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Pastor’s Reflections: The Next Step 

It appears as this Lent ends there is Resurrection ahead. Not just in the liturgical calendar but 
in the world. With vaccinations spreading more and more, people are feeling safe. I was able 
to receive my vaccines at Publix. People are saying that there is light ahead. First of all, we 
need to be thankful, to Doctors and Nurses, to all first responders, to all those we now know 
are “essential” and most of all thankful to God for being with us. 

As of Palm Sunday, we will be worshiping in our Sanctuary. But we will continue the online 
service and will broadcast from the Sanctuary to the parking lot. The recommendation from 
the CDC is that there be no congregational singing because of the spread 
of particulates. Communion will be individual cups and breads. We will 
be using only the Sanctuary and restrooms. We will be keeping the out-
side doors open to help with ventilation.    

It goes without saying that if you are not comfortable being in a group, 
please stay safe and don’t feel guilty. Even though we might have felt 
that we have torn apart. It is because we need to be together that we 
have gone through this and we need to take the next step. We may not 
be sure of what that is but we are in it together.  Pastor Steve 

http://sjamcc.com
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THE DANCE OF LIFE! 

By Deacon Bonnie Moore 

We’re just past the season of Lent and Easter; a time of reflection, 

repentance and rejoicing.  It seems appropriate that it leads us into 

a season of Spring: new birth, long sunlit days and warmer breezes.  

Just before the summer rainstorms. In the midst of all this is the 

greatest pandemic in history!  So what gets the most attention 

with all these “changes” occurring either at the same time or back 

to back?  Are we doing the dance of despair of Lent before the 

Dance of Rejoicing?  Are we still trying to “go back to normal”?  

It seems the overlying focus of the past year has been politics and 

pandemic.  Underneath these priorities are numerous issues,    

including social justice, economics and global warming, to name a 

few.  In the midst of all this everyone still seems to want to “go 

back to normal”!   

Can we not realize God is telling us not to fear change as each day 

is unique and a precious gift; a new opportunity to be Dancin’ on 

the Inside, maybe even the “dance of rejoicing” rather than force-

fit yesterday into today or even tomorrow!   

While we are busy trying to resist change, God is saying, “I am your 

security”.  We can find security in boundaries, yes, boundaries.  

Like trust in God, allowing God’s promises to be our security, wear 

a mask, practice social distancing and listen to the medical experts 

until it isn’t any longer necessary.  Being afraid of change can cause 

us to make choices 

that bring unwanted 

results in our life.  

Sometimes dealing 

with fear is very 

much like the mes-

sage from the Old 

Testament:  “I set 

before you life and 

death; choose life!” 2 Kings 18:32.This may require a change in our 

thinking: another note in the tune we are dancin’ to.  Learning 

God’s promises and spending time thinking of them can greatly 

make a difference in how we approach change and/or life. 

While we may find security in boundaries, the known old routines 

and lifestyles, it is possible to be dancin’ to a different tune.  

Change is not our enemy: life is change.  We may not like season 

changes; it’s too hot, it’s too cold or time changes mess with my 

rhythm.  But we have learned how to see the good and embrace 

these “differences” each year; and sometimes our dance of rejoic-

ing even is welcomed.   

The “Dance with Life” is learning and doing; doing and learning.  

While at times this seems tedious, it can also be an opportunity for 

rejoicing.  Learning that change brings good into our lives (as well 

as unwelcomed situations), we can learn from our experiences in 

order to take the good from them into the todays and tomorrows.  

Maybe being in the same room is not the only way to “see” some-

one, fellowship together.  Could we learn church is not where our 

relationship with God is contained---only where it’s celebrated.   

For God is with us always, everywhere and in all of us. 

The music might be changing and maybe God is saying, “Dance 

with Me” and I will give you a new song to be Dancin’ on the Inside.  

“Dance with Me, I will cause you to be all that you can be”.  “I will 

cause you to be growing into the image I see you to be”, says the 

One Who has made us.  If that is so, how then can we resist change 

that God is bringing us through?  How then can we not let go of the 

old things and allow God to “make all things new”?  Will I trust the 

God of Hope to draw me close and walk with me into what lies 

ahead?  Are we ready to listen for the song God is singing to us and 

always be Dancin” On The Inside!! 

 

Dancin’ on the Inside 

Lay Delegate Report March 2021 

Clergy and lay delegates were invited to vote in a  

special virtual general conference in January 2021, 

during which eight new Elders were affirmed to serve 

on Metropolitan Community Church’s Council of    

Elders. The new council began their term February 1, 

2021 and will serve through December 2023. 

Elders are volunteer positions, and offer spiritual and pastoral support 

and leadership to the churches, pastors, and people of MCC. The new 

elders were chosen by the current MCC Moderator, Reverend Elder 

Cecilia Eggleston, and include individuals from four different countries, 

who represent a range of gender, sexual, age, and racial identifications. 

“MCC rightly expects its leadership to reflect our rich diversity and this 

was an important consideration in the selection process, as well as 

character, competence and experience,” said Eggleston in a statement 

sent out to clergy and lay delegates, prior to the affirmation process. 

New elders include Rev. Alejandro Escoto, who heads Hispanic/Latinx 

outreach at Founders Community Church Los Angeles; Ms. Velma   

Garcia, who serves as MCC Network Facilitator for the Texas-New    

Mexico Network; Rev. Goudy, who identifies as non-binary and serves 

as a religion columnist for the Morning Call newspaper; Rev. Karl Hand, 

founding pastor of Crave Church in Australia; Rev. Miller Jen Hoffman, a 

genderqueer LGBT civil rights advocate currently working with the 

Pennsylvania Coalition Against Rape; Rev. Carolyn Mobley-Bowie, co-

leader of the North Central US Network of MCC; Rev. Maxwell Reay, 

the current MCC Vocational Coordinator for Europe; and Rev. Troy 

Treash, Senior Pastor for Resurrection MCC in Houston, TX. 

An Elders Blessing Service was held online on February 23 to thank the 

outgoing council of elders and welcome the new council. A video of this 

service can be viewed at https://vimeo.com/516061347. 

By Dan Bacalzo and Sharron Massingale 

https://vimeo.com/516061347
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Is not wisdom found among the aged?  Does not long life 

bring understanding? 

Job 12:12 

In 2010, a newspaper in 

Singapore published a spe-

cial report that contained 

life lessons gleaned from 

eight senior citizens.  It 

opened with these words: 

“While aging brings chal-

lenges to mind and body, it 

can also lead to an expan-

sion in other realms.  There 

is an abundance of emo-

tional and social 

knowledge; qualities which 

scientists are beginning to 

define as wisdom . . . the 

wisdom of elders.” 

Indeed, wise older people 

have much to teach us 

about life.  But in the Bible, 

we meet a newly crowned 

king who failed to recog-

nize this. 

King Solomon had just died, and in 1 Kings 12:3, we read that 

“the whole assembly of Israel went to Rehoboam” with a peti-

tion.  They asked the new king to lighten the harsh labor and 

heavy taxes his father Solomon had demanded of them.  In 

return, they would loyally serve Rehoboam. 

At first, the young king consulted the elders (v. 6).  But he re-

jected the foolish counsel of the young men who had grown up 

with him (v. 8).  He made the burden on the people even 

greater!  His rashness cost him most of his kingdom.   

All of us need the counsel that comes with years of experience, 

especially from those who have walked with God and listened 

well to God’s counsel.  Think of the accumulated wisdom God 

has given them!  They have much to share with us about God.  

Let’s seek them out and give a listening ear to their wisdom.   

 Jonathan Hollander  

Deacon  

St. John the Apostle, MCC 

 

En los ancianos está la ciencia, y en la larga edad  

la inteligencia. 

Job 12:12 

En 2010, un periódico de 

Singapur publicó un in-

forme con lecciones de 

vida de ocho personas an-

cianas.  Comenzaba así: “Si 

bien envejecer presenta 

desafíos para la mente y el 

cuerpo, también puede 

traer beneficios en otras 

áreas.  Abunda el conoci-

miento emocional y social; 

cualidades que los científi-

cos están empezando a 

definir como sabiduría . . . 

la sabiduría de los mayor-

es.” 

Sin duda, los ancianos sabi-

os tienen mucho para ense-

ñarnos.  Pero en la Biblia, 

encontramos a un rey que 

acababa de ser coronado, 

que no reconoció esta verdad. 

En 1 Reyes 12:3, después de la muerte de Salomón, fue “toda 

la congregación de Israel, y hablaron a Roboam” y le pidieron 

que redujera el trabajo duro y los altos impuestos.  A cambio, 

lo servirían con lealtad. 

Después de rechazar el consejo de los ancianos, siguió la necia 

sugerencia de los jóvenes que habían crecido con él (vv. 6, 8), 

¡e incrementó aún más la carga sobre el pueblo!  Su dureza le 

costó la mayor parte de reino. 

Todos necesitamos el consejo que viene de años de experi-

encia; en especial, de quienes han caminado con el Señor y 

prestado atención a su consejo.  ¡Piensa en el cúmulo de 

sabiduría que Dios les ha dado!  Tienen mucho para decirnos 

sobre el Señor.  Busquémoslos y escuchemos sus consejos 

sabios. Amén 

 Jonathan Hollander  

Diácono 

St. John the Apostle, MCC 

 

An Age-Old Wisdom/La sabiduría de la vejez 
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Coffee cakes were a staple in Polish 
kitchens in the Detroit area when I was 
a boy. Sometimes pastries were made 
by hand, but often they came from a 
favorite bakery. You could find a bakery 
every couple of blocks in Detroit in the 
1950s and early 60s. Many of the coffee 

cakes were yeast-based, but others were not, but they 
almost always were cheese, nut, or fruit-filled. 

Wellesley Cake will make a great addition  
to your Easter Morning or Mother’s Day breakfast table! 

 
A Wellesley Coffee Cake would be great for an Easter 
Morning or Mother’s Day. It’s a rich sour cream coffee 
cake with pecan streusel running through it.  This     
recipe comes from a cookbook, Fran’s Favorites, given 
to me in Saudi Arabia many years ago by a colleague. 
Fran's Favorites was written by Frances Swingholm, a 
teacher’s aide, whose recipes were fabulous! They are 
my favorite type of recipes--hearty and homey and I 
still have and use her cookbook. Enjoy! 
 
In love and service, Adam  
 

Wellesley Coffee Cake 
INGREDIENTS 
1 cup butter, room temperature 
2 cups sugar 
2 eggs 
1/2 teaspoon vanilla 
1/2 teaspoon almond extract 
2 cups sifted flour 
1 teaspoon baking powder 
1/4 teaspoon salt 
 
DIRECTIONS 
Cream butter and sugar. Beat in eggs one at a time. Add sour 
cream, vanilla and almond extract and mix well.  
 
Combine flour, baking powder, salt and add to wet mixture.  
 
Place one third of the batter in a well-greased and floured (I 
used baking spray and it worked perfectly) Bundt or tube 
pan. Sprinkle with one half of the nut mixture*. Add one 
third of the batter, then the rest of the nut mixture and the 
rest of the batter.  
 
Bake at 350 degrees for 60 minutes or until cake tests done.  
Cool for about 15 minutes. Place plate on top of cake and 
flip cake over on to plate.  
 
Optional: When cool dust with confectioners' sugar. 
 
*Nut mixture: 
4 teaspoons sugar 
1 cup pecans, chopped 
1 1/4 teaspoons cinnamon 
Combine nuts with sugar and cinnamon. 

Food for Thought…from the Kitchen of  Adam Janowski 

In Loving Memory of 

  James A. Hueholt 

  F. Norman Bowles 

  Lois Webber Hueholt 

Gone, but not forgotten. 

Rev. Glen Hueholt  

In Memoriam  
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OFFICE HOURS 

Monday  through Thursday 

10:00 AM –  2 :00 PM 

 CHURCH DIRECTORY 

PLEASE NOTE: With the closure of St Johns due to the coronavirus, the 

Food Pantry was also closed. The food that was in the pantry was donated 

to a larger pantry that was open and giving out food. Also, last month St 

Johns gave a cash donation to the Harry Chapin Food Pantry. Please     

continue to support our food pantry with your cash donations as we hope 

to be open and giving out food soon.    

mailto:worshipteam@sjamcc.com
mailto:admin@sjamcc.com
mailto:board@sjamcc.com
mailto:worshipteam@sjamcc.com
mailto:delegate@sjamcc.com
mailto:music@sjamcc.com
https://sjamcc.com/
https://www.facebook.com/sjamcc
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During a conversation earlier this week with my Financial Planner, she discussed with me that her 

organization has research that shows there are 900 people a day moving to the state of Florida. And, 

although some of that migration may be by retirees, people of all ages are trading in their snow    

shovels and 4-wheel drive vehicles for orchid pots and a Vespa - or some happy place in between! 

The retiree piece of this migration consists of the Baby Boomer Population of 73 million, retiring and/

or planning their retirement every day, moving their lives, monies, interests, and relocating to a new 

home here in Florida. That migration coupled with record low mortgage interest rates is currently  

driving an extraordinarily strong housing market. Both resale and new construction inventory is at a 

premium with many properties contracting the day they are listed for sale. Often with multiple offers 

and many being sold online, without the Buyer even seeing the property in person. Purchasing or  

Selling a home is often one of the largest decisions in a person’s life, it is important to partner with an 

individual who places the clients needs above all else. I work diligently to be sure that my clients and 

referrals are provided with professional, friendly, and knowledgeable representation throughout the 

Real Estate Transaction process. I have had the pleasure of working with many people and their    

referrals to me in multiple transactions over my career. Please let me help you with your SW FL Real 

Estate needs. Thank you to all of you that have given me the opportunity to represent you and your 

referrals – I genuinely appreciate each of you. 

 

  

Your Real Estate Partner for Life 

       Please       ccessJack at: 239.839.5927     @ 
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