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    Pastor’s Reflections: Climbing the Walls  

I do not remember the day we stopped gathering at the church or perhaps I refuse 

to remember. It has been a long time not talking with congregants. Everyone 

seems to be doing their best to cope in this unusual situation. We are all wonder-

ing what the new normal will be like and are praying for a vaccine. 

 

But this experience proves something at least to me. It proves how connected and 

interdependent we really are. Separation anxiety is not just for infants and pets. 

Even the introvert that I am must admit that I miss seeing you all. I have seen on 

television person-gathering even when it is not wise to gather. I was taught in 

Sophomore religion class that human beings are social beings and we need to be 

in relationship with each other and with God. 

 

Romans 8:38-39 tells us “For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither 

angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any pow-

ers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will 

be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus 

our Lord.”  

A virus cannot separate us from God or one another. 
 

——Pastor Steve 

http://sjamcc.com
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 Just as 2019 was the 50th anniversary of the 

Stonewall Rebellion, this year is the golden anniver-

sary of one of the most famous results of that upris-

ing—the annual Gay Pride Parade in New York. The 

first one in 1970, called the Christopher Street Lib-

eration Day March, consisted of a few thousand 

brave pioneers marching up Sixth Avenue in Man-

hattan, from the Stonewall Inn to Central Park’s 

Sheep Meadow. SJAMCC member Su Berman was 

there and remembers the excitement of that day and 

many other Pride Marches that followed: 

 

Were you raised in New York City? 

I was born in Brooklyn, and I lived in New York for 
ten years. Then I moved out to Long Island, which 
was nothing but potato fields.  

How did you hear about the first Pride March in 
1970? 

It was a friend of mine—his name was Ted Lester. 
He had started a gay magazine called Parlay. And he 
said, “Why don’t you come to the March?” I didn’t 
even know about it. But he told me about Stone-
wall.  

Did you walk all the way to Central Park? 

We did the whole thing. And as soon as we were up 
there, some people started marching back. I 
learned by the third year of the March to get a taxi-
cab and go back. There you are in the Village ahead 
of everybody. All the bars, people having fun. It was 
a great time.  

That first year must have been unique. 

It was more exciting. Because you’re wondering if 
anyone’s going to beat you up or something like 
that. It was all a new thing for me. I had just come 
out a few years before. I left my husband at 25, so 
that's when I came out. But it was just the excite-
ment. And you felt better knowing that more wom-
en were going. At first, I was saying, “Am I gonna 
go? Am I gonna go?” And Teddy said, “Yeah, you’re 
gonna go.” 

What was it like when the March started to get 
bigger after 1970? 

It was like going someplace with a gazillion people, 
and nobody has anything bad to say. The parents of 
the gay people used to line up all the way up and 
down the March. It was such a good feeling, seeing 
people out there sticking up for their kids or their 
friends.  

When was the last March you attended? 

I'm going to say almost 20 years.  

Did you ever join any LGBT organizations in New 
York? 

I probably did, you know, when I worked in the gay 
bars. I’ll tell you something strange. I live in Care-
free now. And I saw two women there and they’re 
just looking at me and looking at me. I said, “I know. 
I look familiar.” “Yeah, you do.” And I named all 
those bars. “Oh, yeah! 
     —Andy Buck 

PRIDE 
MONTH 
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THE POWER OF PRAYER 

By Deacon Bonnie Moore 

These times have been trying for all of us. Covid 19 has 
changed our lives, not for a moment, but possibly for all 
times. During the time of limited access to the “outside” and 
with many of us practically quarantined, we’ve had to learn 
new ways to visit our friends and families, exercise, shop for 
necessities, and worship, to name a few. During this time CBS 
News adopted a mantra “facts, not fear”. Every time I hear or 
see that I’m reminded of what God’s Word has spoken and/or 
proven to me over the last nearly forty years that I’ve opened 
myself to a relationship with the Creator. While all that is fa-
miliar just now has been reformed, I’m reminded of God’s 
promise in Malachi 3:6 “For I am the Lord God, I do not 
change.” This, for me, is a stabilizer in a very rocky, uncertain 
time when “sameness” seems lost, possibly permanently.  

One thing in my life that has proven true regardless of the 
external, whether permanent or temporary, is knowing how 
the power of prayer can change things: whether internally for 
me or actually in the world in which I live. Over and over, God 
has shown that the promises in the Bible can either change 
me or the circumstances that I bring to God in prayer; singly 
or with others who join to release our faith in prayer for one 
another. 

During the midst of the pandemic our middle son (part owner 
of a large AC./heating company in PA) and other family mem-
bers were exposed to multiple cases of the virus while work-
ing on a senior health care facility under a time-oriented fac-
tor. The week prior to our granddaughter’s date to give birth 
to their second son (they have a soon to be 2-year-old) Tyler 
became ill and was denied a Covid 19 test due to lack of tests 
available. Also, our grandson, Craig became ill. Our son, Da-
vid, and both very young great-grandsons all have asthma; 
need for much concern!  Finally, after becoming more ill, Ty-
ler was tested and found positive; the day before the birth of 
their new son. Of course the family was devastated and very 
concerned. All these families are Christian people, active in 
their churches. Needless to say, the first thing we did (all of 
us) was contacting our prayer ministries. We are guided by 
the promises of God to hang on to God (1Thes. 3:8) For now 
we live, if we stand fast in the Lord) and that’s really the 
strongest place to be in our frustrations, fears and being sep-

arated by miles as well as the virus restrictions.  

There truly is power in prayer!  Tyler couldn’t be with his wife 
in person, but face-timed holding her in love and faith. Both 
mother and baby tested negative, Craig who was also ill test-
ed negative and no other family member has become ill. We 
shared the situation with one another to bring us together 
and stand fast in our beliefs (not quite exactly the same) but 
believing in the same loving, healing, grace-giving God!  We 
know that Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, and today, and 
forever. (Hebrews 11:8) 

I’m sharing this to say, God doesn’t always answer our pray-
ers the way we want, but to say God always hears and an-
swers our prayers. The power of prayers when we pray to-
gether not only builds our faith but that of others:  not only 
releases the power of our prayer, it teaches us that we are 
not alone.  We have each other and we have a God who loves 
us enough to listen to our cries, dry our tears and bring new 
life to whatever pandemic or crisis we face.  

We can’t say this was an easy time for all of us, but I can say 
that your Dancin’ on the Inside deacon was remembering the 
many times God gave me music that I would never choose; 
but no matter how hard it is to smile through the crisis, ill-
ness, financial trauma and/or pandemic we can always know 
a God who never changes, never fails to love us and be with 
us. That is enough to make me want to be Dancin’ On The 

Inside!! 

 

Dancin’ on the Inside 
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I haven’t been to a DoubleTree Hotel in years, 

but I do remember that we used to go to lunch 

at one in Tucson, Arizona when I lived there in 

the 1980s. I also remember that they always 

had a platter of delicious chocolate chip cook-

ies in the lobby and I would always swing by to 

get “one for the road” on the way out after 

lunch. I just happened to stumble on the recipe which is     

supposedly being released for the first time. My first thought 

was just to  pass it on by. Who needs another chocolate chip 

cookie recipe, I thought. But I tried it anyway and it is deli-

cious! The secret, believe it or not, is lemon juice. The lemon 

juice supposedly keeps the cookies moist, while the edges 

crisp up. I don’t know the science behind it, but it sure  makes 

for a great cookie!  

 

 

DoubleTree Hotel Signature Chocolate Chip Cookie Recipe 

Makes 26 cookies 

½ pound unsalted butter, softened (2 sticks) 

¾ cup + 1 tablespoon granulated sugar 

¾ cup packed light brown sugar 

2 large eggs 

1 ¼ teaspoons vanilla extract 

¼ teaspoon freshly squeezed lemon juice 

2 ¼ cups flour 

1/2 cup rolled oats 

1 teaspoon baking soda 

1 teaspoon salt 

Pinch cinnamon 

2 2/3 cups Nestle Tollhouse semi-sweet chocolate chips 

1 3/4 cups chopped walnuts  

Cream butter, sugar and brown sugar in the bowl of a stand 

mixer on medium speed for about 2 minutes.  

Add eggs, vanilla and lemon juice, blending with mixer on low 

speed for 30 seconds, then medium speed for about 2 

minutes, or until light and fluffy, scraping down bowl.  

With mixer on low speed, add flour, oats, baking soda, salt 

and cinnamon, blending for about 45 seconds. Don’t overmix.  

Remove bowl from mixer and stir in chocolate chips and wal-

nuts. 

Portion dough with a scoop (about 3 tablespoons) onto a bak-

ing sheet lined with parchment paper about 2 inches apart.  

Preheat oven to 300°F. Bake for 20 to 23 minutes, or until edg-

es are golden brown and center is still soft.  

Remove from oven and cool on baking sheet for about 1 hour. 

The original recipe can be found here:  

https://newsroom.hilton.com/static-doubletree-reveals-

cookie-recipe.htm  

—— in love and service, Adam 

Food for Thought…from the Kitchen of  Adam Janowski 

https://newsroom.hilton.com/static-doubletree-reveals-cookie-recipe.htm
https://newsroom.hilton.com/static-doubletree-reveals-cookie-recipe.htm
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Waiting in Anticipation 

Psalm 130:6   

I wait for the Lord more than watchmen wait for the 

morning, more than watchmen wait for the morning. 

Every May Day (May 1) in Oxford, England, an early 

morning crowd gathers to welcome spring. At 6:00, the 

Magdalen College Choir sings from the top of Magdalen 

Tower. Thousands wait in antici-

pation for the dark night to be 

broken by song and the ringing 

of bells. 

Like the revelers, I often wait. I 

wait for answers to prayers or 

guidance from the Lord. Alt-

hough I do not know the exact 

time my wait will end, I am learn-

ing to wait expectantly. In Psalm 

130 the psalmist writes of being 

in deep distress facing a situation 

that feels like the blackest of 

nights. Amid his troubles, he 

chooses to trust God and stay 

alert like a guard on duty 

charged with announcing day-

break. “I wait for the Lord more 

than watchmen wait for the 

morning, more than watchman 

wait for the morning” (v.6).  

The anticipation of God’s faith-

fulness breaking through the 

darkness gives the psalmist hope to endure even amid 

his suffering. Based on the promises of God found 

through Scripture, that hope allows him to keep waiting 

even though he has not yet seen the first rays of light.  

Be encouraged if you are in the middle of a dark night. 

The dawn is coming – either in this life or in heaven!  In 

the meantime, do not give up hope but keep watching 

for the deliverance of the Lord. God will be faithful.  

——Deacon Jonathan Hollander 

Aguardar con expectative 

Salmo 130:6 

Mi alma espera al Señor más que los centinelas a la  

mañana, más que los vigilantes a la mañana. 

Cada 1 de mayo, en Oxford, Inglaterra, una multitud se 

reúne por la mañana temprano para recibir la primavera. 

A las 6, el Coro de Magdalen College canta desde arriba 

de la Torre Magdalen. Miles 

aguardan con expectativa que se 

vaya la noche y comiencen el 

canto y el repiquetear de las 

campanas.  

Al igual que ellos, yo también 

suelo esperar…pero respuestas a 

oraciones o la guía del Señor. 

Aunque no sé cuánto tardarán, 

estoy aprendiendo a esperar con 

expectación. En el Salmo 130, el 

escritor expresa su profunda an-

gustia ante una situación que se 

parece a la noche más oscura. En 

medio de sus problemas, decide 

confiar en Dios y mantenerse 

alerta como un centinela encar-

gado de anunciar la llegada del 

alba: “Mi alma espera al Señor, 

más que los centinelas a la ma-

ñana, más que los vigilantes a la 

mañana” (v.6).  

La expectativa de que la fidelidad 

de Dios se abra paso en la oscuridad le da esperanzas al 

salmista. Basada en las promesas de Dios en su Palabra, 

esa esperanza le permite seguir esperando, aun cuando 

todavía no haya visto los primeros rayos de luz.  

Si estás en medio de una noche oscura, cobra ánimo. Ya 

llega el alba… ¡en esta vida o en el cielo!  Mientras tanto, 

sigue esperando que el Señor te libere. ¡Él es fiel!   

——El diacono Jonathan Hollander 

 

Waiting in Anticipation/Aguardar con expectativa 
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Lay Delegate Report 

The times we’re living in, with a global pandemic re-
sulting in the suspension of in-person worship services, 
has forced Metropolitan Community Churches world-
wide to try new strategies for outreach and community-
building. The challenges are many, but so are the oppor-
tunities. It is not a one-size-fits-all proposition. You’re 
likely to recognize approaches below that our own Saint 
John the Apostle MCC has tried, as well as things it has 
not (as of yet) attempted. 

 

Some churches are able to keep existing programs – such 
as food pantries – active, while others are not. Drive-thru 
blessings are workable in some situations. Churches are 
also experimenting with drive-in worship services, where 
attendees stay in their cars while listening to a sermon 
through a loudspeaker system, or perhaps through a lo-
cal radio station. These are particularly important strate-
gies for churchgoers who might not have ready comput-
er or Internet access. 

Rev. Cecelia Eggleston, MCC Moderator 

 

Still, going online seems to be the most frequent method 
of keeping engaged with both local and non-local MCCs 
and their congregants. Nearly all MCCs now offer 
livestreamed or recorded sermons and/or worship ser-
vices. As MCC’s Moderator, Reverend Elder Cecilia Eg-
gleston, writes in a May 7 reflection, “Many of us now 
know how to connect online in ways that we did not be-
fore… Local MCCs are already experiencing people join-
ing them for online worship from other cities or coun-
tries. I have a vision for a whole network of online MCC 
gatherings in different languages and time zones that 
offer queer spiritual connection. Wherever you are in the 
world, on any day, you would have the opportunity to 
join with others in prayer, worship and discussion.” 

 

If you browse through websites of various MCC congre-
gations, you’ll find several now offering Zoom social 
meet-ups, using the seemingly ubiquitous online confer-
encing platform as a way of connecting their parishion-
ers. Skype Bible studies, Facebook prayer groups, Google 
Hangout discussions, and more are all being implement-
ed by various MCCs.  

 

Reverend Vance Haywood of St. John’s MCC in Raleigh, 
NC hosts virtual panel discussions with MCC leaders 
around the globe with the series title, “The Church’s Re-
sponse to Crisis.” The April 5 panel (which can be 
screened at https://youtu.be/mXZzxpTokws) brought 
together an international group of pastors who led their 
congregations through another global pandemic: AIDS. 
This fascinating and wide-ranging discussion addressed 
the similarities and differences between the two health 
crises, noting (among other things) political realities, 
populations deemed most vulnerable, and activist tac-
tics. The panelists also shared resources and offered ad-
vice based upon past experiences.  

 

“Preserve the fabric of community as best you can,” said 
Reverend Elder Jim Mitulski, zeroing in on what may be 
the most important thing for churches to keep in mind. 
“No matter what happens, keep connected and make 
sure people know where you are and what’s happening. 
These are things the church is uniquely suited to do.” 

By Dan Bacalzo 

 

https://youtu.be/mXZzxpTokws
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Yard Sale Report 

The March yard sale for St. John the Apostle MCC was can-

celled out of concerns associated with the corona virus situa-

tion. We did however make $753.00 in presales. Not bad for a 

cancelled event. The merchandise donated of course went to 

another charity to benefit their operation. Goodwill has been 

very helpful and eager to pick up our items. I like working with 

them for each event. I am not sure about what will happen this 

fall of course, who does?  I am referring to the world wide situ-

ation with this pandemic. I would very much like to help some-

one learn how to put on the church yard sale. This person 

would be able to add their suggestions, but to be real honest, 

it would be with my agreement. The person in charge is      

always, in my opinion, the person in charge. If you are interest-

ed, I am sincere about considering your ideas of course. If they 

would work we could go for it. Please feel free to offer sugges-

tions if you do not want to be considered a co chairperson 

even. I really am looking for a time when I can enjoy the yard 

sale more than I do. It is a rewarding project I must say. You 

meet a lot of nice people. The community around us, church 

members, and our customers always look forward to these 

events. Please consider talking to me about this opportunity to 

work hard of course, but be blessed by the work , appreciated 

and feeling real good when you go home that Saturday to eat a 

good supper and sleep! 

——Thanks, Richard Schaffer 

 

One step needed to achieve our vision at St’ John’s is “attracting 

community members to scheduled worship and educational offer-

ings on our website and in our revitalized setting”. While some 

members worked on the 

website, others focused on 

landscaping. 

At the time activities were 

suspended due to the coro-

navirus, installation of 

plants in the gardens ap-

proved for initial develop-

ment was nearly complete. 

Drainage areas on the 

west side of the church had been upgraded, but there was no provi-

sion for roof drainage on the remaining sides of the church. Recent-

ly new drainage areas were constructed on the south and north 

sides of the church resulting in all of the developed gardens sur-

rounding the church being protected from rain drainage. 

The largest drainage area constructed is located at the southwest 

corner of the church. This drain consists of a ditch dug along the 

south side of the building that begins near the entry patio and runs 

westward to the far end of the sign. A short ditch was dug along the 

west side of the building that begins north of the sign runs south-

ward, merging with the longer ditch. The drainage area was then 

filled with 2200 pounds of drainage gravel and covered with deco-

rative gravel.  

Four drainage areas were constructed on the north side of the 

church that are similar to the sunken barrel drains in existence to 

the west of the building. These new barrel-shaped drains were lined 

with fabric instead of using barrels, edged with large rock, filled 

with drainage gravel, and topped off with decorative gravel. Drains 

were installed by Dale Weddle, Wayne Stachurski, Bill Mount, and 

Julie Hover, assisted by Scott Salituro and Richard Schaffer. 

In addition to installing new gardens and drains, the gardeners 

maintain all the grounds owned by the church, which cover three 

blocks along McGregor Blvd. Current activities include pruning, 

weeding, and watering plants over this very large area. Nearly every 

plant requires water once or twice per week, but because there are 

only two sources of water—faucets on the south and west sides of 

the church--gardeners must schedule their watering days to avoid 

having two gardeners needing the same faucet. Gardeners who 

regularly water plants include Bill Mount, Wayne Stachurski, and 

Julie Hover with assistance from Dale Weddle and Randy Koger. 

Finally, it should be remembered that although the funded garden 

areas are essentially complete, the plants are not yet mature and 

many hold only the promise of attracting the community. Those 

living in the area, however, have shown awareness of the gardens. 

One neighbor even stopped to take photographs.  

Is it possible that when the pandemic ends and the plants mature, 

passersby, attracted by the gardens, will actually be drawn to enter 

the building to see what’s happening?  This would mark definite 

progress along one step needed to meet our Vision. 

——Julie Hover 

Church Landscaping News 
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Dean's Food Pantry 

Below is a list of items the Pantry can always 

use. We do accept other items as well as 

cash/checks use to replenish the shelves: 

Pinto Beans 

Mac and Cheese 

Pasta Sauce 

Spaghetti 

Canned Vegetables 

Box Cereal 

Fruit Cups 

Jiffy Cornbread Mix 

Any toiletry items 

Paper towels/TP  

Canned Meats 

 

—The Food Pantry Staff  

Happy Father’s 

Day! 
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And so we continue forward, one day at a time. We’ve cleaned cupboards, closets, and 

garages; we’ve modified living spaces to include work spaces; we’ve had food and house-

hold products delivered; we’ve attended Church virtually; we’ve trimmed our own hair; 

we’ve weeded gardens and transplanted plants; we’ve walked hundreds of thousands of 

steps to remain active – we continue to move forward. 

With all of the at home activity, do you still feel at home in your home? If not, let’s talk! I 

am diligently helping people find their new home each and every day, please let me know 

how I may be able to help you and your family find that feeling of home again. 

Please remain vigilant, please be patient and kind. Please respect all human beings at 

this time and remain physically distant. Choose any number of your “socials” to remain in 

touch and pick up the phone, write a personal letter, let’s get to the other side of this 

sooner than later –  

Take care of yourself and one another, Jack.  

Please Call Jack Lewis at (239) 839-5927 or visit me online anytime at 

www.accessjack.com. 

Have You Been Comfortable In Your Shelter? 

       Please       ccessJack at: 239.839.5927     @ 
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