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    Pastor’s Reflections: Seasons of  Our Times 

With the pandemic and working from home. I can listen to new programing online. The 
other day I was listening to a podcast that dealt with all the changes that have happened 
in the past year for our world, our nation, and our individual lives. Virus school closings. 
Stay at home, masks, and social dis-
tancing. You can add your own list. I 
admit that it got me a little de-
pressed. Going through my head was 
a song from the 60’s called “Seasons 
in the Sun”. The refrain called us. 
 
”We had joy, we had fun 
We had seasons in the sun 
But the hills that we climbed 
Were just seasons out of time” 
 
It is a song lamenting the loss caused 
by war. Not what I am looking for 
right now.  Then my memory went 
to an earlier song from the 60’s 
“Turn, Turn, Turn.” 

“To everything (turn, turn, turn) 
There is a season (turn, turn, turn) 
And a time to every purpose, under 
heaven” 

It is based on Ecclesiastes 3:1 

“There is a time for everything, 
 and a season for every activity  
under the heavens:” 
 
Okay. Maybe the storms cause us to worry. But know this will pass and God wins.       
Haven’t you read the book or seen the movie? Read the book, God wins. 
We talk about the “new normal”. Things will not be the same, but I am 
convinced they will be better. For one thing we won’t take hugs for 
granted. That alone will make us appreciate life more. 

 
 

——Pastor Steve 

http://sjamcc.com
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What is Normal? 

By Deacon Bonnie Moore 

Here we are, still in the midst of a pandemic: the first one in his-
tory like this.  While the medical professionals are learning as 
rapidly as possible, the nature, treatment, “cure” and other rami-
fications of the COVID19, there are still many unknowns world-
wide.  There is a current phrase and accompanying behavior 
that, for me, seems to be making the whole experience more 
difficult:  “We need to get back to normal”.   First, what is 
“normal” for one is not necessarily “normal” for another.  And 
why do we have such a focus on going back?  Back to old 
patterns, habits, the way we always did it?  The known is com-
fortable? 

There is an example of “going back” in the Bible that gives us 
insight into our choice regarding whether to go back or move 
forward.  Exodus chapter 14 in The Message Bible is the story of 
the Israelites leaving the bondage of Egypt to go to the Promised 
Land. Moses encouraged them to go, but many were not in 
agreement even though Moses was a trusted leader.  

“21 Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and God 
with a terrific east wind all night long, made the sea go back. 
God made the sea dry ground. The seawaters split. 

22-25 The Israelites walked through the sea on dry ground 
with the waters a wall to the right and to the left.”   

 

In verse 21 and again in verse 27-28 it is said, “Moses stretched 
out his hand”.  Their Godly leader was doing what God led him to 
do in order for the people to be doing God’s bidding.  As we fol-
low this journey, we see it took faith in God’s leading for the 
miracle to happen. Vs. 29-31” The Israelites walked right through 
the middle of the sea on dry ground, the waters forming a wall to 
the right and to the left. God delivered Israel that day from the 
oppression of the Egyptians.”  Moses had to convince the people 
who wanted to go back to the old life, because they could not 
see how to move forward facing this large obstacle (the sea).  
The fear and uncertainty of the future seemed larger than going 
back to bondage.  God, through Moses, showed them that they 
could not stay where they were, they needed to let go of the 
past.   

God says, don’t allow the enemy to give us a spirit of fear (2 Tim-
othy); see our “new normal” through the eyes of faith.   

Recently we had a visit from family in the north and I had an 
opportunity to think about this Bible story and how Moses start-
ed life floating down river to safety.  Our 3-month-old great-
grandson was floating in the pool in this contraption that I was 
sure he would drown in or in the least be totally marinated in 
pool water!  I’d raised 3 boys and even had an above-ground 
pool, spent many days at community pools, but never trusted my 
infant to a floating device like this!  What in the world has 
changed in child rearing!!  So, upon explanation from his parents, 
I learned there was a change in how a baby could safely, yes 
safely, be with you in surf or pool!  He was happily sleeping away 
while being attended by family also enjoying the experience.  I 
think God had a good laugh with me that day!   

I  

Will we allow fear of the future keep us from letting go of the 
past or will we see our future through the eyes of faith?  God has 
said to not fear, stand firm, wait for God’s leading and move 
forward.  God even twice provided a “wall of water” to protect 
the Israelites allowing them to move into a future of freedom.  
They first saw the wall of water as a deterrent but realized it was 
the way God was providing for them if they would go forward in 
God’s peace, purpose, presence, power, and promise. Is God 
doing this for all of us today? Can we move forward in this our 
Creator? 

Dancin’ on the Inside 
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I just can’t do it 

Galatians 3:24  

The law was our tutor to bring us to Christ, that we might be 

justified by faith. 

“I just can’t do it!” lamented the dejected student. On the page 

he could see only small print, 

difficult ideas, and an unforgiv-

ing deadline. He needed the 

help of his teacher. 

We might experience similar 

despair when we read Jesus’s 

Sermon on the Mount. “Love 

your enemies” (Matthew 

5:44). Anger is as bad as mur-

der (v. 22). Lust equals adul-

tery (v. 28). And if we dare 

think we can live up to these 

standards, we bump into this: 

“Be perfect, therefore, as your 

heavenly Father is perfect” (v. 

48). 

“The Sermon on the Mount 

produces despair,” says      

Oswald Chambers. But he saw 

this as good, because at “the point of despair we are willing to 

come to [Jesus] as paupers to receive from Him.” 

In the counterintuitive way God so often works, those who 

know they can’t do it on their own are the ones who receive 

God’s grace. As the apostle Paul put it, “Not many of you were 

wise by human standards. . . . But God chose the foolish things 

of the world to shame the wise” (1 Corinthians 1:26–27). 

In God’s wisdom, the Teacher is also our Savior. When we 

come to Jesus in faith, through His Spirit we enjoy His 

“righteousness, holiness and redemption” (v. 30), and the 

grace and power to live for Him. That’s why He could say, 

“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of 

heaven” (Matthew 5:3). 

 

Deacon Jonathan Hollander 

 

 

No sé hacerlo 

Gálatas 3:24 

…la ley ha sido nuestro ayo, para llevarnos a Cristo, a fin de 

que fuésemos justificados por la fe 

«¡Aunque quiera, no puedo!», se lamentó, desanimado, el es-

tudiante. Lo único que podía ver 

en la hoja era letras pequeñas, 

conceptos difíciles y una implaca-

ble fecha de entrega. Necesitaba 

que su maestro lo ayudara. 

Quizá nos sintamos igual cuando 

leemos el sermón de Jesús en el 

monte: que amemos a nuestros 

enemigos (Mateo 5:44); que el 

enojo es tan malo como el ases-

inato (v. 22); que la lujuria se 

equipara al adulterio (v. 28). 

Y,como si esto fuera poco, 

agrega: «Sed, pues, vosotros per-

fectos, como vuestro Padre que 

está en los cielos es perfecto» (v. 

48). 

«El Sermón del monte genera 

desesperación», dice Oswald 

Chambers. Pero él consideraba buena esta afirmación, ya que 

«cuando nos desesperamos, estamos dispuestos a acudir a 

[Jesús] como indigentes, para recibir de Él». 

En la manera contraria al sentido común con que suele obrar, 

Dios da su gracia a aquellos que se reconocen incapaces de 

cumplir sus mandatos. Como lo expresa el apóstol Pablo: «no 

sois muchos sabios según la carne […]; sino que lo necio del 

mundo escogió Dios, para avergonzar a los sabios» (1 Corintios 

1:26-27). 

Nuestro Maestro es también nuestro Salvador, y nos da la gra-

cia y el poder para vivir para Él. Por eso, podríamos decir: 

«Bienaventurados los pobres en espíritu, porque de ellos es el 

reino de los cielos» (Mateo 5:3). 

 

El diacono Jonathan Hollander 

 

 

I Just Can’t Do It/No sé hacerlo 
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I just came back from Michigan, where I cele-

brated my 70th birthday with family. My sis-

ter, an excellent cook, prepped lots of Polish 

favorites including stuffed cabbages, city 

chicken, and Polish sausage with sauerkraut. It 

was a wonderful combination of family and 

food and brought back memories of family 

gatherings on the farm in the 1950s and 60s. These were large 

affairs, often centered around a Christening with lots of aunts 

and uncles and cousins in attendance. Tables covered with oil 

cloth and benches were set up in the basement, the better to 

stay cool while you ate. Each aunt would bring her specialty to 

the gathering. I still can picture the setting, and smell the aro-

mas coming from the kitchen. The gatherings are smaller now, 

but the menu remains the same, and new families create new 

memories. 

I enjoy a wide variety of cuisines, especially dishes from the 

American south. It was with this in mind that I tried my hand 

at making, for the first time, an old-fashioned Southern 

Buttermilk Pie—very sweet and very tangy. It’s not a recipe I 

will make often, but it is now in my repertoire. My guests who 

sampled it raved enough that I thought I would share the reci-

pe with you. 

Old Fashioned Buttermilk Pie 

INGREDIENTS 

3 eggs 

1 1/2 cups sugar 

1/2 cup butter, melted and cooled 

3 tablespoons flour 

1 cup buttermilk 

1 tablespoon lemon juice 

1 teaspoon vanilla extract 

1/8 teaspoon ground nutmeg 

pinch of salt 

1 9-inch pie crust, unbaked 

DIRECTIONS 

1. In a large bowl, whisk together eggs and sugar. 

2. Whisk in remaining ingredients until smooth. 

3. Pour into prepared pie crust. 

4. Bake at 400 degrees for 10 minutes. 

5. Reduce heat to 350 degrees and continue baking for 40 to  

45 minutes. Serve warm or chilled with whipped cream. 

 

Food for Thought…from the Kitchen of  Adam Janowski 
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I spoke with a friend today and they told me that they felt as if yesterday was a Full Moon, with the number of 

unusual situations they were managing? I quickly referenced my full moon guide and found that we are      

quickly approaching the Full Sturgeon Moon on Monday, 08/03/2020! And, now Isaias may also be quickly 

approaching – on top of our current pandemic, are you prepared? Those who subscribe to challenges coming 

to them in “3’s” may feel this is a perfect storm of potential disaster. Preparation is the best way to manage 

approaching concerns. At this time we should all be conscious of Masks and socially - remaining physically dis-

tant, washing hands, and being mindful of cleaning surfaces; Full moons come and go; But the 2020 Hurricane 

Season is gearing up and we are already on ”I” and it’s still July, now is the time to finish up our preparations. 

Please remember to have your Hurricane Kit ready with Identifications, Cash, Insurance Documents,             

Prescriptions, and other Important Documents. Also gather enough water to last at least three days, although 

two weeks' worth would be ideal. A good rule of thumb is a gallon of water per day per person (and pet)!        

Additionally, 3 days to 2 weeks of Non Perishable Food Items for Family and Pets. Hopefully these items will not 

be needed and then can be recycled by donating them to a local food pantry in November! Lastly, especially 

this year, have an evacuation plan, being mindful that Social Distancing will make public shelters more       

challenging this year and may not be available to you as readily as in years past. Please take the time to Plan, 

Plan, and Plan. 

Please remain vigilant, please be patient and kind. Please respect all human beings at this time, mask up and 

remain physically distant. Choose any number of your “socials” to remain in touch and pick up the phone, write 

a personal letter, let’s get to the other side of this sooner than later – Take care of yourself and one another. 

  

Arthur, Bertha, Cristobal, Dolly, Edouard, Fay,     

Gonzalo, Hanna, and now Isaias? 

       Please       ccessJack at: 239.839.5927     @ 
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