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Some of you know that we follow the  Revised 

Common Lectionary at service. A lectionary is a 

book or listing that contains a collection of      

scripture readings appointed for Christian worship 

on a given day or occasion. Some churches like to 

pick their own readings. I have found that the  

lectionary forces us to hear scripture that we 

might avoid.  

Recently at service we had the Letter of James 

presented to us. It is a letter written to the “12 tribes in the Diaspora.” Therefore it is not like 

Paul’s letter to a particular church but more universal in message. The letter caused some 

discussion at the time of the Reformation. Martin Luther, famously took issue with the book 

of James. He didn’t think it expressed the “nature of the Gospel,” as it appeared to contradict 

Paul’s statements about justification by faith, and it didn’t directly mention Christ. 

“Therefore, St James’ epistle is really an epistle of straw, compared to these others, for it has 

nothing of the nature of the Gospel about it.” —Martin Luther 

For many others the Letter of James is just “practical Christianity”. It shares the basics of how 

to live life as a follower of Jesus. Take this example from James 2:1-4 

My brothers and sisters, believers in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ must 

not show favoritism. Suppose a person comes into your meeting     

wearing a gold ring and fine clothes, and a poor person in filthy old 

clothes also comes in. If you show special attention to the one wearing 

fine clothes and say, “Here’s a good seat for you,” but say to the poor 

one, “You stand there” or “Sit on the floor by my feet,” have you not 

discriminated among yourselves and become judges with evil thoughts? 

Put simply, DON’T BE A JERK. 

I urge you to take the time and read this letter. It is only 5 chapters so you can do it 

in one sitting. 

Pastor Steve 

Pastor’s Reflections:  

A Special Letter 
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DANCIN’ WITH PEACE 

PASSIONATE, PRESENT, POWERFUL 

Peace, like so many things in life, is not always what we 

think it is. Peace is not an absence of activity and it is 

not passivity, any more than it is walking away from our 

responsibilities to retreat. Peace, which comes from the 

Holy Spirit, is open and receptive for it knows that there 

is always more to know; Peace takes purposeful action. 

Peace from the Spirit is one we can trust and knows ex-

actly what we need right now. Our part is to listen to 

Spirit and  accept that which we hear may reveal a new 

place inside of us that we haven’t known before. While 

peace can step back to listen and 

learn, it is not afraid to step forward 

to speak. The Spirit leads us to  

Peace that is passionate, is present, 

and is therefore supremely power-

ful. 

Yes, I’ve used the word “Peace” with 

a capital P!!  The Peace referred to 

Dancin’ With Peace: Passionate, Pre-

sent, Powerful is the “Peace that 

passes human understanding”, the 

gift of God, the “Peace I leave with 

you”, said Jesus, the leading of the 

Spirit of the Living God. Not the absence of turmoil, pas-

sivity or indifference. It is not subject to a world with 

challenges, issues or deep concerns. It is the presence of 

an internal guidance and understanding that we don’t 

always have to be right or get it right. It is the ability to 

ask questions, leave space to listen for God speaking 

through our spirit and then to take action, make chang-

es, or simply wait upon God to be present with passion 

and power. That’s the music that causes Godly relation-

ships, Godly changes and Spirit led differences!   

This Peace will lead our passions to create good prevail-

ing through our being present without prejudice and 

use our God-given gifts and power to lift others up in 

whatever they need in life. Peace can step back, listen 

and learn. This creates the release of a holy passion 

filled with the same power that raised Jesus to be seat-

ed at God’s right hand. The music of life with Peace; a 

dance of passion and power. A heavenly presence in a 

world so filled with anger, distrust and self-interest; a 

world of “us” and they. A world in great need of the 

Grace of God, the Love of Jesus and the path of Peace 

by the Holy Spirt.  

Another way to know the music you are Dancin’ with is 

that God’s Peace can step back; it doesn’t always have 

to be in charge or be the lead. It will listen and learn and 

isn’t afraid to step forward and to speak up . That’s the 

Peace that is active when there is injustice or inequality, 

when abuse happens, when we need an advocate!  And 

it doesn’t even belittle or put down anyone or anything!  

This is the kind of Peace that won’t make someone else 

wrong to affirm what is right for us. This is Peace that is 

always present, active and powerful while gently       

fulfilling its purpose, or if needed in 

the strength that created this world 

and said, “It is good!”   

Do we need Godly dance? Can we 

hear the music, the beat? Will we 

commit to this “dance”? In the 

world of this moment, this time, this 

day how can we not? God is calling 

us to be Peace, not of this world, 

but of a holy creation just as God 

said in the beginning, “My Peace I 

give you, not of this world, but 

Peace passing human understand-

ing.”  I don’t understand most of what is happening in 

my daily life. I certainly am confused with much of the 

behavior and reactions many are choosing to “dance 

to”. But one thing I do know; God will not promise 

something that God will not do.  

The choice is ours; to receive the call of Peace and join 

with the Creator of all that is good spreading Peace on 

earth good will to all Dancin’ On The Inside; allowing 

God’s Peace passionately present with us and powerful 

to be our song.  

—Bonnie Moore, Deacon 

Dancin’ on the Inside 
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Engraved on God’s Hands 

Isaiah 49:16 – See, I have engraved you on the palms of 

my hands. 

In Charles Spurgeon’s many years at his London church 

during the 1800s, he loved to preach of the riches of  

Isaiah 49:16, which says that God engraves us on the 

palms of God’s hands.  He said, “Such a text as this is to 

be preached hundreds of 

times!”  This thought is 

so precious that we can 

run over it in our minds 

again and again. 

Spurgeon makes the 

wonderful connection 

between the promise of 

the Lord to the Lord’s 

people, the Israelites, 

and God’s Son, Jesus, on 

the cross as He died for 

us.  Spurgeon asked, 

“What are these wounds 

in Your hands? . . . The engraver’s tool was the nail, 

backed by the hammer.  He must be fastened to the 

Cross, that His people might be truly engraved on the 

palms of His hands.”  As the Lord promised to engrave 

the Lord’s people on the Lord’s palms, so Jesus stretched 

out His arms on the cross, receiving the nails in His hands 

so we could be free of our sins. 

If and when we’re tempted to think that God has         

forgotten us, we only need to look at our palms and   

remember God’s promise.  God has put indelible marks 

on God’s hands for us; God loves us that much. 

Jonathan Hollander 

Deacon St. John the Apostle, MCC 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Esculpidos en sus manos 

Isaías 49:16 – He aquí que en las palmas de las manos te 

tengo esculpida… 

Allá por el siglo xix, en su iglesia de Londres, Carlos 

Spurgeon se deleitó durante años en predicare sobre las 

riquezas de Isaías 49:16, que dice que Dios nos tiene  

esculpidos en las palmas de sus manos.  Declaró: “¡Un 

texto como este ha de 

ser predicado cientos de 

veces!”.  Un pensam-

iento así es tan precioso 

que podemos meditar 

en él una y otra vez.  

Spurgeon relaciona esta 

maravillosa promesa del 

Señor a su pueblo, los 

israelitas, con Jesús, el 

Hijo de Dios, al morir por 

nosotros en la cruz, y 

pregunta: “Qué son   

estas marcas en sus 

manos? [...] La herramienta del escultor fue el clavo, 

hundido por el martillo.  Jesús debía ser sujetado a la 

cruz para que su pueblo fuera ciertamente esculpido en 

las palmas de sus manos”.  Como el Señor prometió    

esculpir a su pueblo en sus manos, Jesús extendió sus 

brazos sobre la cruz y los clavos le traspasaron las 

manos, para que pudiéramos ser libertados de nuestros 

pecados.  

Si nos vemos – o cuando nos veamos – tentados a pensar 

que Dios se ha olvidado de nosotros, lo único que     

tenemos que hacer es mirar las palmas de nuestras 

manos y recordar la promesa de Dios.  El Señor ha 

puesto marcas indelebles en sus manos por nosotros.  

Tal es la grandeza de su amor. 

Jonathan Hollander 

Diácono San Juan Apóstol, MCC 

Engraved on God’s Hands/Esculpidos en sus manos 
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St. John’s  

Yard Sale 
Saturday  

October 16, 2021 
Donations and Volunteers are needed! 

See Richard Schaffer after Sunday service, or call the 
church office at (239) 344-0012. 
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 About Metropolitan  

Community Churches (MCC) 

Founded in 1968, Metropolitan Community 

Churches (MCC) has been at the vanguard of civil 

and human rights movements by addressing issues 

of race, gender, sexual orientation, economics, cli-

mate change, aging, and global human rights. MCC 

was the first to perform same-gender marriages 

and has been on the forefront of the struggle to-

wards marriage equality in the USA and other 

countries worldwide. 

MCC recognizes a state of need around the world 

in the areas of human rights and justice including 

but not limited to the Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, 

Transgender, and Queer community. As people of 

faith, MCC endeavors to build bridges that liberate 

and unite voices of sacred defiance. MCC leads 

from the margins and transforms. 

 

(MCC Information was obtained from the                

Metropolitan Community of Churches website.  

https://www.mccchurch.org/) 
 

AHF ICAN & SJAMCC 2021 

Toy Drive 

"Still Participating,  

But Differently This Year!" 

Every year we partner with AHF ICAN to bring Christmas 

joy to those children who are affected or infected by HIV 

or AIDS. Typically, we start in October, meeting with   

caseworkers at AHF ICAN providing forms for them to use 

when they meet with their clients. The clients provide the 

caseworkers their childs gift request(s). Before Thanksgiv-

ing, we receive the wish lists back and provide them to 

you, allowing you to select your child, and shop for the 

listed gifts. 

Due to COVID-19, the toy drive this year will be handled 

the same as last year. For those who would like to partici-

pate to purchase a gift card from Wal-Mart or Target in 

increments of $10.00 per card. You are welcome to      

purchase more than one gift card, but again $10.00 on 

each gift card. Once you purchased your gift cards you can 

place the gift cards in the collection plate during the Sun-

day service or mail your gift cards to the church; Saint 

John the Apostle MCC 3049 McGregor Blvd. Fort Myers, 

FL 33901. SJAMCC will deliver the gift cards to AHF ICAN, 

where the gifts cards will be equally distributed to the 

children. Deadline for gift card drop off is November 28, 

2021. If you have additional questions please contact the 

church office at 239-344-0012. 

 

https://www.mccchurch.org/


The Channel, St. John the Apostle MCC 

 

6 

 

~ October 2021 ~ 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1  
Church Office Closed 

 

2  
Church Office Closed 

2:30p-4:30p GET 
Network In Person 
Meeting 

8p-9p Lambda 
Drummer (AA) 

 

3  
10a-11a Worship 
Service 

 

4  
 

5  
10a-12p Food Pantry 

6:30p-7:30p Prayer 
Team Meets 

 

6  
 

7  
 

8  
Church Office Closed 

 

9  
Church Office Closed 

 

 

10  
10a-11a Worship 
Service 

 

11 Columbus Day 
 

12  
10a-12p Food Pantry 

6:30p-7:30p Prayer 
Team Meets 

 

13  
 

14  
 

15  
Church Office Closed 

 

16  
Church Office Closed 

10:30a-12p Trans Life 
Group 

Fall Yard Sale 8:30 – 
2:00 p.m. 

17  
10a-11a Worship 
Service 

11:30a-12:30p Board of 
Directors Meeting 

 

18  
 

19  
10a-12p Food Pantry 

6:30p-7:30p Prayer 
Team Meets 

 

20  
 

21  
 

22  
Church Office Closed 

 

23  
Church Office Closed 

 

24  
10a-11a Worship 
Service 

 

25  
 

26  
10a-12p Food Pantry 

6:30p-7:30p Prayer 
Team Meets 

 

27  
 

28  
 

29  
Church Office Closed 

 

30  
Church Office Closed 

 

31 Halloween 
10a-11a Worship 
Service 

 

Notes: 
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~ November 2021 ~ 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 All Saints Day 

 

2 Election Day 
10a-12p Food Pantry 

6:30p-7:30p Prayer 
Team Meets 

 

3  
 

4  
 

5  
Church Office Closed 

 

6  
Church Office Closed 

2:30p-4:30p GET 
Network In Person 
Meeting 

 

7  
10a-11a Worship 
Service 

 

8  
 

9  
10a-12p Food Pantry 

6:30p-7:30p Prayer 
Team Meets 

) 

 

10  
 

11 Veterans' Day 

 

12  
Church Office Closed 

 

13  
Church Office Closed 

 

14  
10a-11a Worship 
Service 

 

15  
 

16  
10a-12p Food Pantry 

6:30p-7:30p Prayer 
Team Meets 

 

17  
 

18  
 

19  
Church Office Closed 

 

20  
Church Office Closed 

10:30a-12p Trans 
Life Group 

 

21  
10a-11a Worship 
Service 

11:30a-12:30p 
Annual 
Congregational 
Meeting 

 

22  
 

23  
10a-12p Food Pantry 

6:30p-7:30p Prayer 
Team Meets 

 

24  
 

25 Thanksgiving 
Church Office Closed 

 

26  
Church Office Closed 

 

27  
Church Office Closed 

 

28 Advent begins 
10a-11a Worship 
Service 

 

29  
 

30  
10a-12p Food Pantry 

6:30p-7:30p Prayer 
Team Meets 

 

Notes: 
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This recipe was a big hit at a recent 
church breakfast. Delicious as is, I am 
still wanting to substitute one half of 
the pineapple with an equivalent 
amount of chopped fresh mango. 
 
 

Hawaiian Pineapple Coconut Cheesecake Bars 

Ingredients 
Shortbread Crust 
2 cups flour 
1 cup granulated sugar 
1/2 teaspoon salt 
1 cup unsalted butter at room temperature 
 

Pineapple Cheesecake Filling 
16 ounces cream cheese at room temperature 
1/4 cup granulated sugar 
2 eggs 
2 teaspoons vanilla extract 
1/2 teaspoon coconut extract 
16 ounces crushed pineapple well drained 
 

Coconut Topping 
2 cups shredded sweetened coconut 
2 tablespoons butter, melted 
 

Directions 
Preheat oven to 350 °F.  Line a 9x13 baking pan with 
tinfoil allowing excess tinfoil to drape over pan length-

wise. Spray lightly with baking spray. This will allow you 
to remove the bars after baking for easier cutting. 
 

Combine the flour, granulated sugar, salt and butter 
until well combined and crumbly. (I used a small food 
processor and did it in two batches). Press the mixture 
into a 9 X 13 pan. Bake in the oven for 15 minutes or 
until starting to turn golden. Remove and let cool 
slightly while prepping the other layers. 
 

Beat the cream cheese until smooth, then add in the 
granulated sugar, eggs and vanilla and coconut ex-
tracts. Stir in the drained pineapple. Spread over the 
baked crust. 
 

Combine the coconut and the melted butter. Sprinkle 
over the pineapple layer filling and lightly tamp down. 
Cover the pan with tinfoil. 
 

Return to the oven and bake for 25 minutes. Remove 
the tinfoil and bake another 15-20 minutes until the 
coconut is lightly browned.  
 

Cool to room temperature. Refrigerate overnight. Re-
move from pan. Cut into bars and serve. 

Food for Thought…from the Kitchen of  Adam Janowski 

 

Happy Thanksgiving! 
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Your Ad 

Here! 
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Recently I have had the pleasure of working with several clients who needed to downsize from 

their current home to a smaller more manageable property, another moving into assisted living, 

and finally someone moving back to Indiana to live with their daughter. I began to think about my 

own need to “downsize”. Home is where the heart is - and the exercise equipment, the kitchen 

gadgets, a service for 12 place setting of Christmas china, tax returns from the 90’s, VHS tapes, 

National Geographic magazines from 1979-1986 (missing January and February 1983 because 

Grandpa spilled something on them and Grandma was very upset, because “they would have 

been worth something someday!”) 

I work with Professional Organizers and Estate Salespeople for hire that will come into a property, 

should your family need assistance in cleaning out unused and unwanted items. Additionally, the 

2021 Fall SJAMCC Church Yard sale is just around the corner on Saturday October 16, 2021, 

now would be an excellent time to evaluate unused “STUFF” for its current use and any value  

and make a donation to the church yard sale. After you’ve cleaned out, I partner with cleaning 

companies that will help you clean up, coming into your property and tailoring a plan to clean the 

property inside and out: from windows to roofs to floors and general household cleaning. Please 

accessjack to learn more about the value of decluttering your home. 

  

Cleaning Up and Cleaning Out! 

       Please       ccessJack at: 239.839.5927     @ 
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THE CHANNEL AD 

RATES 
 

Prepaid Annual Rates 

Business Cards $75 

1/4 Page  $125 

1/2 Page  $250 

Full Page  $500 

200+ copies of THE CHANNEL are printed 

and distributed six time a year as well as 

posted on our website at 

https://sjamcc.com/ 

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS!!  

To become one, call 344-0012. 

Saint John the Apostle  
Metropolitan Community Church 
3049 McGregor Boulevard 
Fort Myers, FL 33901 
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