starts up, it will produce a 
new canopy of leaves. This tree is considered a small to medium size shade tree with age.  

This tree was purchased and planted by All Native Garden Center. Its former owner, John Sibley, passed away but the business 

lives on thanks to a co-worker he trained and groomed to take over. His name is Joaquin. This tree was selected by me to give the 

church family a living plant in honor of our former pastor. The tree was also planted in memory of John who was a friend to both 

Steve and I and the church and many of its members. Thousands of trees and shrubs over the years are all part of John Sibley’s 

legacy to Ft Myers and Sanibel Island. I hope you love the tree for many years into the future.  

Submitted by Tom Becker 



 

The Channel, St. John the Apostle MCC 5 

 

Happy 2022 from the Food Pantry. I would like to wel-
come Mark and Justin to the Pantry. They both have 
been a blessing and I want to thank them for working 
every other Tuesday and for bringing great ideas and 
skills with them. 
 
The Pantry was reopened 6 months ago after being 
closed for a year due to COVID-19 and the building being 
closed. 
 
Even though food assistance is still in high demand,    
clients coming to the Pantry remain low at this time. 
Mark and Justin came up with the idea of “Taking the 
Pantry to the people“ as we have been taking food to 
people in need. If you know someone who could use 
food, you can see one of us and we can give you food to 
take to them.  
 
As always a BIG thank you to all the Saints who donate 
food to the Pantry and also the ones who give monetary 
gifts to restock the Pantry. Again, if you know someone 
in need see one of us after church service. 

Your Bother in Christ, 
Dale Weddle 

 

The Pantry Place...We Deliver!! In Memoriam 

Remembering Gene Mitchell 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When I think of Gene, my first thought is that he was a 

real gentleman. I sat next to Gene for many months  

during Sunday services. He was so kind. I came in      

dripping wet one Sunday from being caught in a sudden 

rainstorm. He whipped out his white pocket hanky and    

began drying me off. He had a wonderful sense of      

humor: “Seems like God has baptized you again” He 

said. He always seemed more concerned about the 

comfort of others’ comfort and well being than his own. 

We grew to be good friends over the years. Once he 

remarked that if we grew any closer he might have to 

change his sexual orientation! That would have been 

fine with me. 

Not only do I recall his kindness, but like the old song 

goes, “he would never be cross or try to be my boss.”     

I never knew him to lose his temper or speak harshly to 

anyone. He was gentle. He was truly a real gentleman. 

I miss you Gene. 

Sue Seitz 

In Loving Memory of  
 James A. Hueholt  
 F. Norman Bowles  
 Lois Webber Hueholt  
Gone, but not forgotten.  
 Rev. Glen Hueholt  
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Deacon Bonnie Moore 

I grew up in western Pennsylvania, attended the 

United Methodist Church, and raised my 3 sons also 

in that denomination.  

After coming out in the mid 1980’s I felt disconnect-

ed from church and religion. A friend asked me to 

Church of the Trinity MCC around 1990 and I knew 

when I first stepped on the grounds that I’d found a 

spiritual home after 10 years wondering if there 

was a church for me. I joined the church shortly 

after and became a deacon within the year. I con-

tinued my ministry in congregational care, worship 

services as lector, Eucharistic minister and in what-

ever needed as a deacon. I also preached during the 

period of time we were without a pastor as the 

Board of Deacons filled the pulpit and other pasto-

ral needs during the year of pastoral search.  

I became the founding deacon when SunCoast Ca-

thedral MCC was formed as I lived in that area at 

that time. 

I returned to Church of the Trin-

ity during the early 2000’s and 

was privileged to serve on the 

Board of Deacons during Rev. 

Elder Dr. Nancy Wilson’s pastor-

ing as well as Rev. Dr. Mona 

West.  

After moving to Sanibel 2015, 

I’ve served SJAMCC as a deacon, 

worship leader, speaker, prayer ministry, spiritual 

growth workshop, during COVID a co-producer of 

the Virtual Worship Services and write Dancin’ On 

The Inside column for the Channel.  

It is my heart’s desire to serve a church like SJAMCC 

where all people are welcome to come worship 

God, learn to be like Jesus in our world and allow 

the Holy Spirit to guide our steps into the future 

God is preparing us for. 

Deacon Richard Shourds 

I was born in Camden NJ 

in 1958. I was baptized 

Presbyterian due  to my  

father's  side of the family 

being Presbyterian. My 

mother was an Episcopali-

an Sunday School Teacher. 

The youngest of six chil-

dren, we attended  Sun-

day School every week 

and Church as we were older. My sisters and I 

found a non-denominational church that we attend-

ed regularly Cathedral of the Wood in Medford NJ 

until I found The MCC Church in Philadelphia PA. in 

my mid 20's. 

I have been a member of MCC since I attended  the 

Sunshine Cathedral MCC Fort Lauderdale in 1990. I 

have served as a greeter, choir member, Gay Pride 

committee member, communion server, cross bear-

er , acolyte , prayer team member and  presently as 

a Deacon. I have always looked for a MCC Church 

that my partner & I could attend at several  differ-

ent locations within Florida and other states. 

I have a working knowledge of the Universal Fellow-

ship of Metropolitan Community Churches. I am 

always looking to learn and grow with the church 

family and community. All of my life the Lord has 

allowed me to not only work with others but to 

learn and grow from them. Humbly I work for our 

Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  

 

 

Deacons at St. John the Apostle, MCC... 

March 2nd—7:00 p.m. 
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Deacon Jonathan Hollander 

My name is Jonathan Hollander. I am married to my 

wonderful husband, Ron Kinchen. We will be cele-

brating our 19th anniversary in 2022.  

I started out with little education in religion. My fa-

ther was a non-practicing Catholic and my mother 

had no experience with religion. Even though I was 

not raised Catholic, I so wanted to explore that faith. 

As a youngster, I went to Baptist Churches and Pen-

tecostal Churches. I remember a few times stepping 

into a Catholic Church and being mesmerized by the 

beauty of the church and the liturgy.  

In 1987 I took an RN 

Traveling assignment in 

Fort Myers. At that time 

MCC of the Palms was 

located here. I went to a 

few services but after a 

while I stopped. In 1991, 

I had a calling in my 

heart to return to 

church. I was much 

stronger in my ac-

ceptance of myself and decided I needed to go to a 

church that accepted me as I am. By then, MCC of 

the Palms had closed and St. John the Apostle had 

begun. I was not a founding member but I took a 

membership class with our first pastor, Rev. Jim 

Lynch. I joined the choir and became active in other 

ministries. I was then asked to pray on becoming a 

Deacon. God called me to become a Deacon and I 

did so in the early 90s. Later , I began to preach and 

serve God in multiple ways. I am still being called by 

God to the Deaconate. I have served as a Deacon for 

about 25 years. I know God is calling this church on 

a journey and so far God is calling me to continue to 

be one of the Deacons on that journey. I thank God 

for that calling and I praise God to have had so many 

wonderful people from this church in my life.  

Wanda Jeanne Neubert 

I am Deacon Wanda. I came to SJAMCC in July of 

1994 and became a deacon in 1997. 

My primary focus for 

SJAMCC is to share our 

journey through the 

"Power" of prayer.  

 I believe our success 

will be found in a sim-

ple message inspired 

by personal experience 

with, and devotion to - 

Our Creator, Christ, 

and The Holy Spirit. 

Through worship and 

praise we must:  

STOP     LOOK     LISTEN    OBSERVE     ENCOURAGE 

To God be the Glory! 

 

 

Free Books! 

 

Pastor Steve gifted us with 

books he acquired over the 

years that deal with religion 

and theology. 

You are welcome to borrow 

any of the books or keep 

them for yourself. 

They are available on a table 

in the church parlor. 

Help yourself! 

 

 

...a historic ministry of  service and aid within the Church.  
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I love a good Cuban sandwich and I 
sometimes roast a Boston Butt Pork 
Roast just to have leftover pork for the 
sandwiches. I have experimented turn-
ing the leftover pork into Cuban Sliders, 
but I've also found that it makes a 
darned good sandwich. I've added my 

own touches to take the Cuban sandwich to another 
level. (If you want, you can easily change this recipe to 
sliders by using Hawaiian rolls!) Try it and let me know 
what you think! This would make a great sandwich to 
go with the Superbowl! 

Adam’s Cuban Style Sandwiches 
INGREDIENTS 
2 deli style sub rolls (soft bread) 
8 tablespoons mayonnaise 
4 tablespoons Dijon mustard 
4 tablespoons pesto sauce 
1 large dill pickle, sliced 
12 thin slices of deli ham 
6 slices of Swiss cheese, cut to the width of the roll 
12 slices of roast pork, thinly sliced 
Montreal Steak Seasoning 
2 heaping tablespoons French’s Crispy Fried Onions 
 

DIRECTIONS 
 Heat oven to 325 degrees. 
 Split sub rolls lengthwise. 
 Spread mayonnaise on each slice. 
 Spread 2 tablespoons mustard on bottom slice. 
 Spread 2 tablespoons of pesto on top slice.  
 Place about 10-12 dill pickle slices on mustard. 
 Place 6 slices of deli ham on top of pickles. 
 Place 3 slices of Swiss cheese on top of deli ham. 
 Place 6 slices of roast pork on top of Swiss cheese. 

Very lightly sprinkle Montreal steak seasoning on 
roast pork. (If you don’t have the seasoning you 
can use salt, pepper, and garlic powder. Just don’t 
use too much). 

 Place 3 slices of Swiss cheese on top of roast pork. 
 Sprinkle French’s Crispy Fried Onions on top of 

Swiss cheese. 
 Cover with top roll 
 Place rolls on baking sheet. Cover tightly with sheet 

of tin foil. 
 Bake for 20 minutes. Remove tin foil. Return to 

over and bake for another 5 minutes or until tops 
are slightly crusty and cheese has melted. 

 Remove from oven and slice into 4ths. 
 

Heavenly Humor 

Food for Thought…from the Kitchen of  Adam Janowski 
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SENIOR PASTOR  

      pastor@sjamcc.com 

CONGREGATIONAL ADMINSTRATOR 

Kurt Hood          admin@sjamcc.com      

BOARD MEMBERS       board@sjamcc.com 

Donna Lusk         Sonny Pillow 

Sharron Massingale    Jason McRae   

Dale Weddle                Andrew White      

DEACONS                     deaconate@sjamcc.com     

Glenda Enterline       Wanda Neubert 

Jonathan Hollander     Richard Shourds  

Bonnie Moore                 

LAY DELEGATES           delegate@sjamcc.com 

Dan Balcazo      Sharron Massingale          

TREASURER     treasurer@sjamcc.com                                   

Dale Gnatek    

MUSIC DEPARTMENT  music@sjamcc.com  

Ron Lemke          Music Director  

Bryan Dietrich   Pianist  

THE CHANNEL NEWSLETTER 

Adam Janowski  okadam@comcast.net 

CHURCH OFFICE 

Phone: (239) 344-0012    

Visit Our Website 

 https://sjamcc.com/  

  Follow Us On FACEBOOK    

www.facebook.com/sjamcc  

 

 

 

 

 

 

OFFICE HOURS 

Monday  through Thursday 

10:00 AM –  2 :00 PM 

 CHURCH DIRECTORY 
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Your Ad 

Here! 

 

THE CHANNEL AD RATES 
 

Prepaid Annual Rates 

Business Cards $75 

1/4 Page  $125 

1/2 Page  $250 

Full Page  $500 

 
To place your ad, please call us at 344-0012. Help us 

reach our goal of full-color printing. 
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I am often approached by Clients and/or Neighbors about selling their current property. The first 

words out of my mouth are, “where are you planning to go?” More times than not, the response 

to my question is that I am told their home is worth a fortune, the time to sell is NOW! I again 

pose the question; in a different way such as: are you planning to downsize? Do you own another 

property in which you plan to move? Are you going to move back closer to family? If the answer to 

one of those queries is “yes” then we further discuss the next steps; if the answer is, I’m planning 

to “rent” until this bubble bursts and then buy a similar home again in the future, that starts an 

entirely different conversation. Statistically, sources note that there are 900 - 1200 people a day 

moving to Florida – with no real end in sight. Inventory of existing properties, new construction, 

and rentals are at a premium. As a result, the prices on all available living situations continues to 

increase rapidly. Whether you answered “yes” to one of my relocation questions above, or “I plan 

to rent”, please contact me so that I am able to help you navigate this fast-paced housing       

market. Please let me help you figure out the best course of action for your housing needs – 

which may be to stay right where you are at! 

Please Access Jack for your Real Estate Consulting Needs. 

I have to sell my home! 

Or do you? 

       Please       ccessJack at: 239.839.5927     @ 
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200+ copies of THE CHANNEL are printed 
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posted on our website at 

https://sjamcc.com/ 

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS!!  
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