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I remember a MCC General Conference where I asked a fellow Pastor how Church was going. 
He replied that church would be wonderful if it weren’t for the people. I told him there is 
always the biblical principle of pruning to use. He responded that he wanted the biblical prin-
ciple of the flood.  

As I prepare for retirement, I want to thank this congregation for never giving me any reason 
to feel as my pastor friend did. There have been struggles and disagreements, but I firmly 
know everyone is working for the God of the St. John the Apostle. And a great spiritual gift 
God has given me is patience and it is never “My way or the highway.” I am not leaving the 
area so we will occasionally see each other. I pray that you take this transition as a time of 
renewal. 

In the words of Carol Burnett... 

I'm so glad we had this time together 

Just to have a laugh or sing a song 

Seems we just get started 

and before you know it 

Comes the time we have to say 

So long 

Goodnight! 

(Ear pull) 

As of now, I am the longest serving Pastor that St. John’s has ever had. 
No matter the struggles, I have been blessed at every moment serving 
this congregation. The Board of Directors have just begun the conversa-
tion with the denomination on the process for calling a new pastor. It is 
a new day. 

Pastor Steve 

Pastor’s Reflections  

Final Thoughts 
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GIVE ME A SONG 
This time of the year is typically busy with a variety of        

holidays and events. This year besides daylight changing time, 

Thanksgiving and the really big one “Christmas” and New 

Year’s, we’ve had to add the difficulties of coming out of a 

nearly two year pandemic.  It’s no wonder many are confused 

as to what/who to believe, what is happening to our daily life 

and/or are we really in a “new normal”.   These and other 

events we experience as individuals can leave us confused, 

irritated or even depressed.  This doesn’t even embrace    

climate change, the increase of violence, political chaos and 

loss of hundreds of thousands lives  due to COVID-19.  Some 

of us are even just moving forward embracing the ongoing 

events as though they have no life changing impact on our 

daily lives.  We can go back to celebrating our holidays, living 

our lives and try to make it like it “used to be”.   

But!  Has God given us a “new song” to lead us in our dance 

of life; new music to be Dancin’ On The Inside”?   

Quotes from a Weekly Elders Call to Prayer by Rev. Elder   

Carolyn Mobley-Bowie have given me thoughts to share with 

you. 

“How do we pray in a world ravaged by COVID-19….. 

How do we pray in a world….. showing signs of global warm-

ing while denying it? 

How do we pray in a world where natural disasters devas-

tate….? 

How do we pray when we see and feel the impact of all these 

things on our own lives? 

How do we pray…when justice, peace and respect cannot be 

found in the human community?” 

These questions can be asking as…How can we be Dancin’ On 

The Inside  if we’ve not listened for the music God gives us, 

the words to the song in our spirits, while allowing God to 

lead the Dance?  If we are listening, praying and giving God 

thanks, what is the dance God is leading: is the new song 

“singing” us to be God’s grace, peace and love in the place 

God has given to each of us?  If we’re not letting God lead the 

dance, let’s allow God to give us a new song! 

Sometimes we just have to stop thinking about things, watch-

ing too much “news” or face time and allow God to speak to 

us through our prayers and by the Holy Spirit.  The last nearly 

two years have impacted nearly every part of our lives as we 

knew them.  Asking God for a song can be a way of opening 

our hearts, minds and spirits to be thankful for the goodness 

of the past, give us a new awareness of the now and encour-

age us to move into what is before us.   

The words to God’s song can replace our thoughts  and en-

courage us to sing a different tune!  Being thankful through 

our prayers and a changed thought life gives way for God’s 

“new song”, gives us the courage to help others; be a moving 

force in overcoming despair, loneliness and to be an active 

part in the changes we pray will bring us closer to our Creator 

and the world in which we were given to care for.   

When we open our hearts and minds to God by prayer with 

thanksgiving listen for the new words.   God will increase our 

faith and give us a song of joy to  be Dancin’ on the Inside.  

Then we can be allowing God to lead us in a dance of grace, 

gratitude, courage, faith and love!  

Then we are truly DANCIN’ ON THE INSIDE!  

Most Gracious Hearer of Prayers, 

Before I am swept away by the challenges I face on a daily basis, please give 

me a song! 

Give me a song of gratitude for the way you fill me up, even if my glass is 

only half full, now. 

Give me a song of courage, to lend a helping hand to some whose need is 

greater than mine. 

Give me a song of faith, to remember all that you have done, so I can trust 

you again today. 

Give me a song of love to help me work for justice by the reverence I show 

for all of life. 

Teach me, oh God, to always keep a song in my heart. In all your holy 

names, Amen 

Rev. Elder Carolyn Mobley-Bowie 

 —Bonnie Moore, Deacon 

Dancin’ on the Inside 
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Welcome!  We’re so glad you are joining us. Thank you for 

taking some time to learn about this groundbreaking endeavor 

that seeks to connect with those who reside beyond our MCC 

churches and communities.  The primary purpose of this site it 

to HELP PEOPLE outside of MCC to learn about Metropolitan 

Community Churches.  It is not an advertising campaign where 

we are simply “pushing out” or promoting our MCC messages 

to the world.  Rather it is a marketing campaign and our pro-

cess was based on first acknowledging our chosen audiences, 

their needs, their questions for us, and what they wish for to 

us to discuss using the language, phrases, terminology, and 

concepts they use and understand.  It is a campaign purpose-

fully based on listening first, speaking second. 

We now invite you to explore this website that was built for 

those who are our guests and visitors by going to the home 

page. We would then love to hear about your experiences as 

an MCCer, but we would especially welcome your feedback 

about how you believe those outside of MCC may view and 

consider the content on the “We’re Seeking You!” web-

site……so be sure to return to this page (and click on the link 

provided below) to share your thoughts.  You’ll also find infor-

mation below that provides you with marketing assets to help 

us to share this website in your corner of the world, as well as 

information regarding the ways you can update your church 

listing page. 

Link to the  “We’re Seelking You” website: 

https://visitmccchurch.com/ 

(Channel Editor’s Note: Information and links on this page are from the MCC 

International website) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Eve Service  
Friday, December 24th 2021 

7:00 p.m. 

MCC’s next General Conference, which is shaping up to be a 

truly global event, will now be held in both physical locations 

and via virtual participation. There are two phases of the con-

ference.  

The first will include in-person gatherings on July 1-3, 2022, 

with confirmed sites that include Houston, Texas, USA; Sao 

Paulo, Brazil; and Manila, Philippines. Additional cities in Afri-

ca, Europe, and Australia/New Zealand are also being dis-

cussed. At each physical site, there will be worship services, 

workshops, plenaries, and social activities, many of which will 

also have an online component. Locations for in-person gath-

erings may be added or removed depending on the COVID-19 

pandemic situation.  

The second phase of the conference will take place completely 

online, July 15-16, 2022. This will be the Business Meeting por-

tion of the conference, and church pastors and lay delegates 

will be able to vote on any proposed resolutions and other 

business, regardless of where in the world participants are 

physically located. 

Each phase of the MCC Global General Conference will have a 

separate registration. Additional details will be announced at a 

later date. 

In other news, MCC has established its first-ever endowment 

fund, surpassing its initial fundraising goal of $150,000 to raise 

just under $200,000 as of late September. The endowment is 

aimed at providing longer-term institutional financial health.  

The fund is being managed by Henderson Financial Group, Inc. 

and a press statement from MCC notes that “Not only have we 

established the fund, but we have also been able to do so with 

Socially Conscious Investments that match MCC’s values.” Do-

nations to MCC’s Endowment Fund can be made at 

http://weblink.donorperfect.com/MCCEndowment.  

—Submitted by Dan Balcazo, Lay Delegate 

 

 

Lay Delegate Report 

October 2021 

https://visitmccchurch.com/
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Pastor Steve, it's hard to put my 
thoughts and feelings into words, 
so I offer a prayer of  continued 
guidance and protection for you 
and your family on your journey 
forward.  
Thank you for the many years of 
spirit filled preaching; for the un-
conditional love and acceptance of 
all who have come to St. John the 
Apostle MCC, for telling it like it is, 
and personally for teaching and 
encouraging me along the way, 
you have made a major difference 
in my life.  God Bless you, Amen! 
Wanda Jeanne Neubert, Deacon 

Pastor Steve Retiring January 1, 2022 

Thank you for your service to St. John the Apostle,           

Fort Myers and to the                                                 

Metropolitan Community Church. 

May God watch over you and your family and bless 

you as you embark on the next journey of your life. 

Surprising the pastor. 

Burning the mortgage Drive-in service in the time of Covid. 

Celebrating an anniversary.  A Luncheon  

celebrating Pastor 

Steve will be held on 

Sunday,  

December 19, 2021 

after  

worship service.      

To be held in the        

social hall.  

(More details to come). 
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Dear Pastor Steve 
It has been a privi-
lege serving as    
Deacon under your 
ministry. Your ser-
vices have helped 
strengthen the bond 
between those who 
attend St.  John the 
Apostle. As you 
begin your farewell        

journey, I appreciate you more than you may know and I 
send you thankful prayers.   
Jonathan Hollander, Deacon 

— 
Over the years I have appreciated Pastor Steve’s sermons. I          
especially appreciated Pastor Steve’s explanation of the word 
“companionship”. He explained at Communion one Sunday that 
companion comes from Latin com "with" + panis "bread". We 
were companions with God because we shared bread together. 
That was a light bulb moment for me and I was reminded of his 
words when he officiated at our wedding. I had found my life 
“companion”, someone who I would be breaking bread with for 
the rest of my life.  
Adam Janowski, Channel Editor 
— 
When Carole and I moved to Sanibel we joined SJAMCC and met 

Pastor Steve.  He was our first “pacing Pastor”!  Following his movements across the sanctuary had us focused on 
his message!  Pastor Steve is committed to the MCC doctrine of justice, inclusion and being Jesus in the 
world.  And he’s ministered these concepts to all who entered our worship for all the years he’s served as SJAMCC 
Pastor and Worship Leader.  His strongest statements have been, “all are welcome” and “go forth and do!".  We 
know he’ll continue this message whatever path God is leading him.  
                                                                                   Bonnie Moore, Deacon 
 
 

Blessing of the animals. 

Officiating a wedding ceremony. 

Celebrating St. John’s 25th Anniversary.. 

St. John the Apostle, MCC, Fort Myers 

Celebrating Pride. 
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~ December 2021 ~ 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1  
 

2  
9a-1:30p  Lee County 
Health Department 

 

3  
Church Office Closed 

 

4  
Church Office Closed 

2:30p-4:30p GET 
Network In Person 
Meeting 

 

5  
10a-11a Worship 
Service 

 

6  
 

7  
10a-12p Food Pantry 

6:30p-7:30p Prayer 
Team Meets 

 

8  
 

9  
 

10  
Church Office Closed 

 

11  
Church Office Closed 

) 

 

12  
10a-11a Worship 
Service 

 

13  
 

14  
10a-12p Food Pantry 

6:30p-7:30p Prayer 
Team Meets 

 

15  
 

16  
 

17  
Church Office Closed 

 

18  
Church Office Closed 

10:30a-12p Trans Life 
Group 

 

19  
10a-11a Worship 
Service 

Luncheon Celebrating 
Pastor Steve – after 
Worship Service 

20  
 

21  
10a-12p Food Pantry 

6:30p-7:30p Prayer 
Team Meets 

 

22  
 

23  
 

24  
Church Office Closed 

Christmas Eve 
Service 7:00 PM 

 

25 Christmas 
Church Office Closed 

 

26  
10a-11a Worship 
Service 

 

27  
Church Office Closed 

 

28  
10a-12p Food Pantry 
Church Office Closed 

6:30p-7:30p Prayer 
Team Meets 

 

 

29  
Church Office Closed 

 

30  
Church Office Closed 

 

31  
Church Office Closed 

 

Notes: 
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~ January 2022 ~ 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 New Year's Day 
Church Office Closed 

 

2  
10a-11a Worship 
Service 

 

3  
 

4  
10a-12p Food Pantry 

6:30p-7:30p Prayer 
Team Meets 

 

5  
 

6 Epiphany 
9a-1:30p Cancelled 
Lee County Health 
Department 

 

7  
Church Office Closed 

 

8  
Church Office Closed 

 

9  
10a-11a Worship 
Service 

 

10  
 

11  
10a-12p Food Pantry 

6:30p-7:30p Prayer 
Team Meets 

 

 

12  
 

13  
 

14  
Church Office Closed 

 

15  
Church Office Closed 

10:30a-12p Trans Life 
Group 

 

16  
10a-11a Worship 
Service 

 

17 Martin Luther King 

 

18  
10a-12p Food Pantry 

6:30p-7:30p Prayer 
Team Meets 

 

19  
 

20  
 

21  
Church Office Closed 

 

22  
Church Office Closed 

 

23  
10a-11a Worship 
Service 

 

24  
 

25  
10a-12p Food Pantry 

6:30p-7:30p Prayer 
Team Meets 

 

26  
 

27  
 

28  
Church Office Closed 

 

29  
Church Office Closed 

) 

 

30  
10a-11a Worship 
Service 

 

31  
 

Notes: 
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I associate holiday meals with turkey and ham, 
but after awhile I like to try something new. I 
started experimenting with a chicken dish that 
could be fixed for guests or for just the two of us 
(with plenty of leftovers for lunch the next day. 
My husband, John, likes chicken breasts, I like 
thighs. I made this recipe using both and it 
turned out perfectly. I served the chicken with 
Uncle Ben’s garlic butter flavored rice and mixed 

vegetables on the side. It was a great meal!  

Chicken Francese with Mushrooms 
INGREDIENTS 
1/2 cup flour 
1 teaspoon Grill Mates Montreal Chicken Seasoning (or your     
favorite blend of chicken seasoning) 
1/2 teaspoon salt 
1/2 black pepper 
4 boneless skinless chicken thighs 
2 boneless skinless chicken breasts sliced into 4 equal sized cutlets 
3 eggs, beaten 
6 tablespoons vegetable oil 
2 tablespoons butter 
1 shallot, halved and sliced thin 
2 cloves garlic, minced 
1 8-ounce package sliced Baby Bella Mushrooms 
1 1/4 cups chicken broth 
2 1/2 teaspoons cornstarch 
3 tablespoons capers, rinsed 
1 tablespoon lemon juice 
Salt and pepper 
4 tablespoons chopped parsley for garnish (optional) 
 

DIRECTIONS 
1. Rinse mushrooms and dry on paper towels. 
2. Combine flour, Montreal Chicken Seasoning and salt and pepper 
in a gallon sized sealable plastic bag. Add chicken, seal bag and 
shake to cover chicken pieces completely. 
3. In a large frying pan, heat oil over medium high heat. 
4. Place beaten eggs in large bowl, and using tongs remove one 
piece of chicken at a time, dip it into the beaten egg, making sure 
that all of the chicken is covered and place in frying pan. Fry to 
golden brown, about 4-5 minutes on each side. Do in batches so as 
to not crowd the chicken in the frying pan. Set browned chicken on 
a platter. Cover with tinfoil and set aside. After all chicken has been 
sauteed, pour out remaining oil and wipe with a paper towel.  
5. Melt 2 tablespoons butter in frying pan over medium low heat.  
6. Add shallots and garlic and sauté for about 5 minutes until wilt-
ed. Add mushrooms and sauté until mushrooms are just cooked.  
7. Combine chicken bullion and cornstarch and stir until smooth.  
8. Add to frying pan. Bring to a boil, stirring to keep sauce smooth 
until thickened. Add capers and lemon juice. Reduce heat to sim-
mer. Add the chicken pieces to frying pan and cover. Cook 5-7 
minutes on each side. 
9. Adjust seasonings, adding salt and pepper to taste. Plate chicken, 
adding a couple of spoonfuls of mushrooms, capers, and sauce on 
top of chicken. Serve with side of rice or pasta. 
 

Holiday Humor 

Food for Thought…from the Kitchen of  Adam Janowski 
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Your Ad 

Here! 
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Are you Eligible to take Advantage of this Florida Resident Tax Savings Benefit?  

NOW more than ever, limit your property’s taxable value… 

If You Owned Florida Real Property in 2021,  

Or Will Close On A Florida Real Estate Transaction  By December 31, 2021,  

You May Be Eligible To Claim Your Homestead Exemption. If You Sold Your Primary Residence And Bought A 

New Primary Residence You May Be Eligible To “PORT” The Former Property’s Value To Your New Property. 

The Deadline To Claim Your Homestead Exemption Is March 1, 2022! 

 

If You Have Questions Regarding This Important  

Florida Resident Tax Savings Benefit. 

Please visit me online anytime at www.accessjack.com  

Merry Christmas And A Safe, Healthy New Year 

            From My Family To Yours, Jack  

FLORIDA Homestead Exemption: 

       Please       ccessJack at: 239.839.5927     @ 
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Prepaid Annual Rates 

Business Cards $75 

1/4 Page  $125 

1/2 Page  $250 

Full Page  $500 

200+ copies of THE CHANNEL are printed 

and distributed six time a year as well as 

posted on our website at 

https://sjamcc.com/ 

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS!!  

To become one, call 344-0012. 

Saint John the Apostle  
Metropolitan Community Church 
3049 McGregor Boulevard 
Fort Myers, FL 33901 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

NON PROFIT ORG. 
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To place your ad, please call us 
at 344-0012. Help us reach our 

goal of full-color printing. 
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