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Pastor’s Reflections: Laudato Si' 
Those words are an old Italian dialect from Umbria. This is the language of 
St. Francis of Assisi and the beginning of his famous “Canticle of the Crea-
tures.” It simply means “Praise to You”. In this time of fear caused by disas-
trous climate events, whether wind, rain or fire, we need to remember this 
world is a gift from God and we need to take care of it because we are all part 
of God’s creation. We need to reclaim our relationship with all of creation. So 
in the words of St. Francis...  

Most High, all-powerful, good Lord, yours is the praise, the glory and the honor and every 

blessing. To you alone, Most High, do they belong, and no one is worthy to speak your 

name. 

Praised be you, my Lord with all your creatures, especially Sir Brother Sun, who is the day 

through whom you bring us light. 

And he is lovely, shining with great splendor, for he 

heralds you, Most High. 

Praised be you, my Lord, through Sister Moon and 

Stars. In heaven you have formed them, lightsome 

and precious and fair. 

And praised be you, my Lord, through Brother Wind, 

through air and cloud, through calm and every 

weather by which you sustain your creatures. 

Praised be you, my Lord, through Sister Water, so very useful and humble, precious and 

chaste. 

Praised be you, my Lord through Brother Fire, by whom you light up the night, and he is 

handsome and merry, robust and strong. 

Praised be you, my Lord, through our Sister, Mother Earth, who sustains us and directs us 

bringing forth all kinds of fruits and colored flowers and herbs. 

Praised be you, my Lord through those who forgive for your love and who bear sickness 

and trial. 

Blessed are those who endure in peace, for by you, Most High, they will be crowned. 

Praised be you, my Lord, through our Sister Bodily Death from whom no living being can 

escape. 

How dreadful for those who die in mortal sin! How blessed are those she finds in your 

most holy will for the second death can do them no harm. 

O praise and bless my Lord, thank him and serve him humbly but grandly! 

Praise be to you, O God! 

—-Pastor Steve 

The CHANNEL is a newsletter publica-

tion of Saint John the Apostle MCC. Any 

publication or inclusion of any names, 

organizations or businesses do not 

reflect the religious or sexual orienta-

tion or lifestyle of such individuals or 

groups. Any opinions expressed herein 

are those of the writers and do not 

necessarily represent the opinion of 

Saint John the Apostle MCC. Likewise, 

inclusion of advertising from any spon-

sor does not constitute such endorse-

ment by The CHANNEL or Saint John the 

Apostle MCC. Articles printed in The 

CHANNEL may be reprinted by any 

UFMCC church. 

http://sjamcc.com
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MCC Lay Delegate News 

Global Justice Institute Coordinates  

Donations to Help Bahamian Hurricane  

Victims 

Global Justice of MCC 

will partner with Sun-

shine Cathedral, Church 

of the Holy Spirit Song, 

and Etz Chaim, all of 

Fort Lauderdale to raise funds that will be used entirely 

for the victims of Dorian and the supplies they need. 

You can make a financial contribution to this effort via 

this link, Bahamas Hurricane Relief, scroll to the bottom 

of the page and select Special Designation: Bahama Hur-

ricane Relief. Every dollar will go to this important relief 

effort. 

Rev. Troy Perry and National Museum of 

American History 

MCC Founder, Rev. Troy Perry will make a historical 

presentation of person-

al artifacts to the Smith-

sonian Museum in Oc-

tober. Perry states "It is 

an honor to be included 

in the Smithsonian col-

lection, especially the 

National Museum of 

American History. To be 

able to live through the 

history, I believe we 

only remember when 

we save our history. In MCC, we have saved history." 

Twelve items will be in the collection. The most im-

portant to Perry is his beloved copy of Book of Common 

Prayer. The second artifact is a book in which he wrote 

his sermons.  Perry will also send the vestments he wore 

on MCC's 50th anniversary, a gold chasuble and stole. 

You may attend the Smithsonian Presentation at MCC DC 

474 Ridge Street NW, Washington DC, October 6, 11am. 

Live stream MCC DC Facebook Page. Contact MCC DC at 

202 638 7373. 

 

Rev. Elder Dr. Candace Shultis Resigns from 

MCC Council of Elders 

Rev. Shultis submitted 

her resignation as an 

active elder to the 

Moderator the first of 

September. Shultis 

states this does not 

mean she is retiring, 

does not mean she is 

not fully supportive of 

the new Moderator, 

does not mean that 

she is angry or upset 

about anything. She 

states it simply means 

that she no longer feels the joy of the ministry of elder. 

She states she will give her full attention to King of Peace 

MCC, the local church where she serves as Senior Pastor. 

Metropolitan Community Churches 

TRANSFORMING OURSELVES 

AS WE TRANSFORM THE WORLD 

https://www.mccchurch.org/join-the-global-justice-institute-in-assisting-those-affected-by-hurricane-dorian/
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Faith or Fear? 
By Deacon Bonnie Moore 

The world in which we live seems not to change in regard to 

the concept of “fear”!  I never thought I’d be afraid to send my 

children to school.  I would be dealing with fear if the current 

focus of “school safety” were the same two generations ago 

when my sons were students.  The news broadcasts feature 

emphasis on local gun violence, numerous mass shootings as 

well as building up the military.  Weather channel, while trying 

to warn and protect us, features the fear side of the issue ra-

ther than how to protect ourselves from a potential hazard.  

The political events on each day’s new reports can be alarming, 

global warming is creating a completely different universe.  All 

these, and many other situations we experience on a daily ba-

sis can give us “a different beat to dance to.”   

This October 6 is the 50th anniver-

sary of United Fellowship Metropoli-

tan Community Church.  It’s been 50 

years of growth in a global justice 

seeking Christian church.  Rev. Troy 

Perry, the founder, was dealing with 

a number of fearful events back in 

the 1960’s when God led him into 

this ministry.  The phrase “We’re 

Not Afraid Anymore” was written on 

a placard used to picket against the 

injustice of a gay man being fired 

from his job due to his sexual pref-

erence.  This was the first time the 

newly formed church publicly made 

a strong statement against ongoing 

discrimination. The expression 

“We’re Not Afraid Anymore” be-

came a mantra with the 17 burnings 

of buildings where the early church 

met to worship.  It became a mantra 

when the HIV/AIDS crisis affecting the lives of countless people 

and the countless other injustices occurring.  But what hap-

pened was, the slogan written to bolster courage became a 

statement of fact! 

The Bible deals with fear.  It does not deny the fact that human 

beings all experience some level of fear during their lifetime.  

Rather it gives us a way to turn a destructive or negative possi-

bility into an opportunity for God to be present in our lives; a 

spiritual growth event.  The word “fear” is also used in  some 

translations as “fear the holy One, your God”.  This is referring 

to reverence of God, rather than our use of the word “fear”. 

Isaiah 41:10 (NIV) 

 So do not fear, for I am with you; 

    do not be dismayed, for I am your God. 

I will strengthen you and help you; 

    I will uphold you with my righteous right hand. 

This gives us a completely different concept of whom God is 

and what God wants to do in our 

lives.  This opens a door for us to 

allow God to be our source of 

strength when we feel vulnerable or 

weak.  This allows us to be encour-

aged in any or all circumstances, 

regardless of how hopeless they may 

look from our human perspective. 

Many times I’m asked, “how are you 

today,  How do you feel?”  There are 

times when my answer is, “I’m 

Dancin’ on the Inside.”  This is not to 

deny what may be happening in my 

life, or the lives of people dear to 

me; it also does not deny “reality”.  

It does give us the knowledge that a 

Holy God, who’s “love never chang-

es, never fails” (1 Cor. 13:8) is help-

ing us move from fear to faith!  How 

do we move from faith to fear?  By 

“looking unto Jesus, the author and 

finisher of our faith.” (Heb.12:2).  That is the music we “Dance” 

to and the tune we hear.  That is how we move from weakness 

to strength.  That is how we see the good in life.  That is the 

good music that allows our spirits to grow and our souls to be 

joyful.  This is “Dancin’ On The Inside!!” 

Dancin’ on the Inside 
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Food for Thought… 
from the Kitchen of Adam Janowski 

I recruited my husband, John, and my neigh-

bor, Lynn, and the employees that John 

works with at the airport to serve as taste 

testers for the menu I am planning for a 

church event this December. Everything on 

the menu got a thumbs up, but special kudos 

were given for a dessert I call Chantilly Crème 

Cake, which originated in New Orleans. Light 

and rich at the same time, the fresh berries make this a very 

special Southern cake. You are welcome to try out the recipe, 

or, better yet, plan on coming to the dinner and music show 

in December at the church and I will serve it to you! 

Unfortunately, my cake was eaten before I could take a picture! This 

picture is from https://www.modernhoney.com/berry-chantilly-

cream-cake/ 

Chantilly Crème Cake with Fresh Berries 

INGREDIENTS 

1 white or yellow cake mix 

For the Frosting: 

2 cups heavy whipping cream 

1 8 oz. mascarpone cheese chilled 

1.5 cups confectioners’ sugar 

1 teaspoon vanilla bean paste or pure vanilla extract 

For Assembly: 

2/3 cup strawberry jam or jelly 

1 teaspoon water 

1 16 oz. pkg. fresh strawberries, divided 

1 6-8 oz. pkg. blueberries 

 

1 6-8 oz. pkg. raspberries 

1 6-8 oz. pkg. blackberries 

INSTRUCTIONS 

Bake the cake, according to package directions, in a 9x13 inch 

pan. Cool completely. Line deep dish disposable aluminum pan 

with parchment paper allow extra to serve as handles. Transfer 

cake, bottom up to aluminum pan. 

Prepare the frosting: In a large mixing bowl, beat the heavy 

cream for 3 minutes, until stiff peaks form. 

Cover and place in refrigerator. 

In a separate large mixing bowl, place the mascarpone cheese, 

powdered sugar, and vanilla. 

Beat until completely blended, about 2 minutes. Make sure to 

scrape the sides and bottom of the bowl halfway through the 

beating time. 

Fold whipping cream into cream cheese mixture just until all is 

mixed together. 

Cover and place in refrigerator for at least 15 minutes. 

Clean all the berries and pat dry. Thinly slice half the strawber-

ries. 

Add 1 teaspoon water to 2/3 cup strawberry jam. Stir until 

smooth. Spread jam on cake layer. 

Arrange sliced strawberries on jam. 

Spread frosting on top of berries. 

When ready to serve. Remove cake from pan. Slice lengthwise 

into 3 strips. Cut strips into 7 pieces. Plate cake. Garnish the top 

of the cake with more sliced and/or whole berries and fresh 

mint. 

In love and service, Adam 

https://www.modernhoney.com/berry-chantilly-cream-cake/
https://www.modernhoney.com/berry-chantilly-cream-cake/
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Stay Awhile 

All these people were still living by faith when they died.  They 

did not receive the things promised; they only saw them and 

welcomed them from a distance, admitting that they were for-

eigners and strangers on earth.   

Hebrews 11:13 

During a discussion of The Lord of the Rings movie trilogy, a 

teenager said he prefers his stories in books rather than mov-

ies.  When asked why, the young man replied, “With a book, I 

can stay there as long as I want.”  There is something to be 

said for the power of lingering in a book, especially the Bible, 

and “inhabiting” the stories there. 

Hebrews 11, often 

called “the faith 

chapter” of the Bible, 

mentions many indi-

viduals by name.  

Each of these people 

traveled a road of 

difficulty and doubt, 

but many of them 

chose to obey God.  

Scripture describes 

those who lived by 

faith in this way: “All 

these people were 

still living by faith 

when they died.  

They did not receive 

the things promised; 

they only saw them and welcome them from a distance, ad-

mitting that they were foreigners and strangers on earth” (v. 

13).   

How easy it is to rush through our Bible reading without pon-

dering the people and events in the text.  Our self-imposed 

time schedule robs us of going deeper into God’s truth and 

God’s plan for our lives.  Yet, when we are willing to stay 

awhile, we find ourselves caught up in the real-life dramas of 

people like us to chose to stake their lives on God’s faithful-

ness.   

When we open God’s Word, it’s good to recall that we can stay 

as long as we want.   

Jonathan Hollander 

Deacon 

St. John the Apostle, MCC 

 

Quédate un tiempo 

Conforme a la fe murieron todos éstos sin haber recibido lo 

prometido sino (…) creyéndolo…(v. 13).  

Durante un debate sobre la trilogía fílmica El Señor de los anil-

los, un joven dijo que prefiere las historias en libros más que 

en películas.  Explicó: “Con un libro, puedo quedarme allí todo 

el tiempo que quiera”.  Hay una enseñanza respecto al poder 

de permanencia un libro – especial, la Biblia – y “vivir” sus his-

torias.   

Hebreos 11, llamado a menudo “el capítulo de la fe” de la Bib-

lia, menciona el nombre de 19 personas.  Todas recorrieron un 

sendero de dificultades y dudas, pero aun así, decidieron 

obedecer a Dios: 

“murieron todos éstos sin 

haber recibido lo 

prometido, sino mirándo-

lo de lejos, y creyéndolo, 

y saludándolo, y con-

fesando que eran extran-

jeros y peregrinos sobre 

la tierra” (v. 13).   

¡Qué fácil es leer 

rápidamente nuestra Bib-

lia, sin meditar en las per-

sonas y los acontecimien-

tos que menciona!  Nues-

tras agendas autoim-

puestas nos privan de 

profundizar en la verdad 

de Dios y el plan de Dios 

para nuestras vidas.  Sin embargo, cuando estamos dispuestos 

a quedarnos un tiempo con ella, nos sentimos atrapados por 

los dramas de la vida real de personas como nosotros que de-

cidieron aferra sus vidas a la fidelidad de Dios.   

Cuando abrimos la Palabra de Dios, es bueno recordar que 

podemos quedarnos todo el tiempo que queramos.   

Jonathan Hollander 

Diácono  

San Juan Apóstol, MCC.  
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Interactive Ministries 

Part I 

Submitted by Julie Hover 

Interactive ministries (ministries cooperating with one anoth-

er) are the core of the Council of Ministry system.  Our Council 

of Ministries met during the summer to learn about interactive 

ministries.  Carole Weissman, who chaired this meeting, sum-

marized the process and shared with members a form for re-

questing assistance from another ministry. 

 

Success of the interactive ministry process depends upon two 

factors.  First, each ministry must be responsible for fulfilling 

its own mission. Secondly, when asked by another ministry for 

assistance, check to see if it falls within their parameters, if so 

fulfilling that request with their members. 

 

For example, let's suppose that the Maintenance Ministry re-

ceives a request from the Fund Raising Ministry to empty the 

refrigerator and clean the kitchen on December 4th in prepara-

tion for a dinner planned for December 6th.  Although the 

Maintenance Ministry is mostly known for gardening, cleaning 

the kitchen does fall within its mission, so it will agree to the 

request.  

  

The Maintenance Ministry will determine how many persons 

are needed and which of their members will be responsible for 

doing the work.  They will respond to the Fund Raising Minis-

try, providing the names of the volunteers who will clean the 

kitchen on December 4th, and the name of the contact person 

for this group should there be questions or need to impart 

further information. 

 

The two ministries would determine needs and assess the pro-

ject, working together to accomplish the task. 

 

With this in mind, interactive ministries will be established to 

implement three fund raising events this fall:  painting parties 

in October, the yard sale in November, and the formal din-

ner/entertainment event in December.   

 

As this will be a strong test we will examine the working and 

success and shared in Part 2 in the next Channel issue. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Have you ever desired to be an artist? 

Do you think you can paint this cute fellow? 

Join us for wine and fun! 

Thursday Oct. 10 at 1:00 p.m. or  

Friday, Oct. 11 at 6:30 p.m. 

Tickets are $35 each session. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Myopia - Owl Thursday’s class  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Blue Hawaii Friday’s class  
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Membership Class Part 1 - Spiritual Gifts   

Sunday, October 20th after worship service 

 

Membership Class Part 2 - Pizza with the Pastor 

Sunday, October 27th after worship service  

 

Please sign up at the label table 

in the church Parlor! 

Visit the St. John the Apostle, MCC table 

At SWFL Pride 2019 

October 5th from 11:30 to 6:00 p.m. 

Stop by our SJAMCC Table and say hello! 
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 St. John’s Fall Yard Sale 

Saturday, November 9, 2019 

8 a.m. – 2 p.m. 

Yes indeed a great event for St Johns and the neighborhood. Many folks come each year to our sale.  We will start tak-
ing donations on Oct 20

th
. Please follow the guidelines below to make your experience more pleasant. 

 
We hope you will join us by bringing things, helping out the three weeks prior and the day of the sale. Call the office to 
volunteer or better yet see Richard Schaffer in church. The following guidelines will help everyone if you will follow 
them.   
 
Please do not bring items when coming for meetings, groups, or drop items off by the door without letting someone 
know what you are bringing in. It helps to see what you have, hear your story and special instructions. We might ask 
questions about where it is from, value, if it works etc. Please call the church office or Richard to see if someone will be 
there to approve your donation before bringing it over. This request is to avoid items that do not sell, and to ensure the 
group accepting our leftovers will agree to take them. A good rule of thumb is, if you don’t want them, will someone 
else. If the answer if a definite yes, bring it on. Guidelines for you, your neighbors and family, include the following: 
 
WHAT WE WANT 

 

 Clothing and shoes will be accepted.  Not overly worn, washed, folded and labeled with size. Sheets, bed 
spreads also please. 

 Only flat screen TVs please--in working order, with cords and remote control. Instruction books are a plus. 

 Other electronics in working order Must include charging cables, and manuals if you have them. 

 Christmas items are popular at the fall yard sale.  Toys, wrapping paper etc.  Please test lights, trees etc.   

 Vacuum cleaners, appliances, tools. Clean and in working order please. 

 Bikes are popular, better if tires can be inflated.  

 Aides for the elderly often sell, wheel chairs and walkers. 

 Furniture – looking good, and not badly worn.  No cat/dog hair, pet odors, and clean. Coffee tables, end 
tables, chairs ok, but only clean and in good condition. 

 Collectibles sell well. Books, DVD’s and CD’s are popular.  Movies and discs are in their original containers.   

 Jewelry sells well, costume, and real diamonds of course. 

 For items of known value, please tell us and we will try and get a good price.  We can lookup items online. 

 Microwaves, crockpots, coffee pots, cooking gimmicks, etc., are popular, but must be in good shape. Old 
dishes are popular, but not 12-piece dinnerware for a family of 12.   

 
WE DO NOT WANT 
 

 TV’s other than flat screen. Sofa beds. Large entertainment centers, and TV cabinets with a hole cut out. 

 Used mattresses or box springs.   

 Used hospital equipment like urinals and bed pans.  

 Your high school trophies, or coffee mugs from your last 10 places of employment.   

 Art work such as paintings, unless they are from established artists, and of good quality.  
 

What we really need and want is your help of course. There are jobs for every talent and physical ability.  We need eve-
ryone literally. Get the word out. Brings stuff to us. Help us if you can. It is a rewarding ministry which helps our commu-
nity. Invite your friends to shop. We serve lunch also for a nominal fee to shoppers. It is a fun day—for us, the church, 
and our community.    
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Rev. Steve Filizzi          pastor@sjamcc.com 
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Kurt Hood       admin@sjamcc.com      
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Donna Lusk       Shelly Stephens 
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Jason McRae       Sonny Pillow         

DEACONS                     deaconate@sjamcc.com     
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LAY DELEGATES           delegate@sjamcc.com 

Jack Lewis     Dale Weddle 
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TREASURER     treasurer@sjamcc.com                                   

Dale Gnatek    

MUSIC DIRECTOR / ORGANIST 

Don Gouger - Musician 

Bryan Dietrich - Pianist 

Ron Lemke - Musician                                                                    

CHURCH OFFICE 

Phone: (239) 344-0012    

Visit Our Website: 

 www.sjamcc.com 

BE A FAN!  

  Follow Us On FACEBOOK    

www.facebook.com/sjamcc  

 

 

 

 

 

OFFICE HOURS 

Monday  through Thursday 

10:00 AM –  2 :00 PM 

 CHURCH DIRECTORY 

mailto:worshipteam@sjamcc.com
mailto:admin@sjamcc.com
mailto:board@sjamcc.com
mailto:worshipteam@sjamcc.com
mailto:delegate@sjamcc.com
http://www.sjamcc.com/
http://www.sjamcc.com/
http://www.sjamcc.com/
https://www.facebook.com/sjamcc
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Too often people shopping for their new home focus on an Open Concept Floorplan, how many bedrooms 

and bathrooms, upgrades, crown molding, stainless steel appliances, of course granite, good schools – 

the list goes on and on. “HGTV” has programmed our society to be mindful of their must haves, and not   

to settle for something. As I help buyers look for their new home, I work diligently to be sure they pay     

attention to the importance of their new neighborhood. This is after all where they will retire, or raise         

a family, spend their winter weekends with windows and sliders open enjoying the seasonal bliss of com-

fortable levels of temperature and humidity.  

My Godparents were my Mom and Dad’s neighbors and best friends from Avon Lake, Ohio: Don and Laura 

Shirk. My best friend growing up: Karl Ketterer and I raced Big Wheels, rode wagons, and climbed trees 

together. To this day I am able to remember our street’s Block Parties and the fun we shared; the sadness 

of a family with kids moving away; the joy of finding out that a new family had kids as they were moving in. 

Just recently, the house next door to us got a new family. This house has been one of those houses that 

since we moved in, have not been able to keep a family, people in and out - until now.  

We now have an Army Veteran, his wife, 4 young children, and 2 large dogs. The house is now magically 

being transformed into a home: school projects being completed in the garage and driveway, dogs sneak-

ing out of the yard, kids riding bikes and playing/giggling/screaming in the pool for hours! A new family’s 

memories are being made and the neighborhood is welcoming and supporting them. This is a valuable 

commodity that cannot be bought or sold; the feeling of neighborhood is created. Please access Jack if 

you would like to discuss the value of neighborhood in your next home. 

  

New Neighbors 

       Please       ccessJack at: 239.839.5927     @ 
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1/4 Page  $125 
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Full Page  $500 

250+ copies of THE CHANNEL are printed 
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posted on our website at 

https://sjamcc.com/ 
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To become one, call 344-0012. 
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Metropolitan Community Church 
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Fort Myers, FL 33901 
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