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Pastor’s Reflections: Tongues of  Fire 
At General Conference of MCC this past month, I experienced a profound 

Pentecostal experience. Not in a normal way but in the experience of the 

diversity of God’s people.  

You see, my eyes were open in a profound 

way to MCC’s global reach. We have four 

official languages; English, Spanish, Portu-

guese, and German. We lived into this reality at Conference. 

At the Business meeting, we had the situation of a delegate 

from Brazil addressing Conference. He could only speak 

Portuguese. So another delegate who spoke Portuguese 

and Spanish translated into Spanish. Another delegate 

translated the Spanish into English. It took a while but we 

were able to hear one another. It was a Pentecost moment.  

We were blessed by God’s presence again at worship. Pas-

tor Alexya Lucas Evangelista preached Wednesday evening 

service. She is the first Transgender clergy in Brazil. She 

does not speak English, so she would speak and someone translated for us. We were able 

to hear one another. The power of God’s love breaks down barriers when we co-operate 

with God. So remember: God loves you. Dios te ama. Gott liebt Sie. Deus te ama.                                                                                                         

                                                                                                                               —-Pastor Steve 

 

 

 

 The CHANNEL is a newsletter publica-

tion of Saint John the Apostle MCC. Any 

publication or inclusion of any names, 

organizations or businesses do not 

reflect the religious or sexual orienta-

tion or lifestyle of such individuals or 

groups. Any opinions expressed herein 

are those of the writers and do not 

necessarily represent the opinion of 

Saint John the Apostle MCC. Likewise, 

inclusion of advertising from any spon-

sor does not constitute such endorse-

ment by The CHANNEL or Saint John 

the Apostle MCC. Articles printed in 

The CHANNEL may be reprinted by any 

UFMCC church. 

Former MCC Moderator Nancy Wilson, Newly-Elected Moderator Cecilia Eggleston and 

MCC Founder Troy Perry at General Conference. 

http://sjamcc.com
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Metropolitan Community Church General Conference 2019 
Social Justice Awareness 

The General Conference was packed with events from sun up to 

way past sun down. Attendees experienced a variety of semi-

nars, lectures, and plenaries in addition to a multitude of wor-

ship services! An underlying theme of strength and resilience 

was palpable within the Orlando Hilton. The schedule included 

four events that guided my path: 1) Sunday Morning Services by 

Joy MCC with Rev Terri preaching and their choir singing; 2) A 

book discussion with the author, Robert W Fieseler, Tinder Box: 

The Untold Story of the Upstairs Lounge Fire and the Rise of Gay 

Liberation; 3) Workshop 1: Incarnation at the Intersection of 

Catastrophe; and 4) Pilgrimage to the Pulse.  

The conference in Orlando was announced three years ago dur-

ing the General Conference in Victoria, British Columbia. The 

human race had suffered 

an unthinkable tragedy, 

the Pulse Nightclub 

shooting just weeks be-

fore on June 12, 2016. 

Rev. Terri of Joy MCC, 

Orlando was in attend-

ance, even though on 

vigilant watch over her 

congregation and city, 

having experienced the 

largest mass shooting on 

the LGBTQ community 

on U.S. soil in history. I, 

like so many of us, am 

able to empathize with 

the tragic losses we 

suffer in our world, but 

as the tragedies multiply, 

I have become galva-

nized to the suffering. 

The overwhelming climate of this 2019 General Conference be-

gan to wear away my personal galvanization and the raw emo-

tion of pride began to rust my emotions.  

On Sunday morning, June 30, 2019, I arrived  just in time to be 

seated among 300-400 people for the Joy MCC-hosted worship--

-to my right a young Brazilian Minister and his husband, to my 

left a retired woman from Suncoast MCC in Venice, Florida. This 

was a celebration of the forty nine angels who had passed onto 

their reward and the fifty three plus injured on Sunday June 12, 

2016. There was testimony, song, praise, and a continued call for 

justice for the rights of the LGBTQ community from Rev Terri, 

her choir, deaconate, and other MCC ministers and staff. This 

service was uplifting as live band music filled the air. With most 

everyone standing, I felt one with the Holy Spirit as it moved 

through this loving crowd of congregants. The Pilgrimage to 

Pulse was mentioned and we were encouraged to  attend fol-

lowing the closing worship. 

While at General conference in 2016, there was a special screen-

ing of Upstairs Inferno, a documentary film released in 2015 fea-

turing commentary from Rev. Elder Troy Perry. Prior to Pulse, 

the Upstairs Lounge had been the scene of the largest gay mass 

murder with thirty two souls lost forty three years ago on June 

24, 1973. I chose not to attend that screening, fearing  its graphic 

nature and my personal inability to stomach an hour and a half 

of explicit tragedy. However, with an energized constitution fol-

lowing Sunday morning worship, I attended the discussion on 

the book written about the tragedy, with the author, Robert W 

Fieseler. His book not 

only outlined the story 

but featured the story of 

Rev. Bill Larson,  or-

dained by Troy Perry, 

who overcame a trage-

dy-filled life to become  

Pastor of the New Orle-

ans MCC. Fieseler’s dis-

cussion detailed the life 

of Bill Larson and the 

strength of faith he, as a 

gay Pastor, had in his 

church and God. His 

death was just recently 

recognized and memori-

alized in the NY Times 

“Overlooked no More” 

Obituary series, forty- 

three years after his 

murder. This discussion 

was an intimate setting, facilitated by the author, with about 

twenty five participants including the Rev. Elder Troy Perry. Mr. 

Fieseler was visibly overwhelmed by Perry’s presence, the timing 

of the NY Times Obituary, and by two individuals present---who 

remembered that the gay bars they frequented in Indiana and 

New Jersey, respectfully told how those establishments partici-

pated in blood drives and donation collections to help the vic-

tims and their families in New Orleans that summer of 1973. 

(Continued on Page 6) 

The Pulse Nightclub Memorial in Orlando, Florida, site of the largest mass shooting on the 

LGBTQ community on U.S. soil. 
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CROSSROADS 
By Deacon Bonnie Moore 

Have you ever come to a “crossroad” in your life where there is 

a choice to be made that can have unknown impact?  Recently 

that was my experience and frankly, it surprised me.  I was at 

the MCC General Conference with people from all over the 

world gathered to deal with the business of the church and its 

future calling while at the same time a major change in leader-

ship.  Now that’s a crossroad with impact!  While being aware 

of the gravity of marathon business meetings, decisions to be 

made and the growth we could experience by the manner in 

which all this as individuals as well as a world-wide church de-

nomination in the midst of growing pains, little did I know I’d 

have my own personal one.  Hmmm…  Sometimes Dancin’ on 

the Inside gives us a melody unknown, an unexpected beat or 

words to the tune we thought we’d already learned.   God can 

teach us a new dance, give us another chance to learn what we 

thought we’d learned long ago.  But always done in Love and 

with Grace; that’s how we know it’s God dancin’ with us. 

Crossroads require us to take action, often in the midst of anxi-

ety, fear or indecision.  A crossroad can appear at unexpected 

times when we least imagine a change of direction.  I experi-

enced a personal crossroad at this recent General Conference 

while thinking it was the crossroad moment for the church at 

large, not my little space in the greater picture.  I’d volun-

teered to participate in the Worship Services thinking it should-

n’t be of concern; I have been serving God this way for nearly 

40 years.  A dance of familiarity: sense of confidence!  So when 

I was given a contemporary reading that was a poem I was 

familiar with but not comfortable reading aloud to hundreds of 

people my “crossroad” had a big red light!  No matter how 

many times I read it silently or out loud, I could not get a 

rhythm.  Perhaps you know the poem “The Road Not Taken” 

by Robert Frost. Remember the last line;  

“Two road diverged in a wood, and I— 

I took the one less traveled by, 

And that has made all the difference.” 

 

 

It was followed by a responsive reading: 

One:  In these human words, God’s voice can be heard. 

All:  Thanks be to God. 

It is true; God’s voice can be heard in many places, times, ways 

and means.  The issue isn’t whether I had a gazillion years of 

practice, knew the music, heard the beat, could dance the 

dance.  The crossroads were could I choose to let go, and let 

God? 

After deciding I was not capable to give the message God 

wanted spoken, I chose to trust God for all that was needed, to 

truly let go and let God…again.  I sat down with shaking relief 

that I’d at least not messed it up, read the wrong line, lost my 

place or coughed or some other missed beat, wrong step.  You 

know: all the things you see at a dance when the dancer is to-

tally out of step.  So when three elders and a number of pas-

tors gave me a thumbs up, I breathed a large “thank you” in 

prayer to a God who always answers when we get out of the 

way and give it to God.  

“Now to God who is able to do immeasurably more than all we 

ask or imagine, according to God’s power that is at work within 

us.” Ephesians 3:20.  That’s what I heard when a pastor I’d 

never seen before said to me, “are you the one who read that 

poem last night?  I’ve never heard it read so incredibly perfect 

as you read it.”  I told him it was because I gave it to God. 

He smiled and walked into worship service.  

Sometimes the 

dance of life has 

crossroads:  to 

take the road 

that “has made 

all the differ-

ence”, to dance 

in the silence, to 

dance in the 

struggles, to 

dance in the 

changes, to dance with grace, to dance with joy, to dance in 

trust, to take the “road less travelled”.  God tells us allow Holy 

power to transform you, to just stand up and dance with Me!   

Dancin’ on the Inside 
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Food for Thought… 
from the Kitchen of Adam Janowski 

On the farm strawberries were a sign of good things to come from 

the garden, being one of the first fruits ready to harvest. My first job 

at age thirteen was picking strawberries on a neighboring farm. I 

arrived late and was given an already-picked row to scavenge for the 

odd red berry. My meager results were noted two hours later at 

lunchtime, when my career as a fruit-picker was abruptly cancelled 

due to poor performance. That was the first and only time I was fired 

from a job. My mother was very disappointed! I, not so much. How-

ever, I do have a lot of respect and gratitude for people who pick 

vegetables for a living! 

I brought this cake in for Sunday coffee a few weeks ago and re-

ceived some nice compliments. It’s an easy cake to make, just be 

sure to use very ripe strawberries! 

Strawberry Summer Sheet Cake 

INGREDIENTS 

9 tablespoons unsalted 

butter, softened 

3/4 teaspoon fine sea or 

table salt 

1 1/2 cups plus 3 table-

spoons (40 grams) granulat-

ed sugar 

1 large egg 

1 large egg yolk 

1 1/2 teaspoons vanilla extract 

3/4 cup whle milk 

2 1/4 teaspoons baking powder 

2 1/4 cups all-purpose flour 

1 1/2 pounds of the freshest strawberries, hulled and halved 

DIRECTIONS 

Heat oven to 350°F (180°C). 

Lightly coat the sides and corners of a 9×13-inch cakepan with but-

ter or nonstick spray, and fit the bottom with a rectangle of parch-

ment paper.  

In a large bowl, beat butter, salt, and 1 1/2 cups of the granulated 

sugar until light and fluffy. Add egg, yolk, and vanilla and beat until 

combined. Add milk and mix until (updated) combined.  

Sift together baking powder and flour. Stir to insure that the baking 

powder is completely distributed. Add flour to butter mixture and 

beat until just combined. 

Spread batter in prepared pan. Arrange strawberries tightly on bat-

ter, cut side down. Sprinkle with remaining 3 tablespoons of sugar. 

Don’t scrimp on the sugar. 

Bake until golden brown and a toothpick inserted into the cake 

comes out free of wet batter — about 45 to 48 minutes. Let cool in 

pan on a rack. Cut into squares and serve as is, or with lightly sweet-

ened whipped cream. 

Meet STJAMCC’S new Music Director and 

Assistant Music Director 

Timothy Kiernan began his public ed-

ucation career in Broward County in 

1994. He went on to win Broward 

“Arts Teacher of the Year” in 1996. In 

1998, he founded and grew The En-

tertainment Theater Group, Inc. in 

Coral Springs, Florida. During his time 

there, he guided the company growth 

from startup to a regional contender. 

In 2007, he expanded into the Chica-

go theatre world and groomed a new 

cast of young talent spread through 

the New York Broadway market to 

this day. In 2014, he chose to re-

turn to Florida and took a position 

in Collier County for three years. 

Currently, Mr. Kiernan is the Arts 

Department director at Trafalgar 

Middle School, Choir Director for 

the Indian Creek Church /Resort 

and Theater  / Choral director at Ft. 

Myers School of Music. Mr. Kiernan 

is excited to take on his new role at 

SJAMCC and he looks forward to 

beginning choir on Wednesday, July 

24 and Wednesday, July 31 at 6:30 

p.m. in preparation of starting on 

Sunday August 4.  

Ron Lemke has been a church organ-

ist for more than sixty five years 

starting in his hometown of Ocono-

mowoc, Wisconsin. Ron began play-

ing in the seventh grade and later 

studied music theory and improvisa-

tion at Vandercook School of Music in 

Chicago, Illinois. Ron has been a mas-

ter violinist for fourteen years and 

played in two symphony orchestras 

and played B flat clarinet in two 

marching bands. Ron has been 

blessed with opportunities to march 

in Rose Bowl parades and Presiden-

tial inaugurations. In addition to all of Ron’s years in music, he 

was an RN in Illinois and worked in Diagnostic Radiology and in 

Hemodialysis for eighteen years. It is Ron’s pleasure to now be 

playing at St. John the Apostle MCC and be part of the music          

ministry. 

Timothy Kiernan 

Music Director 

Ron Lemke 

Asst. Music Director 
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I had the opportunity to give the Sermon on Pride Sunday on 

June 30, 2019. The message of my sermon was that we need 

to celebrate our diversity. So with that theme in common, 

there were flags displayed in the Sanctuary. The flags repre-

sented Non-Binary, Transgendered, GLBTQ+ community, 

Straight-Allies and Pansexuals. There certainly could have been 

more flags to be displayed. So, why focus on Diversity? Diversi-

ty comes in many forms: gender, race, religion, sexual orienta-

tion, age, culture, socioeconomic background, etc. All of these 

contribute to an individual’s unique experience of the world. 

Sometimes we need to take a step back and examine the pres-

ence of diversity in our own life. How diverse is your church? 

Neighborhood? Place of work? Group of friends? Is diversity 

something we should strive for in all aspects of our lives? Here 

are 5 reasons why I think we should: 

1. Productivity. Bringing together peo-

ple of various backgrounds with differ-

ent life experiences can generate ideas 

or perspectives that others may not 

have ever considered or been aware of. 

Everyone has their own way of viewing a 

problem, shaped by the individual expe-

riences that they have had. When tack-

ling an issue, wouldn’t it be better to 

have multiple interpretations and ap-

proaches, rather than everyone contrib-

uting the same thoughts and conclu-

sions? 

2. Becoming a World Citizen. If you ex-

perience diversity in your every day life, 

you will have regular exposure to peo-

ple, cultures, traditions, and practices 

that are unlike your own. You will learn 

the skills to communicate and interact 

with communities and concepts that 

you are unfamiliar with and gain a more worldly view. 

3. Perspective. Hearing about another’s experience can shed 

light on a life different than your own and provide you a new 

perspective. When you compare your struggles, priorities, and 

values, you can really begin to comprehend where an individu-

al is coming from and understand his or her actions and behav-

iors. Perhaps talking to someone new will change your mindset 

and priorities, or at least make you appreciate another’s moti-

vations and hardships. 

 

 

4. Growing Acceptance, Diminishing Discrimination. Pro-

moting diversity is the first step to not just “tolerance,” but 

true acceptance. Through growing contact with, exposure to, 

and communication between new people with unique ideas, 

individuals may see that they may have more in common than 

they thought. Or, they may still be remarkably different, and 

that is okay, too! Increasing familiarity with these differences 

can alter perspectives (see #3), facilitate acceptance, and di-

minish the misconceptions and prejudices that fuel discrimina-

tion. 

5. Richer Life Experience. Diversity is colorful! What if every-

one who surrounded you was exactly like you, in every way? 

Where is the fun in that? We need new ideas, views, and prac-

tices to stimulate and inspire us, to show us the way others 

eat, celebrate, and love! 

Together, our differences make a strong, beautiful, world com-

munity. Even in the face of intolerance, discrimination, and 

violence, we must not forget to spread the word about the 

importance of diversity and to respond to that violence with a 

love and a celebration of our differences. 

Jonathan Hollander, Deacon St. John the Apostle.   

(Spanish Translation on Page 7) 

 

We Will Sing and We Will Dance. Reflections on Pride Sunday 

Cantaremos y bailaremos.  Reflexiones sobre el Domingo del Orgullo 
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(Cont. from Page 2) 

On Thursday, July 4th, I attended the Incarnation at the Inter-

section of Catastrophe, a panel discussion featuring Pastoral 

Staff who have managed tragedy in the life of their ministry at 

their congregation. Rev. Presley Sutherland, Open Arms MCC 

Hawaii, discussed his recent experience with the lava erup-

tions that blanketed his community; Rev Troy Treash, Resur-

rection MCC Houston, discussed the aftermath of Hurricane 

Harvey and the rebuilding of their church community; and Rev. 

Terri Steed Pierce, Joy MCC Orlando, discussed Pulse and its 

impact on Orlando, the United States, and the world. Rev Terri 

provided a timeline of events beginning when she became 

aware of the incident as she was getting ready for Sunday 

worship service, and that there had been a shooting nearby. 

This news unfolded as she continued to prepping for church 

with multiple phone calls, a barrage of news reports, and bar-

ricaded streets surrounding the Pulse nightclub, just minutes 

from her church. As the impact of the tragedy intensified, MCC 

members, clergy, and then Moderator Rev. Dr. Nancy Wilson 

mobilized to provide support to the “Gay Church”. Government 

officials called for her to lock things down to protect them-

selves fearing that the church would be targeted next with a 

copycat style shooting, or even as part of the plan of attack. 

As Rev. Terri calmly and firmly explained, all they could do is 

“church”, the people in her community needed to see and 

experience “church” and that’s what she did with an immedi-

ate vigil that night on Orange Avenue South near the Pulse 

nightclub. 

On my personal pilgrimage to Pulse, I didn’t know what to ex-

pect, but I had to go immediately. Following Rev Terri’s re-

marks I drove the few minutes to Pulse. I parked nearby. It 

was a quiet 4th of July morning. The building itself was visible 

but surrounded by a 10 foot black wall, covered in art, photo-

graphs, graphics, words, poems and lyrics. There was memo-

rabilia, flowers, jewelry, and many other mementos placed 

carefully near where loved ones were lost. I recognized some 

other MCC Conference attendees; there was hushed conver-

sation, some boisterous laughter, people sitting somberly on 

the ground, and people walking to and from the nearby Dun-

kin Donuts with coffee. I didn’t know anyone. I could feel my 

throat begin to tighten on this breezy, hot, overcast day – a 

hint of thunder rumbling somewhere. I found a glassed win-

dow that provided a view of the building itself. The first win-

dow in the wall was massive and looked in on the 48 names 

of the murdered victims, and one “dove” representing a victim 

whose family had requested anonymity.   

This window also allowed the observer to see doors that may 

have been used by those named persons coming and going 

from the bar that evening – the way people come and go from 

a bar late on a Saturday evening, the way my friends and I 

have come and gone from a bar late on a Saturday evening.   

My eyes began to well with tears, as I remembered the back 

doors to “The Office Pub” and the old “Tubbys” near Old Time 

Pottery, here in Ft Myers, and the number of times I had safely 

passed through those back doors. As I stood staring through 

that glass at the back of the building, a young lady, thirty-

something, came and stood next to me and stared in the win-

dow, I could hear her softly sobbing. She turned to me and 

said, “I’m visiting here from California, may I please give you a 

hug?” We hugged for a moment in time, she stepped away 

and thanked me, she said she needed to feel life again. I 

stayed at the window for a moment longer as she moved back 

toward East Kaley St. 

As so often we hear that God presents us with things as we 

need them, or that we may need to experience them. I was 

presented with an awareness of social justice at MCC General 

Conference 2019, an experience that will resonate and in-

crease in volume as I further my exploration by reading the 

Robert Fieseler work and watching the Upstairs Inferno film. 

Thank you to the congregation of SJAMCC for providing the 

travel expenses for Pastor, Sharron, and myself to attend Gen-

eral Conference July 1-5, 2019. 

Better the little that the righteous have than the wealth of 

many wicked; for the power of the wicked will be broken, but 

the LORD upholds the righteous. 

—Psalm 37:16-17 

What is your most important capital; your money or your char-

acter? I can assure you; this question will be asked of you a 

myriad of ways; quite often at the worst of all possible times 

when you are most vulnerable. Martin Luther supposedly said 

that the last thing to get converted in a man was his wallet. So, 

will you choose the little of the righteous over the wealth of 

many wicked? Hmmm! Tough question in a pinch. So, let's 

make that decision now before the circumstances change. 

God, God's Kingdom, God's will, and God's righteousness 

come first, right? 

Jonathan Hollander Deacon St. John the Apostle 

Mejor lo poco que tienen los justos que la riqueza de muchos 

malvados; porque el poder de los malvados será quebrantado, 

pero el SEÑOR sostiene a los justos. 

-Salmo 37:16-17 

¿Cuál es su capital más importante, su dinero o su carácter? 

Puedo asegurarles que esta pregunta se les hará de muchas 

maneras; muy a menudo en el peor de los casos, cuando son 

más vulnerables. Martín Lutero supuestamente dijo que lo 

último que se convirtió en un hombre fue su billetera. Entonc-

es, ¿elegirás lo poco de los justos sobre la riqueza de muchos 

malvados? Hmmm! Una pregunta difícil en un apuro. Así que 

tomemos esa decisión ahora antes de que cambien las circun-

stancias. Dios, el Reino de Dios, la voluntad de Dios y la justi-

cia de Dios son lo primero, ¿verdad? 

Traducción realizada con el traductor www.DeepL.com/ 

TranslatorJonathan Hollander Diacono de St. John the Apostle 
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(Cont. from Page 5) 

Tuve la oportunidad de dar el Sermón del Orgullo el 30 de junio 

de 2019.  El mensaje principal de mi sermón fue que nece-

sitamos celebrar nuestra diversidad.  Así que con ese tema en 

común, había banderas desplegadas en el Santuario.  Las ban-

deras representaban a la comunidad No Binaria, Transgénero, 

GLBTQ+, Aliados Heterosexuales y Pansexuales.  Ciertamente 

podría haber habido más banderas para ser exhibidas.  Entonc-

es, ¿por qué centrarse en la diversidad? La diversidad se manifi-

esta de muchas formas: género, raza, religión, orientación sexu-

al, edad, cultura, antecedentes socioeconómicos, etc. Todo esto 

contribuye a la experiencia única de un individuo en el mundo. 

A veces necesitamos dar un paso atrás y examinar la presencia 

de la diversidad en nuestra propia vida. ¿Qué tan diversa es su 

iglesia? ¿Vecindario? ¿Lugar de trabajo? ¿Grupo de amigos? ¿Es 

la diversidad algo por lo que debemos luchar en todos los as-

pectos de nuestras vidas? He aquí 5 razones por las que creo 

que deberíamos hacerlo: 

1. Productividad. Reunir a personas de diferentes orígenes con 

diferentes experiencias de vida puede generar ideas o perspec-

tivas que otros quizás nunca hayan considerado o de 

las que no hayan sido conscientes. Cada uno tiene su 

propia manera de ver un problema, moldeado por las 

experiencias individuales que ha tenido. Cuando se 

aborda un tema, ¿no sería mejor tener múltiples inter-

pretaciones y enfoques, en lugar de que todos aporten 

los mismos pensamientos y conclusiones? 

2. Convertirse en ciudadano del mundo. Si usted ex-

perimenta la diversidad en su vida diaria, tendrá una 

exposición regular a personas, culturas, tradiciones y 

prácticas que son diferentes a las suyas. Aprenderás las 

habilidades para comunicarte e interactuar con comun-

idades y conceptos con los que no estás familiarizado y 

adquirir una visión más mundana. 

3. Perspectiva. Escuchar acerca de la experiencia de 

otra persona puede arrojar luz sobre una vida diferente 

a la suya y proporcionarle una nueva perspectiva. Cuan-

do comparas tus luchas, prioridades y valores, realmen-

te puedes empezar a comprender de dónde viene un 

individuo y entender sus acciones y comportamientos. 

Tal vez hablar con alguien nuevo cambie tu forma de 

pensar y tus prioridades, o al menos te haga apreciar 

las motivaciones y dificultades de los demás. 

4.Aceptación creciente, disminución de la discrimi-

nación.  Promover la diversidad es el primer paso no 

sólo hacia la "tolerancia", sino hacia una verdadera 

aceptación. A través del creciente contacto, exposición 

y comunicación entre personas nuevas con ideas 

únicas, los individuos pueden ver que pueden tener más en 

común de lo que pensaban. O bien, pueden ser notablemente 

diferentes, ¡y eso también está bien! Aumentar la familiaridad 

con estas diferencias puede alterar las perspectivas (ver #3), 

facilitar la aceptación y disminuir los conceptos erróneos y los 

prejuicios que alimentan la discriminación. 

5. Experiencia de vida más rica. La diversidad es colorida! ¿Y si 

todos los que te rodean fueran exactamente como tú, en todos 

los sentidos? ¿Dónde está la diversión en eso? Necesitamos 

nuevas ideas, puntos de vista y prácticas para estimularnos e 

inspirarnos, para mostrarnos la forma en que otros comen, cele-

bran y aman! 

Juntos, nuestras diferencias hacen una comunidad mundial 

fuerte y hermosa. Incluso frente a la intolerancia, la discrimi-

nación y la violencia, no debemos olvidarnos de difundir la im-

portancia de la diversidad y responder a esa violencia con un 

amor y una celebración de nuestras diferencias. 

Jonathan Hollander, Diácono San Juan Apóstol.   

Traducción realizada con el traductor ww.DeepL.com/Translator 

 

Emergency Contact List 

Saint John the Apostle MCC 

The Safety Ministry is compiling an emergency contact list so 

that the church can send alerts to congregants in case of 

hurricane or tornado warnings, or other events that could 

lead to the cancellation of a worship service or major gather-

ing. 

If you would like to be part of such a list, please give us your 

information below. 

The primary method of contact will be text messaging. How-

ever, we can also send emails to anyone who doesn’t have a 

cellphone but still wishes to be included. 

Name        

Cell phone number      

Cell phone carrier (if you know it)    

Email address       

 

Return this form to Andy Buck or place in the offering plate 

at church. 
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Dean’s Pantry 

Below is a list of items the 

Pantry can always use. We 

accept other items as well as 

cash or checks to replenish 

the shelves: 

As always, know you will be 

blessed by your donations of 

food, money, and time to the 

Pantry.  

 

Pinto Beans 

Mac and Cheese 

Pasta Sauce 

Spaghetti 

Canned Vegetables 

Box Cereal 

Fruit Cups 

Jiffy Cornbread Mix 

Any toiletry items 

Paper towels/TP  

Canned Meats 

Two years ago this month, several members of 

Saint John the Apostle MCC met with a community 

liaison officer from the Fort Myers Police Depart-

ment. And out of that, a Safety Ministry was born. 

The officer made a number of observations and 

recommendations that the committee spent the 

next year addressing: clearing hallways (i.e. poten-

tial evacuation routes); installing security mirrors; 

installing window blinds on the southern windows 

(which also potentially helped cool portions of the 

building); requesting that the doors be re-keyed 

and that the number of keys distributed be re-

stricted; minimizing the rocks and stones that are 

used in the landscaping; and so on. The committee also met with a 35-year veteran of 

the Sheriff’s Office, who led a training session on emergency response. 

The Ministry’s latest efforts began with monthly meetings this February, which have fo-

cused on a few projects. It’s compiling a contact list for the church staff to use in case 

the congregation needs to receive an emergency alert—for example, if a hurricane or 

tornado warning requires the cancellation of a worship service. It’s in the early stages of 

drafting an emergency response plan that will include a floor map of the building and 

recommendations on how to respond—as a group and individually—to different kinds of 

emergency situations. It’s assisting in the effort to keep the grounds clean, to look out 

for broken windows and locks, and to keep an eye on faulty restroom facilities, the latter 

of which members of the Hospitality Ministry have generously agreed to assist in moni-

toring early Sunday mornings. It’s also slightly modified a few usher responsibilities. 

If any congregants would like to be on the emergency contact list, please reach out to 

the church staff or to Andy Buck of the Safety Ministry. Andy is also interested in hearing 

from anyone who would like to be part of a team who will volunteer to periodically check 

in on the church during weeknights. There is safety in numbers! 

Safety Ministry at St. John the Apostle MCC 
Submitted by Andy Buck 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

Serving breakfast  

Set-up and serve food on day of sale, hot dogs, 

sodas, etc. 

Sorters  

Pricers 

Clean-up crew 

Sales and staffing 

Also looking for people willing to pick up items that 

require a bigger car or pick-up truck. 

Volunteers willing to be at church during office 

hours and/or weekends to approve and accept 

items. 

DONATIONS NEEDED 

Home goods, Appliances, Toys, Tools, Electronics. 

Clothes, Furniture, Art work, Jewelry, Bedding, Lamps, Christmas and Holiday items, Yard 

items, Bikes, Shovels and rakes, Books, CDs, DVDs 

Save the Date!  

SJMCC Semi-Annual Yard Sale 

November 9, 2019, 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
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SENIOR PASTOR  

Rev. Steve Filizzi          pastor@sjamcc.com 

CONGREGATIONAL ADMINSTRATOR 

Kurt Hood       admin@sjamcc.com      

BOARD MEMBERS       board@sjamcc.com 

Donna Lusk       Shelly Stephens 

Jack Lewis       Sharron Massingale   

Jason McRae       Sonny Pillow         

DEACONS                     deaconate@sjamcc.com     

Glenda Enterline       Wanda Neubert 

Jonathan Hollander     Richard Shourds  

Bonnie Moore                 

LAY DELEGATES           delegate@sjamcc.com 

Jack Lewis     Dale Weddle 

Sharron Massingale/Alternate Delegate                 

TREASURER     treasurer@sjamcc.com                                   

Dale Gnatek    

MUSIC DIRECTOR / ORGANIST 

Don Gouger - Musician 

Bryan Dietrich - Pianist 

Ron Lemke - Musician                                                                    

CHURCH OFFICE 

Phone: (239) 344-0012    

Visit Our Website: 

 www.sjamcc.com 

BE A FAN!  

  Follow Us On FACEBOOK    

www.facebook.com/sjamcc  

 

 

 

 

 

OFFICE HOURS 

Monday  through Thursday 

10:00 AM –  2 :00 PM 

 CHURCH DIRECTORY 

mailto:worshipteam@sjamcc.com
mailto:admin@sjamcc.com
mailto:board@sjamcc.com
mailto:worshipteam@sjamcc.com
mailto:delegate@sjamcc.com
http://www.sjamcc.com/
http://www.sjamcc.com/
http://www.sjamcc.com/
https://www.facebook.com/sjamcc
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Are you bundled up in your insurance policies? Do you know if that bundle is saving you money or costing you 

money? Is your auto insurer really the best company at insuring your property as well and vice versa? This is 

the time of year that we are all encouraged to have our household affairs in order in the event of a hurricane. 

Lee County Government and the local television stations are sponsoring hurricane readiness publications as 

well as preparedness seminars. Window/Door, Garage Door, and Generator Companies are sponsoring these 

local events and publications - touting safety and savings with the implementation of their products.  

Savings, savings, savings… However, the savings will only be realized with a diligent investment of time and 

finances. A good first call would be to your insurance agent to discuss your current policies. Find out if they 

have competitively shopped your policies prior to renewal, and if not ask them to do that immediately, you do 

not need to wait until the renewal. Next, after your agent has given you their best rates, call a competing agent 

and ask them to quote your policies “apples to apples” to see if you have the best coverage at the best price. 

After you have a working knowledge of the coverages and pricing, go back to the agents and ask them about 

applicable discounts for implementation of the hurricane preparedness products. The financial savings could 

be nominal or substantial depending on the carrier and the extent of updates. 

If you are feeling less than assured about your property’s hurricane preparedness and how you are currently 

insured, please let me know and I am happy to guide you toward hurricane preparedness and insurance indus-

try professionals for additional information. 

  

Insurance Assurance 

       Please       ccessJack at: 239.839.5927     @ 
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THE CHANNEL AD 

RATES 
 

Prepaid Annual Rates 

Business Cards $75 

1/4 Page  $125 

1/2 Page  $250 

Full Page  $500 

250+ copies of THE CHANNEL are printed 

and distributed six time a year as well as 

posted on our website at 

https://sjamcc.com/ 

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS!!  

To become one, call 344-0012. 

Saint John the Apostle  
Metropolitan Community Church 
3049 McGregor Boulevard 
Fort Myers, FL 33901 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

NON PROFIT ORG. 

U.S. POSTAGE PAID 

FORT MYERS, FL 

PERMIT #048 

                                I             I                                                     

                 I                                                                                                                                                                                                               I                                                               

                 I             I 

To place your ad, please call us 
at 344-0012. Help us reach our 

goal of full-color  printing. 

 

New Rates! 

https://sjamcc.com/

