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The CHANNEL is a newsletter publication 

of Saint John the Apostle MCC. Any publi-

cation or inclusion of any names, organi-

zations or businesses do not reflect the 

religious or sexual orientation or lifestyle 

of such individuals or groups. Any opin-

ions expressed herein are those of the 

writers and do not necessarily represent 

the opinion of Saint John the Apostle 

MCC. Likewise, inclusion of advertising 

from any sponsor does not constitute 

such endorsement by The CHANNEL or 

Saint John the Apostle MCC. Articles print-

ed in The CHANNEL may be reprinted by 

any UFMCC church. 

Pastor’s Reflections: Test 

 

Back in the 60’s there was a popular bumper sticker particularly 

for people of faith. “God is my Co-pilot” was seen in many a 

church parking lot. Some people, to show their “greater” faith, 

came up with a sticker that said “God is my pilot”. But in the 

words of Jesus to the devil in the desert "It is said: 'Do not put 

the Lord your God to the test.'" (Luke 4:12)  

 

That’s part of my reflections to this event from Pennsylvania. The AP reports:  A 

Luzerne County woman drove into the path of an oncoming vehicle as a way to 

test her faith, then exhibited no concern about the people who were injured in the 

crash, state police said. Bail was revoked this week for Nadejda Reilly, 31, of 

Drums, who is charged with aggravated assault and other offenses over allega-

tions she purposely caused the wreck on Route 93 near Weatherly on January 7. 

An investigator said Reilly told him she had been driving around for a few hours, 

waiting for a calling 

from God, when 

she decided to 

drive through the 

oncoming vehicle.” 

 

Reilly told officers 

in a police affidavit 

that “God took care 

of her by not having 

her injured” and 

“expressed no con-

cerns or remorse 

for the victims.  

Reilly also stated 

she did not care if the other people were injured because God would have taken 

care of them.” 

 

It seems to me that “putting God to the tests” demonstrates a lack of faith. God 

does not have to prove anything. God is always faithful.  

— Pastor Steve   

HAPPY LEAP YEAR! 

http://sjamcc.com
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Spring Yard Sale—Coming Soon! 

March 21st 

That’s what you need to know to get ready for a great event 

for the church! It’s an event that builds community within the  

congregation, the community around us, and much wider. 

Please consider helping in the variety of ways. How can you 

help? 

Chairperson 

Yes, you know I am getting older. I want to share what I have 

learned and the great joy it brings me to work on this church 

event.  Why don't you consider being my apprentice?  Randy 

and I will share all we know and love to do. 

Sorter 

Cleaning up the donations.  All of this does not get done by 

itself.  We have some good people happy to show you what it 

entails. 

Pricer 

This is not hard.  Think of it you just put a sticker on the stuff.  

It begins three weeks before the sale.  Just look on your cal-

endar.  We work 9 am to 2 pm every day.  Marc Cady often 

works in the evening after a day’s work.  Come help him and 

learn from him. 

Displayer 

Setting up displays.  This also takes place way before the 

sale.  Join us.  Especially the week before the sale. 

Other Tasks 

Preparing breakfast, lunch, coffee and snacks on Saturday. 

Setting up early on Saturday of the sale.   

Cleaning up after the sale. 

Cashiers, runners, customer helping staff, 

THIS STUFF TAKES A LOT OF PEOPLE! 

Now I know a lot of people have bad backs, sore legs, arthri-

tis and more.  It really does help to get out and take your 

mind off the aches.  The satisfaction of doing this project is 

remarkable and sure makes you feel good. 

Tell you friends about the sale.  Clean out your garage and 

closets. 

 

Please 

 NO sofa beds. or items that do not work, or things that 

no one anywhere would ever want. 

 

 Wash and fold clothes. 

 

 Bring charging cables, remotes and attachments to elec-

tronics.  Manuals are also very welcome. 

 

 Dust, clean up and make sure things work.  Microwaves 

should not have you last meal remains inside. 

 

 Easter stuff will be nice, but you might save Halloween 

and Christmas trees for the fall sale. 

 

 Only flat screen TV's please. 

Lastly please drop items off during church hours. Ask when 

you have doubts or questions about items that might not sell. 

We cannot keep them. Goodwill or others may not take them 

either. Call Kurt in the office. or ask me any Sunday. BUT 

please do not just drop things off when you are here for a 

meeting or driving by late at night. 

The is a good time really,  

but light is the load when many share the toil. 

THANKS, from Richard, Randy Sue, Marc and the other regu-

lars. If you haven't helped out before this is a great oppor-

tunity to feel helpful, happy, full filled and appreciated. 

—Richard Schaffer 
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Dancin’ While You Dwell 
By Deacon Bonnie Moore 

One of my favorite Psalms is Psalm 91. There’s so much in 

this psalm that comes to my mind during the Lenten sea-

son, I decided to share it with you.   

Verse one sets the tone: security of the one who trusts in 

our God!  That’s a concept for a whole article but I want to 

share some promises of God that follow that powerful open-

er.  “My God, in whom I trust!”  Between the Advent season 

we’ve just experienced and the Lenten season we are en-

tering, there is much to understand how we can trust in 

God.   

Here are some excerpts from Psalm 91:NASB 

91:1 Those who dwell in the shelter of the Most High will abide 

in the shadow of the Almighty. 

My God, in whom I trust!” 

Your faithfulness is a shield 

You will not be afraid  

For you have made the Lord, my refuge, Even the Most 

High, your dwelling place. 

 
10 No evil will befall you, For God will give the angels charge 

concerning you, to guard you in all your ways.12 They will bear 

you up in their hands, 

“They will call upon Me, and I will answer them; I will be with 

them in trouble; I will rescue them and honor them.” 

16 “With a long life I will satisfy them 

And let them see My salvation.” 

Verse 1 tells use the basis of the rest of this psalm: when 

we dwell, not an occasional drop-in visit on a Sunday morn-

ing or Christmas and Easter, we will abide with the God of 

all creation and things will change in our lives and in us! 

Furthermore, God tells us our faithfulness is a shield, we 

will not be afraid when we make God our refuge, our    

dwelling place.  The promise of angels having charge over 

me, guarding me, lifting me up in their hands, can cause 

me to be Dancin’ On The Inside!  That’s music to dance to! 

 

Knowing if I call upon God, The Holy One will answer me 

and be with me in troubled time.  Knowing the Most Power-

ful One will rescue me and make my feet move to           

“the music!   

“With a long life I will satisfy them and let them see My sal-

vation.”  This doesn’t say we won’t be weary, have difficul-

ties or the Dance won’t have rough steps.  God’s Word tells 

us that in ALL these things we’ll see the power of God at 

work in and for us; it tells us that we can be aware of secu-

rity in the promises of God.   

The world in which we live is focused on being safe, having 

security systems installed in our homes as well as protect-

ing ourselves and loved ones with firearms. The news is 

filled with the awareness to danger.  God does not say that 

these things are not a part of our lives.  God does say that 

the source of our security and peace are based on the 

knowledge of the provision God has made for us, living and 

dwelling in the presence of the Most Holy One. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Psalm 91 is full of the promises God has given us.  This is 

only one of many places the Bible has of the examples of 

peace and security that is ours when we dwell in the pres-

ence of the Living God.  This is more than enough to put our 

trust in the One who created and loves us. It is security for 

those who dwell in the secret place of the Most High God; it 

is enough to be Dancin’ On The Inside! 

 

Dancin’ on the Inside 
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Food for Thought… 
from the Kitchen of Adam Janowski 

As I write this the weather forecast is for tem-

peratures to drop into the 40s. Brrrr! Time for a 

fire in the fireplace and a nice pot of beef stew 

on the stove. My colleague and fellow world 

traveler, Doug Johnson from Two Harbors, Min-

nesota, gave me his recipe for beef stew. His 

addition of just a touch of allspice makes a 

world of difference in the flavor. Enjoy! 

 
Photo courtesy of Morguefile.com 

Two Harbors, Minnesota Beef Stew 

Serves 8 

Ingredients 

2 pounds beef round, cut in 1-inch cubes 

1/4 cup flour 

3 Tablespoons oil or margarine 

2 cups hot water 

2 teaspoons instant beef bullion 

1 medium onion, cut into chunks 

1 clove garlic, diced 

2 teaspoons paprika 

1 teaspoon sugar 

1/2 teaspoon black pepper 

1/8 teaspoon allspice 

2 bay leaves 

Vegetables 

4 medium carrots cut into chunks 

3 medium tomatoes (I use a big can of whole tomatoes) 

1 medium rutabaga, peeled and cut into 1-inch chunks 

1 green pepper cut into thin strips 

2 medium potatoes, cut into 1-inch chunks 

 

Directions 

In Dutch oven, heat oil or margarine over medium high heat. Place 

flour in zip lock bag; shake beef cubes in flour to coat. Brown floured 

beef cubes. Add remaining beef mixture ingredients. Simmer over 

low heat 1 and 1/2 hours. Add all vegetables except potatoes. Sim-

mer 45 minutes or until vegetables are tender. Add potatoes and 

cook until potatoes are softened, about 15-20 minutes. 

“Be advised that if you want a true Minnesota culinary experience, 

you’ll need to add a can of Cream of Mushroom soup to the mix. 

And maybe sprinkle some crushed potato chips on top. But live dan-

gerously and try it as it’s written at least once”…Doug Johnson. 

Adam’s note: Doug’s recipe used canned potatoes. I just couldn’t do 

that. 

In love and service, Adam 

Lent/Easter Services 2020 

Ash Wednesday, February 26 7:00 p.m.  

Palm Sunday, April 5  10:00 a.m. 

Maundy Thursday, April 9  7:00 p.m. 

Good Friday, April 10  7:00 p.m. 

Easter Sunday, April 12  10:00 a.m. 
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Finding Life 
 

The words of Ravi’s father cut deep.  “You’re a complete 

failure.  You’re an embarrassment to the family.”  Compared 

to his talented siblings, Ravi was viewed as a disgrace.  He 

tried excelling in sports, and he did, but he still felt like a 

loser.  He wondered, What is going to be come of me?  Am I 

a complete failure?  Can I get out 

of life some way, painlessly?  

These thoughts haunted him, but 

he talked to no one.  That simply 

wasn’t done in his culture.  He had 

been taught to “keep your private 

heartache private; keep your col-

lapsing world propped up.” 

 

So Ravi struggle alone.  Then while 

he was recovering in the hospital 

after a failed suicide attempt, a 

visitor brought him a Bible opened 

to John 14.  His mother read these 

words of Jesus to Ravi:  “Because I 

live, you also will live” (v. 19).  This 

may be my only hope, he thought.  

A new way of living.  Life as de-

fined by the Author of life.  So he 

prayed, “Jesus, if You are the one who gives life as it is 

meant to be, I want it.”  

 

Life can present despairing moments.  But, like Ravi, we can 

find hope in Jesus who is “the way and the truth and the 

life” (v. 6).  God longs to give us a rich and satisfying life. 

 

Jonathan Hollander 

Deacon St. John the Apostle.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Encontrar la vida 
 

Las palabras del padre de Ravi fueron muy duras: «Eres un 

fracaso total. Una vergüenza para la familia». En compara-

ción con sus talentosos hermanos, a Ravi lo consideraban 

una desgracia. Entonces, intentó destacarse en los de-

portes, y lo logró, pero seguía sintiéndose un perdedor. Se 

preguntaba: ¿Qué va a pasar con-

migo? ¿Soy un fracaso total? 

¿Podré salir adelante de alguna 

manera, sin sufrir? Estos pensam-

ientos lo atormentaban, pero no se 

lo dijo a nadie. En su cultura, no 

estaba bien hablar con otros de 

sus sentimientos. Le habían ense-

ñado: «Mantén en secreto las an-

gustias y permanece firme cuando 

tu mundo se derrumbe». 

 

Por eso, Ravi luchaba solo. Al tiem-

po, mientras se recuperaba en un 

hospital tras un intento fallido de 

suicidio, alguien le llevó una Biblia, 

abierta en Juan 14. Su madre le 

leyó: «porque yo vivo, tú también 

vivirás.  (v. 19). Quizá esta sea mi 

única esperanza —pensó—. Una nueva manera de vivir. La 

vida como la define su Autor. Así que oró: «Jesús, si tú eres 

el que da la vida como se supone que esta debe ser, quiero 

tenerla». 

 

La vida puede volverse desesperante; pero, como Ravi, po-

demos encontrar esperanza en Jesús, porque Él es «el 

camino, y la verdad, y la vida» (v. 6). Dios anhela darnos una 

vida abundante y satisfactoria. 

 

Jonathan Hollander 

Diácono de San Juan Apóstol   

 

Finding Life/Encontrar la vida 
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~ March 2020 ~ 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1  
10a-11a Worship 
Service 

 

2  
 

3  
10a-12p Food Pantry 

6:30p-7:30p Prayer 
Team Meets 

8p-9p Lambda 
Drummer (AA) 

 

4  
10a-12:30p Game 
Day 

6:30p-8p Choir 
Rehearsal 

 

5  
9a-1:30p Lee County 
Health Department 

 

6  
Church Office Closed 

 

7  
Church Office Closed 

2:30p-4:30p GET 
Network Meeting 

6p-7p Discovery in 
Recovery Group - NA 

8p-9p Lambda 
Drummer (AA) 

 

8  
10a-11a Worship 
Service 

 

9  
 

10  
10a-12p Food Pantry 

6:30p-7:30p Prayer 
Team Meets 

8p-9p Lambda 
Drummer (AA) 

 

11  
10a-12:30p Game 
Day 

6:30p-8p Choir 
Rehearsal 

 

12  
 

13  
Church Office Closed 

 

14  
Church Office Closed 

6p-7p Discovery in 
Recovery Group - NA 

8p-9p Lambda 
Drummer (AA) 

 

15  
10a-11a Worship 
Service 

 

16  
 

17 St Patrick 
10a-12p Food Pantry 

6:30p-7:30p Prayer 
Team Meets 

8p-9p Lambda 
Drummer (AA) 

 

18  
10a-12:30p Game 
Day 

6:30p-8p Choir 
Rehearsal 

 

19  
 

20  
Church Office Closed 

 

21  
Church Office Closed 

10:30a-12p Trans Life 
Group 

6p-7p Discovery in 
Recovery Group - NA 

8p-9p Lambda 
Drummer (AA) 

SPRING YARD SALE 
7:30 AM TO 2:00 PM 

22  
10a-11a Worship 
Service 

 

23  
 

24  
10a-12p Food Pantry 

6:30p-7:30p Prayer 
Team Meets 

8p-9p Lambda 
Drummer (AA) 

 

25  
10a-12:30p Game 
Day 

6:30p-8p Choir 
Rehearsal 

 

26  
 

27  
Church Office Closed 

 

28  
Church Office Closed 

6p-7p Discovery in 
Recovery Group - NA 

8p-9p Lambda 
Drummer (AA) 

 

29  
10a-11a Worship 
Service 

 

30  
 

31  
10a-12p Food Pantry 

6:30p-7:30p Prayer 
Team Meets 

8p-9p Lambda 
Drummer (AA) 

 

Notes: 
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Dean’s Pantry 
Another year assisting people in 

our area with food has come 

and gone. Only because of the 

generosity of you were we able 

to serve 998 people in 2019. We 

will continue to keep the pantry 

open in 2020 and give out food 

as we are able. Thank You!  

The Pantry can always use the 

following foods as well as cash 

to shop with: 

 Macaroni & Cheese 

 Cornbread mix 

 Cereal 

 Canned vegetables 

 Pasta 

 Spaghetti sauce 

 Rice 

 Beans 

 Canned meat 

 Any toiletry articles  

—The Food Pantry Staff  

 

 

 

 

 

 

What Is AmazonSmile and how does it benefit St. John the Apostle MCC? 

AmazonSmile (smile.amazon.com) offers all of the same items, prices, and benefits of 

its sister website, Amazon.com, but with one distinct difference. 

When users shop on AmazonSmile, the AmazonSmile Foundation contributes 0.5 per-

cent of eligible purchases to the charity of your choice. Especially for frequent Amazon 

users, this additional perk is a great way to give back to St. John the Apostle MCC, effort-

lessly. 

How does it work? 

AmazonSmile is very simple to use—all you need is an Amazon account. On your first 

visit to the site, you will be asked to log in to your Amazon account with existing 

username and password (you do not need a separate account for AmazonSmile). You 

will then be prompted to choose a charity to support. During future visits to the site, 

AmazonSmile will remember your charity and apply eligible purchases towards your total 

contribution—it is that easy! 

What will my Amazon look like once I have chosen St. John the Apostle, MCC is my chari-

ty of choice? 

This is a screenshot of what your screen will look like (I don’t guarantee you will get a 

picture of Shawn Mendes every time!) when you change to AmazonSmile. Your account 

information and order history remains the same. 

Where can I find out more information about AmazonSmile? 

Click here to get more details. 

Adam’s Note: I set this up on my Amazon account about a year ago. Since that time, 

Amazon has donated $12.75 to St. John the Apolstle, MCC. Easy! Painless! And no 

problems setting up the donation. The donation is made every time I purchase some-

thing through Amazon. I don’t have to do a thing! 

 

https://smile.amazon.com/gp/chpf/about/ref=smi_aas_redirect
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SENIOR PASTOR  

Rev. Steve Filizzi          pastor@sjamcc.com 

CONGREGATIONAL ADMINSTRATOR 

Kurt Hood       admin@sjamcc.com      

BOARD MEMBERS       board@sjamcc.com 

Donna Lusk       Sonny Pillow 

Sharon Massingale      Jason McRae   

Dale Weddlle       Andrew White         

DEACONS                     deaconate@sjamcc.com     

Glenda Enterline       Wanda Neubert 

Jonathan Hollander     Richard Shourds  

Bonnie Moore                 

LAY DELEGATES           delegate@sjamcc.com 

Dan Balcazo 

Sharron Massingale                 

TREASURER     treasurer@sjamcc.com                                   

Dale Gnatek    

MUSIC DEPARTMENT        music@sjamcc.com  

Timothy Kiernan -  Music Director 

Ron Lemke - Assistant Music Director 

Bryan Dietrich - Pianist 

CHURCH OFFICE 

Phone: (239) 344-0012    

Visit Our Website: 

 www.sjamcc.com 

BE A FAN!  

  Follow Us On FACEBOOK    

www.facebook.com/sjamcc  

 

 

 

 

 

OFFICE HOURS 

Monday  through Thursday 

10:00 AM –  2 :00 PM 

 CHURCH DIRECTORY 

mailto:worshipteam@sjamcc.com
mailto:admin@sjamcc.com
mailto:board@sjamcc.com
mailto:worshipteam@sjamcc.com
mailto:delegate@sjamcc.com
http://www.sjamcc.com/
http://www.sjamcc.com/
http://www.sjamcc.com/
https://www.facebook.com/sjamcc
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NEW! 
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 Florida’s Homestead Exemption: 

Are you Eligible? 

If You Owned Florida Real Property in 2019, 

Or Closed On A Florida Real Estate Transaction By December 31, 2019, 

You May Be Eligible To Claim Your Homestead Exemption. 

The Deadline To Claim Your Homestead Exemption Is: 

February 29, 2020! 

Please Call Jack Lewis at (239)839-5927 

If You Have Questions Regarding This Important  

Homeownership Benefit. 

Please visit me online anytime at www.accessjack.com 
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THE CHANNEL AD 

RATES 
 

Prepaid Annual Rates 

Business Cards $75 

1/4 Page  $125 

1/2 Page  $250 

Full Page  $500 

250+ copies of THE CHANNEL are printed 

and distributed six time a year as well as 

posted on our website at 

https://sjamcc.com/ 

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS!!  

To become one, call 344-0012. 

Saint John the Apostle  
Metropolitan Community Church 
3049 McGregor Boulevard 
Fort Myers, FL 33901 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

NON PROFIT ORG. 

U.S. POSTAGE PAID 

FORT MYERS, FL 

PERMIT #048 

                                I             I                                                     

                 I                                                                                                                                                                                                               I                                                               

                 I             I 

To place your ad, please call us 
at 344-0012. Help us reach our 

goal of full-color  printing. 

 

New Rates! 

https://sjamcc.com/

