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The CHANNEL is a newsletter publica-

tion of Saint John the Apostle MCC. 

Any publication or inclusion of any 

names, organizations or businesses 

do not reflect the religious or sexual 

orientation or lifestyle of such individ-

uals or groups. Any opinions ex-

pressed herein are those of the writ-

ers and do not necessarily represent 

the opinion of Saint John the Apostle 

MCC. Likewise, inclusion of advertis-

ing from any sponsor does not consti-

tute such endorsement by The CHAN-

NEL or Saint John the Apostle MCC. 

Articles printed in The CHANNEL may 

be reprinted by any UFMCC church. 

    Pastor’s Reflections: Lesson 

Even though it is frustrating, I have grown in understanding of something that I already knew. 

With a pandemic taking over so much of life, we had to make the decision to not gather at 

3049 McGregor Blvd for a couple of weeks. What I heard others say is “You closed the 

church!” Now we all know that the building is not the church. We are the church. Right?  

Somehow we have been tricked into believing we are Church only when we are at Church.  

Paul in the First Letter to the Corinthians begins by saying “To the church of God in Corinth, 

to those sanctified in 

Christ Jesus and called to 

be his holy people, togeth-

er with all those every-

where who call on the 

name of our Lord Jesus 

Christ” For Paul, Church 

was not an address. The 

church is the people of 

God filled with the Spirit of 

God. We don’t do Church 

we are Church. 

This drawing explains it 

well. You take the Church 

wherever you go. Be who you are meant to be. 

—Pastor Steve 

Notice to Congregation 

Due to the recommendation of the CDC, the SJAMCC Board of Directors has decid-

ed that, effective immediately, all groups, choir practice, prayer team, and food 

pantry are to stop all activities at the church. Sunday service is suspended with an 

optimistic goal to return for in-person Palm Sunday service on April 5th. Prior to 

the April 5th service the Board of Directors will evaluate recommendations of the 

CDC and decide to re-open or continue with a longer suspension. Everyone will be 

notified when that decision is made. We are working on providing online worship 

materials. If any of you talk with fellow church attenders or anyone else, please 

encourage them to stay home and listen to the CDC recommendations. Your 

health and safety is   important to us! We will all get through this together! And 

remember you do not need to social distance yourself from God!  

http://sjamcc.com


The Channel, St. John the Apostle MCC 

 

2 

 

National Day of  Prayer 

You are invited to join the Prayer Team, the Dea-

cons, and Pastor Steve as we journey together in 

prayer to celebrate the 2020 National Day of Prayer 

at Saint John The Apostle MCC.  This years’ theme 

is “God's Glory Across the Earth”  

We begin Sunday, March 29, 2020 with the first 

day of our 40-Day Prayer Challenge (via the Inter-

net due to the Corona virus) and end on Thursday, 

May 7, 2020 which is day 40, and, The National Day 

of Prayer.  The Prayer Team, the Deacons, and Pas-

tor Steve have joined together to present our own 

40 Day Prayer Challenge made up of 40 different 

prayers regarding our Nation.  Submissions include 

thoughts, prayers, poems, bible verses, etc. 

Our second event will be Sunday, May 3, 2020.   

The Prayer Team, Deacons, and Pastor will present 

the National Day of Prayer Service. Adam will pre-

pare breakfast after the service in our dining room. 

Our third and fourth events will be on May 7, 2020, 

The National Day of Prayer, as we join thousands of 

other individuals, churches and events across our 

country. “Drive-Thru Prayer” begins at 7 a.m. and 

ends at 9 a.m. in St. John the Apostle MCC’s park-

ing lot. Individual prayers will be 

provided and homemade cookies 

and coffee will be served. We would 

love to have some church members 

out to wave signs and hold balloons 

in support of this event. 

Our last event on May 7, 2020 is a 

“Prayer and Praise” service starting 

at 7p.m. in St. John The Apostle 

MCC’s sanctuary. 

If you have a testimony or a story of 

how God has been working in your 

life that you would like to share, 

please contact The Prayer Team, 

Deacons, Pastor or Office Admin at 

SJAMCC.com. We hope to see you at each of these 

events. 
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SPRING PLANTING!  

By Deacon Bonnie Moore 

Didn’t I just put the Christmas decorations away!  

We’ve just gone through an interesting week of full 

moon, Friday the 13th and the one I really don’t like:  

change the clocks ahead.  It’s that time between the 

cooler weather and the rainy season 

and we’ve been experiencing a drought 

in this area that has put us on the fire 

danger alert.  I’m wondering if we’re on 

a spiritual transition or a “drought”.  

There are changes in our lives affecting 

us in our spiritual growth, emotional 

stability as well as relationship to our 

fellow humans and with God.  Are we in 

a planting season, growing season or a 

harvest time?  Sometimes it’s multiple 

seasons we experience. 

 

Recently I saw a clip regarding this very 

issue and I want to include it in this arti-

cle because it sums up the “spring 

planting”.  There are various areas of 

our spiritual development that relate to 

the natural growing process of plants 

and humans.  God is always working to 

bring us into a deeper and loving rela-

tionship.  Just as in nature, there are 

ebbs and flow; we call mountains and 

valleys in our spiritual growth and our 

experience with the Creator.  I want to 

plant a garden with the crops listed in 

this little article and I know without a 

doubt God will help us all do this regardless of the 

drought, mountains, valleys or lack of “seed” we may 

be experiencing. May our crops yield good fruit as we 

keep “Dancin’ On The Inside”!  

 

 

Dancin’ on the Inside 
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This casserole defines “comfort food” for me! I 

usually make this recipe using leftover turkey 

after Thanksgiving, but you can easily use leftover 

rotisserie chicken breast and make it any time. 

It’s an easy recipe that your family or guests will 

enjoy. I use mild enchilada sauce, salsa, and chil-

ies. You can ratchet up the heat levels to whatev-

er you are comfortable with. 

Adam’s Chicken or Turkey Enchiladas 

Filling 

1 package turkey gravy mix 

1 cup water 

1 1/2 cup onion, chopped and divided 

1 tablespoon vegetable oil 

1/3 cup diced canned green chilies 

2 cups cooked and chopped chicken or turkey 

 

 

1/4 teaspoon chili powder 

1/4 teaspoon cumin8 8-inch flour tortillas 

Sauce 

1 can Cream of Chicken soup 

1 can (19 oz.) Enchilada sauce 

Topping 

2 cups shredded Mexican cheese blend, divided 

Add-ons 

Shredded lettuce 

Chopped tomatoes 

Sour cream 

Salsa 

Salt and pepper 

Preheat oven to 350 degrees.  

Make gravy mix as directed. Set aside.  

Sauté 1/2 cup onions until golden. 

DIRECTIONS 

In a large bowl, combine onions, chicken or turkey, chilies, , cum-

in, chili powder, and enough gravy to moisten (about 1/2 to 2/3 of 

a cup). Stir in 1/2 cup shredded cheese. 

Top each tortilla with a heaping tablespoon of the turkey mixture. 

Fold top over filling, then fold in sides and fold top again to form 

an envelope. 

Whisk together cream of chicken soup and enchilada sauce. Place 

a couple of tablespoons of sauce in bottom of casserole pan. Place 

enchiladas in pan seam side down. Pour remaining sauce over 

enchiladas and top with remaining cheese. 

Bake uncovered for 30 to 45 minutes or until cheese is melted and 

casserole is bubbly.  

To serve, place shredded lettuce on plate. Top with enchilada. 

Sprinkle on some tomato, onion, shredded cheese, a dollop of 

sour cream, and some salsa as desired. Alternatively, you can 

plate the enchiladas and let your guests add what they want.  

Food for Thought…from the Kitchen of  Adam Janowski 
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Mistakes Were Made 

Exodus 32:24 – They gave me the gold, and I threw it into the 

fire, and out came this calf! 

“Mistakes were made,” said the CEO as he discussed the illegal 

activity his company had been involved in.  He looked regretful, 

yet he kept blame at arm’s length 

and couldn’t admit he had personal-

ly done anything wrong.   

Some “mistakes” are just mistakes: 

driving in the wrong direction, for-

getting to set a timer and burning 

dinner, miscalculating your check-

book balance.  But then there are 

the deliberate deeds that go far 

beyond – God calls those sin.  When 

God questioned Adam and Eve 

about why they had disobeyed God, 

they quickly tried to shift the blame 

to another (Gen. 3:8-13).  Aaron 

took no personal responsibility 

when the people built a golden calf 

to worship in the desert.  He ex-

plained to Moses, “[The people] 

gave me the gold, and I threw it into 

the fire, and out came this calf!” (Ex. 

32:24). 

He might as well have muttered, 

“Mistakes were made.”  

Sometimes it seems easier to blame 

someone else rather than admitting 

our own failings.  Equally dangerous 

is to try to minimize our sin by call-

ing it “just a mistake” instead of 

acknowledging its true nature.  

But when we take responsibility – 

acknowledging our sin and confess-

ing it – the One who “is faithful and 

just . . . will forgive us our sings and 

purify us from all unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9).  Our God 

offers God’s children forgiveness and restoration.  

Happy Easter!!! 

Jonathan Hollander 

Deacon - St. John the Apostle, MCC 

 

 

Se cometieron errores 

Éxodo 32:24 - … ¿Quién tiene oro?  Apartadlo.  Y me lo dieron, 

y lo eché en el fuego, y salió este becerro (v.24).   

“Se cometieron errores”, dijo un gerente mientras se refería a 

la actividad ilegal en la que se había involucrado su empresa.  

Parecía afligido, pero les echaba la 

culpa a otros, sin admitir que él 

había hecho algo malo.  

Algunos “errores” son simplemente 

errores: conducir en la dirección 

equivocada, olvidarse de poner la 

alarma y que la comida se queme, 

calculbancaria.  Pero, además, hay 

actos deliberados que van mucho 

más alláar mal el saldo de la cuenta , 

a los que Dios llama pecado.  Cuan-

do Dios le preguntó a Adám y a Eva 

por qué habían desobedecido, de 

inmediato, se culparon el uno al 

otro (Génesis 3:8-13).  Aarón negó 

su responsabilidad cuando el pueblo 

hizo un becerro de oro para adorar 

en el desierto.  Le explicó a Moisés: 

“me […] dieron [oro], y lo eché en el 

fuego, y salió este becerro” (Éxodo 

32:24).  Como si dijera: “Se co-

metieron errores”.  

A veces, es más fácil culpar a otro 

que admitir nuestros errores.  Así de 

peligroso es también intentar mini-

mizar nuestro pecado, llamándolo 

“un simple error”, y no reconocer su 

verdadera naturaleza.   

Cuando asumimos la responsabi-

lidad, reconociendo nuestro pecado 

y confesándolo, el Señor “es fiel y 

justo para perdonar nuestros pe-

cados, y limpiarnos de toda maldad” 

(1 Juan 1:9).  Dios ofrece a sus hijos 

perdón y restauración.   

¡Feliz Pascua! 

Jonathan Hollander  

Diácono – St. John the Apostle, MCC 

 

 

Mistakes Were Made/Se cometieron errores 
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~ April 2020 ~ 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1  
10a-12:30p Game 
Day - CANCELED 

6:30p-8p Choir 
Rehearsal - 
CANCELED 

 

2  
9a-1:30p Lee County 
Health Department - 
CANCELED 

 

3  
Church Office Closed 

 

4  
Church Office Closed 

2:30p-4:30p GET 
Network Meeting - 

6p-7p Discovery in 
Recovery Group - NA 

8p-9p Lambda 
Drummer (AA) 

GROUPS 
MEETINGS 
CANCELED 

5 Palm Sunday 
10a-11a PALM 
SUNDAY – Service - 
PENDING 

 

6  
 

7  
10a-12p Food Pantry 

6:30p-7:30p Prayer 
Team Meets 

8p-9p Lambda 
Drummer (AA) 

 

8  
10a-12:30p Game 
Day 

6:30p-8p Choir 
Rehearsal 

 

9 Holy Thursday 
7p-8p MAUNDY 
THURSDAY 
SERVICE - 
PENDING 

 

10 Good Friday 
Church Office Closed 

7p-8p GOOD 
FRIDAY SERVICE - 
PENDING 

 

11  
Church Office Closed 

6p-7p Discovery in 
Recovery Group - NA 

8p-9p Lambda 
Drummer (AA) 

 

12 Easter 
10a-11a EASTER 
SUNDAY SERVICE 

 

13  
 

14  
10a-12p Food Pantry 

6:30p-7:30p Prayer 
Team Meets 

8p-9p Lambda 
Drummer (AA) 

 

15  
10a-12:30p Game 
Day 

6:30p-8p Choir 
Rehearsal 

 

16  
 

17  
Church Office Closed 

 

18  
Church Office Closed 

10:30a-12p Trans 
Life Group 

6p-7p Discovery in 
Recovery Group - NA 

8p-9p Lambda 
Drummer (AA) 

 

19 Divine Mercy 

Sunday 
10a-11a Worship 
Service 

 

20  
 

21  
10a-12p Food Pantry 

6:30p-7:30p Prayer 
Team Meets 

8p-9p Lambda 
Drummer (AA) 

 

22 Earth Day 
10a-12:30p Game 
Day 

6:30p-8p Choir 
Rehearsal 

 

23  
 

24  
Church Office Closed 

 

25  
Church Office Closed 

6p-7p Discovery in 
Recovery Group - NA 

8p-9p Lambda 
Drummer (AA) 

 

26  
10a-11a Worship 
Service 

 

27  
 

28  
10a-12p Food Pantry 

6:30p-7:30p Prayer 
Team Meets 

8p-9p Lambda 
Drummer (AA) 

 

29  
10a-12:30p Game 
Day 

6:30p-8p Choir 
Rehearsal 

 

30  
 

Notes: ALL ACTIVITES 
APRIL 5TH FORWARD 
PENDING 
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~ May 2020 ~ 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1  
Church Office Closed 

 

2  
Church Office Closed 

2:30p-4:30p GET 
Network Meeting 

6p-7p Discovery in 
Recovery Group - NA 

8p-9p Lambda 
Drummer (AA) 

 

 

3  
10a-11a Worship 
Service 

 

4  
 

5  
10a-12p Food Pantry 

6:30p-7:30p Prayer 
Team Meets 

8p-9p Lambda 
Drummer (AA) 

 

6  
10a-12:30p Game 
Day 

6:30p-8p Choir 
Rehearsal 

 

7  
9a-1:30p Lee County 
Health Department 

 

8  
Church Office Closed 

 

9  
Church Office Closed 

6p-7p Discovery in 
Recovery Group - NA 

8p-9p Lambda 
Drummer (AA) 

 

10 Mother's Day 
10a-11a Worship 
Service 

 

11  
 

12  
10a-12p Food Pantry 

6:30p-7:30p Prayer 
Team Meets 

8p-9p Lambda 
Drummer (AA) 

 

13  
10a-12:30p Game 
Day 

6:30p-8p Choir 
Rehearsal 

 

14  
 

15  
Church Office Closed 

 

16  
Church Office Closed 

10:30a-12p Trans Life 
Group 

6p-7p Discovery in 
Recovery Group - NA 

8p-9p Lambda 
Drummer (AA) 

 

17  
10a-11a Worship 
Service 

 

18  
 

19  
10a-12p Food Pantry 

6:30p-7:30p Prayer 
Team Meets 

8p-9p Lambda 
Drummer (AA) 

 

20  
10a-12:30p Game 
Day 

6:30p-8p Choir 
Rehearsal 

 

21 Ascension 
 

22  
Church Office Closed 

 

23  
Church Office Closed 

6p-7p Discovery in 
Recovery Group - NA 

8p-9p Lambda 
Drummer (AA) 

 

24  
10a-11a Worship 
Service 

 

25 Memorial Day 

 

26  
10a-12p Food Pantry 

6:30p-7:30p Prayer 
Team Meets 

8p-9p Lambda 
Drummer (AA) 

 

27  
10a-12:30p Game 
Day 

6:30p-8p Choir 
Rehearsal 

 

28  
 

29  
Church Office Closed 

 

30  
Church Office Closed 

6p-7p Discovery in 
Recovery Group - NA 

8p-9p Lambda 
Drummer (AA) 

 

31 Pentecost 
10a-11a Worship 
Service 

 

Notes: 
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Dean's Food Pantry 

Below is a list of items the Pantry can always use. We do 

accept other items as well as cash/checks use to replen-

ish the shelves: 

Pinto Beans 

Mac and Cheese 

Pasta Sauce 

Spaghetti 

Canned Vegetables 

Box Cereal 

Fruit Cups 

Jiffy Cornbread Mix 

Any toiletry items 

Paper towels/TP  

Canned Meats 

 

—The Food Pantry Staff  

Tentative Holy Week Services 
Check the St. John the Apostle MCC website 

(https://sjamcc.com/) for updated information. 

 
 

Palm Sunday Service  

(Apr. 5th) at 10:00 am 

Maundy Thursday Service 

(Apr. 9th) at 7:00 pm 

Good Friday Service  

(Apr. 10th) at 7:00 pm 

Easter Sunday Service  

In Loving Memory of 

James A. Hueholt 

F. Norman Bowles 

Lois Webber Hueholt 

Gone, but not forgotten. 

Rev. Glen Hueholt  

https://sjamcc.com/
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SENIOR PASTOR  

Rev. Steve Filizzi          pastor@sjamcc.com 

CONGREGATIONAL ADMINSTRATOR 

Kurt Hood       admin@sjamcc.com      

BOARD MEMBERS       board@sjamcc.com 

Donna Lusk       Sonny Pillow 

Sharron Massingale    Jason McRae   

Dale Weddle                Andrew White      

DEACONS                     deaconate@sjamcc.com     

Glenda Enterline       Wanda Neubert 

Jonathan Hollander     Richard Shourds  

Bonnie Moore                 

LAY DELEGATES           delegate@sjamcc.com 

Dan Balcazo 

Sharron Massingale          

TREASURER     treasurer@sjamcc.com                                   

Dale Gnatek    

MUSIC DEPARTMENT   music@sjamcc.com  

Timothy Kiernan  Music Director  

Ron Lemke Assistant Music Director 

Bryan Dietrich Pianist  

CHURCH OFFICE 

Phone: (239) 344-0012    

Visit Our Website 

 https://sjamcc.com/  

BE A FAN!  

  Follow Us On FACEBOOK    

www.facebook.com/sjamcc  

 

 

 

 

 

OFFICE HOURS 

Monday  through Thursday 

10:00 AM –  2 :00 PM 

 CHURCH DIRECTORY 

mailto:worshipteam@sjamcc.com
mailto:admin@sjamcc.com
mailto:board@sjamcc.com
mailto:worshipteam@sjamcc.com
mailto:delegate@sjamcc.com
mailto:music@sjamcc.com
https://sjamcc.com/
https://www.facebook.com/sjamcc
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According to Wikipedia, “Shelter in place” is defined as: Shelter in place is to seek safety within the building 

one already occupies, rather than to evacuate the area or seek a community emergency shelter.  

We often think of the safety we feel within our home as protecting us from heavy wind and rain, possibly a   

hurricane, and even from unsavory characters or criminals. But just as of the last edition of the Channel, who 

would have known that we as a nation would be strongly encouraged to Shelter in Place? To remain socially 

distant from all of those around us and be kept from going to work and school, let alone Beaches, Baseball, 

Artwalk, Dining Out, Religious Services and the Theatre among just a few of the many venues now closed to 

keep groups of people from gathering for our safety from a Virus? Are you doing your part to abide by these 

recommendations, to protect yourself and those around you from the Virus? 

We as a species naturally seek community; we gravitate toward one another naturally and to remain socially 

distant is awkward. Here’s an experiment; try brushing your teeth with your opposite hand. Now, there are 

some of us that may be ambidextrous and can go from left to right and back again without blinking an eye – 

but for the majority of us that simple task of brushing with the opposite hand becomes an exercise in futility. 

Socially Distancing ourselves from one another feels just as awkward! 

Please remain vigilant, please be patient and kind. Please respect all human beings at this time and remain 

physically distant. Choose any number of your “socials” to remain in touch and pick up the phone, write a    

personal letter, let’s get to the other side of this sooner than later –  

Take care of yourself and one another. 

  

Shelter in Place 



The Channel, St. John the Apostle MCC 

 

12 

 

THE CHANNEL AD 
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200+ copies of THE CHANNEL are printed 
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https://sjamcc.com/ 
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To become one, call 344-0012. 
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