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Pastor’s Reflections: A Covid Christmas 

As this most special time of 
the year approaches, I reflect 
on how different it will be 
this year and how much will 
be the same. There will not 
be the large Christmas par-
ties or carolers. Children 
probably will not be sitting on 
Santa’s lap. Even family gath-
erings might not happen. I 
think there will still be lights 
and music in the stores. 
There will not be as much 
travel as usual. Shopping 
should be more online. For 
many people it will truly be a 
“Blue Christmas.” 

So how to save Christmas? For me, I plan to return to my roots. My mother demanded 
that Christmas be celebrated with a bowl of nuts, a bowl of fruit 
(especially tangerines), a ten-pound box of chocolates, and a bowl 
of peach-flavored hard  candy. For my Mom, those things could not 
be taken away from Christmas.  

The center of it all cannot be changed by anything. Christ has come 
into our world. It is not an event from two thousand years ago. It is 
an event that happens in our lives, even in A Covid Christmas. 
 

—Pastor Steve 

Drive-In Christmas Eve Service 

4:00 p.m. 

December 24th, 2020 

http://sjamcc.com
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Wearin’ My Dancin’ Boots 

By Deacon Bonnie Moore 

I’ve been pondering what theme to use for this end of the 

year we’d all like to put behind us. Thanksgiving this year is 

different than any we’ve ever experienced. Christmas is anoth-

er opportunity to experience the “new normal”. But Jesus’ 

birth is a celebration regardless of what is changing: how we 

recognize the greatest gift from God to our world. And then 

there’s the New Year and resolutions 

we make and usually break to some 

extent. In between is the never-ending 

political debacle (regardless of your 

political leanings.) 

All these, as well as personal issues, 

have created an out of control pan-

demic, marked increase in depression 

mental health issues, an economic 

crisis with endless lines of hungry fam-

ilies waiting for food bank help, busi-

nesses in financial deficits and thou-

sands of small businesses closing. So how does one keep 

Dancin’ on the Inside?!! 

This summer we had the blessing of a family visit from west-

ern Pennsylvania. We’d not seen them in 2 years and the pan-

demic almost cancelled the visit. Our granddaughter and hus-

band’s baby boy was born just months prior to the visit. They 

also have a 2-year old boy. Because it was several months 

until their trip after Tyler’s Covid recovery, we were able to 

continue with the time together. Unfortunately our grandson 

and family weren’t able to join us as planned due to a possible 

virus that turned out to be just kid gunk!  So we were definite-

ly experiencing a “new normal” that left us all bewildered. 

How do we handle the new issues facing us?  Nothing much is 

familiar!   

We were given visual guidance to that question in our minds!!  

When Tyler arrived he was dressed to be an expression of 

what was part of his past and what he’d be part of in the pre-

sent. Here’s what he showed me/us.  

Along with these well-worn boots with many years history, he 

was dressed appropriately for a warm Florida summer day 

with the family; shorts, a lightweight tee shirt and no socks!  

The moment I saw Tyler it made me realize that who we were 

and who we are becoming are part of 

the whole “me”. Although the music 

may change, I don’t know the words to 

the song yet, maybe not even the tune 

or beat for my Dancin’ On The Inside, 

there is no reason to stop Dancin’. The 

boots are a symbol of who Tyler was 

and is becoming. They may not be 

someone’s idea of the wardrobe we’re 

used to seeing. They may not even be 

the typical footwear for walking on the 

beach. But for him, they were!   

So let’s think about how we can see the message for us. May-

be wearing a mask can be a new fashion statement and an 

example of caring for others, rather than an infringement on 

my “rights”!  Maybe I can take food to a pantry or volunteer to 

help rather than complaining about the lack of small turkeys 

for Thanksgiving Day dinner. Maybe I could call someone I’m 

missing because we can’t go out to dinner, see one another at 

church or game day events. Or I could FaceTime the grandkids  

since they’re growing up before I can hug them again. I could 

make a list of ways to make adjustments in my life rather than 

get angry, depressed or frustrated! I think that sounds like 

Dancin’ On The Inside to a new tune or a new song! 

It’s “so better” to quote a great-grandchild than not dancin’.  

A quote from Ecclesiastes 3:4 “There is a time to weep and a 

time to laugh, a time to mourn and a time to dance” helps me 

think I may have to have hard times, but there will be laughter 

again. I may be feeling the pain of loss but there will always be 

time to keep………DANCIN’ ON THE INSIDE!!! 

Dancin’ on the Inside 
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In God’s Presence 

Psalm 89:15 – Blessed are those who have learned to acclaim you, 

who walk in the light of your presence, Lord. 

The seventeenth-century monk Brother Lawrence, 

before a day’s work as cook in his community, 

would pray, “O my God . . . grant me your grace to 

stay in your presence.  Help me in my labors.  Pos-

sess all my affections.”  As he worked, he kept talk-

ing to God, listening for God’s leading and dedi-

cating his work to God.  Even when he was busiest, 

he would use intervals of relative calm to ask for 

God’s grace.  No matter what was happening, he 

sought for and found a sense of his Maker’s love. 

As Psalm 89 confesses, the fitting response to the 

Creator of all who rules the oceans and is wor-

shiped by hosts of angels is to lift up our lives-our whole lives to God.  

When we understand the beauty of who God is we “hear the joyful 

call to worship”-whenever and wherever we are, “all day long” (vv. 

15-16).  

Whether it’s standing in store or airport lines, or waiting on hold mi-

nute after minute, our lives are full of moments like these, times 

when we could get annoyed.  Or these can be times when we catch 

our breath and see each of these pauses as an opportunity to learn to 

“walk in the light of [God’s] presence” (V. 15).  

The “wasted” moments of our lives, when we wait or lay ill or wonder 

what to do next, are all possible pauses to consider our lives in the 

light of God’s presence. 

Deacon Jonathan 

En su presencia 

Salmo 89:15 – Bienaventurado el pueblo que sabe aclamarte; anda-

rá oh Señor, a la luz de tu rostro (v. 15).  

El hermano Lorenzo, un monje del siglo xvii, oraba 

así antes de empezar su día laboral: “Señor mío, 

[…] concédeme la gracia para permanecer en tu 

presencia.  Ayúdame en mis tareas.  Controla todos 

mis afectos”.  Mientras trabajaba, sequía hablando 

con Dios.  Incluso cuando estaba más ocupado, 

usaba los momentos de relativa calma para pedir 

su gracia, buscar y encontrar el amor de su Hace-

dor.   

Como declara el Salmo 89, la respuesta apropiada 

frente al Creador que gobierna los océanos y recibe 

la adoración de huestes de ángeles es entregar 

toda nuestra vida a Él.  Cuando entendemos la belleza de quién es 

Dios, oímos “el alegre llamado a la adoración”, dondequiera que es-

temos, “todo el día” (vv. 15-16).  

Ya sea que estemos en una tienda, esperando en fila en un aeropuer-

to o aguardando en línea, nuestras vidas están llenas de momentos 

que podrían irritarnos.  En cambio, podemos aprovechar para reco-

brar el aliento y considerar estas pausas oportunidades de aprender a 

caminar “a la luz de [la] presencia [del Señor] (v. 15).   

Los momentos “perdidos” de nuestra vida-cuando esperamos, esta-

mos enfermos o nos preguntamos qué hacer después-son pausas que 

nos permiten considerar nuestra vida a la luz de la presencia del Se-

ñor. 

Diácono Jonathan 

In God’s Presence/En su presencia 

Every year we partner with AHF ICAN 

to bring Christmas joy to those chil-

dren who are affected or infected by 

HIV or AIDS. Typically, we start in 

October, meeting with caseworkers 

at AHF ICAN providing forms for 

them to use when they meet with 

their clients. The clients provide the 

caseworkers their child's gift re-

quest(s). Before Thanksgiving, we receive the wish lists back 

and provide them to you, allowing you to select your child, and 

shop for the listed gifts. 

However, due to COVID-19 the toy drive this year will be differ-

ent from previous years. The Regional Director informed us the 

caseworkers are not meeting in person with clients. Not know-

ing when they would be able to meet again in person, it was 

felt for the safety and well-being of all parties involved, it 

would be best to modify the toy drive 

from buying gifts to a gift card drive. 

ICAN has requested, for those who would 

like to participate to purchase a gift card 

from Wal-Mart or Target in increments of 

$10.00 per card. You are welcome to pur-

chase more than one gift card, but again 

$10.00 on each gift card. Once you pur-

chased your gift cards you can place the 

gift cards in the offertory box during the drive-in service on Sun-

day or mail your gift cards to the church; Saint John the Apostle 

MCC 3049 McGregor Blvd. Fort Myers, FL 33901. 

SJAMCC will deliver the gift cards to AHF ICAN, where the gifts 

cards will be equally distributed to the children. Deadline for 

gift card drop off is December 6, 2020. If you have additional 

questions please feel free to contact the church office at       

239-344-0012. 

AHF ICAN & SJAMCC 2020 Toy Drive 
"Still Participating, But Differently This Year!" 
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MCC General Conferences typically occur every three years, bring-

ing together a diverse mix of people from across the globe to gath-

er, worship, create, learn, and plan. The most recent one, held in 

Orlando in 2019, was attended by several individuals from our local 

SJAMCC. 

The next General Conference will be held July 4-8, 2022. Austin, TX 

was named as the main host location in the U.S., but there will be 

mini-sites around the world. MCC Moderator Rev. Elder Cecilia Eg-

gleston stated that those planning the conference intend to make 

use of what many MCC congregations – in the age of Covid-19 – 

have learned about online church and virtual gatherings to allow 

greater international participation. Details are still being worked 

out, and more information will be revealed in the coming months. 

In addition, the Governing Board of Metropolitan Community 

Churches recently announced the creation of The General Confer-

ence Commission, charged with examining how the General Confer-

ence is structured. The commission will make recommendations for 

any conferences planned beyond 2022. Among the questions it is 

tasked with considering are: 

 What are the main goals General Conference should accom-

plish? 

 Does General Conference give people a sense of unity and  

direction? 

 How should the business of MCC be conducted? 

 How can we best meet the physical and financial needs of  

conference attendees given shifting demographics? 

 How do networks, affinity group meetings, etc., fit into the 

conference structure? 

 Are there innovative ways we can seek to build new partner-

ships when planning conferences, network gatherings, affinity 

group meetings, skills-based learning, etc. 

 With technology changing rapidly making meaningful connec-

tions more accessible and equitable, can we imagine new ways 

of conducting conferences or meetings around the world? 

The 10-person commission solicited feedback via online “Dream 

Sessions” from November 11 through 23, in which the global     

community was invited to participate. Each Dream Session included 

breakout groups to discuss the purpose, meaning, and big         

questions that need to be asked when it comes to gathering.                         

For questions or to contact the commission, please 

email gccommission@MCCchurch.net.  

Submitted by Dan Balcazo   

 

Food for Thought…from the 

Kitchen of  Adam Janowski 
Jambalaya is a popular 

dish of West African, 

French and Spanish 

influence, consisting 

mainly of meat and 

vegetables mixed with 

rice. Traditionally, the 

meat always includes 

sausage of some sort, 

often a smoked meat 

such as andouille, 

along with pork or 

chicken and seafood. The vegetables are usually a sofrito-like mixture 

known as the "holy trinity" in Cajun cooking, consisting of onion, cel-

ery, and green bell pepper, My recipe includes our beautiful pink Gulf 

shrimp, along with ham, Andouille sausage, and the sofrito base. 

INGREDIENTS 

1 pound 15-20 size Gulf shrimp, 

peeled and deveined 

3 tablespoons olive oil 

1 cup sweet yellow onion, 

chopped 

1 cup green pepper, chopped 

1 cup celery, chopped 

2 cloves garlic, minced 

2/3 cup diced ham 

1 cup Andouille sausage, sliced 

and quartered 

1 and 1/2 cups long grain white 

rice 

1 can, 14.5 ounces, petite diced 

tomatoes 

3 cups reduced sodium chicken 

stock 

1 teaspoon Creole seasoning, 

divided 

1/2 teaspoon garlic powder 

1 teaspoon paprika 

2 bay leaves 

Hot sauce (optional) 

DIRECTIONS 

Peel and devein shrimp. Toss 

with 1/2 teaspoon Creole sea-

soning and 1/2 teaspoon garlic 

powder. Set aside in refrigerator 

until needed. 

Heat olive oil in large frying pan. 

Add onion, green pepper and 

celery and sauté for about 5 

minutes. Add garlic, ham and 

Andouille sausage and continue 

to sauté for another 5 minutes. 

Add rice, tomatoes, chicken 

stock, 1/2 teaspoon Creole sea-

soning, paprika, and bay leaves. 

Bring to boil, then reduce to low 

heat and simmer, covered, for 

about 25 minutes. Check every 7 

to 10 minutes and stir gently to 

preventing sticking. Add addi-

tional chicken stock if necessary. 

Rice should be tender, but not 

mushy. 

Add shrimp to rice and stir gen-

tly. Taste for seasoning. Add salt 

and pepper to taste if necessary. 

Continue to simmer, covered for 

about 4 minutes. Check to be 

sure shrimp is cooked. If neces-

sary, continue cooking for 2 

minutes. Do not overcook the 

shrimp or they will be tough. 

Serve in soup bowls. Provide hot 

sauce on the side for those who 

like their Jambalaya spicy! About 

4 servings. 

Adams Easy Andouille Sausage and Gulf Shrimp Jambalaya 

Lay Delegate Report 

mailto:gccommission@MCCchurch.net.
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OFFICE HOURS 

Monday  through Thursday 

10:00 AM –  2 :00 PM 

 CHURCH DIRECTORY 

PLEASE NOTE: With the closure of St Johns due to the coronavirus, the 

Food Pantry was also closed. The food that was in the pantry was donated 

to a larger pantry that was open and giving out food. Also, last month St 

Johns gave a cash donation to the Harry Chapin Food Pantry. Please     

continue to support our food pantry with your cash donations as we hope 

to be open and giving out food soon.    

mailto:worshipteam@sjamcc.com
mailto:admin@sjamcc.com
mailto:board@sjamcc.com
mailto:worshipteam@sjamcc.com
mailto:delegate@sjamcc.com
mailto:music@sjamcc.com
https://sjamcc.com/
https://www.facebook.com/sjamcc
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Are you Eligible to take Advantage of this Florida Resident Benefit? 

If You Owned Florida Real Property in 2020,  

Or Will Close On A Florida Real Estate Transaction  

By December 31, 2020,  

You May Be Eligible To Claim Your Homestead Exemption.  

The Deadline To Claim Your Homestead Exemption Is March 1, 2021! 

Please AccessJack at (239)839-5927  

If You Have Questions Regarding This Important  

Florida Resident Benefit. 

Please visit me online anytime at www.accessjack.com 

Merry Christmas And A Safe, Healthy New Year 

From My Family To Yours, Jack 

  

FLORIDA Homestead Exemption: 

http://www.accessjack.com
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Prepaid Annual Rates 

Business Cards $75 

1/4 Page  $125 

1/2 Page  $250 

Full Page  $500 

200+ copies of THE CHANNEL are printed 

and distributed six time a year as well as 

posted on our website at 

https://sjamcc.com/ 

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS!!  

To become one, call 344-0012. 

Saint John the Apostle  
Metropolitan Community Church 
3049 McGregor Boulevard 
Fort Myers, FL 33901 
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